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Trump warns Iran
ships amid blockade

Washington, U.S. President
Donald Trump Monday
warned Iran that any naval
vessels approaching
American ships enforcing a
blockade in the Strait of
Hormuz would be "immedi-
ately ELIMINATED," as ten-
sions escalated following the
collapse of peace talks.

In a post on his Truth
Social platform, Trump said
that Iran's naval capabilities
had been severely degraded.

"Iran's Navy is lying at the
bottom of the sea, complete-
ly obliterated - 158 ships," he
wrote, while noting that
Tehran still retains a limited
number of "fast attack
ships."

"What we have not hit are
their small number of, what
they call, 'fast attack ships,'
because we did not consider
them much of a threat,"
Trump said.

He issued a direct warn-
ing to Iran against challeng-
ing the U.S. blockade.

"Warning: If any of these
ships come anywhere close
to our BLOCKADE, they
will be immediately ELIMI-
NATED, using the same sys-
tem of kill that we use

India's economy in resilient
expansionary phase...
«

against the drug dealers on
boats at Sea. It is quick and
brutal," he added.

The warning came as the
United States began enforc-
ing a blockade on Iranian
ports at 10 am. ET Monday
(7.30 om IST), targeting mar-
itime access in the Strait of
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Hormuz after diplomatic ef-
forts with Tehran broke
down over the weekend.

U.S. Central Command
said the blockade would
apply to vessels of all na-
tions interacting with
Iranian ports and coastal
areas, with ships subject to
"interception, diversion, and
capture" if they fail to com-
ply.

Iran has condemned the
U.S. move as "piracy" and
warned it would respond
with "decisive" force, raising
the risk of renewed hostili-
ties less than a week into a
fragile ceasefire.

Tehran also signalled that
no port in the Persian Gulf
or the Sea of Oman would
remain secure if its own fa-
cilities were threatened, un-
derscoring the potential for
escalation across the wider
region.(agencies)
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Iran terms US naval blockade
‘niracy’, warns ‘enemy vessels' won't be
allowed to cross Strait of Hormuz

Tehran, Iran on Monday
severely condemned
Washington's decision to
impose restrictions on the
transit of vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz, terming
US President Donald
Trump's decision for a
naval blockade starting
Monday evening, India
time, as an illegal action
and an instance of "mar-
itime piracy".

A spokesperson for the
Central Headquarters of
the Iranian military com-
mand asserted that the
Iranian Armed Forces con-
sider defending the coun-
try's legal rights a natural
and lawful duty.
"Accordingly, ensuring se-
curity in the territorial wa-
ters of the Islamic
Republic of Iran will res-
olutely continue to be car-
ried out by the devoted
Armed Forces, and as has
been repeatedly declared,
enemy-affiliated vessels do
not have and will not have
the right to cross the Strait
of Hormuz, while other

vessels, in compliance with
the regulations of the
Armed Forces of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
will continue to be permit-
ted passage through the
strait," Colonel Ebrahim
Zolfaghari, spokesperson
for Central Headquarters
'Khatam al-Anbia', was
quoted as saying by Iran's
semi-official Tasnim News
Agency. "Furthermore,
given the continuation of
enemy threats against the
Iranian nation and the na-
tional security of our
country even after the end
of the war, the Islamic
Republic of Iran will firm-
ly implement a permanent
mechanism to control the
Strait of Hormuz," he
added.

The military spokesper-
son warned that if the se-
curity of Iranian ports in
the Persian Gulf and the
Sea of Oman is threatened,
"no port in the Persian
Gulf and the Sea of Oman
will be safe", Tasnim re-
ported.(agencies)
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Iran blames US 'maximalism' as near-
fmal Islamabad MoU collapses

Tehran, Iran has accused the
United States of derailing a

potential ~ breakthrough
agreement, saying that "max
imalism, shifting goalposts,
and blockade tactics" pre-
vented what was "inches
away" from becoming the
proposed "Islamabad MoU",
after 21 hours of intense ne-
gotiations ended without a
deal.

In a post on X, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said Tehran had
entered into its highest-level
direct engagement with
Washington in 47 years with
sincerity and intent to help
bring an end to the ongoing
conflict, but lamented that
there were "zero lessons
earned".

His assertion that both
sides were "inches away"
from finalising an agreement
highlighted how close the

talks had come to success be-
fore tensions escalated
sharply at the final stage.

"In intensive talks at high-
est level in 47 years, Iran en-
gaged with US in good faith
to end war. But when just
inches away from 'Islamabad
MoU', we encountered maxi-
malism, shifting goalposts,
and blockade. Zero lessons
earned. Good will begets
good will. Enmity begets en-
mity;" Araghchi posted on X.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said that the pos-
sibility of a diplomatic break-
through with the United
States still exists, provided
Washington changes its ap-
proach. He urged the US to
abandon what he termed "to-
talitarianism" and to respect
Iran's rights, suggesting that
such a shift could pave the
way for an agreement.

"If the American govern-
ment abandons its totalitarian-
ism and respects the rights of
the Iranian nation, ways to
reach an agreement will cer-
tainly be found," Pezeshkian
said in a post on X, while prais-
ing members of the negotiating
delegation.(agencies)

Trump calls Pope
Leo 'weak on crime’

Washington, US President
Donald Trump launched a
sharp attack on Pope Leo
XIV in a lengthy social
media post, accusing the
pontiff of being "weak on
crime" and criticising his
stance on foreign policy,
Iran, and US domestic is-
sues. "Pope Leo is WEAK
on Crime, and terrible for
Foreign Policy," Trump
wrote on his Truth Social
platform, setting off a fresh
escalation in tensions be-
tween the White House and
the Vatican.

In the post, Trump ac-
cused the Pope of focusing
on criticism of his adminis-
tration while ignoring past

restrictions on religious
gatherings during the
COVID-19 pandemic. "He
talks about 'fear' of the
Trump Administration, but
doesn't mention the FEAR
that the Catholic Church...
had during COVID when
they were arresting priests,
ministers, and everybody
else, for holding Church
Services," Trump wrote.The
President also targeted the
Pope's position on Iran, as-
serting disagreement with
what he characterised as
leniency. "I don't want a
Pope who thinks it's OK for
Iran to have a Nuclear
Weapon," he said. Trump
further contd. on page 3

Crude oll prices surge nearly 10
pc to cross $100 as

US moves to block Hormuz

Mumbai, International
crude oil prices surged on
Monday, climbing nearly
10 per cent and crossing
the $100 per barrel mark,
following the US Navy's
move to blockade the
Strait of Hormuz amid
stalled peace talks.

Brent crude futures
jumped 8.61 per cent or $8
to hit an intraday high of
$103.40. Similarly, US West
Texas Intermediate (WTI)
crude traded at $105.63, up
9.38 per cent or $9. On the
domestic front, crude oil
futures (April 20 contract)
on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX) were
trading at Rs 9,850, up 7.61

per cent or Rs 697. The
sharp rise in oil prices
came after US President
Donald Trump an-
nounced the US Navy
would begin blockading
the Strait of Hormuz.

The US President said
Iran had "failed to keep
the waterway open" and
warned that the US would
block "any and all ships
trying to enter or leave"
the Strait, citing concerns
over maritime security
and potential disruption
to global oil supplies.
Notably, the US and Iran
had agreed to a two-week
ceasefire on April 8,
aimed at easing tensions

and ensuring the reopen-
ing of the Strait of
Hormuz, a key global oil
transit route.

However, the latest es-
calation indicates a break-
down in those efforts,
raising concerns over
supply disruptions.

The Strait of Hormuz
is a vital transit route for
global crude shipments,
and any disruption has
immediate implications
for supply chains and
prices. Meanwhile, do-
mestic equity markets
traded lower, with bench-
mark indices Sensex and
Nifty plunging around 2
per contd. on page 3

on Tuesday with 20,400 tonnes cargo

New Delhi, India-flagged
LPG vessel Jag Vikram,
which safely sailed out of
the Strait of Hormuz on
Saturday, carrying approxi-
mately 20,400 metric tonnes
of LPG cargo with 24 seafar-
ers onboard, is expected to
arrive at Kandla port on
Tuesday, according to a gov-
ernment statement.

