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Cop suspended in 
Kilpauk murder 
tries to end life

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

A 34-year-old woman head 
constable allegedly attempt-
ed suicide at her residence 
in TP Chatram on Monday, 
weeks after she was sus-
pended in connection with 
the murder of  a history-
sheeter at the Government 
Kilpauk Medical Col-
le ge Hospital in 
January. 

The police said J 
Ambika, attached 
to the Kilpauk Gov-
ernment Hospital 
Police Station, was 
among the five personnel 
placed under suspension for 
alleged negligence following 
the murder of  Aathi alias 
Aadikesavan on the hospital 
premises on January 11. 

Special Sub-Inspector 
Giridharan, who was also 
suspended in the case, died 

by suicide at his residence 
in Sevvapet last month. 
However, Ambika reported-
ly faced difficulties related 
to salary disbursal during 
the suspension period, 
which is suspected to have 
caused her distress.

On Monday, while she was 
alone at home, she allegedly 
attempted to take her life. 

F a m i l y  m e m b e r s 
rushed her to the Gov-
ernment Kilpauk 
Medical College Hos-
pital, where she is 
undergoing treat-

ment in the intensive 
care unit. 

TP Chatram police have 
registered a case and are 
conducting further inquiry.

(Assistance for those hav-
ing suicidal thoughts is avail-
able on TN’s health helpline 
104 and Sneha’s suicide pre-
v e n t i o n  h e l p l i n e  0 4 4 -
24640050)

Lankan man uses ill-gotten 
passport to travel, arrested
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai 

A Sri Lankan national was ar-
rested at the Chennai Interna-
tional Airport on Sunday after 
he allegedly attempted to travel 
using an Indian passport ob-
tained using forged documents 
by suppressing his foreign citi-
zenship. The suspect has been 
identified as M Baby Lona 
(48).

Based on a complaint lodged 
by the Foreigner Registration 
Zone Officer at the airport, the 
Central Crime Branch (CCB), 
Chennai Metropolitan Police, 
registered a case and launched 

an investigation through its 
Card, Usury and Fake Passport 
Investigation Unit.

Investigations revealed Lo-
na’s parents are Sri Lankan 
citizens and he had migrated to 
India with his family in 2015. 
He had been residing in a rent-
ed house in Thiruvidaimaru-
dur in Thanjavur district.

During his stay, he allegedly 
secured Indian identity docu-
ments including Aadhaar card, 
PAN card and voter ID. Using 
the documents, he obtained an 
Indian passport. He was inter-
cepted at the airport while at-
tempting to travel to Sri 
Lanka.

StartupTN, Ethiraj college ink deal to instil biz skills in women
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

STARTUPTN has signed a 
memorandum of  understand-
ing with Ethiraj College for 
Women to establish a Campus 
Circle, strengthening on-cam-
p u s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
engagement.

The tie-up was announced 
on Tuesday alongside the 

launch of  EmpowHer 1.0, a 
two-day bootcamp jointly or-
ganised by StartupTN and the 
state government’s TNWeSafe 
programme.

The initiative was inaugu-
rated by Asha Ajith, project 
director, TNWeSafe, in the 
presence of  Sivarajah Ram-
anathan, managing director 
and chief  executive of  Star-
tupTN, along with industry 

leaders and college officials.
The inaugural cohort in-

cludes 160 aspiring women en-
trepreneurs from Chennai, 
Kancheepuram, Chengalpat-
tu and Tiruvallur districts, 
selected through a structured 
application process. The boot-
camp is designed as an out-
come-driven programme, fo-
c u s i n g  o n  t r a n s l at i n g 
entrepreneurial intent into 

viable business propositions 
through mindset building, 
hands-on business modelling, 
pitch development, risk iden-
tification and leadership 
training.

EmpowHer 1.0 is the first in 
a series of  initiatives aimed at 
reaching more than 6,000 as-
piring women entrepreneurs 
across the state over the next 
year, a release said.

Car plunges into well along 
NH near Gingee, four  killed
Tyre burst swerves car; victims were pilgrims returning from T’malai

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Villupuram 

FOUR men died after their car 
plunged into a roadside agri-
cultural well after its tyre burst 
near Gingee in Villupuram on 
Tuesday morning.

The deceased were identified 
as Vinoth (40), an advocate from 
Kundrathur near Chennai, and 
his friends Raja, Sekar and 
Jayavel, all residents of  the 
same locality. According to the 
police, the four had travelled to 
Tiruvannamalai to participate 
in the girivalam held on the full 
moon day of  the Tamil month 
of  Maasi at the Arunach-
aleswarar temple. They were 
returning to Chennai when the 
accident occurred around 8.30 
am on Tuesday.

When the car was proceeding 
along the Puducherry-Krishna-
giri National Highway, near 
Alampoondi, a tyre burst alleg-
edly caused the driver to lose 
control. The vehicle veered off  
the road and fell into a nearby 
agricultural well full of  water.

After passersby alerted the 
police, personnel from the Gin-
gee Fire and Rescue Services 
and officers from the Sathya-
mangalam police station 
rushed to the spot. Two 108 am-
bulances were also pressed into 
service. After nearly two hours 
of  rescue operations, the car 
was retrieved from the well us-
ing a crane.

Vinoth, Raja, and Sekar were 
found dead inside the vehicle. 
The police later recovered 

Jayavel’s body. The bodies were 
shifted to the government hos-
pital in Gingee for post-mortem 
examination.

Gingee Deputy Superintend-
ent of  Police Ramesh Raj and 
Motor Vehicle Inspector 
Krishnan conducted inquiries 
at the accident site.

After 2 hours, the car was retrieved 
(top) Vinoth, Raja, Jayavel, and Sekar 
at the temple in T’mali  |  EXPRESS

Construction worker harasses college student, held
Chennai: A 61-year-old construction worker was 
arrested on Monday for allegedly sexually harassing a 
college student in Kalikundram near Taramani. The 
Kotturpuram police said the suspect, identified as 
Kasi, a native of Arani in Tiruvannamalai district, 
harassed the 21-year-old student of a private college 
in Taramani while she was talking with her friends on 
the roadside in Kalikundram after dinner on the March 1 
night. Her friends intervened and secured the suspect. Following a 
complaint lodged by the student on Monday, Kotturpuram police 
registered a case under the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Harassment of 
Women Act and arrested Kasi. Later, he was remanded in custody. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

TNWeSafe Project director Asha Ajith 
inaugurated the initiative on Tuesday 
|  EXPRESS

An Indian Star Tortoise, listed as a vulnerable species on the IUCN 
Red List was rescued by a passerby near a kanmoi in Sivakasi, 
Virudhunagar district, on Tuesday. Forest department officials 
said it was safely released into the Kunnur Reserve Forest

TORTOISE 
RESCUED

DIPR/1534/Tender/2026

TAMIL NADU GREEN ENERGY CORPORATION LIMITED
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)
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SE / PD&C 
/ OT- 02 / 
2025-26

CE / HYDRO

Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Developer 
for “1000 MW / 6000 MWh Velimalai Pumped Storage 
Hydro - Electric Project in Kanyakumari District” under 
Ministry of Power Tariff Based Competitive Bidding 
(TBCB) Guidelines (Section 63) through Public - Private 
Partnership Mode (PPP) on Build - Own - Operate - 
Transfer (BOOT)

For Details of Work / Procurement / Due date of Submission / Opening / Viewing and down loading 
of E-Tenedrs Please visit Websites from  ������������������������������������������������������  
for submission of bids.

DON’T WATCH 
THE CLOCK; DO 
WHAT IT DOES. 

KEEP GOING
SAM LEVENSON


