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Kolkata: Calcutta high court
Friday allowed BJP to hold its
“Parivartan Yatra” in West
Bengal on March 1 and 2 but
said the organisers must en-
sure no provocative speeches
are made during the yatra
and the crowd does not exce-
ed 1,000.

The state govt had earlier
refused permission for the
yatra on the two dates on gro-

unds that it would be difficult
to provide adequate security
amid the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of  vo-
ter rolls. 

Justice Suvra Ghosh allo-
wed meetings to be held bet-
ween 2pm and 6pm across ni-
ne locations. In tandem with
guidelines issued for other
public meetings and rallies,
the HC directed the state govt
to ensure adequate deploy-
ment of  police personnel. 

Dismissing the state’s ar-
gument on the dearth of  poli-
ce personnel due to SIR, Justi-
ce Ghosh observed that politi-
cal rallies were held by the go-
verning dispensation even
after SIR began. 

The court told organisers
that no public property sho-
uld be vandalised or any cops
harmed. It also asked them to
ensure the sound system sho-
uld not violate pollution cont-
rol board guidelines. 

HC okays BJP ‘Parivartan
Yatra’ in Bengal, with riders

Subrata Chattoraj TNN

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday rapped the West Bengal govt
for rushing to court every now and
then with “vague and irrelevant” re-
asons to delay completion of  Special
Intensive Revision of  state electoral
rolls, to expedite which the SC has de-
ployed judicial officers from the sta-
te, Jharkhand and Odisha.

“Please do not come to the court
with vague reasons and try to delay
the process. Every day there cannot
be an irrelevant reason here and the-
re. There must be an end to it. We
went beyond our mandate (by using
exclusive powers under Article 142 to

direct deployment of  judicial offi-
cers to carry out a task which is es-
sentially in the EC domain). You are
making unnecessary complaints,”
Chief  Justice Surya Kant said.

The remark came after Kapil Si-
bal levelled the serious charge before
Chief  Justice Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi that “strange
things have happened. The EC offici-
als are giving training to judicial offi-
cers, who were deployed by the Cal-

cutta HC CJ, on which documents
submitted with claims of  voters are
to be accepted.”

Sibal said it marked a violation of
SC’s direction that the modalities wo-
uld be decided by the Chief  Justice of
Calcutta High Court. 

The bench, however, disliked the
issues relating to SIR being raked up
every now and then by the WB govt
for one or the other reason.

“When we said the HC CJ will deci-
de the modalities, we meant he would
decide which judicial officer is to be
deployed where and what facilities
were to be provided to him. The judici-
al officer alone will decide the pen-
ding claims and validity of  docu-
ments submitted by the voters,” said
the bench, disagreeing with Sibal’s
charge about EC disregarding the SC.

Justice Bagchi said, “If  the EC offi-
cials will not give training to judicial
officers, who else will. Our order is as
clear as daylight. We gave an alien re-
sponsibility to the judicial officers to
expedite SIR. Both the state govt and
the EC must provide and create a cong-
enial atmosphere for them to work.”

Finding the state at the receiving
end, Sibal said the state chief  secreta-
ry is here as unfortunately her voting
rights are being put to question by
EC. The bench shot back, “Ask your
chief  secretary to work in tandem
with the EC and judicial officers for
expeditious completion of  SIR.”

Sibal turned to another aspect
and said the EC must publish the
supplementary voter lists after the
publication of  the final voter list 
on Feb 28, as and when a cluster of  
voters’ names were decided by the 
judicial officers for inclusion in the
voter list.

Senior advocate D S Naidu said
that direction is specifically provi-
ded in the last order of  the court.

The bench said SIR would be carri-
ed out strictly in accordance with the
court’s orders, which also specify
which are the documents to be accep-
ted for scrutiny of  claims for inclu-
sion of  names in the voter list. While
permitting EC to publish supplemen-
tary voter lists, the SC had said that
these would be deemed to be part of
the final voter list published on Feb 28.

Says Do Not Come
With Vague And

Irrelevant Reasons
To Cause Delay

Supreme court raps Bengal govt
for rushing to SC daily against SIR

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

‘THERE MUST BE AN END TO IT’

HC SEEKS WB GOVT REPORT ON SUVENDU ‘HARASSMENT’: The Calcutta HC
sought a report from the state govt on Friday over alleged harassment faced
by leader of  opposition in the assembly, Suvendu Adhikari, outside the CEO’s
office on Tuesday, including action taken against the miscreants. Adhikari’s
counsel urged a division bench to issue an order preventing any protest or gat-
herings within 200 metres of  the building that has the CEO’s office. TNN
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