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SC query on Sabarimala: Kerala CPM 
secy says no change in party’s stand
State to submit its reply to apex court today on issue of entry of women into the temple

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
The CPM state secretary MV 
Govindan on Friday said the 
party has decided that the LDF 
government in Kerala should 
give an “appropriate response” 
before the Supreme Court re-
garding the issue of  women’s 
entry into the Sabarimala Tem-
ple after examining its legal 
and constitutional aspects.

Addressing a press meet, 
Govindan said the apex court 
had raised seven questions in 
connection with the ongoing 
review of  the issue, and none 
of  them specifically ask wheth-
er women should be allowed 
entry into the shrine dedicated 
to Lord Ayyappa.

Responding to queries about 
the party’s stand, he said the 
CPM state secretariat had dis-
cussed the matter and decided 

that the state government 
should formulate its response 
after considering the prevailing 
circumstances and the constitu-
tional dimensions involved.

“The CPM state secretariat de-
cided that the Kerala govern-
ment may give an appropriate 
response in the Supreme Court 
after examining the legal and 
constitutional aspects. Keeping 

in mind the current circum-
stances and legal issues involved, 
the necessary decision should be 
taken,” Govindan said.

He maintained that there 
was no change in the party’s 
position on the matter. Accord-
ing to him, the issue before the 
SC goes beyond Sabarimala 
and concerns broader constitu-
tional questions related to reli-
gious practices.

“We have to respond to seven 
questions raised by the court 
and none of  them ask whether 
women should be allowed entry 
into Sabarimala or not. This is 
not merely about Sabarimala; 
it is a constitutional issue con-
cerning all religions,” he said.

On the question of  protect-
i n g  r e l i g i o u s  c u s t o m s, 
Govindan said the party has 
consistently maintained that 

decisions should be taken after 
discussions with experts and 
scholars familiar with such 
traditions.

The prevailing practice at 
the hill shrine restricts the en-
try of  women of  menstruating 
age. The Travancore Devaswom 
Board, which administers the 
temple, recently said it would 
file an affidavit before the Su-
preme Court seeking to pre-
serve existing traditions.

In 2018, the SC allowed the 
entry of  women of  menstruat-
ing age into Sabarimala, a move 
that had received support from 
the CPM at the time. The re-
view petitions are currently 
under consideration, and the 
court has asked the parties, in-
cluding the Kerala government, 
to submit their stand before 
March 14. PTI

Give exam answer sheet copies 
to TN students, rules info panel
R U D H R A N  B A R A A S U  @ Chennai

EVEN as the school board ex-
ams are ongoing in the state, 
the Tamil Nadu State Informa-
tion Commission (TNSIC) has 
directed the Directorate of  Gov-
ernment Examinations (DGE) 
to provide copies of  students’ 
evaluated answer scripts, if  
they applied for the same under 
the Right to Information (RTI) 
Act, and recommended that the 
government should digitise all 
answer scripts for electronic 
preservation.

Besides digitisation, the com-
mission also recommended 
that evaluated answer sheets be 
preserved for six months as 
against the present period of  
three months.

The order was issued by in-
formation commissioner VPR 
Elamparithi based on the ap-
peal filed by R Priyadarshini, 
presently a college student, 
who appeared for Class 12 ex-
aminations in March 2023. She 
had filed an application under 
Section 6(1) of  the RTI Act seek-
ing certified copies of  her eval-
uated answer scripts for Tamil, 
English, Physics, Chemistry, 
Zoology and Mathematics. 

However, in June 2023, the 
Public Information Officer 
(PIO) informed her that stu-
dents were allowed to apply for 
answer scripts to DGE (not un-
der RTI Act) within five days of  
publication of  results. Citing 
that Priyadarshini had applied 
only for the Physics answer 
script within the stipulated 
period, the department re-
fused to provide answer 
scripts of  other subjects. 
Her first appeal to 
the appellate au-
thority was also 
dismissed, fol-
lowing which 
she filed a 
second ap-
peal before 
t h e  c o m -
mission in 
July 2023.

