
zero-tolerance policy, he stated:
“Strict action against those
involved in illegal storage, refill-
ing, and black marketing will
continue. FIRs have been regis-
tered under the Essential Com-
modities Act to ensure these ele-
ments face the full force of the
law.”

The DC also urged the public
to act as the administration’s
“eyes and ears” to help stabilize
the local gas supply. Citizens can
report illegal activity anony-
mously via the ‘Abua Saathi’
WhatsApp number or by email-
ing at lpgranchi2026@gmail.com

The district administration
confirmed that all seized materi-
als have been handed over to the
respective gas agencies, and sur-
veillance across the city has been
intensified to prevent further
exploitation of consumers.

Abhishek Sharan

abhishek.sharan@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI:  Frauds impersonating
officials of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), the Mumbai
police and the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) have
duped a retired professor of St
Xavier’s College, Ahmedabad
and her husband of assets worth
₹11.42 crore. 

The frauds claimed the
Supreme Court had directed a
multi-agency probe against her
for money-laundering, terrorist
activities, and foreign exchange
violations, and placed her and
her husband under ‘digital
arrest’ for nearly three months.

 They stayed in touch via
WhatsApp calls, obtained details
about the couple’s savings and
assets and coerced them to
transfer the same under various
threats, according to the case
registered by the CBI on March 11
against unidentified members of
an alleged inter-state cyber fraud
syndicate under sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the
Information Technology Act. 

The alleged fraud occurred
between June 10, 2025 and
August 31, 2025. 

A case was initially registered
by the Cyber Crime Police, Gan-
dhinagar, on September 29,
2025, and it was transferred to
the CBI via a notification issued
by the Central government.

According to CBI officials, the
retired professor received the
first call from the frauds at
around 9.15am on June 10, 2025.
The caller claimed she was a
DoT employee from Delhi and
made her talk to a man in police
uniform who claimed to be

‘Inspector Vijay Khanna’ from
Colaba police station. 

“Khanna told her that a
mobile number had been acti-
vated in Mumbai using her Aad-
haar card, and it had been used
to send offensive, threatening
text messages to many people. A
Canara Bank credit card was
also found in her name which
was used in money-laundering
activities, Khanna told her.” a
CBI official familiar with the case
said, requesting anonymity.

‘Khanna’ subsequently alleg-
edly arranged a conference call
with a certain ‘DCP Neeraj
Kumar from the CBI’ who was
seated in what appeared like a
police station, with two other
individuals in uniform seated
around him. One of the fraud-
sters also posed as ‘ADCP Daya
Nayak’ and told her that her
investments, assets, and bank
accounts would be investigated
as part of the probe.

“Neeraj Kumar spoke to me
throughout the day and stated
that, in my name and using my
Aadhaar number, a Canara Bank
account had been opened at the

Andheri branch in Mumbal. He
claimed that this account was
used by Naresh Goyal, owner of
the [grounded] Jet Airways, for
transactions involving crores of
rupees. According to him, these
funds were being used for
money laundering, hawala, and
terrorist activities,” the com-
plainant said in her statement.

The frauds warned her that if
she did not cooperate, or
informed a lawyer or the local
police, she could be arrested
“without a warrant”. “This terri-
fied me even more, and believing
their claims, I stayed in my room
for video calls the entire day.
During the video calls, they
repeatedly threatened me with
lifelong imprisonment, claiming
I was involved in money laun-
dering, identity theft, drug traf-
ficking, terrorist activities,” the
retired professor said. 

To give the con job a genuine
look, the frauds shared several
fabricated letters via WhatsApp,
including a fake Supreme Court
order directing investigation

against the complainant by
agencies such as the CBI, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI), and the Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW). They
instructed the complainant not
to speak to anyone about the
matter and not to leave the
house, claiming that her life was
in danger and there was round-
the-clock surveillance outside
her house.  “By falsely implicat-
ing her in a serious offence, pun-
ishable with life imprisonment,
they created fear and intimida-
tion, obtained details of their
jewellery, bank accounts, mutual
funds, and investments,” the offi-
cer quoted earlier said. “Under
the pretext of verifying their
bank accounts, they forcibly
made the couple transfer ₹11.42
crore to various bank accounts.”

The frauds had claimed that
once the bank accounts were
verified and found to be clean,
the entire amount would be
refunded without interest, the
officer added.

Retired professor loses ₹11.42 crore 
to 3-month digital arrest in Mumbai

Digital arrests in 2025
A digital arrest is a 
cyber scam where 
criminals pose as 
law enforcement 
officials (CBI, 
police, narcotics) 
to intimidate 
victims into 
believing they 
are under 
investigation

Scammers use video calls, fake 
documents and high-pressure 
tactics to keep victims 
isolated and extort money, 
claiming it is for a “settle-
ment” or “security deposit”

In 2025, there were almost 200 
cases of ‘digital arrest’ across  
India, and more than �300 crore 
was squeezed out of victims

Raj Kumar

htjharkhand@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI:  In a major crackdown
on the illegal black marketing of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG),
the Ranchi district administra-
tion conducted a high-stakes
raid on a residential property in
the Edalhatu area late Tuesday
night.

