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Pargat sees 
AAP fatigue
Congress MLA Pargat Singh

says there is growing
disillusionment with the AAP
govt in Punjab, even as voters
are yet to make up their minds
about the alternative.
He feels this could
give Congress an
opening, provided it
presents a clear
agenda. However, the
party’s internal
differences continue
to be a concern, with
senior leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi,
flagging the issue from time to
time.

Unverified video
fuels chatter 
An FIR in an

abetment-to-suicide case
against AAP minister Laljit
Singh Bhullar has coincided
with a video clip doing the
rounds on social media,
purportedly showing an AAP
MLA pushing an elderly man
off a stage. The undated clip
remains unverified, but it has
sparked chatter and criticism
online. Within party circles,
some leaders privately admit
that, real or not, such optics
close to elections could hurt,
and underline the need for
greater caution in public
conduct.

Badal’s ‘cylinder’
dig at faction
SAD president Sukhbir Singh

Badal appears keen to

project calm amid talk of a
challenge from the breakaway
faction. Dismissing any
dispute over the party’s ‘takri’
symbol, he recently struck a
lighter note at a press meet.
With global tensions fuelling
talk of an LPG crunch, Badal
quipped that his party had

already “cut off
the supply” to
rivals. The dig,
aimed at SAD
(Punar Surjit),
was a way of
underlining that,
in his view, the
Akali Dal
remains firmly

in control. “We’ve taken away
all the cylinders of the ‘chulha
party’—their stove simply
won’t light up,” he said,
dismissing both the
breakaway faction’s claim to
the party symbol and its
political relevance.

Tragedy draws
attention
The suicide of Punjab

Warehousing Corporation
district manager Gagandeep
Singh Randhawa in Amritsar
has drawn visits and
statements from across the
political spectrum. Leaders
from multiple parties have
reached out to the bereaved
family, even as calls for justice
grow louder. The steady
stream of political attention
has also set off quiet talk
about optics, with some
observers noting how such
moments often see
heightened activity from
parties keen to be seen on the
ground.

‘Red flags’ talk
gains ground 
In the wake of Gagandeep

Randhawa’s suicide, there is
quiet discussion in
bureaucratic and ruling party
circles about possible warning
signs that may have gone
unnoticed. Among the issues
being talked about are a
contract-linked controversy, a
video purportedly linked to the
case, and letters the officer
wrote to senior officials days
before his death. While the
claims remain under scrutiny,
some officials say the
developments could have
warranted closer attention.
The episode has also fed into
perception challenges for the
ruling party.

Delay lets oppn
set tone in case
In political circles, there is

some discussion over how
the narrative around the
Bhullar-linked case unfolded.
AAP, known for quick
responses under pressure, was
expected by some to move
early and set the tone. Instead,
the FIR came late in the night,
after opposition leaders had
already stepped up their
protests at the police station.
The sequence, observers say,
gave the opposition space to
shape the initial narrative,
putting the ruling party briefly
on the back foot.

(Contributed by Vinod Kumar,
Neel Kamal, IP Singh,
Navjeevan Goyal, Yudhvir
Rana, IP Singh)

True Lies

Hisar: The appointment of
principals in 11 DAV colleges
across the state has effective-
ly stalled after the Directora-
te of  Higher Education refu-
sed to participate in the se-
lection process, citing “se-
rious legal and
jurisdictional concerns.” 

The Directorate General
of  Higher Education
(DGHE) declined to send its
nominee to the selection
committee constituted by

the DAV College Managing
Committee, headquartered
in New Delhi. The move has
triggered a standoff  betwe-
en the state authorities and
the DAV management over
who legally holds the power
to appoint principals in ai-
ded colleges. 

State education authori-
ties maintain that under
applicable laws, the gover-
ning body of  each affiliated
college — not the Delhi-ba-
sed DAV management — is
the legally recognised appo-

inting authority for tea-
ching and administrative
staff. In Haryana, 13 DAV col-
leges operate under diffe-
rent universities. Ten colle-
ges are affiliated with Ku-
rukshetra University, two
with Maharshi Dayanand
University, Rohtak, and one
with Guru Jambheshwar
University of  Science and
Technology. Since these in-
stitutions receive substanti-
al govt aid, the state argues
they fall under its regulatory
framework.

‘Legal dispute’ stalls process to
appoint 11 DAV college principals

Kumar Mukesh TNN

Chandigarh: Chief  mini-
ster Nayab Singh Saini has
handed over the keys to 2,709

new homes in
Haryana,
framing the
mass allot-
ment as a pivo-
tal step in Pri-
me Minister

Narendra Modi’s mission to
transform India into a deve-
loped nation by 2047.

Addressing the “Viksit
Badshahpur Maharally” on
Sunday, the chief  minister
said the state was aggressive-
ly converting the “Viksit
Bharat” vision into ground-
level results. The ceremony,
held during the auspicious
festival of  Navratras, saw
thousands of  beneficiaries
move into permanent hou-
sing under the state govt’s

“Housing for All” initiative.
CM Saini emphasised a

departure from previous ad-
ministrative styles, claiming

his govt had prioritised the
effective implementation of

projects over mere political
rhetoric. “The govt has not li-
mited itself  to announce-
ments, but has ensured their
effective implementation on
the ground,” he said.

The state data suggests
that the Badshahpur consti-
tuency has seen a massive in-
flux of  capital. The govt has
invested Rs 15,166 crore in re-
gional development over the
past 11 years. Saini contras-
ted this with the Rs 967 crore
spent during the previous
govt’s tenure. Of  81 “CM an-
nouncements” made for the
area, 60 have been completed
and eight remain in
progress.

