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Foundation stone laid for 
Agro Park in Cherthala
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Alappuzha

AGRICULTURE Minister P Pras-
ad laid the foundation stone for 
the Vegetable Agro Park at 
Thiruvizha Junction near NH 66 
in Cherthala on Saturday. 

Speaking at the func-
tion, the minister said 
the government envi-
sions agriculture not 
merely as a livelihood 
but as a promising ca-
reer option that future 
generations can confi-
dently choose. 

“The Agro Park is 
conceived as a long-
term investment to 
strengthen the rural 
economy and create 
new employment op-
portunities,” he said.

The `50-crore project is being 
implemented by Kerala Agro 
Business Company (KABCO). 
The state-of-the-art park will be 
constructed on land near NH 66 
at Thiruvizha in Cherthala, 
spanning 69,512 sq ft across three 
floors. The park will provide sci-
entific facilities for collection, 

grading and packing of  agricul-
tural produce, along with direct 
marketing opportunities. It is ex-
pected to generate direct employ-
ment for around 100 people while 
ensuring better returns for farm-
ers by converting their hard 
work into assured profits.

The Agro Park will 
feature international-
standard facilities in-
cluding cold storage 
units, a value addition 
section for agricultural 
produce, an export-ori-
ented pack house, and 
computerised packing 
systems.

MLA P P Chitharan-
jan presided over the 
function. He said the 
project reflects the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to supporting the agrar-

ian community of  Karappuram 
and strengthening the agricul-
tural sector through develop-
ment initiatives.

District panchayat president A 
Mahendran, standing committee 
chairpersons S Radhakrishnan 
and Sandhya Benny among oth-
ers spoke.

Vice-prez urges youth to become  
creators of indigenous technology 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

HIGHLIGHTING the impor-
tance of  research, innovation, 
and youth power, Vice-Presi-
dent C P Radhakrishnan called 
upon the youth to become crea-
tors of  technology. He was ad-
dressing the valedictory ses-
s i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t e n a r y 
celebrations of  St Berchmans 
College in Changanassery on 
Saturday. “The time of  merely 
adopting technology is over. 
We must become creators of  
technology,” he said,

Asserting that education is a 
continuous process that ex-
tends throughout one’s life, he 
underscored the importance 
of  maintaining an open mind 
to make learning a lifelong 
pursuit. Citing the example of  
Kashmir University, where a 
large number of  women stu-
dents are pursuing higher edu-
cation, he observed that no re-
ligion stands against the 
education of  women. He also 
emphasised the responsibility 
of  the student community to 
contribute back to society.

“The days of  creating clerks 
to run the colonial administra-
tion are over. Likewise, the era 
of adopting old technologies 
from the West has ended. Our 
focus should be on developing 
indigenous technologies in our 
country,” he added.

He lauded the SB College for 
serving as a centre of  intellec-
tual awakening during the co-
lonial period. The vice-presi-
dent said the college has been 

a centre of  intellectual awak-
ening and nation-building 
since its founding in 1922. 
“While we celebrate our past, 
we must also have a vision for 
the future. We should equip 
ourselves for development, and 
to achieve this, research is es-
sential,” he said.

He also noted that “Kerala 
has become Keralam,” reflect-
ing the state’s deep cultural 
identity and pride.

Mar Thomas Tharayil, Met-
ropolitan Archbishop of  the 
Syro-Malabar Archeparchy of  
Changanassery, delivered the 
welcome address. Union Min-
ister Suresh Gopi, Governor 

Rajendra Arlekar, Minister for 
Cooperation and Ports V N 
Vasavan, and Mavelikkara MP 
Kodikunnil Suresh etc were 
also present 

The vice-president also inau-
gurated the Dr K M Abraham 
Centre for Energy and Envi-
ronment, a state-of-the-art re-
search facility being estab-
lished at the college. The centre 
is being funded with `1.5 crore 
by Dr K M Abraham, a lithium 
battery scientist and an alum-
nus of  the college. Although 
the college completed its 100th 
year in 2022, the official cere-
mony had to be postponed due 
to Covid-19 restrictions.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kollam

AS MANY AS 4.5 lakh 
families have been made 
land title holders in the 
past 10 years, Revenue 
and Housing Minister K 
Rajan said on Saturday 
while inaugurating the 
first phase of  taluk-level 
patta distribution in 
Pathanapuram. 

The function was held 
at the Government UP 
School grounds at Kamu-
kumchery, and the minis-
t e r  i n a u g u r at e d  i t 
online.

The minister said that 
2,72,989 title deeds had 
been distributed across 
the state in the last five 
years alone as part of  ef-
forts to provide land to 
eligible families. 

At Kamukumchery, 84 
title deeds were handed 
over during the pro-
gramme. He added that 
the remaining title deeds 
pending in Pathana-
puram taluk would be 
distributed soon.

