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Health ATMs 
set for wider 
rollout across 
Telangana 
M A N D A  R A V I N D E R  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

THE State government plans to 
install rapid diagnostic testing 
machines, called Health ATMs, 
in hospitals with heavy outpa-
tient load across the State. Of-
ficials said the initiative, tested 
on a pilot basis, showed posi-
tive results, expediting plans 
for wider rollout.

In August 2025, Health ATMs 
were launched at King Koti dis-
trict hospital and Malakpet 
area hospital to strengthen di-
agnostic services in high-foot-
fall government hospitals. Each 
unit can conduct 130 tests, in-
cluding 65 non-invasive and 20 

invasive (blood-
based)  tests, 
with results in-
tegrated into 
digital health 
r e c o r d s 

through cloud 
connectivity.

Officials said the machines 
are aimed at simplifying pre-
consultation screening, reduc-
ing patient waiting time and 
improving diagnostic accuracy.
To verify accuracy during the 
pilot phase, hospital staff  col-
lected blood samples from pa-
tients tested at the ATMs and 
sent them to T-Diagnostics, 
while some samples were also 
tested at private diagnostic 
centres. 

Officials said the results 
matched, confirming the relia-
bility of  the machines. A report 
has been submitted to the gov-
ernment. The pilot was also en-
suring continuity of  care 
through digital records.

CM Stalin, Dharmendra spar over 
3-language policy in CBSE schools
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin 
and Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan 
locked horns on social media 
over the centre’s proposal to 
introduce a three-language 
policy in CBSE schools start-
ing from Class 6. 

Stalin slammed the move 
as a “covert mechanism” to 
impose Hindi on non-Hindi 
speaking States, while Prad-
han hit back, calling the CM’s 
criticism a “tired attempt” to 
distract from political fail-
ures by mislabelling an inclu-
sive reform. Citing a TNIE 
report, Stalin questioned the 
lack of  “reciprocity” in the 

proposal, asking whether stu-
dents in Hindi-speaking 
States would be mandated to 
learn southern languages 
such as Tamil, Telugu, Kan-
nada or Malayalam. 

He further said the Union 
government had failed to 
make Tamil a mandatory lan-
guage in Kendriya Vidyalaya 
schools and had not appoint-
ed adequate Tamil teachers. 

Questioning whether the 
centre understood ground re-
alities such as teacher avail-
ability, training capacity and 
infrastructure, Stalin de-
scribed the policy as an ill-
conceived move announced 
without proper planning, re-
sources or accountability. He 
added that the priority should 

be to equip students with 
skills in emerging sectors 
such as artificial intelligence 
and AVGC (Animation, Visu-
al Effects, Gaming and Com-
ics), while strengthening sci-
entific temper and critical 
thinking. Imposing an addi-
tional language burden, he 
argued, could hinder stu-
dents’ progress.

Responding to the criti-
cism, Pradhan dismissed Sta-
lin’s claims, calling the narra-
tive of  “imposition” a tired 
attempt to mask political fail-
ures. On reciprocity, he said 
Tamil had been celebrated as 
a national treasure through 
initiatives such as the Kashi 
Tamil Sangamam and on glo-
bal platforms.

PM slams oppn over Sabarimala theft
Modi says Congress acting as a well-wisher for political gains & distanced from Hindu beliefs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Pathanamthitta

GIVING an impetus to NDA’s poll 
campaign in Kerala, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday 
tore into the LDF and UDF, ac-
cusing them of  deliberately de-
laying justice and investigation 
into Sabarimala gold theft row. 

Addressing a massive cam-
paign rally in Tiruvalla, he said 
strict action would be taken 
against those responsible for the 
theft at the hill shrine if  the NDA 
comes to power in Kerala. He

further said the “days of  the 
LDF government are numbered” 
in the State. In the second leg of  
his poll campaign in the State, 

after his recent visit to Palakkad 
and Thrissur, Modi also took out 
a high-octane roadshow in Thiru-
vananthapuram, where thou-
sands of  supporters lined up the 
streets -- waving flags -- to catch a 
glimpse of  the prime minister. In 
Tiruvalla, Modi began his speech 

by offering prayers to Lord 
Ayyappa. Placing the Sabarima-
la gold theft issue at the centre of  
his attack on the LDF and UDF, 
he accused the two fronts of  fail-
ing to protect the sanctity of  the 
shrine. “Earlier, both the UDF 
and the LDF conspired to under-

mine the sanctity of  the hill 
shrine. What began as attempts 
to dilute traditions has now esca-
lated to allegations of  theft with-
in the sacred premises,” he said. 

He said there appears to be a 
pattern in these incidents. 
“When such issues arise during 
the LDF’s tenure, the trail of  ac-
countability extends to elements 
linked to the UDF as well,” he 
said, pointing to a “larger nexus 
between the two fronts”. “That is 
why the LDF government is re-
luctant to seek a CBI probe. Con-
gress, on other hand, has histori-
cally distanced itself  from Hindu 
beliefs and customs, and is now 
merely ‘acting’ as a well-wisher 
for political gains,” he said.
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