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Sanjay Raut asks
BJP to revisit its
past stand on
Tipu Sultan

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Mumbai/ New Delhi,
16 February

Amid the ongoing controversy
over Congress state president
Harshvardhan Sapkal’s
remarks comparing Tipu
Sultan with Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, Shiv Sena
(Thackeray faction) MP Sanjay
Raut on Monday criticised
the BJP, asking it to review
its own past position on the
18th Century Mysore ruler
before attacking others.

In a statement, Raut said
that although the BJP has
strongly opposed Sapkal’s
statement, the party should
first examine the stand it
had previously taken regarding
Tipu Sultan. He pointed out
that former President Ram
Nath Kovind had praised
Tipu Sultan during a visit to
Karnataka. He also claimed
that several civic bodies
governed by the BJP had
initiated projects named after
Tipu Sultan in the past.

Accusing the BJP of creating
unnecessary controversy,
Raut alleged that the party
was attempting to incite
communal tensions between
Hindus and Muslims wherever
possible. “There are currently
no elections in the state. Then
why create such anuproar?”
he asked.

Raut lamented that the
BJP has never agitated for
issues concerning common
citizens,labourers, students,
and the poor but whips up
controversy over historical
characters.

He asserted that Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj is Maharashtra's
pride and does not need
validation from the BJP.
“Historical facts cannot be
changed,” he said, advising
the BJP not to provoke
unnecessary disputes over

Seven killed in Rajasthan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Jaipur, 16 February

t least seven

workers were burnt

alive and four

others sustained
grievous injuries in amassive
fire that broke out at a chemical
factory in the Khushkhera
industrial area of
Khairthal-Tijara district in
Rajasthan on Monday
morning,

Unofficial sources put the
death toll at eight. However,
officials could not confirm
this. Only three of the deceased,
who hailed from Motihari
district in Bihar, have been

identified so far. The remaining
victims will be identified
through DNA profiling.

According to police and
fire brigade sources, the blaze
erupted with aloud explosion
early in the morning and
quickly engulfed the entire
factory premises, triggering
panicin nearby areas. Around
25 workers were present there
at the time of the mishap.

Sources alsoindicated the
possibility of illegal
manufacturing of firecrackers
at the factory.

District Collector Aartika
Shukla said that a small
quantity of mild explosive
material might have been

chemical factoryblast

Prime Minister Modi expresses grief:

New Delhi/Jaipur: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed grief over the incident where seven people lost
their lives, and several others sustained injuries in a major
fire at a factory in the Khushkhera industrial area of
Bhiwadi in Rajasthan on Monday morning. PMO on social
media platform X stated: “The fire mishap in Bhiwadi is
tragic and deeply saddening. He conveyed his condolences
to the families of those who lost their lives and prayed for
the speedy recovery of the injured.” Chief Minister Bhajan
Lal Sharma, his predecessor Ashok Gehlot and Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Tika Ram Jully expressed grief and
sorrow over the death of 7 persons in the fire tragedy.
According to police, the fire broke out in a chemical unit
around 9:00-9:30 a.m. on Monday. While addressing the
media, additional SP Bhiwadi, Atul Sahu, said that seven
people have died so far. Four to five workers who were
injured have been referred to AIIMS Delhi for treatment,
and their condition is being monitored. He added that the
rescue operation has been completed.

stored on the premises, which
could have triggered the blast
and the subsequent fire.

The flames spread rapidly
due to combustible material
piled up inside the factory,
sources added.

More than half a dozen
fire brigade units were
immediately pressed into
service to douse the flames.
Firefighters worked for several
hours before bringing the
blaze under control.
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Clashoverreservationin Bihar Assembly
as Oppositiondemands 85 per centquota

IMRANMOJIB
Patna, 16 February

The Opposition opened a front
against the state government
intheBihar Legjslative Assembly
on Monday accusing the Nitish
Kumar government of being
“anti-reservation”. Holding
postersand banners, Opposition
legislators reiterated their
demand to implement 85 per
cent reservation.

MLAs from the RJD and
other Opposition parties
demanded that as per the
caste-based survey conducted
in the state by the
Mahagathbandhan (Grand
Alliance) government in 2023,
the scope of reservation should
be expanded in proportion to
the population. Thelegislators
alleged that the NDA government
is depriving backward
communities of their rights by
adopting a double standard
on the issue of reservation.