After examining the submis-
sions and documents, the com-
mission observed that the re-
sponses given by the PIO and 
the appellate authority indicat-
ed an attempt to deny informa-
tion sought by the applicant. 
Referring to a judgment of  the 
Supreme Court, the commis-
sion pointed out that evaluated 
answer sheets clearly fell with-
in the definition of  “informa-
tion” under the RTI Act.

Subsequently, the commis-
sion directed the PIO to provide 
certified copies of  the request-
ed answer scripts within seven 
days. It ordered that the docu-
ments be furnished free of  cost 
since the information had not 
been provided within the statu-
tory time limit. In addition to 
this, the commission issued a 
notice to the then PIO, Jayas-
ree, asking her to appear before 
the panel on March 27, and ex-
plain why a penalty of  up to 
`25,000 should not be imposed.

To ensure transparency, the 
commission directed the DGE 
to publish clear information on 
its website stating that students 
may obtain copies of  their eval-
uated answer scripts by paying 
`2 per page within the period 
during which answer sheets 
are preserved. 

It also said that, if  the stu-
dents applied for the answer 
scripts under the RTI Act within 
the time period for which they 
are preserved, officers should 
provide the information as early 
as possible without taking ref-

uge in the 30 day window 
provided under the Act 
for responding. It urged 
the DGE to conduct prop-

er training pro-
grammes for 
its officials on 
RTI Act as 

they lacked 
adequate 

aware-
ness on 
the pro-

visions of  
the Act.

N  D H A M O T H A R A N  @ Coimbatore

THE Tamil Nadu State Coun-
cil for Higher Education 
(TANSCHE) has begun steps 
to introduce Outcome-Based 
Education (OBE) and analyti-
cal question patterns in cur-
ricula of  state universities 
from the next academic year 
to improve higher education 
quality and better assess stu-
dents’ learning.

As part of  the initiative, 
TANSCHE is reviewing exist-
ing curricula and examina-
tion patterns across universi-
ties. A review held in January 
at Bharathiar University, 
which has followed an OBE-
based curriculum since 2022–
23, found that many question 
papers focused largely on 
memory recall rather than 
analytical understanding. 
TANSCHE has decided to re-
vise curricula and assess-
ments in line with UGC guide-
lines, emphasising analytical 
thinking.

Workshops on OBE imple-
mentation and analytical 
question framing will be held 
for undergraduate Boards of  
Studies, with Science faculty 
attending on March 17 and Hu-
manities faculty on March 18. 
A total of  163 faculty members 
from the Science stream and 
157 from the Humanities will 
participate in the training.

TANSCHE vice-chairperson 
MP Vijayakumar said the ob-
jective is to assess whether 
universities are following 
UGC-prescribed curriculum 
to introduce necessary im-
provements to ensure better 
educational outcomes.

Univ exams may 
have analytical 
questions from 
next academic yr

TOY STORY BY THE SHORE
A curious kid explores plastic toys for sale beside a boat sculpture crafted from recycled bottles  

at Kozhikode beach in Kerala on Friday |  VINCENT PULICKAL
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ALTHOUGH the plant started 
generating power on Friday, he 
added that it would be closely 
monitored over the next four to 
five days to ensure stable 
functioning.

“At present, the unit is gener-
ating around 350 MW to 400 MW. 
The load will be increased grad-
ually as part of  the testing proc-
ess. After stabilising operations, 
the unit must run continuously 
for 30 days before commercial 
operations can begin,” the offi-
cial added.

The official further said that 
the first unit of  the Udangudi 
plant has already generated 
about 127 million units of  elec-
tricity during the testing phase.  
The official said the plant cur-
rently consumes around 5,000 
tonnes of  coal per day. “We have 
a stock of  about 50,000 tonnes, 
which is sufficient for nearly 10 
days. Another shipment of  coal 
is expected to arrive by ship in 
the coming days. Necessary lo-
gistical arrangements are being 
ensured for uninterrupted op-
eration,” the official said.

