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Chandigarh, February 14
Rural Haryanvis are more
Internet savvy than their
counterparts in Punjab.
According to the official
data of the Union Ministry
of State for Communica-
tions and Rural Develop-
ment, the Internet penetra-
tion in rural Haryana is
pegged at 1.11 crore con-
nections as compared to
rural Punjab’s 96 lakh — a
significant  difference of 15
lakh connections as on
March 1, 2025.

Over the past three years,
Haryana has witnessed an
impressive Internet growth
— from  over  85 lakh con-
nections in 2023 to 99 lakh
in 2024, while neighbouring
state of Punjab  has only
moved from  90 lakh con-
nections to 98 lakh during
the same period. 

While Haryana added
nearly 14 lakh Internet
subscribers between 2023

and 2024, surprisingly,
Punjab witnessed a dip of
nearly two lakh sub-
scribers.

These interesting

details were provided by
Minister of State for Rur-
al Development and Com-
munications Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar while

replying to a question in
the Lok Sabha recently.

As regards other parts of
India, the rural Internet
subscribers increased from

38 lakh connections in
2023  to 40 lakh connec-
tions in 2024 in Himachal
Pradesh. For Jammu and
Kashmir, the rural sub-

scriber base was pegged at
42 lakh, 43  lakh and 45
lakh for 2023, 2024 and
2025, respectively.

Rajasthan also registered
a steady increase in its
Internet subscriber base
— from 2.2 crore in 2023 to
2.5 crore in 2024 and 2.6
crore in 2025.

India’s most populous
state, Uttar Pradesh, posted
the most impressive
growth, with the subscriber
base increasing from 4.4
crore (2023) to 6.3 crore
(2024) and 6.5 crore (2025).
It was followed by Bihar —
3.2 crore in 2023 to 3.7  crore
in 2024 and 2025. Maha-
rashtra came next — 3.1
crore subscriber base in
2023 and 3.3 crore in 2024;
and registered a dip with
3.2 crore in 2025.

Across India, the Inter-
net connectivity in the
rural areas was pegged at
40 crore in 2025,  up from
39 crore in 2024 and 35
crore in 2023.

Rural Haryanvis more Net savvy than Punjab counterparts
State has 1.11 crore subscribers, 15 lakh more than neighbouring state: Govt in Lok Sabha 

PUNJAB LOSES 2L
SUBSCRIBERS

■ Haryana added 14 lakh
Internet subscribers
between 2023 and 2024,
connection count dipped
by 2 lakh in Punjab 

■ Rural Haryana has 1.11
crore connections as com-
pared to Rural Punjab’s
96 lakh in March 2025

■ Uttar Pradesh had the
highest subscriber base
of 6.5 crore, followed by
Bihar (3.7 crore) and
Maharashtra (3.1 crore)
in 2025

■ Across India, the Internet
connectivity in the rural
areas was pegged at 40
crore in 2025,  up from
39 crore in 2024 and 35
crore in 2023P
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SanjayYadav

Faridabad, February14 
More than 40 inmates at
Neemka Jail in Faridabad
have been on a hunger
strike since Friday against
the alleged mistreatment
by the jail administration. A
letter written by some
inmates detailing their
problems went viral on
social media on Saturday.

In the letter, the prisoners
have claimed that the num-
ber of days they are
allowed to talk to their fam-
ily members have been
reduced to two from three.
When some prisoners tried
to find out the reason, they
were allegedly abused by
jail officials.

The inmates have alleged
that they were being
threatened against raising
their voice. If they don’t
fall in line, they won’t be

allowed to go out and
would be confined to bar-
racks for 24 hours. 

“We are being treated
badly. If anything happens
to us, the jail administra-
tion will be responsible for
it,” states the letter under-
signed by Shubham, Kulb-
hushan, Ajay Kumar,
Wakeel, Rinku, Yogesh,
Deepak, Anil, Prashant,
Udham, Ankush, Varun
and others.

Recently in Neemka Jail,
Abdul Rehman, accused of
plotting to plant a bomb at
Ram Mandir, was killed in
his cell by another inmate,
Arun Chaudhary, leading
to major security con-
cerns. Following this, jail
officials were suspended
and a probe was ordered.
Despite repeated
attempts, Jail Superinten-
dent Sanjay Bangar could
not be contacted.

F’bad jail inmates 
go on hunger strike

Tribune News Service

Sonepat, February 14
Five friends were killed and
two others sustained seri-
ous injuries after the SUV
they were tavelling in
rammed into a tree on the
road connecting Bhawar
and Gharwal villages in the
Gohana area of Sonepat dis-
trict on Friday evening.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Rohit, alias Golu (24),
and Sagar (22) of Ghuskani
village and Ankush (25),
Deepak (25) and Sahil (27) of
Khidwali village. Ankit and
Mohit sustained serious
injuries in the accident.

All seven friends had gone to
attend a ‘bhaat’ ceremony at
Bhawar village and were
returning to their village, Jin-
dran in Rohtak district when
the accident happened. As they
reached the connecting road,
their SUV rammed into a tree.
The impact of the collision
severely damaged the vehicle.

The injured were rushed
to Bhagat Phool Singh Med-

ical College for Women,
where doctors declared
Rohit, Sagar, Ankush, Deep-
ak and Sahil dead. The
police reached the spot after
receiving information and
initiated an investigation.

ACP Rahul Dev said Sagar
was driving the vehicle. “Prima
facie, it appears the vehicle was
being driven at high speed. The
driver lost control, following

which vehilce collided with a
tree,” he said, adding that the
road was a single-lane stretch. 

Describing the incident as
unfortunate, the ACP said the
impact was so severe that the
vehicle struck the tree at a
height of around 15 feet, with
visible marks left on it. The
bodies were handed over to the
families after a post-mortem
examination, he added.

5 friends killed, 2 injured as
SUV rams into tree in Gohana

The Scorpio which rammed into a tree in the Gohana area of Sonepat.

Karnal, February 14
A state-level meeting of the
Haryana Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Morcha was held
on Thursday at the Dera Kar
Sewa. Representatives from
various farmer organisa-
tions strongly opposed the
India–US trade deal and
announced a major agita-
tion across the state. The
morcha declared a three-
day “Mahapadav” (mass sit-
in) at the Chief Minister’s
residence in Kurukshetra
from February 23 to 25.

Speaking to the media,

Jagdeep Singh Aulakh, state
core committee member of the
BKU (Sir Chhotu Ram);
Bhadur Mehla, spokesperson
for the BKU (Sir Chhotu Ram);
Mandeep Nathwan, state pres-
ident of the Pagri Sambhal Jat-
ta Kisan Sangharsh Samiti;
Amarjeet Mohri; and other sen-
ior leaders outlined their plans.
Farmers from across Haryana
will gather at the Devi Lal Park
on February 23 before march-
ing to the CM’s residence to
begin the sit-in. On February
24, a torch march will be held in
Kurukshetra city, with thou-

sands expected to join it.
“As part of the protest pro-

gramme, effigies of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini will be
burnt in all districts of
Haryana on February 17 and
18,” said Aulakh.

He alleged that the trade deal
would prove disastrous for
Indian farmers. He accused the
Central government of conspir-
ing against farmers and favour-
ing domestic and foreign cor-
porate interests. — TNS

Farmers to hold three-day sit-in
against US trade deal from Feb 23
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