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A worker arranges wheat bags at a grain market in Ambala Cantonment on Friday. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Chandigarh, April 3
The CBI is set to file a spe-
cial leave petition (SLP) in
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Punjab and
Haryana High Court’s order
discharging former Haryana
Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda and M/s Asso-
ciated Journals Limited
(AJL) in a controversial plot
re-allotment case.

The development came to
light after the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) informed a
Panchkula court that the
DIG, CBI, Chandigarh, had
communicated to its investi-
gating officer that the
agency would move the
apex court to revive the case.

The Punjab and Haryana
High Court, in its February
25 order, had ruled in favour
of Hooda and AJL, observ-
ing, “…the material brought
on record does not even pri-
ma facie disclose the exis-
tence of essential ingredi-
ents of the alleged offences
against the petitioners
(Hooda and AJL), and there
is no ground to proceed
against them. Continuation
of prosecution will be an
abuse of the process of the
Court.” The Bench of Jus-

tice Tribhivan Dahiya had
set aside the trial court’s
order framing charges and
dismissed proceedings
against the accused.

The high court further
reasoned that “passing an
order against the policies,
guidelines or opinions and
in ignorance of any fact
cannot be a basis to attrib-
ute dishonest intention to
the accused.”

Following this verdict, the
CBI Special Court in
Haryana had, on March 27,
closed the case against Hoo-
da and AJL. Subsequently,
on Friday, the Special Court
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in Haryana also
closed the ED’s case related
to the same plot re-allotment.

Hooda’s counsel, SPS
Parmar, said the ED case
could not survive after the
high court’s decision.
“The PMLA court in
Panchkula closed the ED
case because the predicate
offence has already been
decided by the high court
in which both the accused
AJL and Bhupinder Singh
Hooda were discharged. In

light of the Supreme Court
judgment in the Vijay
Madanlal Choudhary case,
the PMLA court in
Panchkula closed the pres-
ent complaint,” he said.

In the Vijay Madanlal
Choudhary judgment, the
Supreme Court had held,
“If the person is finally
discharged/acquitted of
the scheduled offence or
the criminal case against
him is quashed by the
court of competent juris-
diction, there can be no
offence of money-launder-
ing against him…”

However, during the hear-
ing on Friday, ED counsel
HPS Verma placed on record
a communication from the
CBI stating its intent to chal-
lenge the high court order.
The ED urged the PMLA
court to keep the matter
pending until the Supreme
Court’s decision, but the
court declined the request.

At the same time, the
court granted liberty to the
ED to revive proceedings
“in case the predicate
offence gets revived by the
orders/judgment” of the
Supreme Court.

According to the ED, AJL
had secured the Panchkula
plot at a concessional rate of
Rs 59.39 lakh at 1982 prices
and subsequently obtained
loans worth Rs 72.57 crore
by projecting it as “untaint-
ed property”. The agency
alleged that these funds
were used to create further
assets by pledging or mort-
gaging them with a bank.

The plot in question,
located in Sector 6,
Panchkula, was originally
allotted to AJL for publish-
ing the Hindi daily Nav
Jiwan on a no-profit, no-
loss basis. However, after
the company failed to con-
struct a building within the
stipulated time, the plot
was resumed and appeals
were dismissed by 1996.

Years later, after Hooda
assumed office as Chief
Minister, the plot was re-
allotted in 2005 at old rates.
The ED has alleged that this
caused a loss of Rs 1.75 crore
to the state exchequer.

During questioning, Hoo-
da had maintained that his
decision was influenced by
the legacy of AJL publica-
tions in the freedom strug-
gle, stating that he acted
after considering the
request placed before him.
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Chandigarh, April 3
The Haryana Congress is
likely to initiate disciplinary
action against five of its
MLAs for allegedly cross-
voting in favour of a BJP-
backed Independent candi-
date during the March 16
Rajya Sabha elections, with
suspension emerging as the
most probable course.

