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LPG crisis drives 
migrants back to 
villages.

NEW DELHI: Some hid their 
departure behind made-up 
family occasions, others 
quietly admitted the truth, 
but all left with heavy 
bags and heavier hearts. 
The LPG crisis is forcing 
migrants to leave the city 
for their villages, hoping 
the separation from the 
place they call home will 

be brief. Railway stations 
across Delhi-NCR seem 
busier than usual. Hun-
dreds of migrant labour-
ers stream out with their 
belongings -- mattresses, 
utensils, and multiple bags 
piled high on their heads 
and shoulders.

The reasons: shortage 
of LPG cylinders, delays 
in refilling, and soaring 
black-market prices. Dis-

appointment writ large 
on the face of Radhey 
Sham, 38, who worked as 
a gig worker by day and a 
security guard by night. 
He decided to return to 
his village in Bithoor, 
Uttar Pradesh, after 
multiple failed attempts 

to get an LPG cylinder. 
Queuing to buy tickets 
at Anand Vihar Railway 
Station with his Blinkit 
delivery bag -- this time 
packed with his own 
belongings -- in tow, he 
worries about his family 
of four.

Migrant workers return 
home amid LPG crisis

‘Godman’ Kharat gets 14-day judicial custody
Press Trust Of India

NASHIK: A court in 
Maharashtra’s Nashik 
district on Wednesday 
remanded self-styled god-
man Ashok Kharat in judi-
cial custody till April 21 
in a second rape case in 
which he allegedly sexu-
ally exploited a woman on 
multiple occasions since 
2020 under the guise of 
religious rituals. The Spe-

cial Investigation Team 
(SIT), which is investigating 
the cases against him, pro-
duced Kharat in the court 
of Chief Judicial Magistrate 
B N Ichpurani as his police 
custody in the second case 
ended on Wednesday. Due 
to security reasons, Kharat 

was not produced in court 
in person and the proceed-
ings were held via video 
conference.
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