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Nine
dead, 45 missing after migrant 
boat capsizes o� Djibouti

Trump delays Strait of Hormuz strike
DUBAI

ISRAEL warned Friday it will ex-
pand its attacks on Iran as Tehran 
kept firing missiles at Israel and 
Gulf  Arab nations. The US mili-
tary also continued striking Iran, 
while President Donald Trump de-
layed his threat to obliterate Iran’s 
energy plants over its effective clo-
sure of  the Strait of  Hormuz.

Israel has moved thousands of  
troops across the border into Leba-
non, where Israeli officials said 
they want to take control of  the en-
tire area south of  the Litani River 

— some 20 miles north of  the bor-
der. The US military also contin-
ued striking Iran, while President 
Donald Trump delayed his threat 
to obliterate Iran’s ener-
gy plants over its effec-
tive closure of  the Strait 
of  Hormuz. 

Israel has moved thou-
sands of  troops across 
the border into Lebanon, 
where Israeli officials 
said they want to take control of  
the entire area south of  the Litani 
River — some 20 miles north of  the 
border.

Facing a convulsing stock mar-
ket, Trump on Thursday extended 
a deadline for reopening the Strait 
of  Hormuz until April 6, saying 

Iran asked for the grace 
period and that talks 
were going “very well,” 
despite the fact Iran con-
tinues to publicly insist 
it is not negotiating with 
the White House on a 15-
point proposal to end the 

conflict. Over 1,900 killed in Iran, 
1,100 in Lebanon; 18 in Israel, plus 
four Israeli soldiers in Lebanon 
Thirteen US military members 

have died, as well as a number of  
civilians on land and sea in the 
Gulf  region. Millions of  people in 
Lebanon and Iran have been 
displaced. 

Tehran enforces Hormuz tolls
Iran appears to be setting itself  up 
as the gatekeeper for the Strait of  
Hormuz, the world’s most impor-
tant artery for oil shipments.  

Iranian communications to the 
UN maritime authority and expe-
rience of  ships transiting strait 
suggest the creation of  something 
akin to a “toll booth.”  AP

Israel says it will expand its attacks as President Trump grants 10-day pause on energy plant strikes

A bulldozer clears rubble from a street at the site of an Israeli  airstrike 
in Beirut’s southern suburbs  |  AFP

G7 divided on conflict, Don criticises NATO
VAUX-DE-CERNAY

GROUP of  seven foreign ministers 
met on Friday in France to discuss 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, with 
deep divisions apparent over the 
US-Israeli war with Iran, follow-
ing US President Donald Trump’s 
repeated complaints that Ameri-

ca’s allies have ignored or rejected 
requests for help in the military 
operation and in confronting 
Iran’s retaliatory attacks, includ-
ing the closure of  the Strait of  
Hormuz to most international 
shipping.

US Secretary of  State Marco Ru-
bio joined his counterparts from 

the G7 just 24 hours after Trump’s 
latest round of  insults lobbed at 
NATO and as instability in oil mar-
kets persisted with the Iran war 
with uncertainty over the status of  
potential negotiations to end the 
crisis. Most of  America’s closest 
allies greeted the Iran war with 
deep skepticism.  AP

Beirut under fire as 
Lebanon faces crisis
BEIRUT/ GENEVA

ISRAEL’s military renewed its attacks on Beirut’s 
southern suburbs Friday, saying it was targeting Hez-
bollah infrastructure, as the Iran-backed group said the 
foes had clashed directly in the country’s south.

Nearly a month into the West Asia war, the United Na-
tions refugee agency warned that Lebanon was facing a 
deepening humanitarian crisis that risks teetering over 
into a catastrophe. 

Lebanon was pulled into the West Asia war when Te-
hran-backed militant group Hezbollah fired rockets to-
wards Israel on March 2 to avenge the US-Israeli killing 
of  Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Israel 
has responded with large-scale airstrikes on Lebanon and 
a ground offensive in the south.

Meanwhile, the United Nations refugee agency 
warned on Friday that Lebanon is facing a deepening 
humanitarian crisis that now risks teetering over into 
a catastrophe. Since March 2, more than a million peo-
ple -- one in five residents -- have been forced to flee their 
homes, said the UNHCR.

With the numbers continuing to rise, “it is really a 
deepening humanitarian crisis that we here on the 
ground are seeing in Lebanon”, said Karolina.  AFP

Marco Rubio (left), Jean-Noel Barrot 
(middle) and Anita Anand (right) on the 
second day of the G7 Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in Cernay-la-Ville near Paris |  AP