Acting on a precise tip-off
received on Tuesday, an admin-
istrative team stormed a rented
accommodation at approxi-
mately 8.55 PM. The operation
uncovered a sophisticated illegal
refilling station where domestic
cylinders were being diverted for
commercial black marketing,
exacerbating the current gas
shortage in the capital.

Officials recovered a haul of
equipment, including six domes-
tic cylinders, several commercial
cylinders, a digital weighing
scale, and specialised refilling
machines and piping used to
transfer gas between bottles.

Following the seizure, deputy
commissioner Manjunath Bha-
jantri issued a stern warning to
hoarders and middlemen.
Underlining the administration’s

LPG smuggling 
ring busted by 
Ranchi admin

Prasun K Mishra

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

GAYAJI:  A team of top Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI)
officials and experts inspected
the ongoing hydro-cleaning
work on the outer walls of the
Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh
Gaya.

Officials and engineers from
the Bodhgaya Temple Manage-
ment Committee (BTMC) were
also present during the inspec-
tion of the World Heritage Site,
a BTMC press communique
said.

The ASI inspection team
comprising Superintending
Archaeologist Hari Om and

engineer Bhanu Pratap,
expressed satisfaction with the
quality of the cleaning work and
the erection of bamboo scaffold-
ing. It was observed that the
black spots on the temple
façade, caused by the accumula-
tion of dust and biological
growth, have been effectively
removed. The temple walls now
appear clean, smooth, and aes-
thetically restored, enhancing
the Temple’s visual appeal.

BTMC secretary Mahashweta
Maharathi said it was further
noted that approximately 70%
of the bamboo scaffolding has
been dismantled, indicating sig-
nificant progress toward com-
pleting the work.

ASI takes stock of 
Mahabodhi cleaning

DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONER 
MANJUNATH 
BHAJANTRI ISSUED 
A STERN WARNING 
TO HOARDERS AND 
MIDDLEMEN

GVK Power (Goindwal Sahib) Limited
Regd. Office: Plot No. 10, Paigah Colony. Sardar Patel Road,

Secunderabad-500003
Telangana, India CIN: U40109TG1997PLC028483

(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)
(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

HOD - Electrical, GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of:

1. Tender Enquiry No. 138/GATP/EMD/O&M/50007305 dated 25.03.2026

AMC for Routine/ Preventive, Breakdown & Shutdown Maintenance of complete
EMD Equipment/Instruments of BTG/BOP/AHP/CHP area at 2X270MW GVK
Power Goindwal Sahib Ltd, Goindwal Sahib Plant as per details given in the
tender specifications for a period of One year.

at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib, Distt. Tarn
Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender specifications.

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
25.03.2026 from 1700 Hrs. onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

RO No. 1079/12/2025/26/9898 GATP-31/26

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813

Website: www.pspcl.in
(Contact No. 96461-22185)

Tender Enquiry No. 376/SS(D)-II Dated: 26.03.26

Dy. CE/Substation Design/TS Organization, C-1 Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply & Delivery of
500 nos. 6.99KV, 137.234 KVAR Capacitor Units. For detailed NIT & Tender
Specification, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 26.03.26
(9.00AM) onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
RO No. 1079/12/2025/26/9905 C425/26

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD DIVISION I SIKAR
No. 7719 Date: 16.03.2026

Notice Inviting Bid No. 48/2025-26
Bids for 1 (One Nos) Work are invited from interested bidders upto 06.00 PM
06.04.2026. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state;
and PWD departmental website. The approximate value of the procurement is
Rs. 347.81 Lac
NIB No. PWD2526A6188
UBN No. PWD2526WSOB25821

Executive Engineer
DIPR/C/5824/2026 PWD Dn. I Sikar

Government of India, Ministry of Finance
Department of Financial Services, Debt Recovery Tribunal

2nd Floor, Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Rajiv Nagar, Patna-25
OA No. 913/2025

Bank of Baroda, Branch Office at Buddha Colony, Post-Kidwaipuri,
Dist-Patna-800001

Versus
1. Mr. Manish Sharma, S/o Dilchand Sharma, R/o Dadar Mandi, Naya Tola, Abdullah Chak,

Shahid Bhagat Singh English School, Patna City, Patna-800007.......Defendants.

