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PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The CBI has registered an 
FIR in the alleged em-
bezzlement of Rs 550 crore 
from the Haryana govern-
ment's accounts main-
tained with IDFC First 
Bank in Chandigarh after 
taking over the investiga-
tion in the matter, official 
sources said Thursday. 

The Haryana government 
had transferred the probe to 
the central probe agency. 
The referral was sent to the 
agency on Wednesday by the 
Department of Personnel 
and Training, they said. 

The CBI registered the FIR 
taking over the case earlier 
probed by the Haryana State 
Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (SV & ACB). 

"The case pertains to 

fraudulent banking oper-
ations and fictitious trans-
actions allegedly undertaken 
in a systematic manner to si-
phon off Government funds 
into the accounts of shell en-
tities, including Swastik Desh 
Project, SRR Planning Gurus 
Pvt. Ltd., Cap Co Fintech Ser-
vices, R.S. Traders, and other 
associated firms/individuals, 
resulting in a substantial loss 
to the public exchequer," the 
vigilance department of Ha-
ryana said while referring 
the case to the agency. 

According to the police 
and ED allegations, Ha-
ryana government funds 
were supposed to be de-
posited by various depart-
ments of the state in the 
bank in FDs but were alleg-
edly diverted by the ac-
cused for their personal 
purpose, the sources said. 

IANS 
GANGTOK 

The Indian Army has suc-
cessfully evacuated all 1,321 
stranded tourists and 84 local 
residents from North Sikkim 
on Thursday after landslides 
snapped road connectivity in 
the region, officials said.  

Defence Spokesman Lieu-
tenant Colonel Mahendra 
Rawat said that 'Operation 
Him Setu', launched earlier 
to evacuate stranded tourists 
in the Lachen area of North 
Sikkim, has been completed 
successfully. He noted that 
the evacuation of all stranded 
individuals was carried out 

in an incident-free, coor-
dinated, and seamless 
manner within 48 hours, de-
spite adverse weather con-
ditions. 

"A total of 1,321 tourists 
and 84 local residents were 
safely evacuated during 'Op-
eration Him Setu'," the offi-
cial said. 

According to Lieutenant 
Colonel Rawat, connectivity 
in the affected area was re-
stored through the construc-
tion of a footbridge, enabling 
safe and continuous evacu-
ation across disrupted 
stretches following landslide 
damage on the Lachen-
Chungthang road. 

Army rescues all 1,321 stranded 
tourists and 84 locals in Sikkim

A vehicle lies covered 
under fresh snowfall at 
Lachen amid ongoing 
evacuation of stranded 
tourists, in Mangan dis-
trict of Sikkim

CBI registers FIR in 
`550 crore IDFC bank 
embezzlement case

Biswajeet Banerjee 
KANPUR 

In a strict administrative ac-
tion, the Kanpur district ad-
ministration has demoted 
three junior clerks to Class IV 
posts after they failed to clear a 
mandatory typing test despite 
being given multiple oppor-
tunities. 

District Magistrate Jitendra 
Pratap Singh ordered the de-
motion of Neha Srivastava, 
Amit Kumar Yadav and Prem-
nath Yadav following a review 
of their performance. The 
three employees failed to 
achieve the minimum required 
typing speed of 25 words per 
minute in both the initial test 
and a second attempt con-
ducted after a warning. 

Officials said the employees 
had earlier failed the test in 
2024 and were given another 
chance to meet the prescribed 
standard. However, their in-
ability to qualify even in the 
second attempt led to the deci-
sion. 

The three were appointed in 
2023 under the compassionate 
grounds quota for dependents 
of deceased government em-
ployees and were posted as 
junior clerks at the Kanpur 
Collectorate. 

According to officials, the 
action was taken to maintain 
administrative discipline and 
ensure efficiency in routine of-
fice work, including file noting, 
drafting and documentation, 
which require basic typing 
proficiency. 

Failing typing test twice: 
Three Kanpur clerks 
demoted to peon posts

Kusmhi forest set to 
become eastern UP’s 
eco-tourism hub

Biswajeet Banerjee 
LUCKNOW 

Uttar Pradesh is expanding its 
tourism footprint beyond re-
ligious destinations, with a re-
newed focus on eco and 
sustainable tourism. In a 
major step, an eco park is 
being developed in the 
Kusmhi forest area of Go-
rakhpur under a Rs 4.84 crore 
project, aimed at turning the 
region into a key green desti-
nation in Purvanchal. 

Officials said Rs 50 lakh has 
already been released as the 
first instalment to fast-track 
work on the project, which is 
part of a broader plan to cre-
ate nature-based tourism cir-
cuits and generate local 
employment. 

Tourism and Culture Min-
ister Jaiveer Singh said the in-
itiative reflects the 
government’s strategy to di-

versify tourism offerings in the 
state. He said that under the 
leadership of Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, Uttar Pra-
desh is witnessing rapid ex-
pansion in the tourism sector, 
and Kusmhi forest is being de-
veloped as a modern eco-tour-
ism destination with facilities 
such as Swiss cottages, tree 
houses, yoga centres and in-
terpretation spaces. 

The project is designed to 
strike a balance between visi-
tor experience and ecological 
preservation. An entrance 
gateway is being constructed 
at a cost of Rs 15.58 lakh, while 
an interpretation centre 
worth Rs 28.45 lakh will pro-
vide insights into the forest’s 
biodiversity and conservation 
practices. Swiss cottages, with 
an investment of over Rs 1 
crore, are being developed to 
offer immersive stays in a 
natural setting. 


