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New Delhi: A Delhi 
court, which on Friday 
discharged former chief 

minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and 21 others in the polit-
ically-charged liquor-pol-
icy case, expressed its 
displeasure with the 

CBI for using the phrase 
“South Group” while 
cautioning it to exercise 
restraint in its choice of 
language. The court also 

said such a nomenclature 
!nds no foundation in 
law, does not correspond 
to any legally-cognis-
able classi!cation and is 

wholly alien to the statu-
tory framework govern-
ing criminal liability.

“The court considers 
it necessary to place on 
record its concern with 
the repeated and deliber-
ate use of the expression, 

‘South Group’, by the 
investigating agency to 
describe a set of accused 
persons, ostensibly based 
on their regional origin or 
place of residence,” Spe-
cial Judge Jitendra Singh 
said. “It is equally signi!-

cant that no comparable 
regional descriptor has 
been employed for the 
remaining accused per-
sons. The prosecution 
narrative does not speak 
of any ‘North Group’ or 
similar categorisation. 
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