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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about
the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING
PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertise-
ment or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Pub-
lisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any
manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy Rainfall very likely at isolated places

over Assam, Meghalaya, West Bengal and Sikkim.Thunderstorm ac-

companied with hailstorm very likely at isolated places over Assam,

Meghalaya, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal and Sikkim.
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ..................5.0......32.6...... 19.8 Kozhikode ....................... —......36.0...... 27.8

Ahmedabad............. —......38.0...... 24.1 Kurnool ........................... —......40.5...... 25.2

Aizawl ...................... —......32.0...... 18.6 Lucknow.......................... —......... —..........—

Allahabad ................ —......38.2...... 17.5 Madurai ........................... —......37.4...... 24.2

Bengaluru................ —......34.4...... 21.0 Mangaluru....................... —......34.6...... 25.4

Bhopal ..................... —......37.4...... 17.8 Mumbai ........................... —......35.1...... 24.5

Bhubaneswar .......... —......37.0...... 23.8 Mysuru............................. —......35.0...... 23.0

Chandigarh.............. —......32.4...... 18.7 New Delhi........................ —......34.6...... 18.2

Chennai ................... —......32.6...... 24.1 Patna............................... —......35.2...... 21.0

Coimbatore ............. —......36.2...... 23.0 Port Blair ......................... —... `31.9...... 24.6

Dehradun................. —......31.5...... 15.2 Puducherry ..................... —......32.6...... 23.1

Gangtok ................28.0......14.5...... 11.3 Pune ................................ —......39.2...... 24.1

Goa........................... —......... —..........— Raipur.............................. —......38.3...... 25.0

Guwahati ................8.0......30.5...... 20.0 Ranchi ............................. —......32.8...... 19.0

Hubballi ................... —......36.6...... 22.2 Shillong ........................... —......21.5...... 11.3

Hyderabad............... —......37.2...... 23.1 Shimla ............................. —......22.6...... 10.8

Imphal ..................... —......28.7...... 14.6 Srinagar........................... —......21.0...... 12.3

Jaipur ...................... —......... —...... 22.2 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.0...... 24.8

Kochi........................ —......33.6...... 27.0 Tiruchi ............................. —......36.3...... 24.4

Kohima ...................8.0......19.0...... 12.3 Vijayawada...................... —......... —..........—

Kolkata .................... —......33.5...... 25.4 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.9...... 27.6

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Greater Noida,

Uttar Pradesh recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 260

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Nagaon, Assam

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 36.

Ahmedabad ..... .40 108 97 ..... 82 ...151 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .10 ..26 18 ..... 88 ...127 ......*

Chennai............ ...5 ....6 38 ..... 40 ....62 ......*

Delhi ................. .17 ..47 34 ... 357 ...357 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .17 ..14 10 ..... 65 ....97 ......*

Kolkata............. ...8 ..25 22 ..... 38 ....40 ......*

Lucknow........... ..— ..36 39 ... 102 ...158 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...2 ..29 12 ..... 50 ....72 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..39 28 ... 140 ...147 ......*

Visakhapatnam ..— ..36 11 ..... 45 ...104 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

I
n a remarkable act of
courage, a passenger,
Balaraju Kola, rescued

more than �ve co-passen-
gers from a burning private
travel bus after it collided
with a tipper lorry near
Markapuram in Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday.

In an interaction with
The Hindu, Mr. Balaraju, a
mason, said: “I was brows-
ing through my mobile
phone when there was a
blast-like sound. Within no
time, thick smoke and
�ames engulfed the bus,”
he said.

“I broke open a window
using my elbow. Luckily, I
found a knife and smashed

more glass panes. Before
jumping out, I pushed six
to seven passengers out of
the bus. It was the best I
could do amid the
chaos...,” he said.

He said the accident oc-
curred when the bus driv-
er, seeing an incoming tip-

per lorry from the opposite
direction, swerved the veh-
icle to the right instead of
moving to the left. The lor-
ry driver too turned to the
right. The bus rammed in-
to the fuel tank of the lorry,
trigerring a blast.

Mr. Balaraju narrated

the story of his co-passen-
ger Ambati Anil, who tried
to save his �ve-month-old
son. Anil �rst pushed his
wife out of the bus. He
then went back into the
bus which was already in
�ames, searching for the
baby but got trapped. Anil
and the baby died,” he
said.

In another instance,
Thalapala Surendra, a con-
struction worker from Te-
langana, along with his fa-
mily members, was
returning to his native
place of Nallagondla.

After the bus collided
with the tipper, Mr. Suren-
dra broke the window
glass. He, along with his
wife, her brother, and two
children, escaped through
the window.

Courage amid �ames as bus
passenger saves several lives

Charred remains: The private bus and the tipper lorry after the

accident near Markapuram on Thursday. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

A mason breaks open the glasspanes and helps more than �ve passengers jump out of the bus as

it catches �re; another passenger goes back to the burning vehicle to save his baby, and both die

N.S. Chowdary 
Sambasiva Rao M.
MARKAPURAM/NELLORE

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Thursday
slammed the Congress and
party leader Rahul Gandhi,
whom he termed “as a per-
son who never learns from
his acts and lacks proper
perspective and under-
standing of various issues,”
for “aiding the BJP to gain
power” in some States, in-
cluding Bihar, Delhi and
Rajasthan. 

Mr. Vijayan also criti-
cised Mr. Gandhi for “tor-
pedoing the Opposition al-
liance against the BJP.”

“He has been proven
un�t to be a political lead-
er. He never learns from
his various acts and never
corrects himself. Mr. Gand-
hi has often failed to get a
grasp of the issues,” said
Mr. Vijayan while respond-

ing to the statement of the
Congress leader on why
Central agencies had
spared the Kerala Chief Mi-
nister from interrogation.

Mr. Vijayan said the ac-
quittal of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Arvind Kejri-
wal and his party leaders
in the Delhi liquor policy
scam case was “a tight slap
on the face” of Mr. Gandhi
and the Congress, which
“supported the BJP’s ulte-
rior moves” in cooking up
a false case against Mr. Kej-
riwal. 

The Congress created
instability in the Opposi-
tion alliance in Bihar,
which made things easy for
the BJP. In Kerala too, the
Congress and the BJP-RSS
combine had jointly �eld-
ed candidates against CPI
(M) leaders E.M.S. Nam-
boodrippad and A.K. Go-
palan earlier, he said.

Pinarayi slams Rahul
for ‘aiding BJP to gain
power’ in some States
The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Naam Tamilar Katchi
(NTK) chief coordinator
Seeman on Thursday al-
leged that the ruling Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and its opposition
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) have an under-
standing. 

He claimed that the
AIADMK had allotted cer-
tain constituencies of in-
cumbent DMK Ministers to
its allies, including the Bha-

ratiya Janata Party (BJP).
Mr. Seeman, who cam-

paigned for the NTK candi-
dates in Mettur, Omalur,
Salem South, Salem North,
Salem West, and Veerapan-
di constituencies in Salem
district, addressed journal-
ists at Pallapatti. He also al-
leged that during the
DMK’s tenure, liquor was
procured from factories
owned by AIADMK sup-
porters, and vice versa
during the latter’s rule. He
said the NTK would also
question the basis of the
DMK’s alliance with the In-

dian National Congress.
Criticising the Congress,

the NTK chief coordinator
claimed that the party,
which had ruled the coun-
try for several decades,
had harmed Tamil inter-
ests, including on issues re-
lated to Cauvery water
rights and industrial deve-
lopment. 

He also accused the
Congress of imposing Hin-
di in the past and introduc-
ing policies such as the Na-
tional
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test and the Goods and

Services Tax.Responding to
a question on a possible al-
liance with Panruti Velumu-
rugan’s Tamilaga Vazhvuri-
mai Katchi, Mr. Seeman said
the NTK had already an-
nounced its candidates and
begun campaigning, mak-
ing an alliance unlikely at
this stage. He added that
the party could consider al-
liances in the future.

‘Freebie culture’
On welfare measures, Mr.
Seeman criticised what he
described as “freebie cul-
ture,” stating that the NTK

would instead prioritise
free access to education,
drinking water, and health-
care at international stan-
dards. 

He said other services
would not be provided free
of cost under an NTK go-
vernment. 

He also said an NTK go-
vernment would focus on
generating electricity
through solar and wind
energy to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply and
address issues such as hun-
ger and unemployment.

Questioning the �nan-

cial feasibility of welfare
promises made by other
parties, Mr. Seeman said
Tamil Nadu’s debt stood at
around ₹10.5 lakh crore,
with a signi�cant annual
interest payments. 

Referring to the an-
nouncements by the Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK), led by actor Vijay,
he claimed that imple-
menting such schemes
would require a substantial
amount of funds, which he
argued would be di�cult
given the State’s current �-
nancial position.

Seeman alleges AIADMK-DMK tie-up in T.N. election
The Hindu Bureau
SALEM


