
PATNA
SUNDAY
MARCH 01, 2026 07My India

citing an Israeli source.
Iranian state television said

Pezeshkian was “safe and
sound”, while the Fars news
agency said “missile impacts
were reported in the Keshvar-
doost and Pasteur districts” of
Tehran.
Witnesses told AFP corre-

spondents they had heard at
least three blasts in the area.
AFP journalists also saw long
lines of people queueing at bak-
eries at various locations in
Tehran.
The attacks came after US

President Donald Trump
expressed frustration at Iran’s
stance in negotiations over its
nuclear and missile pro-
grammes.
Trump said Washington’s

goal was “eliminating immi-
nent threats” from Iran, and
Israel’s Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said the opera-
tion was to remove an “existen-
tial threat”.
“The United States’ military

began major combat opera-
tions in Iran,” Trump said in a
video message posted on his
social media site while he spent
the weekend at his Florida golf
club.

Totally ‘obliterated’
“We are going to destroy their
missiles and raze their missile
industry to the ground. It will
be totally, again, obliterated.
We’re going to annihilate their
navy,” Trump said, warning of
possible US casualties.
He offered Iranian forces

including the Revolutionary
Guards “immunity” should
they surrender, or “certain
death” if not, and told Iranians
the “hour of your freedom is at
hand”, urging them to rise up
and “take over your govern-
ment”.
Israel’s Netanyahu echoed

this call, telling Iranians that
the time had come to “cast off
the yoke of tyranny”.
The Israeli army warned Ira-

nians in or around military
infrastructure across Iran to
evacuate after announcing it
was conducting a “broad
strike” on multiple military tar-
gets.
Iran again vowed to

“respond decisively to the
aggressors”, and the Guards
announced they had targeted
the US Fifth Fleet in Bahrain as
well as targets in Israel.
“The IRGC’s missiles and

drones have struck the head-
quarters of the US Navy’s Fifth
Fleet in Bahrain and other
American bases in Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates, as
well as military and security
centres in the heart of the occu-
pied territories, with severe
blows,” the Guards said.
“I saw with my own eyes two

Tomahawk missiles flying hori-
zontally toward targets,” a Teh-
ran office worker told AFP on
condition of anonymity. “At
first we heard a dull noise and
thought it was a fighter jet.”
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Syria, the

UAE and Israel all closed their
airspaces to civilian traffic, at
least in part, and multiple air-
lines cancelled flights to the
Middle East. US embassies in
the Gulf urged American citi-
zens to take shelter.

Blasts and sirens
Explosions were also heard
over central Doha and near
Al-Udeid military base, the
largest US facility in the region,
and an AFP journalist saw an
interceptor take out one missile
in a puff of white smoke, as
Qatar’s defence ministry said it
had “repelled a number of
attacks”.
Kuwait and the UAE also
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Donald Trump with the cap-
tions “PM is compromised”.
They also shouted slogans
against the PM over the US
trade deal as they held their
T-shirts.
“Once Congress was the INC-

the Indian National Congress.
But today, it is no longer INC.
Instead of INC, it has become
MMC. MMC means Muslim
League Maoist Congress,” Modi
said in his latest tirade against
the party on Saturday, adding
that Congress is “losing across
the nation, and in anger, they
are taking revenge by tarnishing
India’s image”.
History bears witness that the

Muslim League hated India, and
that is why it partitioned the
country, Modi said, further
claiming that the Congress is
doing the same. “Maoists too
hate India’s prosperity, our Con-
stitution, and our successful
democracy. They attack from
ambush. Congress also sneaks
in anywhere to defame the
nation. The country will never
forgive such misdeeds of Con-
gress,” he said.
The Prime Minister also

alleged that its the Congress’s
“old habit” to defame the nation
and weaken its armed forces.
“Remember, this is the same
Congress that left our soldiers
longing even for weapons and
uniforms. This is the same Con-
gress that deprived military
families of One Rank One Pen-
sion for years. This is the same
Congress under whose rule
massive scams took place in
defence deals with foreign
countries,” he said.
In contrast, the armed forces

have struck hard against terror-
ists and enemies over the last
years, Modi said. “Our army has
been victorious in every mis-
sion, every battle. From surgical
strikes to Operation Sindoor,
they proved their valour,” he
said. “Yet Congress leaders
chose to amplify the lies of our
enemies. Whatever is good for
the nation, whatever benefits
the people, Congress opposes it
all. That is why today the coun-
try is teaching Congress a les-
son.”
Former Rajasthan chief min-