The party’s Disciplinary
Action Committee, which met
in Chandigarh today, is expect-
ed to recommend suspension
of the legislators after examin-
ing their responses to show-
cause notices. The five MLAs
under the scanner are Shalley
Chaudhary (Naraingarh),
Renu Bala (Sadhaura-SC), Jar-
nail Singh (Ratia-SC), Moham-
mad Ilyas (Punahana) and
Mohd Israil (Hathin).

High drama marked the pro-
ceedings as two of the accused
MLAs reached the party office
to present their case before the
panel while it was finalising its
recommendations. Of the five,
Chaudhary, Bala and Jarnail

Singh submitted replies to the
notices, while Ilyas and Israil
did not respond.

Committee chairperson
Dharampal Malik said the
non-response was being treat-
ed as an admission. He indi-
cated that it was “clear” that
Ilyas and Israil had cross-vot-
ed as they failed to reply to the
notices. Chaudhary, however,
denied the allegations, stating
that she had voted for the offi-
cial Congress candidate,
Karamvir Singh Boudh, and
accused senior leaders of tar-
geting her. She also referred to
past instances, saying that
“what happened in 2016 Rajya
Sabha polls, everyone knew.”
Renu Bala too rejected the
charges, asserting her loyalty
to the party and claiming she
was being wrongly blamed.

Jarnail Singh, in his written
reply, also denied cross-vot-
ing. All three MLAs main-
tained that they had shown

their ballots to former CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
who had been authorised by
the party to verify votes.

Party sources indicated that
suspension is being consid-
ered as a balanced option. “If
they remain suspended, they
would remain within the party,
and would be bound by the
party’s whip in future,” a
source said. Expulsion, on the
other hand, would not affect
their membership of the
Assembly, while resignation
could trigger bypolls — a sce-
nario the party is keen to avoid.

“A message has to be given
for cross-voting and suspen-
sion would be appropriate,”
the source added.

The panel’s recommenda-
tions will be forwarded to
Haryana Congress president
Rao Narender Singh, who
said, “We will send the report
further to Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
state incharge BK
Hariprasad and general sec-
retary (Organisation) KC
Venugopal. The high com-
mand will take final action.”

Cong likely to suspend 5 MLAs for
cross-voting in Rajya Sabha polls
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Karnal, April 3
Rain lashed the region on
Friday evening, leaving
farmers worried about the
harvest of the standing
crop. Concerns over dam-
age to the produce and
increase in moisture con-
tent also prevailed as the
India Meteorological
Department's (IMD) orange
alert extends till Saturday.

In view of the forecast, sci-
entists at the Indian Insti-
tute of Wheat and Barley
Research (IIWBR) also
advised farmers to be cau-
tious. Dr Ratan Tiwari,
Director of IIWBR, appealed
to farmers not to rush into
harvesting, saying, “Farmers
should wait until the west-
ern disturbance subsides,
followed by a couple of sun-
ny days. In case of rain,
they must keep vigil in the
fields and ensure there is no
water stagnation. Harvest-
ing during this period may
lead to high moisture con-
tent in the grain.”

The advisory comes at a
crucial time, with wheat
fields ready for harvest across
Haryana, Punjab and west-
ern Uttar Pradesh. Vikas
Chaudhary, a farmer from
Taraori, expressed his dilem-
ma, “The crop is ready but if
I harvest now and it rains, the
wheat will be too moist. We
cannot afford rejection at pro-
curement centres.”

Farmers advised to delay harvest
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Ambala, April 3
With inclement weather
delaying harvest, the arrival of
wheat at grain markets has
been sluggish early in the pro-
curement season.

Rajiv Sharma, a farmer
from Naraingarh, said “The
crop is ready for harvesting
but the weather has been
uncertain. Even the commis-
sion agents are not ready to
handle the produce due to
poor weather conditions.
They have been asking the
farmers to reach the market
after the weather conditions
improve, otherwise rain will
drench the produce in grain
markets and cause losses.”

