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$ $10 million 
o�ered by US for information leading to the 
arrests of 2 leaders of Mexico’s Sinaloa cartel
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China calls on both 
countries to reach truce 
China on Friday called on Pakistan 
and Afghanistan to work out a 
ceasefire while expressing concern 
over the escalation of the conflict 
between the two countries. China 
is closely following the 
developments of the situation in 
the conflict between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning 
told a media briefing. Pakistan 
and Afghanistan are close 
neighbours, and both are 
neighbouring countries of China. 
As a neighbour and friend, China 
is deeply concerned about the 
escalation of the conflict and 
deeply saddened by the 
casualties caused by the conflict, 
Mao said.

Taliban security personnel stand guard near the Torkham border crossing between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan |  AFP

Pakistan bombs Kabul, other cities 
after declaring ‘open war’ with Af
Largest bombardment of Afghan capital and first strikes on southern base of Taliban since 2021

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN on Friday said it 
was in an “open war” with Af-
ghanistan after its forces killed 
more than 270 Taliban fighters 
and injured over 400 others in 
airstrikes in response to what 
Islamabad described as the 
cross-border attack by the Af-
ghan Taliban.

Afghanistan’s Taliban gov-
ernment spokesman Zabihul-
lah Mujahid said that Afghan 
forces killed 55 Pakistani sol-
diers and targeted what he de-
scribed as “important military 
objectives” inside Pakistan.

The Afghan Taliban attacked 
several check posts along the 
border late Thursday, appar-

ently to avenge the air strikes 
carried out by Pakistan in Af-
ghanistan’s border areas on 
Sunday. Pakistan responded by 
hitting targets in Kabul, Kan-
dahar and Paktia under ‘Opera-
tion Ghazab lil Haq’ early 
Friday. 

The 2,611-km-long border be-
tween Pakistan and Afghani-
stan is known as the Durand 
Line, which Kabul has not for-
mally recognised.

“Our patience has run out. 
Now there is an open war be-
tween us...Now it will be ‘Dama 
Dam Mast Qalandar’. Paki-
stan’s army did not come from 
across the seas. We are your 
neighbours; we know your ins 
and outs,” Pakistan’s Defence 

Minister Khawaja Asif  said.
Pakistan Army spokesper-

son Lt Gen Ahmad Sharif  
Chaudhry  said that the Tali-
ban came armed with quad-
copters and small and big 
weapons, but the response  
by Pakistan was so effective 
that they were repulsed com-
pletely at all 53 places and “we 
gave effective response to tar-
get all 53 places”.

A Taliban gover nment 
spokesman Mujahid said that 
the recent strikes were intend-
ed to send a clear message that 
“our hand can reach their col-
l a r, ”  a d d i n g  t h a t  a n y  
“malicious act” by Pakistan 
would be answered “in Islama-
bad.”  PTI

SIMMERING 
TENSIONS
Over the last few months, the two 
have occasionally skirmished along 
their winding, porous frontier as 
tension has escalated. The latest 
confrontation is by far the  
most serious

October 8, 2025: The 
Pakistani Taliban ambushed 
a Pakistan Army convoy in 
Orakzai district, killing 11 
soldiers. The assault was part 
of a broader wave of violence 
that has killed hundreds of 
civilians and security 
personnel in recent years

Mid-October: A Qatari-
mediated ceasefire ended the 
fighting, although since then 
there have been repeated 
strikes and skirmishes in the 
frontier area, leading to 
dozens of deaths

Feb 22: Pakistan’s military 
killed at least 70 militants in 
strikes along the border with 
Afghanistan 

Feb 26: Afghanistan 
launched an extensive cross-
border attack into Pakistan 
along six provinces

Feb 27: Pakistan carried out 
airstrikes in the early hours of 
Friday on the Afghan capital 
and two other areas, 
Kandahar and Paktia

US and Iran wrap 
up latest nuclear 
talks without deal 
GENEVA 

IRAN and the United States 
held hours of  indirect negotia-
tions Thursday over Tehran’s 
nuclear program but walked 
away without a deal, leaving the 
danger of  another Mideast war 
on the table as the US has gath-
ered a massive fleet of  aircraft 
and warships in the region.

Oman’s Foreign Minister 
Badr al-Busaidi, who mediated 
the talks in Geneva, said there 
had been “significant progress
in the negotiation” without 
elaborating.

But just before the talks end-
ed, Iranian state television re-
ported that Tehran was deter-
mined to continue enriching 
uranium, rejected proposals to 
transfer it abroad and sought 
the lifting of  international 
sanctions, indicating it was not 
prepared to meet US President
Donald Trump’s demands.