ister and Congress leader Ashok
Gehlot hit back, calling Modi’s
comments a “symbol of his
political desperation”. “For
those belonging to an ideology
that did not sacrifice even a fin-
gernail in the freedom struggle
to level allegations of dividing
the country against the Con-
gress, a party with a glorious
history of leading the freedom
struggle, is not only ridiculous
but also proof of moral bank-
ruptcy,” he said in a statement.
Gehlot said the PM should

not consider himself “bigger
than the nation”. “Modi ji,
remember that opposing you is
not opposing the nation. Do not
make the mistake of consider-
ing yourself bigger than the
country,” he said.
As part of the HPV vaccina-

tion campaign launched in
Kayad, Ajmer, several girls were
administered the vaccine. The
PM also interacted with the
beneficiaries on the occasion. 
According to officials, the

campaign will cover girls aged
14 years. As per Registrar Gen-
eral of India 2021 estimates, the
annual cohort of 14-year-old
girls is around 12 million, who
are expected to benefit from this
initiative each year.
Officials familiar with the

matter said a single-dose “Gar-
dasil 4” vaccine, a quadrivalent
HPV vaccine, will be used under
the campaign. The injection
provides protection against
HPV types 16 and 18, which are
responsible for cervical cancer,
as well as types 6 and 11.
Modi also inaugurated and

the laid the foundation stone of
projects worth around ₹17,000
crore in Ajmer. He also handed
over appointment letters to
more than 21,000 youths.

PM ATTACKS CONGRESS reported intercepting incoming
Iranian missiles, with Abu
Dhabi saying it “reserves its full
right to respond” and slam-
ming the attacks as “a danger-
ous escalation”.
A bombing that targeted an

Iraqi military base housing a
pro-Iran group killed at least
two fighters, sources from the
powerful group Kataeb Hezbol-
lah told AFP.
“We will soon begin attack-

ing American bases in response
to their aggression,” the group
said.
With the strikes underway,

the exiled son of Iran’s last
shah voiced confidence in vic-
tory against the Islamic repub-
lic. 
“We are very close to final

victory. I want to be by your
side as soon as possible so that
together we can take back and
rebuild Iran,” Reza Pahlavi,
who lives in the Washington
area, said in an online video
address.

Burj Khalifa evacuated 
after Iranian strikes
Dubai’s Burj Khalifa, the
world’s tallest building, was
evacuated after explosions
were heard across the city as
Iran launched retaliatory mis-
sile strikes targeting US mili-
tary locations across the Gulf
following joint American and
Israeli attacks on Tehran, as
per media reports.
Iran carried out attacks tar-

geting locations in Abu Dhabi
and Dubai in the United Arab
Emirates, as well as Doha in
Qatar and Riyadh in Saudi Ara-
bia.
Residents in Dubai told AFP

they heard loud explosions and
saw missiles moving across the
sky. “It was a big explosion, and
it made the windows shake,”
one witness said.
A first wave of explosions

had been reported earlier in the
day, followed by more blasts
later.
The UAE’s ministry of

defence said a civilian of Asian
nationality was killed after mis-
sile debris fell in a residential
area of Abu Dhabi.
“Such acts constitute a dan-

gerous escalation and a cow-
ardly act that threatens the
safety of civilians and under-
mines stability,” the ministry
said in a statement.

The five are Harivansh Narayan
Singh and Ram Nath Thakur of
the JD(U), Prem Chand Gupta
and Amarendra Dhari Singh of
the RJD, and Upendra Kush-
waha of the RLM, a constituent
of the NDA.
A senior BJP leader, familiar

with the matter related to Rajya
Sabha polls, ruled out any seat
going to the NDA allies, putting
Kushwaha’s candidature at
stake. 
Kushwaha is a former Union

minister who entered the Upper
House in 2025 with the help of
the BJP. 
“Kushwaha cannot bargain

for MLC and Rajya Sabha seats,
both at a time. In such a scenar-
ion BJP would be contesting
three and JD (U) two seats as
Nitish Kumar’s party is not keen
on third seat,” said the BJP
leader.
Suspense continues ove new-

ly-elected BJP national presi-
dent Nitin Nabin, who the party
insiders said would like to con-
test Lok Sabha polls from Patna
rather than going to Rajya
Sabha. “But the ultimate deci-
sion would be taken by senior
leaders,” said a leader.
Given the present arithmetic,

the NDA could easily win four
seats, while one seat could go to
the opposition. 
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