Similarly, Jasbir Singh, a
farmer from Saha, said “There
was an alert for rain for Friday
and Saturday, delaying the
harvesting for a couple of days.
Even if the crop is harvested,
the moisture will be on the
higher side and it will remain
unsold in grain markets.”

As per the information, just
around 520 quintal stock has
arrived at the Ambala Canton-
ment Grain Market, but is yet
to be sold due to higher mois-
ture content.

Neeraj Bhardwaj, Secretary
Ambala Cantonment Grain
Market, said “The moisture
content was around 14 to 16
per cent, due to which the

stocks remained unsold. The
arrivals have been sluggish
and are likely to turn heavy
around April 10.”

Similarly, Dalel Singh, Sec-
retary Ambala City Grain
Market, informed that around
1,620 quintal stock had
arrived. As there were show-
ers in the evening, and alert
for tomorrow, we are unlikely
to see any major arrivals for
next two days.

So far, around 1,239 MT
wheat has been purchased by
the procurement agencies
from grain markets.

Deputy Director Agricul-
ture Ambala Dr Jasvinder
Saini said farmers should
wait for the weather to
improve, adding, “The light
showers will not have any
major impact, but if there is
any hailstorm, it can cause
damage as the crop is ready
for harvesting. We are
expecting that the harvest-
ing will be at its peak
between April 7 to 20 in the
district.” 

Agriculture Minister Shyam
Singh Rana visited Mullana
and Barara grain markets in
Ambala and Shahabad in
Kurukshetra to check the pre-
paredness for procurement
season. He also visited soil
testing lab at Mullana.

He further directed the offi-
cials to ensure a smooth pro-
curement process.

Arrivals off to sluggish start 
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Ambala, April 3
A major scam has come to
light in the functioning of
the Haryana Building and
Other Construction Workers
Welfare Board, with nearly
90% of the “work slips” sub-
mitted by labourers found to
be fake during a statewide
probe, Labour Minister Anil
Vij said on Friday.

Sharing findings of com-
mittees constituted in all 22
districts under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commission-
ers, the minister said out of
21,78,523 work slips (90-day
work receipts) examined,
only 2,70,945 were found to be
valid, while 19,07,578 were
identified as invalid.

“For the workers whose
work slips were found valid,
the portal will soon be opened

and their IDs reactivated, to
enable them to access the ben-
efits provided by the Board,”
Vij said, adding that those
whose slips were found
invalid would be given a
chance to present their case.
“Such workers will be
required to submit represen-
tations before the designated
committee or authority. As per
the report, there were around
90% fake slips,” said Vij.

‘Employers don’t exist, buildings
never built’: Vij flags ~1,500-cr scam
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Chandigarh, April 3
Two days after a grenade attack
at the BJP office in Chandi-
garh, the Haryana unit of Con-
gress has expressed apprehen-
sion of a similar strike on its
premises and sought enhanced
security from the state police. 

In a letter to Haryana DGP,
the party has requested
deployment of adequate
police personnel at its head-
quarters in Sector 9 as well as
a pilot vehicle and security
cover for its state president,
Rao Narender Singh.

Highlighting the serious-
ness of the incident, Haryana
Congress media and office
incharge Sanjeev Bhardwaj,
in his letter, said, “the serious-
ness of this incident (grenade
attack at BJP office) cannot
be overstated, as it posed a
grave threat to public safety
and could have resulted in
catastrophic consequences.”

Bhardwaj urged the police
authorities to step up security
measures, stating that the
authorities should “direct the
authorities concerned to
strengthen the security
arrangements at the HPCC
headquarters by deploying
adequate police personnel and
enhancing the necessary secu-
rity infrastructure.”

After Chandigarh
grenade attack,
Congress seeks
security cover

Plot re-allotment at old rates under scrutiny again

Recommendations to be
sent to high command

for final decision

FRESH SHOWERS LASH REGION

04042026-JTT-04.qxd  4/3/2026  11:14 PM  Page 1


