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SC refers to practical difficulties of IT sleuths if
advance search notice served on offenders

PRESS TRUST OF
INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 10:
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday highlighted the
p r a c t i c a l
difficultiesfaced by
investigators in the digital
age and said giving a prior
notice before a search
andseizure could
effectively end an
investigation before it
begins.The top court was
hearing a PIL challenging
the scope of search and
seizure powers

underSection 132 of the
Income Tax Act on the
ground that it has the
potential of misuse by
theauthorities.Section 132
of the Income Tax Act
empowers IT officials to
conduct a search and
seizure whenthey have
"reason to believe" that a
person has undisclosed
income, assets, or
documents.A bench
comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
JoymalyaBagchi and N V
Anjariaheardsubmissions
by senior advocate Sanjay

Hegde, appearing for PIL
petitioner Vishwaprasad
Alva,for some time and
later deferred it for
consideration after two
weeks.During the hearing,
Justice Bagchi
highlighted the practical
challenges of issuing
priornotice in search and
seizure cases,
particularly in the digital
era.Justice Bagchi said
giving advance notice
could defeat the very
purpose of an
i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a s
electronic evidence can

be easily destroyed."If
notice is given for search
and seizure, there is a
potential for destroying
the evidence.The best
way to snub out such an
investigation against the
digital record is to destroy
thedevice itself," he
said.Hegde said the
impugned provision
provides excessive power
in the hands of tax
authorities and exposes
not  only the al leged tax
evader but  also third
parties  to  coercive
action."Suppose you go

 IN BRIEF
Report on social justice

NEW DELHI, FEB 10:  RajyaSabha Congress MP
MukulBalkrishnaWasnik on Tuesday asked the
government to come out with annual report on social
justice and table it in Parliament on the lines of
economic survey.The government tables economic
survey in Parliament prior to the Union
Budget.Raising the issue during Zero Hour in the
House, Wasnik said India should institutionalise an
annual report on the state of social justice and table
it in Parliament just like the economic survey."This
report should serve as a data-driven strategic guide
to uphold the constitutional values of equality and
inclusivity, and should be available for discussion in
and outside Parliament," he said.The Congress MP
said the report on social justice must systematically
evaluate existing legal and policy frameworks to
ensure they meet constitutional mandates.

Congress says it acquired land for Wayanad
beneficiaries in four months; Left govt took year

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Wayanad (Kerala), Feb 10:  Leader of  the
Opposition in the Assembly V D Satheesan
onTuesday claimed that the Congress took
only four months to acquire land for building
housesfor the Mundakkai-Chooralmala
landslide victims, while the state
government took a year forthe same
purpose.Satheesan said that the party
initially had no plans to acquire land, as it
was to be providedby the state government
to build 100 houses."However, the state
government, at the last moment, informed
us of its unwillingness to do so, and therefore
we had to acquire land on our own," he
claimed while speaking to reporters here.
The July 2024 landslides in the Mundakkai-
Chooralmala area of  Wayanad claimed over
200 livesand destroyed hundreds of
homes.He further said that the party had
acquired around 3.5 acres of land and was
in the process ofcompleting the registration
of  another parcel of  land nearby."Once that
is completed, we will hold the foundation
stone-laying ceremony, after
whichconstruction will commence. It took
us only four months to acquire land, while
the government,with all its paraphernalia,
took a year. So where was the delay on our
part?" he asked.Satheesan also said that the

Taskforce setup on dark net, crypto to
monitor illegal narco trafficking: Govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 10:  The Government has set up a task force
on darknet and cryptocurrencyunder the multi-agency centre
(MAC) to monitor platforms facilitating narco-trafficking,
LokSabha was informed on Tuesday.In a written response,
Minister of State for Home Affairs NityanandRai said the
Governmenthas taken various steps for inter-agency
coordination between the Narcotics Control Bureau(NCB), state
anti-narcotics task forces (ANTFs) and border guarding forces
to curb cross-border and inter-state drug smuggling.Listing out
the steps.Rai said the task force has been set up under the MAC
mechanism with afocus on monitoring platforms facilitating
narco-trafficking, sharing of inputs on drugsmuggling amongst
agencies/MAC members, interception of  drug networks,
continuous capturing oftrends, modus operandi and nodes with
regular database updates and review of  related rules and laws.

In addition, a Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) has also
been set up at the central andstate levels to oversee significant
drug seizure investigations."NCB collaborates with other
agencies like Navy, Coast Guard, Border Security Force, and
StateANTFs to carry out joint anti-drug operations," he said.Rai
said a centralised digital database, namely National Integrated
Database on ArrestedNarco-Offenders (NIDAAN), developed
by the NCB in collaboration with the Inter OperableCriminal
Justice System (ICJS), has also been established to combat the
drug menace."The NIDAAN portal integrates data of  Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)offenders arrested
by all Drug Law Enforcement Agencies across the country,
includinginformation such as identity details, photographs,
fingerprints, case particulars and court-related information.