The rally also highlighted
Haryana’s transition from a
traditional agrarian heart-
land to an industrial power-
house. Industries minister
Rao Narbir Singh noted that
the National Capital Region
(NCR), specifically the Guru-
gram and Manesar belts, wo-
uld be the engine room for
growth through 2047. 

The minister announced
that reforms in industrial po-
licy were being implemented
to slash procedural delays.

‘Maharally’
Concretises
Vision 2047

Haryana govt’s Navratri gift: 2,700
families secure keys to own home

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

 GURUGRAM OPENS NEW DOORS 

Handing over house keys to 2,709 beneficiaries in 
Badshahpur in the auspicious Navratra period 

scales up the state's urban housing offensive

 BADSHAHPUR'S 15K-CR ROAD TO 2047 

Four-lane highway upgrades highlight a jump in 
infrastructure spending from `967 crore under 

previous govts to over `15,166 crore in recent years. 
A digital and industrial transformation is designed 
to turn the NCR into India’s economic engine

 KAKROLA'S REBRANDING, AI CHARGE 

The region has been rebranded as a symbol of 
Haryana’s industrial pivot. With 15,251 new 

plots promised in the latest budget, besides a big 
bet on AI-driven reforms

SAINI ON PLOTTING HARYANA'S FUTURE 
 BUDGETARY PLEDGES 

High-value projects slated for the 
financial year 2026-27:

Connectivity | `365-crore project to 
upgrade the Farrukhnagar-Gurugram 
road to four lanes, including the new 
Chandu bypass

Rural housing | 23,154 new houses 
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Rural)

Urban allotments | 15,251 plots of 30 
sqyds to eligible families across 16 cities 
under the Mukhyamantri Shehri Awas 
Yojana

Cmmunity assets | `65 lakh worth of 
community centre at Budhera village

 FOR THE HEROES 
Employment | 418 
govt jobs on com-
passionate grounds 
to the dependents 
of fallen uniformed 
personnel over the 
past 11 years

Veteran support | 
Monthly finan-
cial assistance 
for World War II 
veterans and their 
widows has been 
set at `10,000

Commemoration | 
A statue of  
Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh will be 
installed at Leisure 
Valley Park in Gur-
ugram

Martyr Ex Gratia | 
Increased to `1 cr

Military Contribution | 
Govt data indicates that 
one in every 10 soldiers 
in India’s armed forces 
is from Haryana

Chandigarh: The disciplinary
committee of  Haryana Congress
has issued show-cause notices to
five Congress MLAs accused of
cross-voting against the party
candidate for Rajya Sabha polls,
Karamveer Boudh, triggering
speculation over their political fu-
ture — whether they would align
with BJP or be treated as disasso-
ciated members in the assembly.

The MLAs include two-time
legislators Shalley Chaudhary
(Naraingarh) and Renu Bala (Sad-
haura, reserved), three-time
MLAs Mohd Iliyas (Punhana) and
Jarnail Singh (Ratia, reserved),
and first-time MLA Mohammad
Israel (Hathin). They are accused
of  cross-voting against Boudh
during the March 16 vote, one

which the Congress eventually
won. The disciplinary panel,
headed by Dharampal Malik, has
sought explanations from the
MLAs.

Sources said BJP leadership is
closely watching the situation. If
the MLAs are declared disassoci-
ated, they could be accommodat-
ed in boards or corporations. An-
other option under discussion is
their resignation followed by pos-

sible induction or support in by-
polls, sources added. These possi-
bilities were discussed at a recent
BJP core group meeting in Delhi,
said a source in BJP. “There is a
possibility of  further defections.
Much will depend on how things
evolve after the notice period,”
the senior BJP functionary, who
did not wish to be named, said.

In the 90-member Haryana as-
sembly, BJP has 48 MLAs, Con-
gress 37, besides three independ-
ents and two INLD members. If
action is taken against the five
MLAs, Congress strength could
drop to 32. Efforts to reach AICC
general secretary in-charge B K
Hariparsad, Congress leader
Bhupinder Hooda, Haryana Con-
gress president Rao Narender
Singh, and AICC secretary Jiten-
der Baghel failed.

Cross-voting row: 5 Cong MLAs’
future uncertain after notices

Manvir.Saini@timesofindia.com Sources said BJP
leadership is closely
watching the situation.
If the MLAs are
declared disassociated,
they could be
accommodated in
boards or corporations

Gurgaon: A 21-year-old man died during treat-
ment after his scooty was hit by an unidentified
vehicle on the Dwarka Expressway near the Basai
exit on Thursday.

Pulkit Manocha, a resident of Arjun Nagar, was
a third-year BCom student. He was returning from
his college in Delhi on the evening of March 19
when the accident occurred. Police said an uni-
dentified vehicle, driven rashly, hit his two-wheeler
on the main carriageway. A passer-by took Mano-
cha to a private hospital in Basai. The next day, he
was shifted to Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital in
Delhi for further treatment, where he succumbed
to his injuries on Sunday. TNN

Youth dies in e-way accident
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Rohtak: To promote water conservation and environmental
responsibility, an awareness programme was organised by the
'Suno Nahron Ki Pukar' Mission on Sunday. The event held near
the canal bridge in Rohtak, along the Delhi bypass, drew
participation from key experts and local stakeholders, reinforcing
the urgency of protecting freshwater resources. TNN

On World Water Day, pledge to save canals
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