Transport Minister K 
B Ganesh Kumar presid-
ed over the function. It 
was informed that 299 ti-
tle deeds were distribut-
ed in Pathanapuram 
taluk during the 2021–25 
period. The remaining ti-
tle deeds in Kamukum-
chery would be issued 
after completing proce-
dural formalities. 

4.5 L families 
made land title 
holders in 10 
yrs: Minister 

Changanassery Archbishop Thomas Tharayil  receiving Vice-President C P 
Radhakrishnan, who arrived at the concluding ceremony of SB College’s centenary 
celebrations at Changanassery on Saturday
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DYFI activists, who came to block the screening of ‘The Kerala Story’, getting into a verbal altercation with a couple who 

arrived to watch the film at Anaswara Theatre in Kottayam | VISHNU PRATHAP

The Agro Park is 
conceived as a 

long-term 
investment to 

strengthen the 
rural economy and 

create new 
employment 

opportunities

P Prasad,  
Agriculture Minister

While we celebrate our past, we must also have a vision for the 
future. We should equip ourselves for development, and to achieve 
this, research is essential — C P Radhakrishnan, Vice-President

Tarring on AC Road: Tra�c curbs from Monday
Alappuzha: The KSTP executive engineer has informed that 
traffic will be disrupted on the Alappuzha-Changanassery (AC) 
road from March 2 due to tarring work being carried out as part 
of the road renovation. Traffic will be disrupted from 6 am on 
Monday to 7 am on Wednesday,  from Kalarcode Junction to 
Perunna Junction. All long-distance heavy vehicles passing 
through this section, except KSRTC buses and school vehicles, 
should use an alternative route. Vehicle from Alappuzha to 
Changanassery, may take the Kalarcode-Ambalapuzha-Tiruvalla 
road. Vehicles from Changanassery to Alappuzha, may take the 
Thiruvalla-Ambalappuzha road, officials said.

Construction of judicial building  
complexes begins in Alappuzha
Alappuzha: High Court Chief Justice Soumen Sen laid the 
foundation stone for the new court complex at Ramankary and 
the judicial officers’ quarters in Alappuzha on Saturday. Justice C 
S Dias presided over the function. Justice Syamkumar V M 
delivered keynote address.  Alappuzha principal district judge K 
K Balakrishnan, High Court registrar G Gopakumar, district 
government pleader Legitha D Cruz, Alappuzha Bar Association 
president V Vijayakumar, Bar Council member S 
Sudarsanakumar, PWD executive engineer Ramla Beevi, and 
sub-judge Pramod Murali spoke.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
Wrote to the @PMOIndia expressing deep concern over the escalating unrest in parts of the #Mid-
dleEast& the growing anxiety among Indian expatriates, especially the Malayali community. Urged 
immediate intervention to ensure safety, support, &safe return of our citizens if required.
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Land sale fails; Travancore Cements 
to develop residential project in Kochi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

FAILING TO find prospective 
buyers for its land in Kochi, 
Travancore Cements Ltd, the 
cash-strapped public sector un-
dertaking in Kottayam, is now 
shifting its strategy to further 
develop the property into a res-
idential project and sell it off. 

Company officials said they 
have received a government di-
rective to engage a professional 
architect to facilitate the land’s 
development, with the ultimate 
goal of  allocating it for residen-
tial projects.

Speaking to TNIE, Travan-
core Cements managing direc-
tor G Rajasekharan Pillai said 
the company is moving ahead 
with the aim of  developing the 
land with the support of  a con-
sultant. “The land is ideally 
suited for residential purposes, 
given its location in a residen-
tial area. We plan to develop it 
for potential villa projects or as 
a residential colony for govern-
ment institutions. The land is 

also suitable for software or 
electronic related industries,” 
he said.

It was in November 2023 that 
the company had decided to sell 
its 113 ares (2.79 acres) of  land 
at Vazhakkala near Kakkanad 
in Ernakulam in an effort to 
overcome its financial cri-
sis. Despite several at-
tempts, the land did not 
attract buyers initially. 
Eventually, a joint ven-
ture between Nizamu-
deen and Musaliar won 
the tender to purchase 
the land for ̀ 23.07 crore. How-
ever, legal complications fur-
ther delayed the process, and 
the company eventually can-
celled the tender.

In January 2026, after the 
court resolved all legal issues, 
the company issued a global re-
tender for the land’s sale. De-
spite this, no participants 
emerged in the second round of  
re-tendering. Consequently, the 
company decided to develop the 
land for future use. Addition-
ally, the company is also plan-

ning to commence proceedings 
to sell its 1.81 acres of  land in 
Chemp near Vaikom.

