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Jubilee Hills task force, and Lalaguda police, 
apprehended four individuals for allegedly 
possessing 4 kg dry ganja, worth `2 lakh and 
supplying to customers for money in Hyderabad
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Aasim, 20, adds  
golden luster to his  
global exploits
S U P R I Y A  @ Kochi

MUHAMMED Aasim’s latest achievement is literally a 
shining proof  of  his resolve and resilience. The 20-year-
old from Velimanna in Kozhikode won a gold for India at 
the recent World Para Swimming Series held in Gold 
Coast, Australia, adding another milestone to his inter-
national exploits.

Aasim, who is 90% disabled, was part of  the national 
team that stood on top of  the podium in the mixed 4x50m 
freestyle relay event. In the process, he became the first 
Indian in the S2 para-swimming category to win a global 
medal. Currently, he ranks eighth in the world, second in 
Asia, and first in India in his category.

The competition in Australia, held from February 20-
22, involved more than 150 athletes from 
12 countries. India sent the second-larg-
est contingent, with 21 athletes and 12 
officials and support staff. 

Aasim — who does not have arms and 
balances on stunted legs — was accom-
panied by his father Muhammed 
Shaheed and physiotherapist Dr Ashkar 
Ali Kelath.

“Aasim competed in five individual 
events -- 50m, 100m, and 200m freestyle,
and 50m and 100m backstroke -- improv-
ing his timings every time he hit the 
pool,” says Ashkar.

“It was because of  Aasim’s impressive 
performance in the five events that he 
was invited to join the team for the 
mixed 4x50m freestyle relay.”

For Aasim, winning a gold for the na-
tion was a dream come true. “I have put 

in sustained hard work, countless hours of  practice over 
the years,” he adds, expressing his gratitude to Ashkar.

Notably, his journey to swimming glory did not begin 
in a state-of-the-art training facility, but in a river near 
his home. “I was encouraged to overcome my limitations 
and dream big by a coach named Saji Valasseril,” he 
says.

One of  Aasim’s early feats was swimming across the 
Periyar, covering nearly 800m in 61 minutes, in 2022. His 
achievements include competing at the World Para Swim-
ming Series in Paris and reaching the finals at the World 
Para Swimming Championships in Singapore last year.

“I hope to see more people with disabilities come for-
ward and compete, especially in swimming. Only when 
there are a good number of  participants does the compe-
tition become exciting,” Aasim points out, with a smile.

New vehicles to cost more as Road 
Safety Cess kicks in from March 1
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

IN a move set to increase the 
cost of  purchasing new vehi-
cles, the state government will 
begin levying a one-time Road 
Safety Cess from March 1. 

The measure aims to mo-
bilise dedicated funds to 
strengthen traffic man-
agement systems and 
improve accident pre-
vention infrastructure 
across the State.

The levy follows the 
amendment of  the Telan-
gana Motor Vehicles Taxation 
Act, 1963. 

The amendment received the 
Governor’s assent in January 
and will come into force from 
March 1, as notified by the gov-
ernment. Under the newly in-
serted Section 3-C, a one-time 

Road Safety Cess will be col-
lected in addition to the regular 
motor vehicle tax at the time of  
registration of  new vehicles. 

The proceeds will be credited 
to a dedicated, non-lapsable 
fund and utilised exclusively 
for road safety initiatives, in-

cluding strengthening traf-
fic regulation systems, 

upgrading road infra-
structure and imple-
menting accident pre-
vention measures.

As per the amend-
ment, motorcycles will at-

tract a cess of  2,000 at the 
time of  registration, while 
Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs), 
excluding tractors and tractor-
trailers used for agricultural 
purposes, will be charged 
5,000. 

All other transport and non-
transport vehicles, including 

cars and larger passenger vehi-
cles, will be required to pay
`10,000. 

However, passenger three-
wheeled contract carriages 
such as auto-rickshaws with a 
seating capacity of  four to sev-
en persons have been exempted
from the cess.

The amendment also revises 
the tax structure for four-
wheeled Light Goods Carriag-
es. New vehicles in this catego-
ry will be taxed at 7.5% of  the 
vehicle cost at the time of  
registration. 

Vehicles purchased in other 
States and subsequently regis-
tered in Telangana will be taxed 
based on their age, with rates 
ranging between 4% and 6.5% 
of  the vehicle cost. Existing ve-
hicles already registered will 
continue to pay the prevailing 
quarterly tax.

Tata Group plans 
$2.9 bn expansion  
in K’taka, Chairman  
meets Siddaramaiah
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

CHAIRMAN of  Tata Advance Systems 
Banmali Agrawala met Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah on Thursday, highlighting 
over 1.36 lakh employees and $5 billion 
(over `45,000 crore) investment in 
Karnataka. 

