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Patna: Domestic ga v
situation in Pmng lsss;,':tp:z
show signs of improvement.
despite assurances from the
district administration that
LPG cylinder bookings are
gradually declining and
s erowds thinning at gas agen-
~ties. Long queues can be se-
.ehoutside gas godowns, whi-
le delivery delays are stret-
_Thing into several days. Ma-
by consumers allege that
even after making bookings
early, cylinders are yet to be
delivered, citing persistent
stock shortages and repea-
excuses by vendors.
gPeﬂple were seen standing
ong queues outside a gas
agency in Naya Tola as early
as 7am on Wednesday. They
claimed that although their
booking numbers were gene-
rateddaysago, cylinders have
still not been delivered.

Avinash Suman, a Patna

resident, took to X to share
his grievance, stating that he
had booked a cylinder from
an agency in Anisabad five
days earlier, but the vendor
continued to cite non-availa-
bility of stock.

However, contradicting
these complaints, the official
X handle of the Patna dis-
trict administration uploa-
ded testimonials from satis-
fied consumers, projectinga
smoother supply experien-
ce. Residents Munna and
Khushbu Kumari from Phul-
wari Sharif said they recei-

ved their cylinders within
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says

People wait to get LPG cylinders at

Five injured in gas

cylinder explosion

ive people were seriously

injuredinan LPGcylinder
blastatamarketinUsma
Ma'th village under the Pator
police station area of
Darbhangadistricton
Wednesday evening.
According to reports,a
woman was frying ‘pakodas’
when the LPG cylinder
suddenly exploded. T

Colony in Patna

is mo longer a panic situa-
;l_on. and cnnsun‘::rsm‘l‘)‘(:-
ing refills as per actual re-
Qquirements, which is a posi-
tive development,” he said.
The DM also held a high-
leynl meeting on Wednesday
with 75 ward councillors of
the Patna Municipal Corpo-
rz.\liun (PMC) and senior offi-
cials to brief them on cylin-
der bookingand delivery pro-
tocols. He said PMC vehicles,
with the sup-
port of ward
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Patna: In a statewide crack-
down on the illegal storage
andblackmarketingof LPG,
police have seized 419 cylin-
ders over the past few days,
registered 14 FIRs and arres-
ted 21 people across several
districts. On Wednesday, fo-
ur eateries were sealed in
Patna for illegally using do-
mestic LPG cylinders, and
FIRs were lodged against the
violators.
“Acting on the

T Control

A9 cylinders seized

in state;.four eateries
sealed in Patng dist

Ncies,

DM Thiyagarajan S M
volvement in black marke-
or would in
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Govt keeps power tariff
unchanged for FY

Ranjeet Kumar

2627,

BIA’s mixed
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B 4 i response to

move, the regulatory bod:
Bihar Electricity Regulato.
ry Commission (BERC) on

tariff order

Wednesday  announced
there will be “no tariff hike et
for 2026-27 across all catego- " .
ries”asitdecidedtokeepthe  BERC chalman Amir Subhani patna: The BIbAr bbb
P sociation (BIA) on Wednes. .}
responseto |

1,” Subhani told reportersaf-
ter pronouncingthetariff or.
der. The new tariff rate will
come into effect from Aprill
ERC, after thor-
ough examination and pru-

tariff rate unchanged for the
next financial
Aprill. year starting
The decision, which is
set to benefit 2.22 crore pow-
er consumers in the state,
comesatatimewhentheres- dence check of their
\dents face LPG supply is- als, has approved the
suestriggeredby conflictsin  gregate Revenue Red
West Asia. ment (ARR) of Rs 16,555.69
Informed sources said crore with revenue Surplus
the BERC rejected the pro- of Rs 2,69 crore for NBPDCL

6-27. .
20257X president Ram Lal .
Khetan said the BERC had
not increased per-unit elec-
tricity charges for any consu-

ry, but u‘;_iugm
had expected 2 tari ue-
tion this year. He said consu-

of DGP Vinay Kumar, inves-
tigations, raids and enforce-
mentof relatedlaws have be-
en intensified in all dis-
tricts, with continuous mo-

nitoring at the

level.

CRISIS CONTINUES _ police headau-
arters

three days of booking. They
added that a simple phone
call helped them obtain re-
fills, underscoring the vari-
ed consumer experiences

across thecity.

District Magistrate (DM)
Thiyagarajan S M said that
reports from gas agencies in-
dicate a gradual decline in

bookings and

thinning

crowds at distributorships.

“These trends suggest there
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C .
will be used to spread aware-
ness about the supply chain
to further stabilise the situa-
tion. Duringthe meeting, the
DM issued strict instruc-
tions to register immediate
FIRs and arrest those invol-
ved if complaints of black
marketing, hoarding, or
overcharging surface.

The DM added that redu-
cing the delivery backlog is
now the top priority.

Simultaneously, cafes and
restaurants are being in-
spected, and eateries found
using domestic LPG cylin-
ders illegally are being sea-
Jed. On Wednesday, four res-
taurants in areas including
]kaarbagh.?amacityand
Barh were sealed, and five
FIRs were lodged for theille-
gal use of domestic cylin-
ders,” Patna district x_naglst-

jons of 8as
tributors are
d any in-

regular inspe
dealers and dis'
also unde! ray, an
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