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Evasion of notice, 
probe  grounds 

for arrest: HC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka High Court 
has said that an accused can be 
arrested if  he evades the notice 
issued to him under Section 
35(3) of  BNSS and does not co-
operate with the officers inves-
tigating his crime.

Justice M Nagaprasanna 
passed this order on March 25, 
rejecting a petition filed by Yu-
gadev R from Cuddalore in 
Tamil Nadu, questioning the ar-
rest order issued on January 
19 by the additional chief  
judicial magistrate in a 
crime registered under 
Section 66C of  the IT 
Act and Section 318(4) 
of  BNS with Adugodi 
police in the city. Citing 
a verdict of  the apex court, 
the high court said that Section 
35(3) does not empower the po-
lice to communicate an electron-
ic copy or by WhatsApp the no-
tice or copy of  FIR. It has to be 
mandatorily given in person. 
The police searched the petition-
er for 40 days to hand over the 
notice. This non-cooperative be-
haviour of  the accused was 
enough for the police to take him 
into custody. Three persons, in-
cluding Anki Bhauwala from 
Wilson Garden in the city, reg-
istered a complaint against the 
petitioner and his wife.

The petitioner and his wife in-
troduced themselves as yoga 
teachers and started running a 
company, Jai Bhairavi Devi Fi-
nancial Solutions, and received 

investments through a website. 
The complainants are said to 
have invested Rs 39.20 lakh. The 
complaint was registered in De-
cember 2025 for criminal breach 
of  trust, misappropriation and 
causing wrongful loss.  

The police wanted to serve the 
notice under Section 35(3) and be-
gan looking for the petitioner, 
who dodged them for more than 
40 days. They found him in Cud-
dalore and served the notice. As 
he refused to cooperate, he was 
taken into custody on January 17.  
An arrest intimation was issued 

to his relatives and he was 
produced before the local 
magistrate. The advocate 
for the accused chal-
lenged his arrest, con-
tending that it was illegal. 

Later, he was produced be-
fore the jurisdictional magis-

trate court in the city, which 
passed the arrest order.

Challenging this order, the pe-
titioner’s counsel submitted 
that the police have failed to dig-
itally or physically serve the no-
tice under Section 35(3) to his 
client. This violated the guide-
lines issued by the apex court.

Refuting it, additional state 
public prosecutor BN Jagadee-
sha contended that the police 
tried to serve the notice several 
times and made efforts to con-
tact him for more than 40 days. 
Finally, the police found him in 
Cuddalore, where he refused to 
accept the notice. Therefore, he 
was arrested, Jagadeesha said, 
furnishing call records and geo-
location of  the petitioner.

MONSOON PREP 
Ahead of the monsoon, desilting  work on in full  swing at the dried up Hebbal Lake on Monday | SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA

5 women blackmail bizman, extort `25L
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
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A 52-year-old man was extorted 
of  Rs 25 lakh by a gang of  five 
women. The victim, N Suresh 
(name changed) a resident of  
Agrahara Badavane in Ram-
anagara town, filed a complaint 
against them on Saturday. 
Suresh, who is the owner of  a 
theatre in Ramanagara, lives 
alone after his wife left him 
around seven years ago. He has 
neither parents nor children. 

One of  the accused women 
allegedly approached him, ex-
pressing her desire to marry 
him. She then introduced the 
other women to the victim. All 
the women allegedly started 
blackmailing him and forced 
him to give them money. How-

ever, the exact reasons for the 
b l a c k m a i l  i s  b e i n g 
ascertained. 

In his complaint, Suresh said 
that around six to seven months 
ago, one of  the accused resid-
ing near Kothipura in Ramana-
gara visited his theatre on the 
pretext of  watching a movie. 
She introduced herself  and 
said she wanted to marry him, 
surprising Suresh who said he 
was not interested. After this, 
she visited him with two other 
women from Kothipura. Subse-
quently, all the women, on one 
pretext or another, threatened 
him and extorted money and 
gold ornaments from him.

Initially, thee accused are al-
leged to have extorted small 
amounts, and later demanded 
large sums. Whenever he re-

fused to pay, they threatened to 
file false cases of  gang rape and 
POCSO against him and send 
him to jail. The women also 
took 500 grams of  gold orna-
ments from him. The repeated-
ly blackmailed him, forcing 
him to purchase online grocer-
ies and daily essentials by send-
ing requests through WhatsApp 
from different mobile numbers. 
The complainant, who has a 
kidney ailment, was admitted 
as an inpatient for 15 days at a 
hospital in Bengaluru. 

