
Avictimstrikes back
AkANkShyA ABISmRUTA

VirginiaRobertsGiuffre,knownas
Jenna,wassexuallyabusedbyher
fatherat theageof 7 in theirhouse in
Florida, rapedbyteenagersat theback
ofa truckwhosaid to thepolice that it
wasaconsensual threesome,andtraf-
fickedbyawell-knownsex trafficker
after shewas rapedbyastranger ina
motelwhenshewas trying toescape the
“GrowingTogether” foster system.Long
beforeJeffreyEpsteinandGhislaine
MaxwellmadeJennaasexslave (in the
summerof2000 inPalmBeachcounty)
—shehadtravelledwith themonly to
be traffickedtoacademics, scientists, a
primeminister,businessmenandeven
royalty—shehadwitnessesmultiple
systemsthatweremeant toprotecta
child failher.
Nobody’sGirl:AMemoirofSurviving

AbuseandFightingforJustice is a
memoir in fourparts—Daughter,
Prisoner, Survivor,Warrior—by
Giuffre,written incollaborationwith
theveteran journalistAmyWallace.
Jennadiedbysuicide inApril 2025, and
thebookwaspublishedposthumously
inOctober2025.
Giuffrewrites, “Therehasalways

beenevil in theworld.Buthumantraf-
ficking—theuseof force, fraud, or
coercion toobtain some typeof laboror
commercial sexact—isparticularly
venal, especiallywhen thevictimsare
minors.”Child sex trafficking is largely
seenasaconcern in theThirdWorld. In
2026, onequestionswhatdevelopment
implies.TheUS is theonly
UNmember that con-
tinues tohave legal child
marriages in 34of its
states.WhenRoeversus
Wadewasoverturned in
2022, asmanyas41 states
bannedabortion.Can the
USbeconsidereda
developedstatewhen it is
not a safeplace for its
womenandchildren?
Theauthorargues thatchildsextraf-

ficking isprevalent intheUSbut it is
underreportedandunderstudied.She
addsthat theCentre forMissingand
ExploitedChildrennotedthat“[D]uring
Covid-19pandemic,predators took
advantageofchildrenbeingevenmore
online,whichresulted ina106percent

increase incyber-tip-linereportsof
suspectedchildsexualexploitationin
justoneyear.” InAmerica,ameagre4
percentof lawenforcementagencies
havepersonneldedicatedtoexposetraf-
ficking.This leadsmostvictimstosur-
viveontheirwitsandluckfor rescue,as
didtheauthor.
Giuffrewriteswith the sensitivityof

a survivor, alternatingbetweenher
traumaticpast andbeautifulpresent,

givingbreathing space for the
readers as theygraspwith the
intensehorror throughwhich
she lived.Giuffredescribes
EpsteinandMaxwell as “two
halvesof awickedwhole”.Max-
wellwas “amolestorwithposh
mannersandaristocraticpedi-
gree”andplayedamatriarch
whorecruitedvulnerable
underagegirls togroomand

abuse them.EpsteinwantedJenna to
“regardhimasamentor,not apred-
ator”.Thismemoirportrayshowtraf-
ficking thrives inelite secrecy, in town
housesandprivate islands.
Thevulnerability thatMaxwelland

Epstein lookedforwasn’tmerelyfinan-
cialbutemotional.Theirgrooming
thrivedonthegradualerosionofa

child’s senseofautonomy.Giuffre
recountshowwhenher fatherabused
her, she’dclosehereyesandtellherself
that thegoodpartcomeswhenthebad
isover.She learnt to lookforwardto
movie timeandpopcornevenwhenshe
wasafraidofher father’sactions,and
angryathermother’s silence.She learnt
earlyonthat feeling lovedcomesafter
abuse—somethingonwhichEpstein
reliedheavily, tomakehisvictimsfeel
special, chosenandindebted.Giuffre
writes, “[H]e threwwhat lookedlikea
lifelinetogirlswhoweredrowning,girls
whohadnothing,girlswhowishedtobe
anddobetter.”Thischallenges thereal-
ity that trafficking involvedkidnappings
andclosedspaces. Itcanalso involve
promiseofabetter future—work,edu-
cation, travelandprotection.
Theauthorensures thatshewrites

abouther lifeasasurvivorwithvigourso
thathervoiceandefforts toseek justice
makefellowsurvivors feel seenandless
alone.Shewritesofherhusbandasa
saviourandarocksupport throughthe
yearsasshewent to trials,depositions,
andmediahouses torecallherexperi-
ences,andtodemanda justicesystem
that takes intoaccount thevictims’ testi-
monywhenever theyarereadytospeak
up.Shewasputonmediatrialsand
publicscrutiny,but itwasthesupportof
fellowsurvivorsandher lawyers that
kepthergoingevenwhentheyfelt
Epstein’sdeath inprisonrobbedthemof
their right toholdhimaccountable.
Thememoirbecomesacase study

inhowpatriarchy intersectswithclass
privilege. It asksuncomfortable
questions:Who isbelieved?Who is
protected?Whose traumabecomes
spectacle rather thanevidence?The
depictionof institutional failureand
thepowerofwealthas insulation is
unsettling.Amidthisall, there’san
endearing imageofJennabreakingthe
generationalcycleofhavingdistant
mother-daughter relationship,and
being intentionally involvedinher
daughter’s life toprotecther fromthe
evilsof theworld—evenwhenthatevil
isher formerhusbandwhoendedup
hittingher intheconfinesof theirhome
despite the life theybuilt together.
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Thereviewer isanindependentwriter
basedinSambalpur,Odisha.X/Insta-
gram:@geekyliterati
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Double-decker buses set
to powerDelhi tourism
ANUShkA BhARDwAj
NewDelhi, 27 February

