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The country’s first conservation centre for 
Slender loris was inaugurated in Dindigul 
through video conferencing by Minister RS 
Rajakannappan from Chennai on Saturday
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Poll push: Rahul offers five 
guarantees to voters of Kerala
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ T’Puram

Replicating the ‘guarantee’ 
model that helped the Congress 
win neighbouring Karnataka, 
party leader Rahul Gandhi has 
given five assurances to the 
people of  Kerala if  the UDF 
forms the next government. 
The guarantees are designed to 
improve healthcare access, pro-
vide financial security for fami-
lies and create opportunities in 
entrepreneurship and elderly 
welfare.

The guarantees were an-
nounced at the culmination of  
the ‘Puthuyuga Yatra’ led by 
Leader of  the Opposition VD 
Satheesan here on Saturday. 
The assurances include free 
travel for all women in KSRTC 
buses; `1,000 a month allow-
ance to college-going girl stu-
dents, hike in welfare pension 
to `3,000 and a health insur-
ance scheme, named after 
former chief  minster Oommen 
Chandy, with ̀ 25 lakh cover for 
every household.

Rahul also guaranteed Rs 5 
lakh interest free loan to young-
sters to start business ventures 
and also a dedicated ministry 

for the welfare of  senior citi-
zens. The Congress leader’s 
promises came after he pointed 
out that the LDF government 
had created a “massive unem-
ployment issue” in Kerala.

“We are going to reignite em-
ployment in Kerala and provide 
a protective cover for the peo-
ple of  the state,” he said.         
Launching a scathing attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Rahul said he had “be-
trayed” the country by signing 
various deals with the US that 
were detrimental to India’s in-
terests. The Congress leader al-
leged that Modi controls Chief  
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in 
the same manner as the former 

is controlled by US president 
Donald Trump. He alleged that 
while Modi is afraid of  revela-
tions from the Epstein files in 
the US, Pinarayi is afraid of   
probe by central agencies.

“Why isn’t there any investi-
gation against the Chief  Minis-
ter and his family? In Kerala, 
it’s not CPM and BJP. It’s CJP. 
Everyone knows they are work-
ing together to defeat the UDF,” 
Rahul said amid thunderous 
applause from party workers. 
He also ridiculed the commu-
nist party to change its name to 
corporate party and added that 
even CPM workers would agree 
that the LDF government is 
anti-farmer and anti-worker.

Congress leaders Ramesh Chennithala (l) and KC Venugopal (r) with Rahul Gandhi 
at the culmination of the statewide yatra by LoP VD Satheesan |  Express

TN ordered to pay `7L to raped 
woman, `2L to her male friend
E XPR   E SS   N E WS   S E RVIC    E

The judge also ordered the state to pay the 
woman survivor a compensation of  `7 
lakh, and her male friend, who had been 
assaulted by the trio, `2 lakh.  

The crime occurred at a deserted place 
behind the Coimbatore International Air-
port on the intervening night of  November 
2 and 3, 2025. According to public pros-
ecutor B Jisha, the three men as-
saulted the victim’s friend and kid-
napped her from the car around 
10.45 pm on November 2. They 
took her to an isolated area nearby 
and gang-raped her. Alerted by the 
male friend, passersby informed the 
Coimbatore city police, who rushed to 
the spot. With the help of  local residents, 
police rescued the woman around 4 am on 
November 3. 

Subsequently, the police traced the three 
men, who were living in a rented room in 
Irugur, around 4 km from the crime scene. 
The men, who had prior criminal records, 
were shot in their legs as they allegedly at-
tempted to flee. They were caught at Vel-

lakinar near Thudiyalur. Chief  Minister 
MK Stalin instructed the police to file the 
chargesheet within a month. Based on the 
CM’s order and the Madras High Court’s 
directions, a chargesheet was filed before 
the Additional Mahila Court on December 
1, 2025. The case was later transferred to 
the District Mahila Court where the wit-
ness examinations were held. 

Public prosecutor Jisha appreciated 
the members of  the public who had 

helped the youth approach the po-
lice and the local residents who 
rescued the survivor. “They all re-
corded their statements before the 

court by understanding the signifi-
cance of  the case,” Jisha said, laud-

ing the Coimbatore city police for their 
work.The accused have been convicted un-
der BNS sections 324(4) (mischief), 309(4) 
(robbery), 311 (robbery, or dacoity, with at-
tempt to cause death or grievous hurt), 74 
(assault or criminal force to woman with 
intent to outrage her modesty), 76 (assault 
or use of  criminal force to woman with in-
tent to disrobe), 127 (2) (wrongful confine-
ment) and 70 (1) (gang-rape). 

telangana

130 Maoists lay down 
arms before Revanth
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Hyderabad

Under tight police security, 130 Maoists, 
mostly from the People’s Liberation Guer-
rilla Army, Dandakaranya Special Zonal 
Committee and the Telangana State Com-
mittee of  the CPI (Maoist), surrendered 
with 124 weapons before Chief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy at the Integrated Command 
and Control 
Centre in Hy-
d e r a b a d  o n 
Saturday.

Those who 
sur rendered 
include Endri 
K a l i t h r a m , 
Korsa Lakku, 
Chalasani Nav-
atha, among 
others. They 
also include 
g u n m e n  o f  
former Central Committee members Tip-
piri Tirupathi alias Devji and Malla Raji 
Reddy. The surrendered Maoists handed 
over 31 AK-47 rifles, 21 INSAS rifles, 20 SLR 
rifles, 18 .303 rifles and other weapons 
along with 5,205 rounds of  ammunition.

 DGP B Shivadhar Reddy said the Telan-
gana State Committee of  the CPI (Maoist) 
had effectively ceased to exist after 30 mem-
bers of  the committee surrendered. Of  the 
11 party members belonging to Telangana, 
four have now surrendered. Now, only sev-
en members from Telangana remain active 
underground, he said. 

A Maoist hands over a firearm 
to Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Saturday |  Express