They staged a sit-in at the
main door of the Assembly.
As soon as the proceedings
began, they rushed into the
Well of the House, carrying

THEY SAID UNTILTHE GOVERNMENT INCREASES THE RESERVATION
LIMITTO 85 PER CENTAND TAKES CONCRETE STEPSTO INCLUDEIT
INTHENINTH SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION, THEIR PROTEST
WILL CONTINUE. THEYTERMED ITAN INJUSTICEAGAINSTTHE

MAJORITY POPULATION OF BIHAR.

posters with slogans reading;
“‘Implement 85 per cent
Reservation.”

They saiduntil thegovernment
increases the reservation limit
to85 per cent and takes concrete
steps toinclude it in the Ninth
Schedule of the Constitution,
their protest will continue. They
termed it an injustice against
the majority population of
Bihar. After the caste census
in2023,the Bihar government
had approved 65 per cent
reservation for the SCs, STc
and OBCs, apart from the 10
per cent EWS reservation
provided to Economically
Weaker Sections not covered
under SC,ST,and OBC categories
in Central government jobs
and educational institutions.

In November 2023, the Bihar
government issued a gazette
notification announcing an

increase in reservation from
50 per cent to 65 per cent.
Subsequently; the Bihar Legjslative
Assembly unanimously passed
the Bihar Reservation
Amendment Bill toimplement
65 per cent reservation.
However, after hearing a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
filed against this decision, the
Patna High Court struckdown
the Bihar government’s decision
to increase reservation from
50 per cent to 65 per cent. The
High Court stated that 65 per
cent reservation violates the
50 per cent cap set by the
Supreme Court.
Additionally, the court noted
that after adding 10 per cent
reservation for Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS), the
total reservation would reach
75 per cent, which is not in
accordance with the Constitution.

PM Modi, Grand Mufti Sheikh
Abubakr Ahmaddiscusssocial
harmony andeducation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 16 February

Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Monday shared details
of his recent meeting with
Sheikh Abubakr Ahmad, the
Grand Mutfti of India, describing
the interaction as productive
and comprehensive.

Taking to X, the Prime
Minister said, “Had a very
good interaction with Sheikh

focused on promoting
communal harmony, advancing
educational opportunities,
and strengthening social
cohesion across communities.

The Prime Minister is learnt
to have acknowledged the
Grand Mufti’s sustained efforts
to encourage inclusivity and
expand access to education,
particularly among marginalised
groups.

Sheikh Abubakr Ahmad, a

peaceful coexistence within
India’s diverse social fabric.
The interaction assumes
significance amid the
government’s continued
emphasis on the “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas”
vision, underscoring its
commitment to inclusive
development and collective
progress. Political observers
note that such engagements
reflect ongoing efforts to build

CongressslamsIndia-UStradepact,saysitbinds
New Delhion Russian, Iranian oil commitments

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 16 February

In a scathing critique of the
recently announced India-United
Statestrade agreement, Congress
leader and MP Randeep Singh
Surjewala accused the
government of compromising
India’s sovereignty and energy
security by acquiescing topressure
tocurbcrudeoil purchases from
Russia and Iran.

Surjewala highlighted public
statements by US officials,
including Marco Rubio, who
said India had committed to

remarks came at the Munich
Security Conference, where he
said Washington had “gotten
theircommitmenttostopbuying
additional Russianoil” following
talks with Indian officials.
“Now, under the US trade
agreement, India will be forced
to buy crude oil from America
and Venezuela at much higher
prices... Thisisadirect compromise
of India’s sovereignty and
self-reliance,” Surjewalaalleged,
asserting that such commitments
undermine India’s traditional
energy procurement strategy.
India is one of the world’s

and Iran, benefiting from
discounted rates.Under pressure
from the United States to align
itsenergy purchases with Western
sanctions regimes, New Delhi
has faced growing scrutiny,
though Indian officials have
repeatedly emphasised that
energy decisions are guided by
national interest and strategic
autonomy rather than external
dictates. Surjewalaalsoquestioned
provisions of the trade agreement
reportedly requiring India to
purchase USgoods worth about
$100 billion annually over the
next five years—atotal of $500
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