A case of  extortion (BNS 
308) along with other sections 
of  BNS was registered by the 
Ijoor police against the five 
women. “The case is under in-
vestigation and notices have 
been served to the accused,” 
said an officer.
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TWO persons have died in two 
separate accidents in the city 
since Sunday night.

A 32-year-old bike rider died 
after hitting a concrete mixing 
machine that was fixed to a 
goods vehicle on the Byataray-
anapura flyover at around 6 am 
on Monday. The victim, Anil 
Gowda, 24, hailed from Rajag-
hatta in Doddaballapura and 
was working as a writer in  
RMC Yard. Gowda was going 
on his way to work from his 
home. He reportedly lost con-
trol of  the bike and rammed 
into the mixer that was going 
in front. Gowda succumbed 
while being shifted to the hos-
pital. The Hebbal traffic police 
have registered a case.

Under the Jnanabarathi traf-
fic police station limits, a 
45-year-old autorickshaw driver 
died after his auto toppled when 
he applied sudden brakes while 
trying to avoid hitting a bike 
rider. The victim, Rajesh, was a 
resident of  Chikkabasthi. 

At 8 pm on Sunday, Rajesh 
and his friend Devaraju were 
riding in the auto. While near-
ing Doddabasti on Vish-
weshwaraiah Layout 100 Ft 
Road, a bike rider suddenly 
came in front of  the auto. 
Rajesh, while trying to avoid 
hitting the two-wheeler, applied 
the brakes suddenly, and in the 
impact, the auto toppled. 
Rajesh, who sustained severe 
head injuries, was rushed to a 
nearby hospital, where he suc-
cumbed at 10 pm.

Two killed  
in separate 
accidents 

RISKY RIDES
Top GST officer caught 
red-handed for graft
The senior commercial tax officer 
was caught red-handed by the 
Lokayukta police while accepting 
a bribe of Rs 6 lakh from a 
businessman to adjudicate an 
inspection report on evasion of Rs 
60 lakh tax, in Bengaluru on 
Monday.  According to an official 
statement, Bharath Kumar Hegde 
(48), who serves as Deputy 
Commissioner of Commercial Tax 
in Hubballi, had allegedly 
demanded Rs 10 lakh from B’luru-
based Vishwajit Nayak, but finally 
settled for Rs 6 lakh. Nayak then 
lodged a complaint with the 
Lokayukta police who laid a trap 
and caught the officer. ENS

Traffic cops switch off 
body cams, collect bribe  
Three traffic policemen attached 
to the High Grounds traffic police 
station have been suspended for 
illegally stopping vehicles and 
collecting money after switching 
off their body cameras.  West 
Division DCP (Traffic) Anoop A 
Shetty suspended Assistant Sub-
Inspector Suresh, constables 
Prashant and Sadik on Monday.   
The department had conducted an 
internal investigation after 
receiving numerous complaints 
from the public that the trio would 
stop vehicles around Chalukya 
Circle even though there were no 
visible violations and illegally 
collect bribes.  There are strict 
orders for traffic policemen not to 
stop vehicles only to check 
documents. Sadik was earlier 
suspended for dereliction of duty 
while serving in Vijayanagar traffic 
police station.  ENS

C R I M E  P A T R O L

FREE AUTISM CONSULTATION ON APRIL 2
Bengaluru: To mark World Autism Awareness Day, Samvaad Institute of Speech and Hearing will offer 
free consultation at its premises at Anandgiri Extension in Hebbal on Thursday (April 2). A senior 
speech-language pathologist will offer screening, early guidance and expert consultation for children 
with communication and developmental concerns, according to a press release Samvaad Therapy 
Centre founder Radhika Poovayya emphasised the need to integrate applied behaviour analysis with 
speech therapy to improve outcomes for children with autism. Those interested in getting  
the free consultation can contact -- 96633 88623 or 94802 95004. ENS

The department of food, civil supplies and consumer affairs on Monday ruled 
out shortage of auto LPG in the state and said there would be uninterrupted 
supply across all sectors. It said the state government is closely monitoring the 
supply system, with special focus on fuel availability for autorickshaws