Trump wants a deal to con-
strain Iran’s nuclear program, 
and he sees an opportunity 
while the country is struggling 
at home with growing dissent 
following nationwide protests. 
Iran also hopes to avert war, but 
maintains it has the right to en-
rich uranium and does not 
want to discuss other issues, 
like its long-range missile pro-
gram or support for armed 
g roups l ike  Hamas and 
Hezbollah.

Al-Busaidi said technical 
talks involving lower-level rep-
resentatives would continue 
next week in Vienna, the home 

of  the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. The United Na-
tions’ atomic watchdog likely 
would be critical in any deal.
The stakes could hardly be high-
er. If  America attacks, Iran has 
said US military bases in the re-
gion would be considered legiti-
mate targets, putting at risk 
tens of  thousands of  American 
service members. Iran has also 
threatened to attack Israel. 

US urged to drop 
‘excessive demands’
Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi said on Friday that in 
order to reach a deal, the US will 
have to drop its “excessive 
demands”, after the two sides 
held talks in Geneva. In a phone 
call with Egypt’s top diplomat 
Badr Abdelatty, Araghchi said 
“success in this path requires 
seriousness and realism from the 
other side”. 

The US Navy aircraft carrier USS Gerald 
R Ford, bound for Wesst Asia, departs 
Souda Bay on the island of Crete, Greece 
on Thursday |  AFP

WASHINGTON 

AI company Anthropic said 
Thursday it would not give the 
US Defence Department unre-
stricted use of  its technology 
despite being pressured to com-
ply by the Pentagon.

“These threats do not change 
our position: we cannot in good 
conscience accede to their re-
quest,” Anthropic chief  execu-
tive Dario Amodei said in a 
statement.

Washington had given the ar-
tificial intelli-
gence startup 
until Friday to 
agree to uncon-
ditional mili-
tary use of  its 
technology, even 
if  it violates 
ethical stand-
ards at the company, or face be-
ing forced to comply under 
emergency federal powers.

Amodei said Anthropic mod-
els have been deployed by the 
Pentagon and intelligence 
agencies to defend the country 
but that it draws an ethical line 
regarding its use for mass  
surveillance of  US citizens 
a n d  f u l l y - a u t o n o m o u s 
weapons.

“Using these systems for mass 
domestic surveillance is incom-
patible with democratic values,” 
Amodei said.  AFP

Anthropic 
refuses to bend 
to Pentagon on 
AI safeguards

Dario Amodei

Shock defeat for Labour in crucial UK bypoll 
London: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer-led Labour Party was hit with a 
major ballot box shocker in northern England on Friday as the Left-wing Green 
Party candidate relegated the governing party to third place after far-right 
Reform UK. Hannah Spence hailed her win as a sign that the Greens can unseat 
other Labour members of Parliament too in future
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WASHINGTON 

PARAMOUNT Skydance, 
run by pro-Trump tech-
nology heir David Ellison, 
was poised to take control 
of  Warner Bros. Discov-
ery on Thursday after 
Netflix said it would not 
raise its takeover offer, 
ending one of  the biggest 
media bidding wars in a 
generation.

The deal puts a constel-
lation of  media properties 
— from CNN to Nickelo-
deon to HBO — under the 
control of  the family led 
by Oracle tycoon and 
White House ally Larry 
Ellison. Netflix said it was 
“declining to match” Par-
amount’s latest offer after 
the Warner Bros. board 
declared it a “Superior 
Proposal” under the terms 
of  its existing merger 
agreement with Netflix. 
“The transaction we nego-
tiated would have created 
shareholder value with a 
clear path to regulatory 
approval,” Netflix said.

Paramount 
to acquire 
Warner Bros. 
as Netflix 
walks away 

BEIJING 

CHINA’S legislature has 
dismissed 19 members, 
including nine who are 
military officers, one 
week ahead of  the start of  
its annual meeting.

The late Thursday an-
nouncement did not say 
why the deputies had 
been removed, but such 
removals are generally 
tied to corruption investi-
gations. An anti-corrup-
tion campaign launched 
by Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping shows no sign of  let-
ting up after more than a 
decade. The military has 
been targeted in recent 
years, including the re-
moval of  its top general 
last month, as Xi seeks to 
modernize the armed 
forces. Analysts say the 
campaign is also a way 
for Xi to remove potential 
rivals. PTI

China’s legislature 
sacks 9 military 
officers 
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SE / MM-I /
NCTPS-I

TANGEDCO NCTPS I 3 x 210 MW Installation of  
Semi Dry Flue Gas desulphurization system
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