All Indian seafarers in the
region are reported to be
safe, and no incident involv-
ing Indian-flagged vessels
has been reported in the
past 24 hours, the statement
said. The DG Shipping
Control Room has handled
6,073 calls and 12,867 emails
since activation, including

20 calls and 80 emails in the
past 24 hours. DG Shipping
has facilitated the safe repa-
triation of over 2,177 Indian
seafarers so far, including 93
in the past 24 hours from
various locations across the
Gulf region. Port operations
across India continue nor-
mally with no congestion re-
ported. Ports on the western
coast of India have ensured
that a total of 3,383 TEUs of
West Asia-bound (back-to-
town) containers have been
received, of which 3,228
TEUs have been facilitated
for return.

The balance of only 155
TEUs is on account of ship-
ping line operational fac-

tors, with no congestion at
any port. The Ministry of
Ports and Shipping contin-
ues to coordinate closely
with the Ministry of
External Affairs, Indian
Missions in the Gulf region,
and maritime stakeholders
to ensure the welfare of
Indian seafarers and unin-
terrupted maritime opera-
tions.

Across the region, Indian
missions and posts remain
in close contact with the
Indian community, while
continuing to provide assis-
tance and issue necessary
advisories for their safety
and well-being, the Ministry
of contd. on page 3

Nifty, Sensex trim losses amid last
leg buying; defence stocks shine

Mumbai, Indian equity
benchmarks recovered
sharply from their intra-
day lows on Monday,
helped by buying in de-
fence stocks, even as
broader sentiment re-
mained cautious due to
ongoing geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia.

The Nifty closed 0.86
per cent, or 207.95 points,
lower at 23,842.65, while
the Sensex ended the ses-
sion down 0.91 per cent, or
702.68 points, at 76,847.57.

Commenting on Nifty
technical outlook, experts
said that going ahead,
23,900 is likely to continue

acting as immediate re-

red earlier in the day but

Assam government moves SC against

relief granted to Pawan Khera

New Delhi, The Assam gov-

ipatory bail to Khera for one

Seven killed as speeding truck runs over pilgrims
on Lakhtar-Viramgam highway in Gujarat

Surendranagar,

Seven

sistance, followed by the
key psychological level of
24,000.

"On the downside, the
23,500-23,600 band re-
mains a crucial support
area, where strong buying
interest has been ob-
served," an analyst stated.

"A break below this
zone could expose the
index to further downside
toward 23,300 and 23,000,
both supported by open
interest build-up and
prior price structure," a
market expert added.

Both indices had
slipped deeper into the

managed to pare losses in
the second half of trade.
Market participants re-
mained on edge as they
tracked developments in
West Asia, which contin-
ued to influence investor
sentiment and risk ap-
petite. Among individual
stocks on the Nifty, HDFC
Life Insurance Company,
ICICI Bank, and Adani
Enterprises emerged as
the top gainers, lending
some support to the
benchmark index.
Among Sensex stocks,
Axis Bank, NTPC and
ICICI contd. on page 3

ernment has moved the
Supreme Court challenging
the interim relief granted by
the Telangana High Court to
Congress leader Pawan Khera
in the criminal case registered
against him by Assam Police
over his alleged defamatory re-
marks against Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma's wife,
Riniki Bhuyan Sarma.

As per details available on
the apex court's official web-
site, a Special Leave Petition
(SLP) has been filed by the
state of Assam assailing the
Telangana High Court's April
10 order granting transit antic-

week. The matter, registered
as Diary No. 22236/2026, was
filed late on Sunday and is cur-
rently listed as "pending". The
SLP was mentioned before
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant with a request for
urgent listing on
Wednesday.The Telangana
High Court had granted inter-
im protection from arrest to
Khera to enable him to ap-
proach the competent court in
Assam and seek regular bail in
connection with the FIR
lodged by Assam Police.
Granting relief, a single-judge
Bench contd. on page 3

members of a pilgrim
group from the Bharwad
community were Killed and
several others injured after
a speeding truck ran over
them on the Lakhtar-
Viramgam highway in
Gujarat's Surendranagar
district in the early hours of
Monday.

The accident took place
between Chharad and
Bhaskarpara villages near
Lakhtar at around 1.20 a.m.,
when a group of foot pil-
grims, travelling from
Gadhka village in Rajkot to-
wards Viramgam for tem-
ple darshan and a flag-hoist-

ing ritual, was hit from be-

hind by a dumper truck.
The victims belonged to the
Mundhva family and were
part of a larger group of
around 700 devotees under-
taking the pilgrimage.
Seven people, including
five women and two men,
died on the spot. The de-
ceased were identified as
Masabhai Mundhva,
Jaluben Mundhva,
RanibenLambariya and
Vajiben Mundhva, among
others. At least four people
were seriously injured and
admitted to the hospital,
while some accounts indi-
cated that up to 10 to 12 pil-

grims may have been affect-
ed. According to eyewit-
nesses, the truck was travel-
ling at high speed and failed
to slow down. One eyewit-
ness said a vehicle was sta-
tionary on the roadside,
possibly due to a tyre
change, and the pilgrims
were walking along the side
when "another truck came
without braking and ran
over the people."

The impact was severe,
leaving bodies scattered
across the highway. A fami-
ly member of the victims
said, "We had a muhurat at
8 a.m. to hoist the flag, so we
were contd. on page 3

Women’s reservation to strengthen democracy
and ensure equal rlghts CM Vishnu Deo Sai

Raipur, (VW) Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
on Monday said that
women’s reservation
would grant full rights to
half of the country’s
population and signifi-
cantly enhance their par-
ticipation in decision-
making, thereby
strengthening the demo-
cratic framework.

The Chief Minister
was listening to Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s address at the
‘Nari Shakti Vandan
Sammelan,” broadcast
live from Vigyan

Bhawan, at his offi-
cial residence in
Raipur. He described
the occasion as a his-
toric moment for the
nation’s women, stat-
ing it would play a de-
cisive role in making
India’s democracy
more inclusive and
empowered.

Vishnu Deo Sai said
that ensuring women’s
participation from grass-
roots institutions like
Panchayats to the
Parliament reflects the
vision of a "New India."
He noted that the Prime

Parliament on 16

text, enabling women to

92 per cent of

ent, weak La

Minister has consistent-
ly highlighted the impor-
tance of women’s direct
involvement in gover-
nance as a foundation for
a developed nation.
Referring to the pro-

posed discussion in

April regarding
the ‘Nari Shakti
Vandan
Adhiniyam,’ the
Chief Minister
termed it a signif-
icant step toward
translating the
vision of
women’s reserva-
tion into reality.

He further said that
Indian traditions have
always accorded women
a position of respect.
Government initiatives
are now reinforcing this
legacy in a modern con-

move forward with dig-
nity and self-reliance, he
added.

Highlighting efforts in
Chhattisgarh, he pointed
out that 50 per cent reser-
vation in local self-gov-
ernment bodies has
opened leadership op-
portunities for women,
with visible positive out-
comes at the grassroots
level. He also mentioned
schemes such as the
‘Mahtari Vandan
Yojana,” which aim to
strengthen women so-
cially contd. on page 3

southwest monsoon sea-
sonal (June to
September) rainfall over
the country is most like-
ly to be below normal or
around 95-90 per cent of
the Long Period Average
(LPA), the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) said
on Monday.

Releasing its Long
Range Forecast for the
2026 Southwest Monsoon
season rainfall, the IMD
said that the seasonal
rainfall over the country
as a whole is likely to be

the LPA with a
model error of
plus-minus 5
per cent. The
LPA of the sea-
sonal rainfall
over the coun-
try as a whole,
based on the period of
1971-2020, is 87 cm. The
IMD said that it will
issue the updated fore-
casts for monsoon sea-
son rainfall in the last
week of May. On Sea
Surface Temperature
(SST) conditions, the
IMD said that, at pres-

Nina-like con-

IMD forecasts below normal monsoon in
2026, rainfall to be 95-90 pc of average

New Delhi, The 2026

SW Monsoon season," it
said. El Nino and La

ditions are Nina are oppositephases
transitioning of the El Nino-Southern
to ENSO-neu- Oscillation (ENSO)
tral condi- cycle, representing peri-
tions over the odic fluctuations in sea
equatorial surface temperatures
Pacific. andtrade winds in the
"Atmospheric circula- tropical Pacific Ocean
tion features across the that alter global weather.
tropical Pacific remain El Nino (warm phase)
consistent with weak La features weakening
Nina-like conditions. trade winds and warmer

The Monsoon Mission
Climate Forecast System
(MMCFS) suggests the
development of El Nino
conditions during the

waters, causing wetter
conditions in the US and
droughts in Asia, while
La Nina (cool phase)
brings contd. on page 3
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Dear NASA...": 10-year-old's heartfelt plea
to bring Pluto back as a planet goes viral

heartfelt letter

written by a 10-

year-old girl to

NASA, urging the

restoration  of

Pluto's status as a planet, has cap-
tured widespread attention online.

The letter has resonated with ne-

tizens for its emotional appeal as

well as its grounding in basic scien-
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India, UK join hands to create
propulsion testing facility for
unmanned aviation

New Delhi, The Central gov-
ernment's Technology
Development Board (TDB) en-
tered an agreement with
Gurugram-based Casey
Aviation Private Limited to de-

innocent tone, Kaela added that it
would make her "happy" if Pluto re-
gained its planetary status.

NASA responds to viral letter

The letter gained further traction
after a response from NASA leader-
ship. NASA chief Jared Isaacman
replied briefly, saying:

"Kaela - We are looking into this."

Why Pluto is no longer a

Pluto has five known moons, the
largest being Charon, which is about
half the size of Pluto itself. Because
of their comparable sizes, Pluto and
Charon are often referred to as a
"double planet” system.

The only spacecraft to explore
Pluto up close was New Horizons,
which conducted a historic flyby in
2015, providing unprecedented im-

tion.Earlier, such changes were al-
lowed only before the preparation of
the reservation chart.

With this provision, passengers
who are unable to board from their
originally selected station can opt
for a more convenient boarding
point without losing their con-
firmed seat.

The new system came into effect

Science &amp;
said.

It will be the first such propul-
sion testing facility in North
India, a validated testing infra-
structure for startups and devel-

Technology ly in remote and inaccessible re-
gions," the statement said.
Apart from in-house develop-
ment support, broader ecosys-
tem benefits will accrue from of-

fering testing services and facil-

velop an advanced hybrid opers working in unmanned itating the commercialisation of tific understanding. ages and data. from April 1 and is currently appli-
propulsion-based Jump Take- and advanced aerial mobility hybrid propulsion solutions. "Please make Pluto a planet pIaHEt A Planet named by a child cable to passengers holding con-
Off (JTO) system for enhancing systems. Rajesh Kumar Pathak, again" Discovered in 1930, Pluto was long firmed or RAC (Reservation Against

In the handwritten note ad-
dressed directly to NASA, the child-
identified as Kaela-made a simple
yet earnest plea:

"Dear NASA... Please make Pluto
aplanet again. I really want it to be a
planet again."

Dear @NASA. From 10 year old
Kaela. She is mailing to you today.

The government-run board
has sanctioned a conditional
grant for the project titled 'Boost
Electric Jump Take-Off (BE-
JTO)' under the India-UK
Collaborative R&amp;D
Programme for Industrial
Sustainability, in partnership
with UK-based ARC
Aerosystems Ltd.

"By enabling reduced take-off
distances and improved opera-
tional flexibility, the technology
is expected to support a wide
range of applications, including
regional connectivity, disaster
response, medical evacuation,
unmanned logistics, and sur-
veillance operations, particular-

the operational capabilities of
unmanned and light aircraft
platforms, an official statement
said on Monday.

The proposed solution inte-
grates hybrid propulsion tech-
nologies to enable short or near-
vertical take-off capabilities for
platforms such as gyrocopters
and unmanned aerial systems.

The project also envisaged
the establishment of a dedicat-
ed test bench facility for validat-
ing rotorcraft propulsion sys-
tems, as a critical infrastruc-
ture for testing and optimisa-
tion of next-generation aerial
mobility technologies, the state-
ment from the Ministry of

Secretary, TDB, said that collab-
orative R&amp;D initiatives
under international pro-
grammes are crucial in advanc-
ing cutting-edge technologies in
strategic sectors.

He noted that innovations in
hybrid propulsion and advanced
take-off systems can significant-
ly enhance India's capabilities in Too cute not to post. She and her
unmanned aviation and regional family are friends of ours. #bring-
air mobility, while contributing p 1l ut o b a c¢c k
to sustainable and efficient avia- pic.twitter.com/goPIb55iQG
tion solutions.Casey Aviation - Mike's Weather Page (@tropi-
Private Limited, a newly estab- calupdate) April 9, 2026
lished aerospace venture, de- She went on to justify her request
signs and develops small aircraft by pointing out that Pluto is part of
and specialised aviation solu- the solar system and was once offi-
tions.(agencies) cially recognised as a planet. In her

considered the ninth planet in our
solar system. However, in 2006, the
International Astronomical Union
reclassified it as a "dwarf planet"
after the discovery of several simi-
lar objects in the Kuiper Belt.

Pluto is relatively small-about
1,400 miles (2,250 km) wide, roughly
half the width of the United States-
and orbits the Sun at an average dis-
tance of 3.6 billion miles. It has an
extremely thin atmosphere com-
posed mainly of nitrogen, methane,
and carbon monoxide, with surface
temperatures averaging around -
232°C, making it inhospitable to life.

A unique world in the solar
system

Cancellation) tickets.

In a further move to improve ease
of travel, the Railways is set to allow
cancellation of counter tickets from
any railway station across the coun-
try, doing away with the earlier re-
striction that required cancellation
only at the originating station.

Additionally, the requirement to
file a Ticket Deposit Receipt (TDR)
for e-tickets has been scrapped.
Refunds will now be processed auto-
matically upon ticket cancellation.

In another significant update,
passengers can upgrade their travel
class up to 30 minutes before depar-
ture-a facility that was previously
limited to the period before chart
preparation.(agencies)

Interestingly; Pluto itself owes its
name to a young mind. In 1930, 11-
year-old Venetia Burney from
Oxford, England, suggested naming
the newly discovered object after the
Roman god of the underworld. The
name was later adopted by as-
tronomers.

Missed your train station? No
problem! Railways' new rule will
save your seat

The Indian Railways has intro-
duced a series of passenger-friendly
reforms aimed at enhancing flexibil-
ity and convenience for travellers.

Under the new rule, passengers
can now change their boarding sta-
tion digitally up to 30 minutes before
the train departs from its origin sta-

Office leasing in India rises 10 pc to 21
mnsq ft in Q1, strongest in 5 years

New Delhi, The office leasing
market in India witnessed a 10 per
cent year-on-year (YoY) growth to

Over 2,600 registers for Ayushman Bharat
Hackathon, last day to apply today

New Delhi, The
National Health

new completions during the peri-
od, representing nearly two-thirds

1,900 treatment pack- startups, and profes- Bengaluru, where

shortlisted teams will

21.6 million sq ft in the first quar-
ter of 2026, marking the strongest
leasing activity in the past five
years, according to a report re-
leased on Monday.

According to the Savills India re-
port, in terms of supply, the activi-
ty declined by 28 per cent year-on-
year to 7.9 million sq ft, while the
overall vacancy rate eased to 13.9
per cent during the same period, sup-
ported by steady leasing activity and
disciplined supply additions.

Sector-wise, the technology indus-
try dominated leasing activity with a
32 per cent share, followed by flexible
workspaces at 22 per cent and BFSI at
12 per cent, the report said.

Large deals -- 100,000 sq ft or more --
continued to drive market activity,
contributing 52 per cent to overall
transactions during the quarter.

"India's office market has entered

2026 on a strong footing despite global
headwinds, with Q1 absorption of 21.6
million sq ft, up 10 per cent year-on-
year," said Naveen Nandwani, MD,

Commercial Advisory and
Transactions, Savills India.

He added that demand remains re-
silient, led by technology, BFSI, manu-
facturing, and flexible workspace op-
erators, with global capability centres
(GCCs) continuing to fuel momentum.

Bengaluru and Delhi-NCR together
accounted for around 5 million sq ft of

of the total supply added across
India.

City-wise, Bengaluru retained
its position as the leading office
market, recording 6 million sq ft of
leasing activity -- an increase of 25
per cent year-on-year -- driven by
IT-BPM operators.

Meanwhile, Delhi-NCR record-
ed gross absorption of 3.6 million
sq ft in Q1 2026.

Hyderabad emerged as a strong
performer, with gross absorption ris-
ing 39 per cent year-on-year to 4.3
million sq ft, supported by large
deals and strong demand from GCC
occupiers. Pune also saw healthy
traction, with leasing activity in-
creasing 20 per cent year-on-year to 3
million sq ft. However, Mumbai saw
gross absorption of 2.8 million sq ft,
a decline of 15 per cent year-on-year
amid delayed expansion plans by oc-
cupiers.(agencies)

Authority (NHA) has
received over 2,600
registrations so far
for the Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB PM-JAY)
Auto-Adjudication
Hackathon 2026,
aimed at driving digi-
tal innovation in
health claims process-
ing, the government
said on Monday.
According to the
Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare,
AB PM-JAY - the flag-
ship health assurance
scheme -- currently
processes nearly
50,000 claims daily
across more than

ages.

However, only 15-20
per cent of claims are
auto-adjudicated,
highlighting the need
for scalable and tech-
nology-driven solu-
tions, it said. The
hackathon seeks to
develop advanced sys-
tems for automated
claims adjudication
by leveraging artifi-
cial intelligence,
fraud detection tools,
standardised docu-
mentation, and real-
time verification to
improve speed, accu-
racy, and transparen-
cy. The government
also said that interest-
ed students, re-
searchers, developers,

sionals can register
for the hackathon till
April 13 -- which start-
ed on March 31 --
through the official
portal.

To support partici-
pants, NHA will con-
duct a three-part mas-
terclass series start-
ing April 13, offering
insights into claims
processing systems
and solution path-
ways. The sessions
will be held on April
13, 15 and 16 from 2
pm to 4 pm.

Moreover, the
hackathon will culmi-
nate in a two-day of-
fline finale on May 8-9
at the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc),

present their solutions
before a jury compris-
ing experts from
healthcare, technology;,
and public policy.After
the sessions, winners
will receive cash prizes
of Rs 51lakh, Rs 3 lakh,
and Rs 2 lakh for each
problem statement,
along with opportuni-
ties for potential col-
laboration with
NHA.The initiative is
part of efforts to
strengthen digital
health infrastructure
and enhance efficiency,
transparency, and serv-
ice delivery under the
AB PM-JAY scheme,
according to the gov-
ernment.

PI Data Centers partners to launch MW data centre in August

New Delhi, Pi Data Centers
on Monday announced the
Phase I launch of a 3-
megawatt data centre facili-
ty in central Mumbai, with
operations set to begin in
August 2026.

The property consultancy
firm JLL said it served as
exclusive adviser on the
lease transaction for Pi's
first Mumbai facility and is
advising on a 23-megawatt
expansion for "hyperscale,
colocation and cloud data
centre capacity." Mumbai
site will complement Pi's ex-
isting 60-megawatt hyper-
scale capacity in Amaravati
and another upcoming SMW
data centre in Hyderabad in

October 2026, the release
said.

"Our new Central
Mumbai DC facility will
play a crucial role in sup-
porting India's accelerating
demand for Enterprises, Al
led transformation, Cloud
Adoption and Data
Localisation," said Kalyan
Muppaneni, Founder,
Chairman &amp; CEO, Pi
Data Centers.

"The Mumbai facility is
purpose-built to meet next-
generation digital demands,
enhancing Pi's ability to
serve enterprises, hyper-
scalers, and Al-driven busi-
nesses in key markets in
India," the release said.

With innovative infra-
structure and future-ready
design, the data centre is en-
gineered to deliver high
availability, scalability, and
operational resilience, the
firm added."AI workloads,
digitalisation and cloud
services will accelerate mo-
mentum further. Our pres-
ence across Mumbai,
Amaravati and in
Hyderabad allows us to
uniquely combine low laten-
cy access with large scale ca-
pacity," Rachit Mohan,
Managing Director - Data
Center Leasing, APAC, JLL
said.

India's data centre indus-
try has expanded at a 24 per

cent Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) since
2020, with annual absorp-
tion nearly doubling over

five years.

Strong demand from hy-
perscalers, BFSI, e-com-
merce, media and technolo-

gy sectors has driven this
growth. India is emerging as
a global data centre hub,
backed by cost competitive-

ness, adequate energy sup-
ply and stable governance, it
noted.

JLL has forecasted that

100 GW of new data centres
will be added in India be-
tween 2026 and 2030, dou-
bling global capacity.
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E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with

proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s that the below described immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the Bank of Maharashtra, the possession of which
have been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of Maharashtra, will be sold on “As is where is", "As is what is", and "Whatever there is" & "WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS" on 30.04.2026, for recovery of the
balance due to the Bank of Maharashtra from the Borrower (s) and Guarantor(s) as mentioned in the table. Details of the Borrower/s and Guarantor/s, amount due, Short description of the immovable property and
encumbrances known thereon, possession type, reserve price and the earnest money deposit are also given as under-

Viral video: Marwari wedding turns
train coach into a 'moving baraat'!

ndians are known
I for celebrating

weddings in grand
and unique ways, and a
viral video is now show-
casing one such extraordi-
nary celebration. A
Marwari family reported-

ly booked an entire train [

coach, turning it into a
"moving baraat" for their
wedding festivities.

The video captures a fam-
ily member garlanding the
coach's nameplate and plac-
ing a welcome poster for
guests, setting the tone for
the journey. Inside, the
coach transforms into a
lively celebration, with chil-
dren and elders alike danc-
ing to energetic music and
singing together, creating a
festive atmosphere on
wheels.

Shared on X by user
Ananth Rupanagudi on
April 4, the clip has gar-
nered over 3 lakh views so
far, drawing widespread at-

tention online.The post was
captioned: "When a
Marwari wedding party
books a railway coach!"The
video has sparked mixed re-
actions from social media
users. While many appreci-
ated the vibrant celebra-
tion, others raised concerns
about convenience and pub-
lic etiquette.

One user noted that such
practices were once com-
mon: "This used to be quite
normal in the 90s. Wedding
parties would approach the
station master months in
advance to book an entire
coach. In some cases, rail-
ways even added extra bo-

gies to accommodate de-
mand without affecting
regular passengers."

Another commented
humorously: "This isn't
just a coach anymore - it's
a moving dharamshala!
Love the energy."Some
users highlighted the joy
of shared travel, with one
writing: "It must be great
fun for extended families to
travel together like this for a
wedding."

However, not all respons-
es were positive. A user
shared a less pleasant expe-
rience: "It's fine when an en-
tire coach is booked. But
when large groups occupy
multiple berths in a regular
coach, it can be very disrup-
tive for other passengers.
I've experienced it myself -
sleep and privacy go out the
window."

Another user criticised
the behaviour more sharply,
calling it a lack of civic
sense.(agencies)

Throughit’s directors

a) Mr. Ravi Garg, S/o: Shri Ramesh Kumar Agrwal
b) Mr. Sumit Jain, S/0: Shri Bhupendra Kumar Jain
Add: Office no. 317, Ambuja Mall, Saddu, Raipur, Chhatisgarh.
Guarantor : 1.Mr. Ravi Garg, S/0: Shri Ramesh Kumar Agrawal
2. Mrs. Nikita Agrawal, W/o0: Mr. Ravi Garg
Both reside at Add: E-203, Miraya Apartment, Anandam World
City, Kachna Raipur

3. Mr. Sumit Jain, S/o: Shri Bhupendra Kumar Jain
4.Mrs. Puja Jain, W/o: Mr. Sumit Jain

Both reside at Add: H.N.54, Green Avenue Near Green Orchid,
Daldal Seoni, Raipur

rate w.e.f. 31.12.2022+ penal
interest thereon and other charges
and expenses

Name & Address of Outstanding Dues for Description of Typeof | oserve Price
Recovery of which : P . EMD Amount
Borrower / Guarantor Property are being sold properties 055651 'Bid Increase Amount

1) Branch - Asset Recovery Branch Rs.3,53,78,712.78/- (Rupees Three | (A) Diverted Plot bearing Kh. No 84/128, PH. No. 108/40, Area | Symbolic Rs.9360000/-
Borrower : M/s. BAKD Steel Pvt. Ltd.Directors: Crore Fifty three Lakh seventy Eight | admeasuring 3200 Sq. feet located at Village — Urkura, ward Rs. 936000/-
(1)Mr. Ganesh Parida s/o Mr. Raghunath Parida Thousand Seven Hundred twelve | no. 19, (Madhav Rao Sapre ward) RIC — Raipur, Tehsil & Distt- Rs. 10000/-
(2)Mrs. Ratnaoraha Parida w/o Mr. Ganesh Parida rupees and Seventy eight paise only) | Raipur (C.G.) in the Name of Mr. Sankarshan Parida s/o Mr.
Address: Near Bhanpuri Sub- Station, Ward No. 19, Urkura, (Ledggr B?I: Rs. 3,53,78,712.78/- + Balram Parida .
Raipur (C.G.) 493221 unapplied interest of Rs.28,96,121/-| (B) Diverted Plot bearing Kh. No 84/127, PH. No. 108/40, Area
Guarantor: upéﬂulliéﬂs/ZUzt: + penal mlereslf@ admeasuring 3100 Sq. feet located at Village — Urkura, ward

; : . p.a. other expenses W.e.l. | no. 19, (Madhav Rao Sapre ward) RIC — Raipur, Tehsil & Distt-
(1) Mr. Ganesh Parida s/o Mr. Raghunath Parida 16.08.2023 | interest and c 1Y ! v T
(2) Mrs. Ratnaprabha Parida w/o Mr. Ganesh Parida .00. + penal interest an| Raipur (C.G.) |n_the Name of Mr. Kartikchandra Parida s/o Mr.

y b | other charges / expenses Raghunath Parida
(3) Mr. Kartikchandra Parida s/o Mr. Raghunath Parida Note - The sale is subiect to order/out £S.A No. 1149/2023
(4) Mr. Sankarshan Parida s/o Mr. Balram Parida. Village- ol - The sale Is subjectto order/outcome of S.A. No. /
Birgaon, Raipur (C.G.) 493221
2) Branch - Asset Recovery Branch, Jabalpur Rs.2,90,81,925/- Project Name- Arshiya Apartment (M2), Miraya Apartment, (M3). Physical Rs.8122000/-
Borrower - M/s Global Enviro Infra Structure Pyt. Ltd. + Unapplied interest on contractual | Anandam World Gity, Flat no. M3-E-203, 3rd floor, Block E, of Multi Rs.812200/-
Storied Building Miraya Apartment, Carpet area of 1168 Sq. Ft. with Rs. 10000/-

terrace and one parking
Owner: Mrs. Nikita Agrawal

Inspection of Properties by bidder: 25.04.2026 to 26.04.2026 between 11:00 am. and 4:00 pm
Last Date & Time for Submission of Bid application/KYC documents/EMD etc. 30.04.2026 up to 11.00 a.m.
Date & time of E-auction with auto extention for 10 minutes- 30.04.2026 between 12.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m.

Sale Notice to Borrower/Guarantors/Legal Heirs(LR's:)/Coparceners
The above shall be treated as Notice of 15days u/r 9(1) of security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002
Authorised Officer, Bank of Maharashtra

Date: 14/04/2026

The auction sale will be On-line E-Auction / Bidding through website https://baanknet.com, email: support.baanknet@psballiance.com. Mob.- 8291220220 The intending Bidders / Purchasers are
requested to register on portal using their mobile number and email id. Please take note that the registration and KYC approval etc take 2-3 working days. For detail terms and conditions of sale please refer
to the link provided in https://bankofmaharashtra.bank.in/asset-for-sales-search and https://baanknet.com .Also prospective bidders may contact the authorized officials Contact details: Shri Onkar
Kumar (Zonal Manager) - 9823296164, Shri Nikhil S Patil (DZM) - 7387211200, Shri Bhushan Mohite (CM Recovery - Z.0.) - 9923257090, Dr. Ravikumar Verma (Sr. Manager) (9300955688) & Shri
Hariom Trivedi (CM & Authorised Officer) - 9405719723

Note - The sales are subject to the order/outcome of any case pending/filed if any before Court/Tribunal
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CM Vishnu Deo Sai
highlights new development
path in Sukma

Raipur, (VW) Ina push
towards peace and rein-
tegration in Naxal-af-
fected regions, Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai visited a rehabilita-
tion centre in Sukma
district, emphasising
the government's com-
mitment to bringing
those who have strayed
back into the social
mainstream with digni-
ty and opportunity.

During the visit, the
Chief Minister inspect-
ed ongoing rehabilita-
tion and skill develop-
ment activities and in-
teracted with individu-
als who have abandoned the
path of violence. He de-
scribed the transformation
visible in their lives as a re-
flection of renewed confi-
dence and hope, stating that
with the right support, indi-
viduals can rebuild their fu-
tures.

Highlighting the impact
of the state's rehabilitation
policy, Vishnu Deo Sai
noted that a total of 2,392 in-
dividuals have left extrem-
ist activities and joined
mainstream society across
the Bastar region. Among
them, 361 have already
begun new lives with a
focus on self-reliance and
stability.

At the rehabilitation cen-
tre, training is being pro-
vided in various trades
such as masonry, tailoring,

0%

agriculture-based entrepre-
neurship, and driving. In
2026 alone, 307 beneficiaries
have received training,
while 313 youths are being
provided a monthly stipend
of 10,000 to support their
transition. Additionally,
mobile phones have been
distributed to 107 benefici-
aries to enhance digital
connectivity, and 115
women are actively partici-
pating in skill-based initia-
tives.

The Chief Minister also
highlighted efforts to sup-
port families affected by
Naxal violence.
Employment opportunities
have been extended to 20 in-
dividuals in the police de-
partment and 95 individu-
als through the district ad-
ministration under com-

passionate appoint-
ment schemes.

During the pro-
gramme, appoint-
ment letters were
distributed to sev-
eral beneficiaries,
including individu-
als from remote vil-
lages, along with 10
newly appointed
teachers.
Beneficiaries were
also provided with
housing keys
under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas
Yojana, masonry
M kits, and comple-
: tion certificates. A
total of 25 beneficiaries re-
ceived keys to their newly
allotted homes.

On the occasion, Vishnu
Deo Sai unveiled a coffee
table book titled 'Badalte
Sukma Ki Badalti Tasveer:
Punarvas Se Vikas Tak',
which documents inspiring
stories of transformation.
He remarked that the
changes taking place in
Sukma are not just physical
but also social and psycho-
logical, reflecting a deeper
shift toward peace and de-
velopment.

Health Minister Shyam
Bihari Jaiswal, Bastar MP
Mahesh Kashyap, and other
senior officials attended the
event, marking a collective
effort to strengthen rehabil-
itation-led development in
the region.

www.visionwatch.in
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Digital census in Chhattisgarh to roll
out in two phases from May 2026

Raipur, (VW) The upcom-
ing census in Chhattisgarh
will be conducted in two
phases with a strong empha-
sis on digital execution and
detailed data collection.
Senior officials, including
Additional Chief Secretary
Manoj Kumar Pingua and
Census Operations Director
Kartikeya Goyal, outlined
the plan during a press
briefing, highlighting that
this will be the first fully dig-
ital census exercise in the
country.

The first phase, focusing
on house-listing and hous-
ing census, will take place
from 1 May to 30 May 2026,
while the second phase, in-
volving population enumer-
ation, is scheduled for
February 2027. Citizens will
also have the option to par-
ticipate through a self-enu-
meration process from 16
April to 30 April 2026, after
which a unique identifica-

tion number
will be generat-

e d .
Enumerators
will subse-

quently visit
households to
verify details
through a mo-

bile applica-
tion.
During the

first phase, a
comprehensive 33-question
survey will be conducted to
gather detailed information
about houses and amenities.
Officials stated that the
process will be carried out
under the provisions of the
Census Act, 1948, ensuring
that all data remains confi-
dential and is not used for
legal or investigative pur-
poses. However, providing
accurate information is
mandatory, and violations
may attract penalties of up
10 31,000.

The survey will begin by
recording the building num-
ber assigned to each struc-
ture, followed by the census

house number.
Enumerators will collect in-
formation about materials
used for the floor, walls, and
roofs to assess the quality,
durability, and safety of the
housing structures. The pur-
pose of the house-whether
residential, commercial, or
mixed-will also be docu-
mented.

In addition, the condition

of the house
will be as-
sessed to help
understand
housing stan-
dards for plan-
ning develop-
ment initia-
tives across
urban and
rural areas.
" Beyond

housing infor-
mation, the survey will cap-
ture household details such
as the number of residents,
the identity of the head of
the family, social category,
ownership status, and avail-
ability of rooms. It will also
include questions on basic
amenities like drinking
water, sanitation, electricity;
kitchen facilities, and cook-
ing fuel, along with access to
digital devices and owner-
ship of vehicles.

To carry out the exercise,
approximately 62,500 person-

nel will be deployed across all
33 districts, 195 urban local
bodies, 252 tehsils, and nearly
19,978 villages in the state.
Around 49,000 house-listing
blocks have been created to
ensure systematic coverage.

A toll-free helpline num-
ber, 1855, will be operational
from 16 April 2026 to assist
citizens. Authorities clarified
that individuals working in
the state but originally be-
longing to other states will be
counted at their native resi-
dence as per established cen-
susrules.

Kartikeya Goyal said this
will be the eighth census con-
ducted in India since inde-
pendence and will include
caste-based enumeration in
its second phase. The intro-
duction of digital tools is ex-
pected to improve accuracy
and efficiency in data collec-
tion, aiding policy formula-
tion and development plan-
ning.

Railways announces 11 summer special trains

via Chhatt

Raipur/Bilaspur, (VW) In a
major relief for passengers dur-
ing the peak summer travel sea-
son, the Indian Railways has an-
nounced the operation of 11
summer special trains passing
through Chhattisgarh to reduce
congestion and long waiting lists
on key routes.

The special services, which
began on 2 April 2026, will run
on different dates until 16 July
2026, completing approximately
87 trips. Railway officials esti-

mate that more than 1.5 lakh pas-
sengers will benefit from these
additional services, significantly
improving the chances of secur-
ing confirmed tickets during the
holiday rush.

These trains will halt at major
stations across the state, includ-
ing Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, and
Raigarh, ensuring widespread
accessibility for passengers.

The initiative comes in re-
sponse to the heavy summer
rush, particularly on routes con-

necting Central India to
Maharashtra, Bihar, and West
Bengal, where waiting lists often
exceed 200. The introduction of
these special trains is expected
to ease pressure on existing serv-
ices and improve travel conven-
ience.

Key routes covered under the
summer special services include
Durg-Haridwar, Itwari-Shalimar,
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
(LTT)-Santragachi, Hatia-LTT,
LTT-Howrah, and Pune-

Santragachi. Additional routes
such as Tirupati-Raxaul, Patna-
Charlapalli, Gondia-Raxaul, and
Itwari-Malda Town are also part
of the plan, offering improved
connectivity across different re-
gions.

Railway officials noted that
these services will be especially
beneficial for migrant workers
returning home during the holi-
days, as well as families plan-
ning long-distance travel. With
overcrowding being a common

isgarh to ease holiday rush

issue on routes toward Bihar
and West Bengal during sum-
mer, the additional trains are ex-
pected to provide much-needed
relief.

Passengers can check detailed
schedules and seat availability
through the official IRCTC plat-
form. The Railways expressed
confidence that this initiative
will make summer travel
smoother, more accessible, and
less stressful for lakhs of passen-
gers.

Durg, (VW) Several police
personnel sustained burn
injuries on Sunday when
an effigy burning near
Mini Mata Chowk spi-
ralled out of control dur-
ing a protest against an al-
leged rape case.

The demonstration, or-
ganised by Congress work-
ers in front of the Utai
Police Station, was held in
response to the alleged
rape and attempted mur-
der of a five-year-old girl.
As the protest intensified,
a large crowd gathered,
raising slogans and de-
manding strict action
against the accused.

The situation escalated
rapidly when the effigy of

the Union Home Minister
was set on fire. The flames
suddenly intensified and
spread, engulfing police
personnel stationed near-
by for crowd management.
With the crowd pressing
forward, officers had little
space to retreat, resulting
in burn injuries to several
personnel.

Panic gripped the area
as chaos broke out. Police
teams intervened to bring
the situation under control
and evacuated the injured
officers to a nearby hospi-
tal for treatment.
Authorities confirmed
that the situation was later
stabilised.

Following the incident,

the police have intensified
the investigation into both
the alleged crime and the
events during the protest.
The episode has raised
concerns regarding crowd
control and  safety
arrangements  during
demonstrations in sensi-
tive cases.

Eyewitnesses described
a tense atmosphere at the
scene, with many record-
ing the incident on their
mobile phones. Local resi-
dents expressed a mix of
fear and anger, stating that
while the situation was
terrifying, public outcry
over the safety of children
was mounting in the dis-
trict.

Mungeli, (VW) A forest depart-
ment team conducting a raid
against illegal sand mining was
brutally attacked by suspected
sand mafia members in
Mungeli district, leaving two
employees critically injured.

The incident occurred on the
night of 10 April in the
Sargadhi beat of the Khudhiya
forest range. According to offi-
cials, the team acted on specific
inputs regarding illegal sand
extraction and proceeded to-
wards the Bhukkhunala area.
They intercepted a tractor
loaded with illegally mined
sand and apprehended the driv-
er, identified as Rajkumar
Yadav.

Tensions escalated when the
team moved deeper into the for-
est to track additional vehicles.

Trump calls ...

defended US actions abroad, in-
cluding Venezuela, linking them to
concerns over drugs and crime en-
tering the United States. "I don't
want a Pope who thinks it's terrible
that America attacked Venezuela, a
Country that was sending massive
amounts of Drugs into the United
States," he wrote, adding that the
country was "emptying their pris-
ons... into our Country."

The post also turned personal,
with Trump comparing the Pope un-
favourably to his brother. "I like his
brother Louis much better than I
like him, because Louis is all
MAGA. He gets it, and Leo doesn't!"
he said. Trump went on to defend
his own presidency, citing electoral
victory, crime reduction, and eco-
nomic performance. "I'm doing ex-
actly what I was elected, IN A
LANDSLIDE, to do, setting Record
Low Numbers in Crime, and creat-
ing the Greatest Stock Market in
History," he wrote.

In a striking claim, Trump sug-
gested the Pope's election was linked
to his own presidency.

"Leo should be thankful be-
cause... he was a shocking sur-
prise... If T wasn't in the White
House, Leo wouldn't be in the
Vatican," he said.

He also criticised the Pope's inter-
actions with political figures, sin-
gling out former adviser David
Axelrod.

"Leo should get his act together as
Pope... stop catering to the Radical
Left, and focus on being a Great

Pope, not a Politician," Trump
added.
o® o

The remarks reflect a deepening
rift between Trump and the Vatican,
with both sides increasingly diverg-
ing on issues ranging from war and
diplomacy to immigration and do-
mestic policy.

Pope Leo X1V, the first American-
born pontiff, has in recent weeks
spoken out against war and called
for restraint and dialogue in global
conflicts, including tensions involv-
ing Iran.(agencies)

Crude oil ...

cent in early trade amid rising
global risk aversion.

In Asian markets, major indices
traded in the red, with key indices -
the Nikkei, the Hang Seng, and the
KOSPI -- declining over 1 per cent
each. (agencies)

LPG ship ...

External Affairs said. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar visit-
ed the United Arab Emirates from
April 11 to 12.

The government continues to
closely monitor developments in the
Gulf and West Asia region. The
Ministry of External Affairs is in
regular contact with state govern-
ments and Union Territory admin-
istrations for better sharing of in-
formation and coordination.

Efforts remain focused on ensur-
ing the safety, security and welfare
of the Indian community in the re-
gion. Indian Missions and Posts con-
tinue to operate round-the-clock
helplines and are proactively assist-
ing Indian nationals.

Updated advisories are being is-
sued regularly, including informa-

Taking advantage of the dark-
ness, several tractors reportedly
fled the area. The forest person-
nel managed to seize another
vehicle, but while returning,
they were surrounded by a
large mob near Bhukkhunala.

The mob allegedly assaulted
the forest staff with sticks and
blunt objects while issuing
death threats. The team was
briefly held hostage during the
chaos in the isolated forest area.

In the attack, forest guard
Abhishek Barman sustained se-
rious injuries to his head and
chest, while Yogesh Bareth suf-
fered deep wounds to his limbs
and neck. Other members of
the team also received injuries
during the assault.

Local villagers, including
Sarpanch Chander Tilgam and

personnel critically injured

Naresh Tilgam, intervened to
help defuse the situation and fa-
cilitate the rescue of the
trapped personnel. The injured
officials were evacuated to
Lormi Hospital. Abhishek
Barman, who was in critical
condition, was later referred to
Bilaspur for advanced care.

Acting on the directions of
Collector Kundan Kumar and
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)
Abhinav Kumar, the police have
registered an FIR and launched
a search operation to apprehend
the accused.

Officials described the attack
as a serious warning sign, high-
lighting the increasing boldness
of illegal sand mining networks
and the safety risks faced by
government personnel in re-
mote regions.

Maoist commander 'Rupi’
killed in Kanker encounter

Kanker, (VW) An exchange of fire between security forces and Naxals in
Kanker district resulted in the neutralisation of a senior Maoist cadre on
Monday, marking a significant development in anti-Naxal operations in the

Bastar region. The slain Maoist has been identified as Rangaboina Bhagya,
alias Rupi, an Area Committee Member (ACM)-rank commander. Officials
stated she was the last remaining high-ranking Maoist cadre from
Telangana active in the region. A reward of ¥4 lakh had been announced for
her capture. The development was confirmed by Superintendent of Police
(SP) Nikhil Rakhecha. The encounter took place during a search operation
launched by security forces in the forested Machpalli area, based on specific
intelligence inputs. As the team advanced through the Machpalli-
Aramjhora-Hidoor belt near the Chhotebethiya-Partapur police station lim-
its, they came under fire. Security personnel retaliated, leading to the gun-
battle in which Rupi was killed.

Rupi had been associated with the Maoist movement since 2004 and was a
key operative in the Maad Division of Bastar. She was the wife of Vijay
Reddy, a member of the Dandakaranya Special Zonal Committee, who was
killed in an encounter in the Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh Chowki district in
2025. Security forces recovered a pistol, ammunition, and other materials
from the site. Combing operations are continuing in the surrounding forest
area to ensure no other Maoist elements remain active nearby. Bastar Range
Inspector General (IG) Sundarraj P. stated that the administration continues
to encourage Maoist cadres to surrender and join rehabilitation pro-
grammes. He added that while a significant number of individuals have re-
cently chosen to return to the mainstream, some continued on the path of
violence. Officials urged remaining cadres to surrender and take advantage
of state rehabilitation opportunities, emphasising that armed activities
would only lead to further loss of life.

Contd. from page 1

tion on local government guide-
lines, flight and travel situations
and consular services, the statement
added. (agencies)

Nifty, Sensex ...

Bank was the three shares that
managed to stay in green.

On the other side, Maruti Suzuki
India, IndiGo, Bajaj Finance and
TCS was among most laggards by
dropping up to 4.6 per cent.

The broader markets also mir-
rored the recovery seen in frontline
indices, although they still ended in
negative territory:

The Nifty MidCap index declined
0.54 per cent, while the Nifty
SmallCap index slipped 0.38 per
cent, both closing off their respec-
tive day's lows.

On the sectoral front, selling pres-
sure was most pronounced in the
auto and oil and gas stocks, with the
Nifty Auto and Nifty Oil and Gas in-
dices registering the sharpest de-
clines. The FMCG and IT sectors
also remained under pressure, con-
tributing to the overall weakness in
the market.

In contrast, the Nifty Metal index
showed relative resilience, posting
the least decline among sectoral
peers.

Notably, the Nifty India Defence
index stood out, outperforming
most thematic indices during the
session, as investors showed re-
newed interest in defence stocks
amid the uncertain geopolitical
backdrop.

Analysts said that while the late-

session recovery provided some re-
lief, the markets ended lower; reflect-
ing continued caution among in-
vestors in a volatile global environ-
ment. (agencies)

Assam government ...

of Justice K. Sujana had directed
that the Congress leader be released
on anticipatory bail for one week in
the event of arrest. Khera had ap-
proached the Telangana High Court
seeking transit anticipatory bail
after Assam Police registered a case
against him for allegedly making
defamatory and malicious allega-
tions against Riniki Bhuyan Sarma.

During the hearing before the
Telangana High Court, senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu Singhvi, ap-
pearing for Khera, had argued that
the FIR was a product of political
vendetta and that the Congress
leader was being targeted for ques-
tioning the Assam Chief Minister
and his family:

He had contended that the allega-
tions, even if assumed to be incor-
rect, would at best constitute
defamation and not warrant arrest.

Opposing the plea, Assam
Advocate General Devajit Saikia
had questioned the maintainability
of the petition before the Telangana
High Court, arguing that Khera,
being a resident of Delhi, had no
compelling reason to seek relief out-
side Assam.

The Assam Police have booked
Khera under multiple provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
including charges of defamation,

forgery and criminal conspiracy, fol-
lowing his allegations that Riniki
Bhuyan Sarma possessed multiple
foreign passports, undeclared luxu-
ry properties in Dubai, and shell
companies in the United States.

The controversy had triggered a
sharp political confrontation be-
tween the BJP and Congress ahead
of the Assam Assembly elections,
with the Congress rallying behind
Khera and accusing the Himanta
Biswa Sarma-led government of
using the police machinery to si-
lence political opponents.

Senior Congress leaders had de-
fended Khera and maintained that
instead of initiating criminal ac-
tion, the Assam Chief Minister and
his family should respond to the al-
legations levelled against them.
(agencies)

Seven killed ...

walking even at night." He added,
"Around 1.20 a.m., the accident hap-
pened. Nine people were hit, and
seven died. One was my elder
uncle's son, one was my sister; and
two were our daughters-in-law."

Police and emergency services,
including the 108 ambulance team,
reached the spot soon after the inci-
dent and shifted the victims to the
local government hospital for post-
mortem and treatment. A case has
been registered against the truck
driver, who fled the scene, and fur-
ther investigation is underway.

Local MLA PK. Parmar, who vis-
ited the site, said the group had set
out after offering prayers and was
heading towards Viramgam and
later Mera village.

The Lakhtar-Viramgam highway
has witnessed a series of accidents
in recent months, with locals high-
lighting concerns over speeding ve-
hicles and road safety on the stretch.

Women’s reservation ...

and economically across the state.
The Chief Minister stated that it is a
significant moment that discussions
on women’s reservation are taking
place nationally while the state is
observing ‘Mahtari Gaurav Varsh.’
He said that respect for
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’ and the ac-
tive participation of women are be-
coming defining features of the
state’s development journey.

He called upon women and organ-
isations to actively participate in
this transformative phase.
Increased participation of women,
he said, would further strengthen
democratic values and bring posi-
tive changes to society:

IMD forecasts ...

stronger winds and cooler waters.

The IMD said, at present, neutral
Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) condi-
tions are present over the Indian
Ocean, and the latest climate models
forecast indicates that the positive
IOD conditions are likely to develop
towards the end of the southwest
monsoon season.