Canada should
take action

against killers
of Chandan

Kumar:
Karnataka

Home Minister
 PRESS TRUST OF

INDIA

BENGALURU, FEB 10:
Karnataka Home
Minister  G
Parameshwara on
Tuesday said the
Canadian gover nment
should take stern
action against  those
who shot  dead 37-
year-old techie
Chandan Kumar in
Toronto two days ago
in a  suspected
t a r g e t e d
kil l ing.Hail ing from
Thyamagondlu village
at  Nelamangala on
Bengaluru outskirts ,
Kumar was the only
child of  Nanda Kumar,
a retir ed teacher.His
parents have appealed
to the Centre and the
K a r n a t a k a
gover nment to  help
bring back his  body
f r o m
Toronto.Speaking to
r e p o r t e r s ,
Parameshwara said he
is  deeply pained to
lear n a bout Kumar's
kill ing.He added that
there is  no proper
information available
as  to  why the techie
was targeted.

"He was a talented
person who went there
and worked as a project
director. Strict action
should be taken in
accordance with the
existing laws in
Canada. I learnt that
the investigation has
b e g u n , "
P a r a m e s h w a r a
s a i d . R e g a r d i n g
bringing the body back
to India, he said the
matter has come to the
notice of the Indian
authorities and they
will make some
a r r a n g e m e n t s . T h e
grieving parents of
Kumar told
Parameshwara that
they have no reason to
live anymore after
losing their lone
child."Please help us
bring the body back at
the earliest," Kumar's
mother pleaded with
t h e
minister.Parameshwara
said the Karnataka
gover nment has
reached out to the
Indian Embassy in
Canada in this regard.

Congress-led Karnataka government had
provided funds to the

Kerala government for constructing
homes in Wayanad, and that the Indian
Union Muslim League(IUML)—a key
constituent of the UDF opposition—had
already completed the construction of
52houses, which would be handed over to the
beneficiaries soon."We will also do that," he
added.At the same time, he alleged that the
state government had received Rs 1,642 crore
for helpingthe Mundakkai-Chooralmala
disaster victims, but was neither providing
them with money formedical treatment nor
building a road or a bridge to the area."The
poor people are being victimised by the
government, which has collected money in
theirname and is holding on to it. Nothing
is being done for them. That is the problem,"
healleged.He further accused the state
government of being "incompetent", stating
that it could not evenproperly prepare a list
of those affected by the landslides in three
wards.During the press meet, Satheesan also
said that the Left front was "weakening",
which wasevident from the differences
between the CPI(M) and the CPI on various
issues, including thesigning of the
PradhanMantri Schools for Rising India (PM
SHRI) scheme."Team UDF, on the other hand,
stands united," he added.

A man carries ceremonial objects called, 'Kanwar', ahead of  the 'Mahashivratri'
festival, in Haridwar, Uttarakhand, Tuesday, PTI

after  the lawyer,  then
you go after  the clerk 's
phone.  Please see,  i t  is
notonly the evading
assessee who is  at  risk.
Anybody in contact is at
risk,  and the power is
keptwith the Joint
Commissioner,"  the
senior lawyer said.The
CJI  said the statutory
powers were neither
uncontrolled nor
unbridled."This is not an
uncontrolled or
unwieldy power.  Your
concerns wil l  go,"  the
CJI said.

Resolve disputes peacefully: Delhi HC to Sunjay Kapur's mother, wife
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 10:  The
Delhi High Court on Tuesday
asked the mother, wife and
family members of late
industrialist SunjayKapur to
"peacefully" resolve their
differences and not let God's
"blessing" of financial
wealth turn into a
"curse".Calling it a "sorry"
situation, Justice Mini
Pushkarna observed that the
family members, who are in
litigation with each other
over their estate, were
grieving and efforts should
be made to be respectful of
each other.The judge
therefore asked the senior
counsel appearing for
SunjayKapur's mother, wife
as well as sister to sit together
to resolve the issues in a
manner that everyone's
interest was safeguarded.

"Any chance of
mediation? Dirty linen is
being washed in court. God
has blessed you with
financial wealth," the court
said during the hearing."All
of you should try to respect

relations ...Way forward is
resolution in a peaceful
manner. Blessing should not
become a curse. Efforts need
to be from both sides," the
court orally observed.The
court was dealing with a
lawsuit by SunjayKapur's
mother, Rani Kapur, seeking
that their purported family
trust be declared "null and
void".In her lawsuit against
her daughter-in-law
PriyaKapur and others, 80-
year-old Rani Kapur has
alleged that the trust, which
was constituted in her name
in October 2017, was a
product of "forged,
fabricated and fraudulent"
documents and she had been
wrongly divested of all her
rights, assets and legacy.