Despite the severe financial 
crisis, the company had re-
sumed production and reinstat-
ed salary distribution in June 
last year. “Since production re-
sumed, we have been able to 
pay salaries to workers from 

last June to this month. How-
ever, we still need to address 
the arrears for the previous 13 
months,” said Rajasekharan.

Amid efforts to streamline 
the operations, the company 
faced yet another crisis follow-
ing the Employees Provident 
Fund (EPF) board freezing the 
bank accounts of  the company 
last week due to its failure to 
pay EPF contributions. 

The company currently em-
ploys 103 people, with a month-
ly salary obligation of  ̀ 36 lakh, 
covering all staff  from the 
chairman to temporary work-
ers. At present, salaries for 13 
months remain unpaid. Addi-
tionally, the employees’ provi-
dent fund arrears exceed `7 
crore, prompting the EPF 
board’s action to freeze the ac-
counts. The company also has 
120 retired employees, with gra-
tuity liabilities amounting to 
`5 crore. Furthermore, there is 
an outstanding payment of  `10 
crore owed to contractors, in-
cluding for the purchase of  
clinker.

Govt directive received to engage a professional architect to facilitate land’s development

TENDER CANCELLED 
OVER LEGAL ISSUES

 The company had decided to 
sell its 2.79 acres of land at 
Vazhakkala near Kakkanad in 
Ernakulam, in November 2023, to 
overcome its financial crisis

 Despite several attempts, 
the land did not attract 
buyers initially. A joint 
venture between 
Nizamudeen and 

Musaliar won the tender 
to purchase the land for 

J23.07 crore

 However, legal complications 
delayed the process. The company 
eventually cancelled the tender
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f¯Áè £ÀUÀgÁ©üªÀÈ¢Þ PÉÆÃ±ÀzÀ PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ°è F PÉ¼ÀPÀAqÀAvÉ E-¥ÉÆæÃPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï 
¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï£À°è µÀgÀvÀÄÛUÀ½UÉÆ¼À¥ÀlÄÖ mÉAqÀgï DºÁé¤¸À¯ÁVzÉ.

PÀæ¸ÀA PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À «ªÀgÀ

1 aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ 07 £ÀUÀgÀ ̧ ÀÜ½ÃAiÀÄ ̧ ÀA¸ÉÜUÀ¼À°è EA¢gÁ PÁåAnÃ£ïUÉ 
¤UÀ¢¥Àr¸À¯ÁzÀ DºÁgÀ ¸ÀgÀ§gÁdÄ ªÀiÁqÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ. (INDENT NO. 
DMA/2025-26/IND5552/CALL-2)

2 aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯ÉèAiÀÄ ««zsÀ AiÉÆÃd£ÉUÀ½UÉ ̧ ÀA§A¢ü¹zÀAvÉ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß 
¥Àj«ÃPÀëuÉ £ÀqÉ¸À®Ä 3£ÉÃ ªÀåQÛ vÀ¥Á¸ÀuÉ KeÉ¤ìAiÀÄ£ÀÄß £ÉÃªÀÄPÀ ªÀiÁqÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ. 
(INDENT NO. DMA/2025-26/SE6399/CALL-2)

E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ªÀÄÆ®PÀ mÉAqÀgï ¸À°è¸À®Ä PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 12.03.2026 
¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ 17.00 UÀAmÉªÀgÉUÉ, vÁAwæPÀ ©qï vÀgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 13.03.2026gÀ 
¸ÀªÀÄAiÀÄ 17.10 UÀAmÉUÉ, DyðPÀ ©qï vÉgÉAiÀÄÄªÀ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 16.03.2026 
gÀ 11.30 UÀAmÉUÉ, PÀæªÀÄ ¸ÀASÉå 1£ÉÃ PÁªÀÄUÁjUÉ ¥ÀÆªÀð¨sÁ« ¸À¨sÉ ¢£ÁAPÀ: 
03.03.2026gÀ 11.30 UÀAmÉUÉ, E.JA.r. ªÉÆvÀÛ : E-¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï£ÀAvÉ, mÉAqÀgï 
¸ÀA§A¢üvÀ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÉÃ §zÀ¯ÁªÀuÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß E-¥ÉÆæPÀÆågïªÉÄAmï ¥ÉÆÃlð¯ï ªÀiÁvÀæ 
¥ÀæZÀÄgÀ¥Àr¸À¯ÁUÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ. ºÉaÑ£À ªÀiÁ»wAiÀÄ£ÀÄß PÀbÉÃjAiÀÄ ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ°è ºÁUÀÆ 
htpps:kppp.karnataka.gov.in £À°è ¥ÀqÉAiÀÄ§ºÀÄzÁVzÉ.

¸À»/- f¯Áè¢üPÁj,
aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ f¯Éè, aPÀÌªÀÄUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ


