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Bose quit Biennale after  
sexual harassment charges
KBF chairperson Venu confirms, but declines to elaborate on specifics

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

BOSE Krishnamachari stepped 
down as president and trustee 
of  the Kochi Biennale Founda-
tion (KBF) in January follow-
ing sexual harassment allega-
tions against him, with the 
complaint now under examina-
tion by the Internal Complaints 
Committee (ICC).

Confirming the development, 
KBF chairperson Venu V told 
TNIE, “This was one of  the rea-
sons behind his resignation.” 

However, he declined to elab-
orate on the specifics, citing the 
confidential nature of  ICC 
proceedings. 

“The complaint has been 
filed with the ICC. Action will 
be taken after the inquiry con-
cludes,” he said.

A complaint filed under the 
POSH Act on December 28, 
2025, a copy of  which has been 
reviewed by TNIE, alleges that 
Bose invited the complainant 
to his apartment in Fort Kochi 
“without specifying any work-
related purpose”.

“As this came from my re-
porting supervisor, I reasona-
bly believed it pertained to of-
ficial duties and expected 
colleagues to be present,” the 
complainant said in the letter.

“Upon entry, I realised no 
one else was present. To my 
dismay, he locked the door and 
directed me to sit on the bed, 
claiming no other seating was 
available. I sat at a distance. 
During the interaction, he 
made sexually coloured re-
marks, repeatedly held my 
hands without consent, and 
touched my face, attempting 
contact near my lips,” the com-
plaint alleged.

The complainant further 
stated that despite her repeated 
attempts to leave, he insisted 

on a hug. She has termed the 
acts as sexual harassment un-
der Section 2(n) of  the POSH 
Act, also alleging non-consen-
sual physical advances and be-
h av i o u r  a m o u n t i n g  t o 
confinement. 

She has said she will submit 
supporting evidence before the 
ICC.

Bose, who resigned after 
serving as the foundation’s 
head for 15 years, denied the al-
legations, calling them “mis-
leading, unverified, and taken 
out of  context”.

“I categorically deny any in-
sinuations linking my resigna-
tion to unsubstantiated allega-
tions. To the best of  my 
knowledge, there is no com-
plaint pending before any com-
petent authority,” he said. 

Bose also alleged that fabri-
cated messages are being cir-
culated to damage his reputa-
tion and said he has initiated 
legal proceedings against those 
responsible for spreading 
“false and defamatory materi-
al”.  He urged the public and 
media to refrain from sharing 
unverified information. The 
development comes as the Ko-
chi Muziris Biennale approach-
es its closing ceremony on 
March 30.

Bose’s appointment as 
Kochi’s cultural curator 
under scrutiny
Kochi: With Bose 
Krishnamachari facing sexual 
harassment charges, his 
position as the arts, design, and 
cultural curator of Kochi has 
come under scrutiny. He was 
appointed the curator by Kochi 
corporation immediately after 
the Congress-led UDF came to 
power at the local body. He was 
given the charge of 
transforming Kochi into a 
‘creative city’. His appointment 
was announced by Kochi Mayor 
V K Minimol on March 12. To a 
query whether Bose will 
continue to remain the curator, 
Minimol said, “These are just 
allegations. Let the inquiry into 
the complaint proceed. Any 
action will be taken only on a 
later date after the 
investigations are over.” She,
however, claimed that Venu did 
not tell her about the ICC inquiry 
against Bose when she had 
asked him about the former 
KBF president’s sudden 
resignation. “The KBF 
chairperson had come to invite 
me to an event being organised 
by the Biennale. It was around 
two weeks before we 
announced Bose’s appointment 
as the curator. I had specifically 
asked him about the reason 
behind Bose’s sudden 
resignation. He had assured me 
that it was due to personal 
reasons. Shouldn’t he have 
informed me about the same at 
the time?” the mayor said.

I categorically deny any insinuations 
linking my resignation to 

unsubstantiated allegations. There is 
no complaint pending before any 

competent authority

Bose Krishnamachari

Party steps in to 
settle Muneer’s 
bank dues
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kozhikode 

THE Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) 
has cleared the outstanding bank liability 
of  Muslim League leader M K Muneer, 
averting imminent legal action against 
his residence in Nadakkavu.

An amount of  approximately Rs 49 
lakh, owed to the Calicut 
Town Service Coopera-
tive Bank, has been paid 
using funds from the par-
ty’s state committee ac-
count. The move came 
after growing concern 
within the party over the 
possibility of  the prop-
erty being attached due 
to unpaid dues.

The issue gained urgency after reports 
surfaced that the bank had initiated pro-
ceedings to seize the property if  the ar-
rears were not cleared before the March 
31 deadline. Senior IUML leaders, includ-
ing state president Panakkad Sadiq Ali 
Shihab Thangal and national leader P K 
Kunhalikutty personally reached out to 
Muneer to assess the situation and ensure 
timely resolution.

The property at the centre of  the issue, 
‘Crescent House’ in East Nadakkavu, is 
not just a private residence but a land-
mark closely associated with the party’s 
history. Built by former CM C H Moham-
med Koya, Muneer’s father, the house has 
long served as an informal meeting point 
for IUML leaders and workers in 
Kozhikode, giving it deep emotional and 
political value.
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AIIMS Kerala: Centre 
seeks more time
Kochi: The Central Government on Wednesday 
sought time until April 10 to file an affidavit 
explaining the criteria applied for prioritising the 
establishment of AIIMS in different states and to 
apprise the court of the status of the proposal 
submitted by Kerala regarding the establishment of 
AIIMS. The petitioner’s counsel objected to the plea, 
stating that the Central Government was waiting for 
the assembly elections in Kerala to conclude before 
responding. When a batch of petitions pertaining to 
the establishment of AIIMS came up for hearing, the 
Central Government counsel submitted that 
instructions were being awaited from the Ministry of 
Finance, as it was the end of the financial year. 

Endogamy rule of Knanaya 
Church illegal, says HC
Kochi: In a significant ruling, the High Court has held 
that the endogamy requirement in the Knanaya 
Christian Church, and the practice of 
excommunicating those who violate it, are illegal. The 
court pointed out that the teachings of Christ, the 
divine law ,the Bible ,and the provisions of canon law 
do not support the practice of endogamy.Justice S 
Easwaran held that the practice of endogamy among 
Knanaya Christians is not an essential religious 
practice, and that excommunicating members for 
marrying outside the community violates their 
fundamental rights under Articles 21 and 25 of the 
Constitution of India. The court observed: “The Bible 
(Galatians 3:28) proclaims that ‘there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus’.”

Muthanga torture: Court 
dismisses govt appeal
T’Puram: The Kalpetta Additional District Judge-II 
court has dismissed an appeal filed by the state 
government against the compensation awarded to 
police custodial torture victim K K Surendran, in 
connection with the Muthanga Adivasi protest and 
the subsequent police action during the tenure of the 
UDF government led by A K Antony. The court has 
enhanced the compensation awarded by the trial 
court from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 12.50 lakh. The LDF 
government had filed the appeal in July 2021 against 
the trial court verdict. The arrest and custodial 
violence against K K Surendran, then a senior lecturer 
at the District Institute of Education and Training 
(DIET), had drawn public attention. 

Student dies after falling 
from moving train
Tiruppur: An 18-year-old college student who 
sustained injuries while attempting to board a moving 
train at the Tiruppur railway station on Tuesday 
succumbed to his injuries on Wednesday. The 
deceased was V Vedharajan of Kumarananthapuram 
in Tiruppur. He was a first-year B.Sc IT student at a 
private college in Coimbatore. Sources said Vedharajan 
used to travel to college from Tiruppur to Coimbatore 
by train every day. On Tuesday, Vedharajan allegedly 
tried to board the Erode-Palakkad  passenger train 
even before it halted.

21-year-old kills woman, 
dumps body in quarry
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Sivaganga 

A 21-YEAR-old man was 
arrested on Tuesday for al-
legedly murdering a 52-
year-old woman on Febru-
ary 17 in Madurai. The 
deceased was identified as 
Saraswathi of  Sottathatti 
village in Sivaganga, and 
the suspect was identified 
as Saravanakumar of  
Koodakovil in Madurai. 

According to sources, 
the two were in an alleged 
extramarital affair for 
many years. The incident 
came to light after the de-
ceased’s brother, Niraiku-

lathan, 66, filed a missing 
persons complaint at the 
Thirupuvanam police sta-
tion on February 17. Dur-
ing the investigation, they 
detained Saravanakumar, 
who allegedly admitted to 
committing the murder 
and throwing her body in-
side a deep quarry pit lo-
cated  in  Koodakovil 
limits. 

Sources further added 
that the duo was earlier 
working together at con-
struction sites. She learnt 
that he was going to marry 
another woman, and a 
heated argument broke out 
between them. 
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Helmet drive nets L2.7 crore in fines
The police collected C2.7 crore in fines from two-wheeler riders for not 
wearing helmets over the past week. The Traffic and Road Safety 
Management wing conducted a special drive from March 18 to 24, 
checking 1.13 lakh two-wheelers and detecting around 51,000 violations.
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Invitation of Expression of Interest for engagement 
of PMC for construction of different buildings 

at G.M. University, Sambalpur

Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur invites Expression of 
Interest (EoI) from reputed public sector organization such as State 
PSU/ Central PSU for engagement as Project Management Consul-
tant (PMC) for Construction and minor repair of different buildings at 
the G.M. University, Sambalpur. Interested agencies are requested 
to visit the official website www. Gmuniversity.ac.in for details. The 
last date of receiving of EoI is 09.04.2026 by 4.00 PM.
N.B.
���Authority reserves the right to reject all or any of the Proposals 

without assigning any reasons whatsoever.
����Hereafter, any corrigendum/amendment shall be published only 

on the University Website i.e. www.gmuniversity.ac.in.
Sd/-Registrar