During the hearing,
Justice Pushkarna observed
that the daughter-in-law
should see that it was the
plaintiff's husband who
"founded everything" and
fruits of his labour should be
shared by all.The court
issued notice to Rani Kapur
on an application by
PriyaKapur seeking

rejection of  the lawsuit. Rani
Kapur's senior counsel
denied all allegations against
her.It also issued notice to
PriyaKapur and other
defendants on Rani Kapur's
application to stay the
disbursal of dividends of a
company to the daughter-in-
law and to preserve the
estate.In the lawsuit, Rani
Kapur has sought a direction
to permanently restrain the
defendants - her daughter-in-
law PriyaKapur and others,
including grandchildren,
from utilizing or acting in
furtherance of the "RK
Family Trust" in any manner
whatsoever.Rani Kapur said
in her lawsuit that she was
the sole beneficiary of the
entire estate of her late
husband SurinderKapur,
who was the promoter of
various businesses,
including the 'Sona Group of
Companies', and a
"systematic fraud" was
committed on her when the
assets were transferred to the
"RK Family Trust". Till the
time of his demise, Sunjay
never confirmed to Rani

Kapur that she had actually
been divested of all her
rights, assets and legacy and
never provided a copy of
the purported RK Family
Trust to her, the plea
claimed."By means of a
complex web of illegal
transactions undertaken by
the defendant Nos. 1 to 9
(PriyaKapur and others) in
an unfortunate collusion
with the plaintiff's now
deceased son, late
Mr.SunjayKapur, all the
plaintiff's assets vest in one
fraudulent trust titled - RK
Family Trust, without her
knowledge," the lawsuit
said.SunjayKapur passed
away on June 12 after
collapsing during a polo
match in England. He
reportedly suffered a
sudden cardiac arrest.A
plea by KarismaKapoor's
two children challenging the
authenticity of the purported
will of their late father is
also pending in the high
court, with the kids accusing
his wife PriyaKapur of being
"greedy".The case will be
heard next in March.

RS MP Kartikeya Sharma
urges govt to regulate

online gaming ecosystem
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, FEB 10: RajyaSabha MP Kartikeya Sharma
on Tuesday urged the government toregulate online gaming,
from development to streaming, to ensure that the digital space
isfor children.Raising the issue during Zero Hour in the House,
the independent MP also demanded that thegovernment
should grant official sports status to eSports, which is
recognised globally."I want to address a digital frontier that
is full of promise as it is of peril. I am talkingabout the world
of  electronic gaming as we march towards the vision of  a Viksit
Bharat in2047. We must recognize the Orange Economy. Our
creative and digital sector is no longer aperipheral industry.
It is a vital pillar of our USD 1 trillion digital economy goal,"
Sharma said.He said that India's creative economy is valued
at about USD 30 billion, contributing tonearly 8 per cent of
our working population."However, we must distinguish
between two very different realities within the sector. On
onehand, we are witnessing the crisis of unregulated amateur
gaming and its impact. The sprawlingnature of  unregulated
amateur online gaming has led to grave repercussions,"
Sharma said, ashe referred to death of some children because
of game addiction.Clinical studies now show a direct link
between excessive, unregulated gaming and the rise ofADHD,
acute anxiety and depression amongst our children and youth,
Sharma said. "As a parent, not merely as a member of
parliament, I request the government to regulate theentire
ecosystem from game development to streaming, and mandate
game audits to ensure thesedigital spaces are safe for our
children,"He emphasised the need to create a safe and
conducive ecosystem.On the other hand, Sharma said there
is a potential for professional eSports, which largelyremains
untapped."We have millions of  serious, highly skilled
electronic gamers who are passionate about thiscraft. India
now boasts of 500 million amateur gamers, the largest gaming
audience in theworld, and lakhs of professional gamers," he
said, and added that India's gaming market iscurrently valued
at about USD 3.7 billion and projected to soar to USD 10 billion
by 2030.

He further said the animation, visual effects, gaming and
comics (AVGC) sector alone wouldrequire roughly about 20
lakh skilled professionals by 2030."It is a great opportunity
for our youth, for employment, particularly to unlock the
fullvalue of gaming design development professional leagues.
I urge the government to grantofficial sports status to eSports,
as they are also being accepted by internationalcompetitions,
Olympics and other bodies," Sharma said.In her Zero Hour
mention, SumitraBalmik (BJP) had expressed concern over
the increasing useof mobile phones among children and their
exposure to social media."Phone has become an addiction
among them," she said, and added that children keep vying
formaximum likes on their social media posts.The BJP member
emphasised the need to implement a digital detox initiative
to promote theoverall well-being of students.AIADMK
member M ThambiDuraidemanded that, as in Karnataka, the
Valmiki community should betreated as tribals.He said the
then chief minister of Tamil Nadu, J Jayalalithaa, had passed
a resolution in theassembly to include the Valmiki community
as a tribal category.