The group announced $2.9 billion, (over 
`26,000 crore) in upcoming projects, in-
cluding semiconductor expansion, a new 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) campus 
in Whitefield, aviation Maintenance, Re-
pairs and Operations (MRO) hub, renewa-
ble energy projects and defence manufac-
turing initiatives. 

The Tata Group highlighted that among 
the largest direct employers are TCS, Tata 
Consumer Products and Tata Motors, 
while TCS, Tata Electronics and Tata Mo-
tors generate significant indirect 
employment. 

The group currently employs over 
1,36,600 people across 27 companies in Kar-
nataka, with cumulative investments of  
about $5 billion. Going forward, the group 
has announced investments exceeding $2.9 
billion to deepen its presence in 
Karnataka. 

Key proposals include India’s first south-
ern aviation and MRO (civil and defence) 
hub, semiconductor and electronics as-
sembly and packaging units, and addition 
of  over 2,500 MW renewable energy capac-
ity over five years. TCS plans a new cam-
pus in Whitefield with a 25,000-seat. 

Docs set to begin medical 
treatment for Punarvika
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

DOCTORS will soon begin ad-
vanced medical treatment for 
Punarvika, an 11-month-old 
girl from Veldurthi mandal 
headquarters in Kurnool dis-
trict who is battling Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy (SMA Type 
1), a rare and life-threatening 
genetic disorder that causes 
p r o g r e s s i v e  m u s c l e 
degeneration.

Father M Suresh said on 
Thursday that doctors are pre-
paring to start treatment and 
thanked the public for support-
ing the family’s efforts to fund 
the therapy. “The Society has 
given my daughter a new life,” 
Suresh said, expressing grati-

tude for the overwhelming 
support.

Suresh thanked every donor, 
organisation and well-wisher 
who contributed to the treat-
ment and described their gen-
erosity as a true reflection of  
humanity. 

He said people from all walks 
of  life stood by the family dur-
ing its most difficult phase and 
virtually granted his daughter 
a rebirth.

Elderly care: TG to decide on salary cut soon  
From tomorrow, we have to work at the field level to make Telangana as ‘Bangaru Telangana: Revanth to officials

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

CHIEF Minister A Revanth 
Reddy announced that the gov-
ernment will take a decision in 
the upcoming Assembly ses-
sions to cut 10% to 15% of  sala-
ries of  government employees 
who neglect their parents and 
credit the amount into the ac-
counts of  parents. 

The chief  minister also said 
that MCHRD would soon enter 
into an agreement with Har-
vard University for providing 
training. “In principle they 
agreed to come here and teach,” 
he added.

On Wednesday, addressing 
the valedictory ceremony of  
Group 1 and Group 2 officers’ 
training at MCHRD, Revanth 

said, “with today, your holidays 
have been finished. From to-
morrow you, me and we have to 
work at the field level to make 

Te l a n g a n a  a s  ‘ B a n g a r u 
Telangana’.” 

He said that about 6 lakh can-
didates appeared for Group 1 
and Group 2 examinations and 
562 have been selected for 
Group 1 and 775 have been se-
lected for Group 2.

He said, “since 15 years 
Group 1 exams have not been 
conducted by the previous gov-
ernments. The Congress gov-
ernment has now conducted 
Group 1 exams. This govern-
ment has not appointed RMP 
doctors or low-level employees 
to prepare Group 1 exam ques-
tion papers like the previous 
government.” He alleged that 

Group 1 exam papers were 
leaked during the previous BRS 
government and said that some
people had spread misinforma-
tion claiming that candidates 
paid crores of  rupees to secure 
Group 1 jobs. 

Revanth said, “the people of  
Telangana might tolerate, but 
not insults. The people of  this 
land might be patient, but will
not tolerate domination. You 
may think that only rich per-
sons fight against rulers aspir-
ing for power, but that is not 
right. People like Ramji Gond 
and Kumrambheem did not 
fight for power, but for the wel-
fare of  tribals.”

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Milk vendor dies as tree falls on bike 
Coimbatore: A 38-year-old milk vendor who was on
the way to Zamin Uthukuli on his motorcycle to 
supply milk in the wee hours, was killed after a tree 
fell on him. The fire and rescue team from Pollachi 
removed the fallen tree on Palakkad Road and 
retrieved the body. The deceased person was Arul 
Prakash from Thimmanguthu village in Pollachi. He 
is survived by his wife and two children

Free auto driving training for women 
Bengaluru: Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy on 

Thursday said discussions would be held with the 
State to introduce additional welfare schemes, with 

initiatives aimed at empowering women and 
transgenders in the sector.  A free auto driving and 

skill development training programme at BTM 
Layout was inaugurated, in collaboration with 
Bangalore Political Action Committee (BPAC) 


