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22 killed 
after a military plane carrying 18 tonnes of 
banknotes crashed near Bolivia’s capital

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 21 1 SNY
Colombo 28 24 SNY
Dhaka 31 19 SNY
Dubai 26 21 SNY
Houston 31 19 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   7 2 SNY
Singapore  28 25 TDS
Toronto 1  -5 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

World calls for urgent calm on Iran
Top diplomats from 27 European Union nations hold emergency 

meeting to discuss the situation and the bloc’s next steps
Iranians show a mix of shock, grief and joy over Khamenei’s  

death; travellers stranded after multiple nations shut their skies

After Khamenei, 
Iran confronts 
an uncertain po-
litical future
DUBAI

AYATOLLAH Ali Khamenei, 
who assembled theocratic power 
in Iran over the decades as its su-
preme leader and sought to turn 
it into a regional powerhouse, 
bringing it into confrontation 
with Israel and the United States
over its nuclear programme 
while crushing democracy pro-
testers at home, has died. He was 
86. Iranian state media reported 
the death early Sunday, after a 
major attack launched by Israel 
and the United States. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said hours 
earlier that Khamenei had been
killed in the joint operation. 

Khamenei dramatically 
remolded the Islamic Republic 
since he took the reins after the 
death of  Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in 1989. Khomeini 
was the fiery, charismatic ideo-
logue who led the overthrow of  
the shah and installed rule by 
Shiite Muslim clerics tasked 
with spreading religious purity. 
It fell to Khamenei, a stodgier 
figure with weaker religious 
credentials and a leaden de-
meanor, to turn that revolution-
ary vision into a  state 
establishment.

He ended up ruling far long-
er than Khomeini. He greatly 
expanded the Shiite clerical 
class and built the paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard 
into the most important body 
underpinning his rule. 

The Guard became a mili-
tary and business behemoth, 
the country’s most elite force 
and head of  its ballistic mis-
sile arsenal. AP

An Austin police officer guards 
the scene on West 6th Street at 
West Avenue after a shooting in 
Austin |  AP

Israel urges uprising; 
Iran vows revenge

JERUSALEM: Israel urged 
Iranians to rise up and topple 

their government following 
the killing of Supreme Leader 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a 
joint US-Israeli strike on 

Tehran. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu called it 

a once-in-a-generation 
chance to “free” Iran, echoing 
US President Donald Trump’s 

appeal to seize control. Iranian 
President Masoud Pezeshkian 

termed the strike an open 
declaration of war and vowed 

revenge, while senior official 
Ali Larijani warned of 

unprecedented retaliation 
against Israel and the US.

3 US troopskilled in 
Iran operation

WASHINGTON: Three US 
service members were killed 
and five seriously wounded 

during operations against 
Iran, US Central Command 

said Sunday, marking 
Washington’s first 

announced casualties. Air 
and naval forces, alongside 

Israel, continued strikes 
aimed at crippling Iran’s 

military capacity. Iran 
launched missiles at Israel 

and US bases, and claimed 
to have hit the USS 

Abraham Lincoln — but the 
US military said the carrier 

was not struck and fighting 
continues.

Algerians struggle to afford 
Ramzan feasts as prices rise

ALGIERS

AS Algerians fast, pray and gather for the 
holy month of  Ramzan, a worry lurks in 
many minds: how to afford the holiday 
feasts this year.

In addition to its religious significance 
for billions of  Muslims, Ramzan also 
means tables laden with rich and varied 
meals eaten after the muezzin’s call to 
break the fast at sunset.

Today, these feasts come at a cost be-
yond the reach of  many Algerians, whose 
purchasing power has declined in recent 
years despite Algeria’s gas and oil riches, 
pushing more and more people into 
poverty.

Food prices have soared, and tensions 
at marketplaces now occasionally erupt 
into violence.  After Algeria was con-

vulsed by nationwide protests in 2019, the 
government became concerned about 
broader social unrest and promised eco-
nomic aid.  “In the 1970s, we didn’t earn 
much, but we could stock up for Ramzan 
and afford fresh meat, fruit, and vegeta-
bles,” Ahmed Messai, a retired railway 
worker  said.  AP

I N F L A T I O N 

Shooting at  
bar in Austin 
leaves 3 dead 
AUSTIN 

THREE people were killed, 
including the alleged gun-
man, and 14 others were 
wounded in a shooting 
early Sunday at a popular 
bar in the Texas capital of  
Austin, police said.

Austin Police Chief  Lisa 
Davis said a man driving 
an SUV drove near the bar, 
put the vehicle’s flashers 
on, pulled down his win-
dow and began shooting 
with a pistol, striking pa-
trons on the bar patio and 
in front of  the bar.

The suspect then parked 
the vehicle, got out of  his 
car armed with a rifle, and 
began shooting at people 
who passed by, Davis said. 
At that point, officers en-
countered the suspect and 
shot him. Acting Special 
Agent in Charge Alex 
Doran of  the FBI San An-
tonio Field Office said the 
shooting was “potentially” 
an act of  terrorism.