1. WHEREAS, OA No. 913/2025 was listed before Hon'ble Presiding
Officer/Registraron28.11.2025
2. WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons/notice
on the said application under section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts and
Bankruptcy Act, 1993 (O.A.) filed against you for recovery of debts of
Rs.33,96,634/- (Rupees Thirty Three Lakh Ninety Six Thousand Six
HundredThirtyFourOnly)
3. WHEREAS, the Service of summons/Notice could not be affected in
the ordinary manner and whereas the Application for substitute service
has been allowed by thisTribunal.
4. In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the
defendants are directed as under:-
i. To show cause within thirty days of the service of summons as to why
relief prayed for should not be granted;
ii.To disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties and
assets specified by the applicant under serial number 3-A of the original
application;
iii. You are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured assets or
such other assets and properties disclosed under serial number 3Aof the
original application, pending hearing and disposal of the application for
attachment of properties;
iv. You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, except in the
ordinary course of his business any of the assets over which security
interest is created and /or other assets and other properties specified or
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original application without the
prior approval of theTribunal;
v. You shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realized by sale of
secured assets or other assets and properties in the ordinary course of
businessanddeposit suchsaleproceeds in theaccountmaintainedwith the
bankor financial institutionsholdingsecurity interestoversuchassets.
5.Youarealsodirected to filewrittenstatementwithin30daysof publicationof
this summons, with a copy thereof furnished to the applicant and to appear
beforeRegistraron06.04.2026at10:30AM failingwhich theapplicationshall
beheardanddecidedinyourabsence.
Givenundermyhandandthesealof thisTribunalonthis30.01.2026

Registrar
Debt Recovery Tribunal

SUMMONS

FORM NO. 32, Patna
[See Regulation-14 of DRT Regulation 2024]

[See Rule 23 (viii) of the DRT (Procedure) Rule, 1993]

.........Applicant

Government of India
Ministry of Finance

Department of Financial Services
Debts Recovery Tribunal

2nd Floor, Karpuri Thakur Sadan, Rajiv Nagar, Patna-25
OA No. 897 of 2025

Applicant (s): Bank of Baroda, Exhibition Road Branch, Patna...........Applicant
Vs.

Defendant (s): M/s Mangalam Logistics & Ors. ............Defendants

1. WHEREAS, OA Case No. 897 of 2025 was listed before Hon'ble
PresidingOfficer/Registraron14.11.2025
2. WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue summons/notice
on the said application under section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts and
Bankruptcy Act, (OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of
Rs. 3,01,76,725.55 (Rupees Three Crore One Lakh Seventy Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty Five and Fifty Five Paise Only) as
on19.10.2025
WHEREAS, the Service of summons/Notice could not be effected in the
ordinary manner and whereas the Application for substitute service has
been allowed by thisTribunal.
3. In accordance with sub-section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the
defendants are directed as under:-
i. To show cause within thirty days of the service of summons as to why
relief prayed for should not be granted;
ii.To disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties and
assets specified by the applicant under serial number 3A of the original
application;
iii. You are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured assets or
such other assets and properties disclosed under serial number 3Aof the
original application, pending hearing and disposal of the application for
attachment of properties;
iv. You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, except in the
ordinary course of his business any of the assets over which security
interest is created and /or other assets and other properties specified or
disclosed under serial number 3A of the original application without the
prior approval of theTribunal;
v. You shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realized by sale of
secured assets or other assets and properties in the ordinary course of
businessanddeposit suchsaleproceeds in theaccountmaintainedwith the
bankor financial institutionsholdingsecurity interestoversuchassets.
4. You are also directed to file the written statement within 30 days of
publicationof this summons,withacopy thereof furnished to theapplicantand
to appear before Registrar on 26.05.2026 at 10:30 AM failing which the
applicationshallbeheardanddecidedinyourabsence.
Givenundermyhandandthesealof thisTribunalonthis19.03.2026

Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal

SUMMONS

FORM NO. 32, Patna
[See Regulation-14 of DRT Regulation 2024]

To,
1. Defendant No. 1M/s Mangalam Logistics through its Prop. 2nd Floor, Patna
ZeroMile,MahatmaGandhi SetuRoad, Patna-800001.
2. Defendant No. 2 Sonu Gupta (Borrower-cum-Proprietor), S/o Mahendra
Prasad,R/oNH-30,NearElectricBoard,Kalyanpur, Fatuha, Patna-803201.
3. Defendant NO. 3 Mahendra Prasad (Guarantor), S/o Sri Ishwar Prasad R/o
NH-30,NearElectricBoard,Kalyanpur, Fatuha, Patna-803201.

Indian Council of Historical Research
Notification Nos. 01/2025/ICHR/SAF

(Notification 2024-25 & 2025-26)
SENIOR ACADEMIC FELLOWSHIP (S.A.F.)

SC, ST & PWD backlog seats
Applications are invited from the eligible candidates of above
mentioned categories for the session of 2024-25 & 2025-26 in
the prescribed format so as to reach the Council through online
and offline (soft and hard copy) on or before 20.04.2026 for the
award of Senior Academic Fellowship (SAF). The award of SAF
will be through Presentation cum Interview to be held at ICHR
office(s) through online/offline/hybrid and date & venue will
be announced on the website. Please visit www.ichr.ac.in for
detailed notification & application form.

Member Secretary

RANCHI
THURSDAY
MARCH 26, 2026 09My India