Double-decker buses, frequently seen in
yesteryearBollywoodfilms, are returning
totheDelhiroadsafteragapofalmostfour
decades. In an initiative to promote tour-
ism in Delhi, open-top electric double-
deckerbusservicewaslaunchedonFriday,
with the promise of a premium interna-
tional experience. Still in the pilot stage,
the service will see the government
launching two to threemorebuseswithin
amonth.
In1989,amajorityofthedouble-decker

fleet was removed in Delhi due to high
maintenance cost andoperational issues.
InMumbai,thesebusesofficiallyretiredin
2023, amid much nostalgia after being
aroundforsome80years.
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

flagged off the tourist service that will
cover many landmark sites in the city.
TakingofffromPradhanmantriSangraha-
laya (PrimeMinisters’ Museum), the bus
will take tourists to prominent spots,
including Bharat Mandapam, National
WarMemorial, the newParliament com-
plex,DilliHaat,amongothers.
“We want to showcase the culture of

Delhiandreshapethecapitalasakeytour-
ist destination,” said Gupta at the bus
launch. The government will take feed-
backonthe initiativeand the routebefore
making a further decision. Pre-bookings
for the ride will start soon, with tickets
priced at ~500 for adults and ~300 for
children.

“Noothercityoffers ablendofBritish
heritageandmodernfacilities likeDelhi.
There is no reason tourism should not
grow,” said Delhi’s Tourism Minister
KapilMishra.
The63-seater open-topbus,manufac-

tured by Ashok Leyland’s arm Switch
Mobility, was gifted to the city’s tourism
departmentasacorporatesocialresponsi-
bility initiative.“PeopleseeDelhiasastop
before visiting Agra or Jaipur. We are
hoping to change that while keeping the
city’s pollution crisis in mind,” said
Dheeraj Hinduja, executive chairman of
Ashok Leyland. Noting the demand for
double-decker buses, Hinduja said: “We

havealreadydelivered110busesandhave
orders for 40more fromdifferent parts of
thecountry.”
The launch is aligned with the Delhi

government’s push for electric vehicles
(EVs).“OurvisionisthatEVsshoulddomi-
nate public vehicles in the city in the
comingyears.Underthat,whatevertrans-
portationweofferfortourism,willbeelec-
tric,”saidMishra.OnFebruary9,theDelhi
CM had launched 500 electric buses,
taking the total EV fleet of the Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC) to over
4,000.Currently,DelhihasthehighestEV
bus fleet followed by Maharashtra,
Karnataka, andHyderabad.

NovoNordisk,Abbott to launch
secondOzempicbrand in India
SANkET kOUl
NewDelhi, 27 February

DrugmakerAbbotthas tiedupwith
NovoNordisk India tocommercial-
ise Extensior, a semaglutide injec-
tion to be marketed as the second
brand of Type-II diabetes drug
Ozempic.
The partnership comes two

months after Ozempic’s India
launch and under-
scores Novo Nordisk’s
push to expand access
beyondmetrosandpre-
miumclinics.
Under the partner-

ship, Abbott will
exclusively distribute
and market Extensior
in the country, becoming the
secondcompany to secure soledis-
tribution rights for Novo’s sema-
glutide portfolio in India, after
Emcure Pharma.

“Themanufacturingwill remain
with Novo Nordisk,” people in the
know toldBusiness Standard.
They added that Extensior will

be available in three dosage forms:
0.25 milligram (mg), 0.5 mg and 1
mg, the same as Ozempic. While
Novo did not respond to queries
over pricing, people quoted above
said itwill be competitively priced.
The deal comes months after

Novo Nordisk entered a
similar partnership with
Emcure Pharma to com-
mercialise Poviztra, a 2.4
milligram (mg) semaglu-
tide injectionmarketed as
a second brand of the
weight-loss drug Wegovy
in India.

India’s weight loss segment has
beenwitnessing a deal frenzy over
the last few months, as semaglu-
tide is expected to lose patent pro-
tection inMarch.

Nobody’s Girl by Virginia Roberts Giuffre
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Price: $35
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Starting fromthePrimeMinisters’Museum, thebuswill take tourists to
prominent spots, includingBharatMandapam,andNationalWarMemorial

NCERT recalls
copies of banned
class 8 textbook
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NewDelhi, 27 February

TheNCERTonFriday issuedanadvisoryasking
anyone with copies of the banned class 8 text-
book thathadachapteron“judicial corruption”
to return themto the council headquarters.
In a strongly worded advisory, the National

Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) also called for all social media posts
that carry the chapter’s content bedeleted.
The Union Ministry of Education on

Thursdaywrote to theministriesof information
and broadcasting, and electronics, asking them
to stop the dissemination of a controversial
NCERT textbook through digital platforms and
electronic media after the Supreme Court
imposedabanon the social sciencebook.
The directive comes after the Supreme

Court on Thursday imposed a “complete blan-
ket ban”onany furtherpublication, reprinting
or digital dissemination of the book as it
contained “offending” contents on corruption
in the judiciary.
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comes two
months after
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