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No LPG shortage, don’t 
believe rumours, says DC
Adds LPG production and bottling have increased across country

IN DHARWAD

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Hubballi

DEPUTY Commissioner Sne-
hal R has appealed to the public 
and domestic cooking gas con-
sumers not to pay attention to 
rumours circulating on social 
media over the scarcity of   LPG 
cylinders in the district. Stat-
ing that both LPG production 
and bottling have increased 
across the country and there is 
currently sufficient stock of  
LPG cylinders available, she 
called upon consumers not to 
panic and not to stock addition-
al cylinders.

Snehal stated that due to 
many consumers booking cyl-
inders in advance, heavy traffic 
on IVRS and missed-call book-
ing systems has caused them to 
stop functioning properly. 
Therefore, as an alternative, 
the LPG oil companies IOCL, 
HPCL, and BPCL have provid-
ed six booking methods for cus-
tomers. Consumers can book 
cylinders through SMS, regis-
tered mobile calls, WhatsApp, 

mobile applications, the LPG 
portal, and payment apps ac-
cording to their convenience.

After booking and receiving 
one domestic cylinder, consum-
ers are allowed to book another 
domestic cylinder only after 25 
days, the DC informed. There 
will be no shortage of  LPG cyl-
inders in the district. Hence, 
the public and all LPG 
consumers in the district 
need not fear and should 
not believe the false ru-
mours circulating on so-
cial media, she said.Do-
mestic LPG cylinders 
must not be used for 
commercial purposes. 
Also, illegally storing 
cylinders and transferring gas 
from one cylinder to another is 
a punishable offence under the 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (Reg-
ulation of  Supply and Distribu-
tion) Order, 2000. If  such inci-
dents are noticed, people are 
requested to inform the respec-
tive Food Inspectors, the DC 
appealed.

Contact if  any problem
If  any problem arises, people 
may contact district Food and 
Civil Supplies Department of-
ficials to resolve it. LPG con-
sumers facing issues can con-
tact the following officials: 
Dharwad city: Assistant Direc-
tor-9164603114, Food Inspector 
-8296702244; Dharwad Rural: 

Fo o d  S h i r a s t e d a r -
9845202400, Food Inspec-
t o r - 8 3 1 0 1 0 9 7 9 5 , 
9844080222; Alnavar: 
F o o d  I n s p e c t o r 
-9448221892; Hubballi 
city: Assistant Director-
9035074105, Food Inspec-
t o r s - 7 6 1 8 7 6 0 7 3 4 , 
9141266510, 8147744685; 

Hubballi Rural: Food Inspector-
9482532326; Kalghatgi: Food In-
spector -6364304842; Kundgol: 
Food Inspector -9448324052; An-
nigeri: Food Shirastedar- 
9620734505; Navalgund: Food 
Inspector -8694971257. At the 
district level, people can also 
contact the Joint Director’s of-
fice at 0836-2444594.

Gadag: An acute shortage of commercial LPG 
cylinders has begun to hit the hotel industry in 
Gadag town, forcing several eateries to scale 
down operations and some to shut down 
temporarily. Several small hotels have already 
decided to close this week, while a few 
medium and large hotels have announced that 
they will stop preparing items such as dosa, 
puri, vada and other gas-intensive dishes from 
Friday. Thousands of workers from surrounding 
villages travel to Gadag daily for jobs, business 
and other work, and a large number of them 
depend on local hotels for their meals. 
Khanavalis, Savaji hotels, idly-vada centres 
and other small eateries are now facing an 
acute shortage of commercial LPG cylinders, 
severely affecting their business. On Thursday 
morning, a hotel near the Gadag bus stand 
remained partially closed due to the LPG 
shortage. The crisis has also affected 
employment in the hospitality sector, with 
many workers in hotels losing their daily jobs. 
Waiters, cleaners, cooks and managers working 
in small and medium hotels have been directly 
hit Gadag has hundreds of mirchi bajji centres, 
and many of them may shut down soon if the 
shortage continues. Owners say the shortage 
has forced several khanavalis to close.  ENS
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A popular eatery in Hubballi  on Hosur Cross has started using firewood  
for cooking due to shortage in supply of commercial cylinders  |  D HEMANTH

LPG shortage hits hotel business

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


