
3GUWAHATI & STATE SUNDAY, MARCH 01, 2026

North-East region. Dr. L.K.
Baishya, Head (NRM) and
Chairman of the Kisan Mela,
presented an overview of the
event, while Dr. A.K. Balange,
CIC & Head (APF) and Con-
vener, highlighted major
achievements and initiatives of
the Institute. Institute publica-
tions were released during the
programme.The event was
graced by the Guests of
Honour in the following se-
quence: Narendra Shivaji Patel,
Hon’ble Minister of State for
Public Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Government of Madhya
Pradesh;Shri Krishnakantha
Borah, Bharatiya Kisan
Sangha;Shri Rahul Javir, IAS,
District Commissioner, Dhemaji;
and,Shri Jadav Pegu, ACS, Prin-
cipal Secretary, Mising Au-
tonomous Council.Each Guest
of Honour appreciated the
farmer-centric initiatives of IARI
Assam and encouraged adop-
tion of scientific and sustainable
farming practices. They empha-
sized the importance of Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs),
value addition, and community
participation in agricultural
development.The Chief Guest,
Shri Ranoj Pegu, Hon’ble Min-
ister of Education and Welfare
of Plain Tribe and Backward
Classes, Government of Assam,
lauded the efforts of ICAR–
IARI, Assam in promoting sus-
tainable and climate-resilient ag-
riculture. He highlighted the op-
portunities created by IARI
Assam for local youth to pur-
sue diploma programmes and
establish agri-startups. He en-
couraged farmers to actively
participate in such fairs and
community plantation drives
and appreciated the dedication
of scientists and students in im-
proving the socio-economic
status of farmers in the
region.The programme included
felicitation of innovative farm-
ers and symbolic distribution of
agricultural inputs. The post-
lunch Farmers–Scientist Inter-
action Session enabled direct
dialogue on crop production,
natural farming practices, millet
mechanization, and sustainable
technologies. The event con-
cluded with valedictory remarks
and a cultural programme.Kisan
Mela 2026 served as a vibrant
platform for technology dis-
semination, strengthening
farmer–scientist linkages, and
promoting sustainable agricul-
tural development in the NEH
region.The Core Organizing
Committee comprised Dr. A.K.
Balange (Convener), Dr. L.K.
Baishya (Chairman), Dr. Rahul
Singh (Organizing Secretary),
Dr. Arpan Bhowmik (Co-Orga-
nizing Secretary), Dr. Chethan
C.R (Member), Mr. Saroj Kumar
Singh (Member), and Mr.
Subham Kumar (Member). All
the scientists, administrative
staff, technical staff, students,
contractual staff active involved
in smooth organization of the
programme.

IARI, Assam organized
Kisan Mela 2026

reduction technologies.
The inaugural session in-
cluded lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp, rendition of
Vande Mataram, and the
ICAR song.Dr. Ch. Srinivasa
Rao, Director and Patron,
delivered the welcome ad-
dress and emphasized the
role of natural farming in en-
suring ecological
sustainability and enhanc-
ing farmers’ income. He reit-
erated the Institute’s com-
mitment to strengthening
agriculture across the

ern Hill (NEH) region.The
programme commenced at
9:00 AM with registration,
followed by inauguration
through ribbon-cutting
and a visit to *32 exhibi-
tion stalls, including stalls
from Assam, West Bengal,
Arunachal Pradesh and
other states. The stalls
showcased natural farm-
ing technologies, organic
inputs, millet-based inno-
vations, farm mechaniza-
tion tools, value-added
products, and drudgery-

Assam Rising, Gogamukh,
February 28 :ICAR–Indian Ag-
ricultural Research Institute
(IARI), Assam successfully
organized Kisan Mela 2026 on
28 February at its campus in
Dirpai Chapori, Gogamukh,
Dhemaji, under the theme
“Natural Farming for Sustain-
able Farming.” The mega
event witnessed enthusiastic
participation of more than
1,500 farmers, farm women, ru-
ral youth, extension personnel,
entrepreneurs, and stakehold-
ers from across the North East-

nicipal board chairpersons Barnali
Chetia, Kabita Mech and Anamika
Neog Baishya; Zila Parishad mem-
bers and other officials, beneficiaries
and local residents.

692 Families, Institutions Receive Land Pattas in Nazira
present were Nazira CDC Pratibha
Meshram; Revenue Circle Officers
Chandana Baruah and Arup Bikramia;
Assistant Commissioners Arunabh
Sonowal and Porshia Khanikar; mu-

institutions under the Nazira con-
stituency received land pattas
during the programme, marking a
significant step towards ensuring
secure land tenure. Among those

Assam Rising, Nazira,
February 28: As part of a state-
wide drive to secure land rights
for indigenous landless families,
a land patta distribution
programme was held in the
Nazira Legislative Assembly
Constituency under Mission
Basundhara 3.0 of the Revenue
and Disaster Management De-
partment, Government of
Assam. Organised by the Nazira
Co-District Administration at the
Nazira M.C. Club premises, the
programme witnessed the distri-
bution of digital land pattas, al-
lotment and settlement letters,
and land allocation proposal ac-
ceptance letters to beneficiaries.
The initiative also covered reli-
gious institutions, educational es-
tablishments and other social
organisations under the
Swamitva scheme. Chairman of
the Tai Ahom Development
Council, Mayur Borgohain, at-
tended the event as chief guest.
At the outset, a live telecast of
the central land patta distribu-
tion programme held at Dhemaji
was screened, where Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma was present. Altogether,
692 landless families and social


