
T  M U R U G A N A N D H A M  @ Chennai

IN a game of  one-upmanship be-
tween DMK and AIADMK on 
populist pledges ahead of  the 
Assembly polls, AIADMK gen-
eral secretary Edappadi K Pal-
aniswami on Tuesday gave five 
more poll promises, including a 
one-time cash assistance of  Rs 
10,000 to all families in Tamil 
Nadu “to offset the rising living 
cost due to multiple taxes levied 
by the DMK government”, and 
Rs 1,000 cash aid for Pongal.

Palaniswami, who had earlier 
made 10 poll promises in two in-
stallments, announced the third 
set of  assurances on the birth 
anniversary of  former chief  
minister J Jayalalithaa during a 
press briefing at the AIADMK 
headquarters in Chennai.

Palaniswami charged that the 
DMK regime led by Chief  Min-
ister MK Stalin has levied mul-
tiple taxes, causing a sharp rise 
in the prices of  essential com-
modities over the past five years, 
severely affecting the people. 
“To reduce this hardship, com-
passionate assistance of  Rs 
10,000 will be provided to every 
family,” Palaniswami said. The 
AIADMK leader said graduates 
who have registered with em-
ployment exchange and await 

jobs will be provided a monthly 
assistance of  Rs 2,000. Those 
who have studied up to Class 12 
and registered with employment 
exchange will get a monthly aid 
of  Rs 1,000, he said.

On whether the AIADMK 
government will also hike tax-
es to fulfil its electoral prom-

ises, Palaniswami explained 
that there are many ways to in-
crease tax revenue. “Through 
experts in the finance depart-
ment, we will explore all pos-
sible avenues for enhancing 
and augmenting revenue, and 
by increasing such taxes where 
feasible,” he added.
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‘KERALA STORY 2’ ROW

HC poses series of 
questions to makers

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

THE Kerala High Court on 
Tuesday orally observed that 
the apprehensions of  the peo-
ple of  Kerala cannot be ignored, 
as the makers of  the film “Ker-
ala Story 2: Goes Beyond” have 
used the state’s name in the ti-
tle and claimed that it is based 
on a real story.

The court orally observed that 
Kerala lives in communal har-
mony. However, the makers have 
portrayed that such incidents 
are happening all over Kerala. 
There is a wrong indication, 
which could incite passions.
That is where the Censor Board 
comes into play. “Have you con-
sidered that?” the court asked 
the counsel for the Central 
Board of  Film Certification. The 
Central government notifica-
tion emphasises communal har-
mony, and the court asked 
whether these requirements 
have been satisfied in granting 
certification to the film.

Justice Bechu Kurian Tho-
mas was considering a petition 
filed by Sreedev Namboodiri, of  
Kannur, challenging the certifi-

cation granted to the film. The 
petitioner also sought to sus-
pend the exhibition and release 
of  the film. He argued that the 
certification was granted with-
out adequate examination of  its 
impact on public order, decency,
and morality, as mandated un-
der Section 5B of  the Cinemato-
graph Act, 1952. The concluding 
statements in the teaser and 
trailer allegedly amount to a call 
for retaliatory action, creating a 
real and imminent apprehen-
sion of  law and order issues.

The court sought the filmmak-
ers’ stand on whether a screen-
ing of  the film could be ar-
ranged. However, in the 
afternoon session, counsel for 
the producers submitted that the 
court should first decide wheth-
er the petitions before it are in 
the nature of  public interest liti-
gation or private litigation.

EPS promises `10k/family 
if AIADMK comes to power

A one- 
time relief 
assistance  

of Rs 10,000 
will be 

provided  
to every 
family

Graduates 
registered

with 
employment 

exchanges  
will receive  

Rs 2,000 
monthly

Relief for 
fishermen  

will be 
increased 

from Rs 8,000 
to Rs 12,000 

during 
the ban

Additional 
assistance of 

Rs 1,000 will be 
given to 

families along 
with annual 

Pongal 
package

The party will waive cooperative loans taken by roadside vendors

S I X  P R O M I S E S

Naidu calls ghee adulteration gravest scam in Tirumala history
S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

NEARLY 20 crore laddus were 
prepared using adulterated 
ghee in Tirumala during the 
previous regime, Andhra 
Pradesh Chief  Minister  
N Chandrababu Naidu al-
leged in the State Assembly on 
Tuesday, calling it one of  the 
gravest scandals in the history 
of  Tirumala Tirupati Dev-

asthanams (TTD). Organised 
syndicates conspired to com-
promise the sanctity of  Srivari 
prasadam, hurting the senti-
ments of  millions of  devotees, 
he charged.