The project, originally pro-
posed in 2008 during the previ-
ous DMK rule, entered into the 
implementation stage during 
the AIADMK rule. However, it 
frequently ran into delays before 
being expedited for inaugura-
tion before the upcoming polls.

‘Close check for 
5 days to ensure 
plant stability’

We will stand with Vijay on alliance decision: Dist secys
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 

“OUR general secretary Anand 
did not ask our opinion on 
which party to align with. But, 
we all have conveyed that it is 
impossible to defeat the evil 
force unless we join an alli-
ance,” another district secre-
tary from the Delta region told 
TNIE. None of  other top func-
tionaries including K Sengot-
taiyan, KG Arunraj, and Aad-
hav Arjuna were present.

According to the district sec-
retary from the western re-

gion, Anand had asked their 
district secretaries that some 
party functionaries may not 
get a seat to contest in the as-
sembly election, if  they 
join an alliance. 

“We said that we 
would stand by our 
party leader Vijay and 
general  secretary 
Anand. We would ac-
cept whatever decision 
they take for the welfare of  the 
party and to remove the evil 
force from power,” the district 
secretary told TNIE.

“This is not the way our meet-
ings usually happen. We always 
get a day’s notice at least. I 
missed seeing the text and had 

to rush into the meeting a 
little late,” the district 
secretary from Delta 
region told TNIE.

While concluding 
the meeting, TVK gen-

eral secretary Anand 
told the district secretar-

ies that he would convey the 
message to party leader Vijay, 
who would take the final call. 
Vijay is expected to be in Delhi 

on Sunday to appear before the 
special investigation team of  
the CBI in relation to the Karur 
stampede case. 

When asked about it, AIAD-
MK former minister D Jaya-
kumar told reporters in Chen-
nai that the party would 
welcome anybody who accepts 
AIADMK leadership and joins 
the alliance. “Our aim is to de-
feat the evil force DMK. So, we 
will accept whoever is willing 
to accept our leadership and 
join us to defeat DMK,” Jaya-
kumar said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

‘Vijay will take the final call on alliance’
While concluding the meeting, TVK general secretary 
Anand told the district secretaries that he would 
convey the message to party leader Vijay, who would 
take the final call. Vijay is expected to be in Delhi on 
Sunday to appear before CBI in relation to Karur row

Farmer killed as tempo 
rams bike in Belagavi
Belagavi: Mahadev Kallappa 
Vetal (75), a farmer from 
Belagavi, died after a tempo 
carrying schoolchildren collided 
with his motorcycle at Kallehol 
Cross on the Belagavi–Vengurla 
road on Thursday. Vetal was 
turning towards Kallehol village 
from Uchgaon when the tempo, 
travelling from Sulga-Hindalga 
towards Uchgaon, reportedly 
struck his bike, throwing him 
nearly 20 feet and causing a 
fatal head injury. ENS

Tourists get attracted  to 
high speed boating :TTDC
Continued from page 1: The Tamil 

Nadu Tourism Development 
Corporation (TTDC) also stated 

that tourists visiting Pykara boat 
house are attracted to high-speed 

boating activities such as speed 
boats and jet skis. Any sudden 

stoppage of the existing petrol 
propelled outboard motor boats 

would cause disappointment 
among the tourists and lead to 

significant reduction in visitor 
turnout resulting in huge loss of 

revenue.

The Kerala High Court on Friday directed 
the state to explain whether the Suchitwa 
Mission can support the removal of 
clothes from the Pampa riverbed

SUPPORT FOR 
CLEANING

The offshore captive coal jetty of 
Udangudi thermal power plant| EXPRESS

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER (NIT)
Online bids are hereby invited from the reputed and 

experienced agencies for the work of ‘‘Event Management  
to facilitate organization of International Film Festival  
of Agartala (IFFA)’’. Last date for submission of bids is 
19.03.2026 at 11.00 AM.

For more details, please visit https://tripuratenders.gov.
in or https://tfti.ac.in

Sd/-
Director

Information and Cultural Affairs
ICA/C/4809/26