“There were indicators 
that on the subject and in 
his vehicle that indicate po-
tential nexus to terrorism. 
Again, it’s still too early to 
make a determination on 
that,” Doran said. AP

BRUSSELS

WORLD leaders urged peace 
and a return to talks as the mili-
tary strikes by the United States 
and Israel on Iran raised con-
cerns about whether the vio-
lence could spread across the 
region and tensions rose with 
Iran vowing devastating blows 
after the killing of  Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

A massive explosion rocked 
the Iranian capital on Sunday 
morning as the Israeli mili-
tary said it was targeting the 
“heart” of  the city after stat-
ing it cleared the path to Te-
hran the day before. Mean-
while, Iran pressed on with its 
retaliation campaign: Qatar, 
Kuwait and Bahrain said they 
intercepted a barrage of  
missiles.

Oman, which served as an in-
terlocutor between Tehran and 
Washington in recent nuclear 
talks, said an oil tanker in the 
strategic Strait of  Hormuz 
came under attack and its port 
at Duqm, used by the 
US Navy as a logisti-
cal hub and capable 
of  hosting aircraft 
carriers, was target-
ed in a drone attack.

The demise of  Khamenei, who 
had no designated successor, will 
likely throw Iran’s future into 
uncertainty and exacerbate al-
ready growing concerns of  a 
broader conflict.

Fears about the conflict 
spreading were amplified on 
Sunday, when British Defense 

Minister John Healey said Ira-
nian missile and drone strikes 
came within a few hundred me-
ters of  a group of  300 British 
military personnel in Bahrain, 
and that two missiles were even 

fired in the direc-
tion of  Cyprus, 
where the UK has 
bases. 

“We don’t believe 
they were targeted at 

Cyprus, but nevertheless, it’s an 
example of  how there is a very 
real and rising threat from a re-
gime that is lashing out widely 
across the region, and that re-
quires us to act,” Healey told Sky 
News. He said British planes will 
intercept any Iranian drones 
and missiles they see.

Strikes on Iran disrupted 
flights across the Middle East 
Saturday, with several coun-
tries closing airspace and key 
transit hubs affected. Thou-
sands of  travellers were 
stranded or diverted after mul-
tiple nations shut their skies, 
FlightRadar24 said.

Top diplomats from the 27 Eu-
ropean Union nations are hold-
ing an emergency meeting Sun-
day to discuss the situation 
around Iran and the next steps 
for the bloc. Pope Leo XIV said 
Sunday he was “profoundly 
concerned” about the US and 
Israeli strikes on Iran and urged 
both sides to “stop the spiral of  
violence before it becomes an 
irreparable abyss.” AP

Smoke rises up after a strike in Tehran, Iran |  AP

People stock up on food at a market in Algeria, 
during the month of Ramadan |  AP

E X P R E S S  R E A D

El Mencho’s body  
returned to his kin
MEXICO CITY: Mexican 
authorities returned the 
body of Nemesio Oseguera 
Cervantes, known as “El 
Mencho,” to his family after 
he was killed by the Mexican 
army last week, officials said 
on Saturday. In a brief note 
on X, the Attorney General’s 
Office said that it handed 
over the body of El Mencho 
after completing all the 
rocedural protocols.  AP

KARACHI

VIOLENT clashes between pro-
testers and security forces in 
Pakistan’s port city of  Karachi 
on Sunday left at least nine peo-
ple dead and more than 50 oth-
ers wounded as pro-Iran demon-
strators attempted to storm the 
US Consulate, authorities said.

In the north of  the country, 
demonstrators also attacked 
UN and government offices.

The violence came after the 
United States and Israel attacked 
Iran, killing its Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Police 
and officials at a hospital in Ka-
rachi said that at least 25 people 
were also wounded in the clash-
es and some of  them were in 
critical condition.

Summaiya Syed Tariq, a po-
lice surgeon at the city’s main 
government hospital, confirmed 
six bodies and multiple injured 
people were brought to the facil-
ity. However, she said the death 
toll rose to nine after three criti-
cally wounded people died.

In the norther n Gilgit-
Baltistan region, thousands of  
Shiite protesters angered by 
U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran 
attacked the offices of  the UN 
Military Observer Group and 
the UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), government 

spokesman Shabir Mir said, 
adding that all staff  working for 
those organizations was safe.

Mir said protesters repeatedly 
clashed with police at various 
places in the region, damaged 
the offices of  a local charity, and 
set fire to police offices. However, 
he said authorities had deployed 
troops and brought the situation 
under control. 

Police in Gilgit-Baltistan said 
at least two protesters were 
killed in the clashes. The US Em-
bassy in Pakistan said in a post 
on X that it was monitoring re-
ports of  ongoing demonstrations 
at the US Consulates General in 
Karachi and Lahore, as well as 
calls for additional protests at 
the US Embassy in Islamabad 
and the Consulate General in Pe-
shawar.  AP

Firefighters pour water on burning car, 
set on fire by protestors, close to the US 
Consulate in Karachi in  Pakistan |  AP

Clashes in Karachi 
leave nine dead
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