Speaking during a short dis-
cussion on the alleged sacrilege
of  the laddu prasadam, Naidu 
presented a detailed account of  
how the scandal unfolded. He 
claimed that 59.71 lakh kg of  spu-

rious ghee worth Rs 234.51 crore 
was supplied between 2019 and 
2024, with tenders manipulated, 
quality standards diluted, and 
lab reports suppressed. He 
said the conspiracy began 
when tender rules were al-
tered in January-February 
2020 to reduce quality bench-
marks, allowing ineligible 
dairy companies to 
win contracts.

In August 2022, the CFTRI lab 
report had confirmed ghee adul-
teration with beta-sitosterol, but 
the report was ignored. Later, in 

July 2024, the NDDB report 
had found animal fat in 
ghee samples. He alleged 
that then TTD Chairman 
YV Subba Reddy’s aide ac-
cepted a Rs 4.5 crore bribe, 

while fake certificates 
were submitted to se-

cure tenders. During SIT investi-
gation, drums of  monoglycerides 
and acetic acid used in adultera-
tion, along with a diary detailing 
bribes, were seized. Technical 
staff  were allegedly bribed with 
expensive phones to facilitate the 
entry of  spurious ghee tankers.

Naidu stressed that this was 
not just a financial malpractice 
but a grave insult to the deity 
and devotees worldwide.

DEADLY MISHAP
A 20-year-old woman was killed and seven others were injured after a private bus 

overturned on Kattur Outer Ring Road near Avadi in Tamil Nadu on Tuesday | EXPRESS

Free electricity 
for handloom 

weavers will be 
increased to 

450 units, and 
for powerloom 

weavers to 
1,400 units

Four senior leaders of the banned CPI (Maoist) party, including 
Politburo member Tippiri Thirupati alias Devuji alias Kumma Dada 
and Central Committee member Malla Raji Reddy alias Sangram, 
surrendered before Telangana DGP B Shivadhar Reddy on Tuesday

Mobile phone ban 
impractical: KSCPCR

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ B e n g a l u r u

WITH increasing number of  
crimes where students are in-
fluenced by social media and 
lack of  awareness about the 
same among parents, schools 
and children, the Karnataka 
State Commission for Protec-
tion of  Child Rights (KSCPCR) 
has sent a set of  recommen-
dations to different depart-
ments including the depart-
ment of  school education and 
literacy, police department, 
Directorate of  Child Protec-
tion and Departments of  IT, 
BT and Science and technol-
ogy to increase digital litera-
cy among the stakeholders.

Shashidhar Kosambe, In-
terim Chairman of  KSCPCR, 
said, “Banning mobile 
phones for children under 
the age of  16 is practically 
not possible because a lot of  
schools send their assign-
ments on parents’ phone, 
some schools conduct online 
classes during the time of  
emergency and so on. But 
what can be done is that all 
the departments can work in 
collaboration by implement-
ing these recommendations 
given by the commission.”

A recent report released in 
June 2025 by KSCPCR in col-
laboration with the Child-
Fund India revealed that the 
age group of  15-18 years were 
found to be most vulnerable 
to unsafe interactions on so-
cial media or online plat-
forms and majority of  them 
involved strangers. Kosambe 
said, “We conducted this sur-
vey in five districts including 
Bengaluru, Chamrajanaga-
ra, Belagavi, Chikkamagalu-
ru and Raichur. Six schools 
were surveyed in each dis-
trict and the data was sur-
prising to us.”

As per the recommenda-
tions, the KSCPCR has urged 
the GoK to build playground 
across city and rural schools 
so that it promotes outdoor 
sports and events that in-
volve physical activities in-
stead of  being glued to 
screens; create IEC material 
to encourage the use of  pa-
rental control software on 
devices used by children, 
with tutorials for parents 
and caregivers on their effec-
tive use; coordinate with tech 
companies and cyber secu-
rity experts to develop tools 
for identifying and removing 
harmful content.

AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami distributes sweets on the birth 
anniversary of former TN CM J Jayalalithaa in Chennai on Tuesday | ASHWIN PRASATH


