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Murasu Tamilappan, former general secretary 
of VCK state youth wing, who resigned a few 
days ago, filed his nomination to contest as 
an independent from Tiruchendur
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18 from Karur with DMK ties file papers in Kovai
M  S A R A V A N A N  @ Coimbatore

As many as 18 candidates from 
Karur district have filed their 
election nomination from Coim-
batore South, where former 
DMK minister V Senthil Balaji 
is also set to contest. These 
nominations by Karur natives 
have drawn attention as Senthil 
Balaji shifted his base from 
Karur and is contesting in 
Coimbatore for the first time.  
Interestingly, most are advo-
cates and many of  their social 
media accounts are private. A 
total of  61 nominations have 
been filed here.

A candidate, K Vijayan from 

Uppidamangalam in Karur dis-
trict, filed his nomination as 
Independent. However, photos 
on his X account shows he is 
closely associated with Senthil 
Balaji. When TNIE contacted 
Vijayan, he said, “I wanted to 
contest from there as it is a VIP 
constituency. There is no other 
reason.” 

When asked if  he had previ-
ously contested, he replied in 
the negative.  The candidates in 
question are KS Rajagopal, P 
Kathiravan, K Vijayan, J Surya-
kumar, K Rajapandian, S 
Sathishkumar, J Praveenku-
mar, G Babu, L Hakkim, M Mu-
hamed Ismail, N Abilazan, T 

Vigneshwaran, P Manoj, L 
Stephenraj, P Yuvaraj, K Di-
neshkumar, P Palanivel and M 
Thirugnanam. 

Dineshkumar said, “I have no 
specific reason. I wish to con-
test to check how many votes I 
can get.” Stephenraj and 
Praveenkumar also said there 
was no reason for filing 
nomination.

An AIADMK functionary, 
who worked as an agent for the 
party for many elections, said, 
“If  18 candidates from Senthil 
Balaji’s district have filed nomi-
nations, it might be his strategy 
to make them to stay in the con-
stituency till polling.”

AIADMK’s Leema Rose in Lalgudi declares `1,041-crore assets
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tiruchy

WITH a declared net worth of  
around `1,041 crore, Leema 
Rose Martin, AIADMK’s Lal-
gudi candidate and wife of  lot-
tery baron Santiago Martin, 
seems to be the wealthiest can-
didates in the state. According 
to her election affidavit, Lee-
marose has movable assets 
worth ̀ 139.63 crore and immov-

able assets valued at `909.94 
crore, against liabilities of  
`8.57 crore. 

Her total income 
f o r  2 0 2 4 – 2 5  i s 
pegged at `9.82 
c r o r e ,  e a r n e d 
through rental in-
come, profit shares, 
capital gains and 
interest. She has 
declared her educa-

tional qualification as Class VI. 
Her asset portfolio includes in-
vestments in gold, diamonds, 
silver, and shares in various 
firms, apart from extensive 
land parcels and building hold-
ings. Leema Rose has also dis-
closed four pending criminal 
cases. These include two cases 
under the PMLA, a FEMA-re-
lated case linked to alleged for-
eign exchange misreporting 

between 2007 and 2010, and a 
2012 police case.

Leema Rose’s spouse, Santia-
go Martin, has declared mova-
ble assets of  about `3,262.01 
crore and immovable assets 
worth `887.36 crore. After ac-
counting for liabilities exceed-
ing `325 crore, his net worth
stands at `3,824 crore, with an 
annual income of  `11.39 crore 
for 2024–25.

LEEMA ROSE,  AIADMK
Income - 2024-25 `9.82 cr 

Movable 
assets (A) `139.63 cr 

Immovable 
assets (B) `909.94 cr  

Total assets in 
2026 (A+B) 1049.57 cr

Liabilities `8.57 cr

TVK flashes on TNSTC bus 
display board, probe on 
TIRUCHY: A TNSTC bus from 
Kumbakonam division came under 
scrutiny after a viral video online 
showed the name of TVK flashing 
on its electronic route display. The 
newly inducted vehicle operates 
between Tiruchy and Cumbum. 
Preliminary probe indicated 
unidentified persons allegedly 
‘hacked’ by ‘tampering’ with the 
motherboard controlling the route 
board, resulting in display of 
unauthorised content.  ENS

Resentment within Congress in Melur brews over candidature of ‘outsider’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai 

DISCONTENT over candidate 
selection surfaced within the 
Congress in Melur on Monday, 
with the party’s official nomi-
nee P Viswanathan, facing re-
sistance from local cadres 
while filing his nomination pa-
pers. The Congress, a constitu-

ent of  the DMK-led Secular 
Progressive Alliance, has been 
allotted the Melur Assembly 
constituency. However, the par-
ty high command’s decision to 
field former Kancheepuram 
MP P Viswanathan has trig-
gered resentment among a sec-
tion of  local office-bearers, who 
termed him an “outsider”.

According to sources, while a 
meeting was underway, Viswa-
nathan arrived at the venue along 
with Madurai district Congress 
Committee president Noor Mo-
hamed and appealed to the cad-
res to support his candidature. 

A section of  party members 
raised slogans and asked him to 
leave the venue, leading to a brief  

verbal altercation. In another 
sign of  internal dissent, four 
Congress members, including 
Mahatma Srinivasan and Vaira-
van Ramasundaram, are said to 
have filed separate nominations 
against the official party candi-
date. Posters condemning Viswa-
nathan’s candidature surfaced 
across parts of  Melur town.

Photo on K Vijayan’s X account that 
shows him with Senthil  Balaji  |  EXPRESS

The posters condemn Kancheepuram MP P Viswanathan’s nomination |  EXPRESS

CM questions BJP 
on three-language 
policy, targets EPS
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai 

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin 
questioned whether union BJP 
ministers and BJP chief  minis-
ters would campaign in Tamil 
Nadu saying they will imple-
ment the three-language policy. 
In a post on X, Stalin also asked 
whether they would reveal how 
much was the budget allocation 
for Tamil Nadu and how much 
is being given to the states ruled 
by BJP. 

“Are they ready to 
announce it trans-
p a r e n t l y ? , ”  h e 
asked in the post. 

The chief  minis-
ter also asked if  the 
union ministers and 
chief  ministers of  
t h e  B J P 
ruled states 
will com-
p l e t e l y 
withdraw 

the amendment to the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act 
(FCRA) that is against the 
c h r i s t i a n  c h a r i t a b l e 
organisations. 

“For all of  these (questions), 
can Palanisami get answers 
from his Delhi owners?,” he 
asked the opposition leader and 
AIADMK general secretary.

He also took a dig at Palan-
iswami, asking when he will 
speak about people’s issues. 
“Instead of  vomiting undigni-

fied slander, when will you 
ever speak about the liveli-
hood issues of  the peo-
ple?,” Stalin asked.

Stating that many peo-
ple would invade from 
Delhi to divide Tamil 
Nadu, he said Tamil Nadu 

will not bow its head.
“Tamil Nadu will 
fight! Tamil Nadu 
will win!,” the 
chief  minister 
said.
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