
06 VIJAYAWADA SUNDAY 15�02�2026 THE NEW SUNDAY EXPRESS

IT
 A

LW
A

Y
S

 S
E

E
M

S
  

IM
P

O
S

S
IB

L
E

 U
N

T
IL

 I
T

’S
  

D
O

N
E

 ❯
 N

E
L

S
O

N
 M

A
N

D
E

L
A



11 VIJAYAWADA SUNDAY 15�02�2026

Women voted against 
fear more than ideology 
to keep Jamaat out
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Though Bangladesh has produced 
two powerful women prime minis-
ters in its political history, the repre-
sentation and participation of  wom-
en in Bangladesh politics is poor.

Of  the 12.7 crore voters, nearly 
half  are women and male voters out-
number them by just 20-odd lakhs. 
And yet the number of  women who 
contested the elections this time was 
a mere 85 out of  over 2,000 candi-
dates. The number who won was a 
shocking seven. Of  the winners, six 
belong to the BNP. The seventh is an 
Independent who was earlier with 
BNP but walked out after she was de-
nied a ticket. 

Granular data on women’s turn-
out and voting pattern is awaited, 
but they had queued up in conspicu-
ously large numbers at the polling 
stations on 12 February and may 
have had a significant role in hold-
ing the Jamaat to 77 seats giving the 
BNP a clean sweep. 

BNP’s secret voter 
Besides the women’s vote, another 
reason for BNP’s strong perform-
ance could be the secret vote of  
staunch Awami Leaguers, particu-
larly women, who went out and vot-
ed in numbers for the BNP – not be-
cause they switched loyalty but to 
keep the Jamaat out. 

No one would speak on the record. 
But a 37-year-old male Dhaka resi-
dent whose family is traditionally 
pro-Awami League said he was 
stunned when a number of  his “fufis 
and mamis and a variety of  aunts” 
went and voted for the BNP. “I did 
not go to vote. 

But my aunts took a very firm and 
considered decision to vote BNP. 
They said it would be a kalanka – a 

disgrace -- if  their non-participation 
in the election enabled the Jamaat 
came to power,” he said. 

The BNP may have also benefitted 
from the floating voter called “fleet-
ing” or “sceptic” voters in Bangla-
desh who account for around 15% of  
votes. Not ideologically committed 
to any political party, they chose 
BNP this time since they did not 
have the Awami League option. 
Those who did not wish to waste 
their vote chose BNP as it is a 
“known devil” that Awami League 
has defeated in the past. The Jamaat 
in power is an unknown quantity. 

BNP on ‘probationary contract’
The Daily Star, a popular English 
newspaper in Dhaka, carried a “mes-
sage” to the newly elected govern-
ment from Naziba Basher, well know 
actor, dancer and a journalist at the 
paper. It was a message from a wom-
an voter to the new party in power, 
poignant but steely. 

“On one side stood a politics that 
openly imagines a future where wom-
en shrink, where our public lives are 
conditional, negotiated, permitted in 
moderation. On the other side stood 
a party whose history carries the 
smell of  muscle, patronage and street 
power, a past heavy with intimidation 
and extortion…. 

“Many of  us voted against fear 
more than for ideology. We voted to 
prevent our lives from being negoti-
ated in theological committees. We 
voted so our ambitions would not re-
quire permission slips…” She 
wrote.

“You were not handed a mandate 
of  love. You were handed a proba-
tionary contract.  And women were 
central to that contract.” Bangla-
desh’s women have put the new gov-
ernment on notice.

BNP’s Tarique 
Rahman poised 
to take oath as 
Bangladesh PM
DHAKA

Bangladesh President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin is expected to admin-
ister the oath of  office to the new 
cabinet of  BNP chairman Tarique 
Rahman within next four days, offi-
cials said on Saturday. Rahman’s 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
on Friday secured a sweeping victo-
ry with more than two-thirds major-
ity in the landmark parliamentary 
elections held on Thursday. 

The BNP leader is set to become 
the prime minister, replacing the in-
terim government chief  Muham-
mad Yunus. “In line with the Consti-
tution, the president will administer 
the oath at Bangabhaban,” Cabinet 
Secretary Sheikh Abdur Rashid said 
without giving any specific date for 
the oath ceremony.But a senior BNP 
policy making leader, preferring an-
onymity, told PTI that the swearing 
in ceremony is expected to be held 
on February 16 or 17.

The Constitution requires the cab-
inet oath taking ceremony to be fol-
lowed by the swearing-in of  new par-
liament members 
while a key aide to 
Rahman said the 
existing legal sce-
nario made the is-
sue a little compli-
cated. “The speaker 
of  the last parlia-
ment is supposed to 
conduct the MPs’ oath of  office but 
she resigned and is living in an un-
disclosed location. The deputy 
speaker is in jail,” he said, wishing 
not to be named.

In such circumstances, he said, the 
president might select someone to 
conduct the event of  administering 
the lawmakers’ oath as “the Constitu-
tion has kept a provision” for such an 
eventuality. The cabinet secretary, 
meanwhile, said the Constitution 
says the MPs-elect must take oath 
within three days of  the gazette noti-
fication and then the majority party 
would elect its parliamentary leader. 

Meanwhile, Tarique Rahman priori-
tised law and order in Bangladesh “at 
any cost,” saying the 13th general elec-
tion opened a new chapter for building 
a safe and humane Bangladesh. He 
also spoke about revival of  SAARC 
and how his government’s foreign pol-
icy will be guided by “greater interests 
of  Bangladesh and its people.” “Our 
paths and opinions may differ but in 
the interest of  the country, we must 
remain united. I firmly believe that 
national unity.” Rahman told. PTI

Border Guard Bangladesh personnel stand guard outside the conference room where BNP 
chairman Tarique Rahman is addressing media in Dhaka |  AFP

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: SUNDARGARH 
AT/PO-SANKARA, SUNDARGARH-770020, E-mail address-serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com 

No. Tender Online - RWCCESNG - 36 of 2025-26, Letter No. 864   /Dtd. 09/02/2026
e-Procurement NOTICE  

1.  Type of the Work :  Roads (MMSY) 
2.  Class of Contractor :  As specified in the column-6 of the Annexure
3.  Time of Completion : As specified in the column-5 of the Annexure 
4.  Detail Projects : As per Annexure attached 
5.  Estimated Cost : As specified in the column-4 of the Annexure 
6. Other details : 

Procurement Officer  Bid Identifi-
cation No. 

Availability of Tender 
on-line for bidding 

 

Last Date & 
Time of Seek-

ing Tender 
Clarification 

Date & Time of opening of tender

From To Technical Bid Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Chief Construction 
Engineer, Rural Works Circle, 

Sundargarh

RWCCESNG- 
36 of 2025-26

18.02.2026 
11:00 AM 

06.03.2026 
5:00 PM 

05.03.2026 
5:00 PM 

07.03.2026 
11:00 AM

 Will be intimated 
separately

Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in 
 

25001/130/2526

Sd/-Chief Construction Engineer,
   Rural Works Circle, SundargarhOIPR-25001/25133/1/25-26/0041
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IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


