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BCC polls for Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor to be held on March 18 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

THE election to choose the Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor for the 24th term 
of  the Belagavi City Corporation 
(BCC) will be held on March 18, 2026. 
According to the notification issued 
by the Commissioner of  Bela-
gavi City Corporation, the 
election meeting will be 
conducted under the chair-
manship of  the Regional 
Commissioner of  Belagavi 
Division at the Belagavi 
City Corporation Council 
Hall at 1pm. 

Members intending to contest the 
election can submit their nomina-
tion papers between 9am and 11am 
on March 18, 2026, which is two 
hours prior to the commencement 
of  the meeting. As per the reserva-
tion notified by the Government, 

the Mayor’s post has been reserved 
for General Woman, while the Dep-
uty Mayor’s post has been reserved 
for the General category for the 24th 
term. The Mayor will be elected in 
accordance with Section 10(1)(a) of  
the Karnataka Municipal Corpora-

tions Act, 1976 and Rule 71 of  the 
Karnataka Municipal Corpo-

rations (Election) Rules, 
1979. Similarly, the Deputy 
Mayor will be elected under 
Section 10(1)(b) of  the Act 
and Rule 73 of  the Election 

Rules, 1979. All concerned 
members have been told to attend 

the meeting at the scheduled time.
A tough competition has been 

started already among the ruling 
BJP group, which has a majority of  
35 seats out of  58 seats in BCC. The 
corporator from Belagavi south con-
stituency, Mangesh Pawar was elect-

ed as mayor for the previous term 
while Vani Joshi has been elected as 
deputy Mayor. There is demand 
within party lines that the mayor 
for the next term should be elected 
from Belagavi North constituency. 

SAVITA PATIL EMERGES  
AS STRONG CONTENDER 
At presently, BJP corporator Savita 
Murugendragouda Patil, from Kana-
bargi area is the strong contender 
for the mayoral post while Hanu-
mant Kongali, Nitin Jadhav, San-
tosh Pednekar, Rajshekhar Doni 
may try for the deputy mayor post. 
The BJP party held a meeting in 
this regard to take the call on the 
mayor and deputy mayor candidate. 
Finally, Belagavi South MLA Abhay 
Patil is expected to take final call on 
the next mayor and deputy mayor 
candidates.

Petrol thieves create panic 
among residents in B’gavi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

A gang of  petrol thieves has report-
edly created panic among residents 
in parts of  Belagavi after attempt-
ing multiple thefts from parked ve-
hicles, including an incident near 
the residence of  Minister for Wom-
en and Child Development Laxmi 
Hebbalkar. According to local re-
ports, the group has been targeting 
bikes and cars parked outside hous-
es, siphoning petrol and diesel from 
fuel tanks. The incidents have main-
ly been reported within the jurisdic-
tion of  the APMC Police Station in 
the Hanuman Nagar area of  Bela-
gavi. Residents say the suspects 
move around wearing masks and 
carrying long sticks, which has 
alarmed people in the neighbour-
hood. Their activities have been 
caught on CCTV cameras installed 

near houses in the area. The latest 
incident reportedly occurred close 
to the residence of  Minister Hebba-
lkar, raising concerns about secu-
rity in prominent localities. Footage 
from nearby surveillance cameras 
clearly shows the group moving 
around the streets and attempting 
to steal fuel from parked vehicles.

Cybercrime on rise in Belagavi; 
two victims lose `13 Lakh
Belagavi: CYBER crimes are increasing rapidly in the district, with fraudsters 
cheating citizens through online trading scams and mobile hacking. In two 
separate incidents reported in Ramtirthanagar, Belagavi city and Hosur village 
in Saundatti taluk, scammers allegedly cheated victims of about `13 lakh. A 
woman from Ramtirthanagar in Belagavi was allegedly cheated of ` 8,15,996 
after being lured with promises of high profits through online trading. A case 
has been registered against an unidentified person with the Cyber Police on 
March 9 (Monday). According to police, the victim, Bharti, was contacted by an 
unknown individual on August 10, 2025, who claimed to be associated with a 
trading platform called “Trade Karo.” The complainant transferred money in 
multiple transactions from different bank accounts between August 12, 2025 
and January 21, 2026, investing a total of `8,15,996. However, the accused 
neither returned the invested amount nor provided any profits. The victim then 
realised she had been cheated, and approached the Belagavi Cyber Police and 
lodged a complaint. Based on her complaint, a case has been registered against 
unknown persons, and further investigation is underway. In another incident, a 
resident of Hosur village in Saundatti taluk lost `5 lakh after cyber criminals 
allegedly hacked his mobile phone and transferred money from his bank 
account. Police said the complainant, Shrishail, had an account at the 
Bailhongal branch of Union Bank of India, with his mobile number linked to the 
account. He was also using digital payment applications such as PhonePe and
Google Pay. On March 7, 2026, the complainant reportedly received an OTP 
message on his mobile phone from an unknown source. Soon after, cyber 
criminals allegedly hacked his phone and transferred `5 lakh from his bank 
account to various other accounts. ENS

Two bike thieves 
arrested, 15 bikes 
worth `5L recovered
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

THE Gokak Town Police have arrest-
ed two accused involved in a series of  
motorcycle thefts and recovered 15 
stolen motorcycles valued at `5.45 
lakh. The case was registered follow-
ing a complaint filed by Prakash Ba-
savanne Kadoli (31), a resident of  
Maradimath, Gokak, who works at 
Reliance Mart. In his complaint, he 
stated that unknown individuals had 
stolen his silver-coloured Hero HF 
Deluxe motorcycle, which was 
parked in front of  Reliance Mart in 
Gokak between 12 and 7 pm on Feb-
ruary 5, 2026. Based on the complaint, 
the police have registered a case and 
initiated an investigation. Under the 
instructions of  Belagavi District Su-
perintendent of  Police Ramrajan K. 
(IPS), a special investigation team 
was formed under the leadership of  
PSI Kiran Mohite of  Gokak Town Po-
lice Station. The team worked under 
the guidance of  Additional SP Ram-
gonda Basaragi, DSP Ravi D. Nayak 
(Gokak Sub-Division), and CPI 
Suresh Babu R.B. (Gokak). Police de-
tained and interrogated two suspects 
on March 9, 2026, who later confessed 
to the crime. The accused are identi-
fied as Parashuram Yallappa Hana-
baratti (22) and Lagamanna Maruti 
Mallannavar (18)- residents of  
Kundargi village, Gokak Taluk. They 
were arrested at 5:30 pm on March 9, 
2026, following their confession. Fur-
ther investigation revealed that they 
had stolen motorcycles not only in 
Gokak town, but also in the jurisdic-
tions of  Yamakanamaradi, Hukkeri, 
and Nesargi police stations in Bela-
gavi district. 

Gokak police seized 15 stolen bikes worth  
`5.45 lakh in Belagavi |  EXPRESS

A still  from a CCTV camera in which a 
suspected thief is standing in front of a  
house in Belagavi |  EXPRESS

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
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