As sea surface temperature (SST)
conditions over the Pacific and the
Indian Oceans are known to have a
strong influence on the Indian mon-
soon, IMD is carefully monitoring
the evolution of sea surface condi-
tions over these Ocean basins, said
the statement. (agencies)
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Bengal polls: BJP approaches ECI
accusing Trinamool candidate of using
foreign nationals in poll campaign

Kolkata, The West Bengal
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
on Monday, approached the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) with the complaint
against Trinamool Congress
candidate from Rajarhat-
Gopalpur Assembly con-
stituency in North 24 Parganas
district and also the sitting leg-
islator, Aditi Munshi, an ac-
claimed devotional singer, of
accompanying foreign nation-
als in her campaign pro-
gramme for the Assembly polls
scheduled later this month.

"It has transpired that sit-
ting MLA belonging to the
Trinamool Congress, Aditi
Munshi, who is also a candi-
date from Rajarhat-Gopalpur
Assembly Constituency, has
engaged foreign nationals,
specifically individuals of
Nigerian origin, in her election
campaign and rallies. Such
participation of foreign nation-
als in political campaigning is

unprecedented and impermis-
sible under Indian law: It is fur-
ther observed that these for-
eign nationals were actively
participating in the campaign
while wearing Trinamool
Congress logo badges, carrying
the party flags and shouting
campaign in favour of the
Trinamool Congress, thereby
directly endorsing and promot-
ing a political party before the
electorate," the complaint let-
ter submitted by the West
Bengal BJP to State Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)'s
Office, said.

BJP had also attached a
video of the rally where such
Nigerians are seen participat-
ing in Trinamool Congress
leader Aditi Munshi's cam-
paign rally.

In the letter, the BJP had
said that these developments
were in clear violation of the
Visa Norms, the
Representation of the People

Act, 1951, and the Foreigners
Act, 1946.

"Under our laid down laws,
violation of visa conditions in-
vites immediate criminal ac-
tion, including imprisonment.
There is no law whatsoever
that permits foreigners to en-
dorse or seek votes from the
Indian electorate in favour of
any political party or candi-
date," the letter noted.

In the letter to West Bengal
CEO's office, the BJP had de-
manded strict action against
Aditi Munshi and bar her from
further campaigning for hav-
ing subverted the sanctity of
India's electoral and democrat-
ic process.

The BJP had also requested
the Commission to order the
removal/deletion of the in-
fringing video from all online
platforms and URLs, and can-
cel the visas of such foreign na-
tionals and direct their imme-
diate deportation from India.
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NATION
Punjab Assembly passes anti-sacrilege Bi

with life term, Rs 25 lakh fine provisions

Chandigarh, The Punjab
Assembly on Monday unani-
mously passed the Jaagat Jot
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, pro-
viding for life imprisonment
and a fine of up to Rs 25 lakh
for the sacrilege (‘beadbi') of
the Guru Granth Sahib.

The Bill aimed to provide a
stringent legal deterrent
against attempts to disturb
communal harmony through
organised acts of desecration.

It also mandates the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), the mini parliament
of the religion, as custodian of
all 'saroops'.

When the Bill was debated
and passed in the one-day spe-
cial session, members of the
Sant Samaj and leaders of
various religious sects were
present.

The Bill defined sacrilege
as "any wilful and deliberate

act, committed with the
intent of desecration by
way of physical damag-
ing, defacing, burning,
tearing or theft of the
Saroop(s) of Jaagat Jot
Sri Guru Granth Sahib or
part thereof, or by words,
either spoken or written,
or by signs or by visible
representations or through
electronic means or other-
wise, which is of such a na-
ture as to hurt the religious
feelings of persons professing
the Sikh faith".

Proposing fines ranging
from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 25 1akh, it
also treats abettors, those who
incite or facilitate the crime,
on par with the primary of-
fenders, making them liable
for the same maximum pun-
ishment.

As the AAP government
tabled the stringent amend-
ment Bill, state Education
Minister Harjot Singh Bains

declared it a historic and un-
compromising step towards
justice.

He said the Bill marked a
sharp departure from previ-
ous regimes, with the govern-
ment asserting its intent to
enforce strict, time-bound ac-
tion and eliminate any scope
for compromise in cases of
'beadbi'.

Commencing the discus-
sion on the landmark Bill in
the Assembly, Bains under-
scored the government's com-
mitment to safeguarding the
sanctity of Sikh scriptures.
He expressed a deep sense of

privilege, saying: "T am
not just an MLA today.
Tam a voice of the land
where Sri  Guru
Gobind Singh-ji gifted
the Khalsa to the uni-
verse 327 years ago on

| April13."
Contrasting  the
Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP)-led government's move
with previous regimes, he
said: "So-called Panthic' gov-
ernments failed to enact a
stringent law to protect the
honour of Guru Granth
Sahib, with some even guilty
of desecration and later con-
fessing at Sri Akal Takht
Sahib."

The minister hailed the Bill
as a comprehensive and vi-
sionary law, while outlining
key provisions that only DSP-
rank officers or above can in-
vestigate 'beadbi' cases, with
strict timelines for investiga-
tion and trial.

The offence would be non-
compoundable and cognis-
able, prohibiting out-of-court
settlements and allowing war-
rantless arrests.

Bains emphasised: "The
law extends beyond the Sikh
community, as Sri Guru
Granth Sahib-ji is a revered
scripture  for  Hindus,
Muslims and all who cherish
its message globally, thereby
bringing peace to the minds of
believers across faiths."

Recalling his constituency,
Sri Anandpur Sahib's signifi-
cance, he said Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib founded the
city of Chak-Nanki (now Sri
Anandpur Sahib)."I feel
blessed that I got an opportu-
nity to represent this holy
land. CM Bhagwant Mann
laid this Assembly at the
Guru's feet to commemorate
the 350th Shaheedi Diwas of
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Sahib-ji."

ECI denies delay in final
Kerala poll figures as LoB
Minister raise concerns

Thiruvananthapura
m, Dismissing allega-
tions of undue delay,
Chief Electoral Officer
Rathan U. Khelkar on
Monday asserted that
there is nothing abnor-
mal in the time taken to
release Kerala's final
polling figures, stress-
ing that the data is not
being deliberately with-
held.

He said the figures
would be published as
soon as returning offi-
cers complete the con-
solidation  process,
adding that booth-level
data has already been
shared with political
party agents. However,

the clarification has
done little to quell
concerns raised by
both the ruling front
and the opposition } \
over the delay in re-
leasing comprehen-
sive polling data days
after voting concluded.
General Education
and Labour Minister V.
Sivankutty termed the
delay highly unusual,
pointing out that the
Election Commission is
yet to publish the final
vote count, including
votes recorded in elec-
tronic voting machines,
service votes, postal
ballots and home vot-
ing. In an era of ad-

[y 8
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vanced technology, he
said, such delays in col-
lating and releasing
data raise serious ques-
tions about the trans-
parency of the demo-
cratic process.
Sivankutty urged the
Commission to urgent-
ly make public the con-
solidated figures to ad-
dress growing public
concern. Echoing simi-
apprehensions,
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process.

He further demand-
ed that polling figures
and postal ballot data

of be uploaded on the
Opposition in the
Kerala Assembly
Satheesan
wrote to the Chief
Election
Commissioner seek-
ing immediate dis-
closure of constituen-
cy-wise polling percent-
ages and details of
postal voting. In his let-
ter, Satheesan under-
scored that the timely
publication of accurate
voting data is essential
to uphold the credibili-
ty of the electoral

Election Commission's
official website without
delay, warning that the
absence of clear infor-
mation is fuelling spec-
ulation in political cir-
cles.

The delay, he noted,
could lead to avoidable
doubts unless ad-
dressed swiftly.

With the counting
day approaching, the
focus has now shifted to
whether the
Commission will expe-
dite the release of final
figures and restore con-
fidence among stake-
holders across the polit-
ical spectrum.

Countdown to change of power in
Bihar: Suspense over name of new
Chief Minister will end soon

Patna, Bihar politics is cur-
rently at a crucial juncture.
As time passes, the buzz
around the formation of a
new government in the state
is intensifying. April 14 and
15 are considered crucial as it
is likely that the name of
Bihar's new Chief Minister
will be revealed during this
time.

According to sources, the
NDA has instructed all 202 of
its MLAs to remain in Patna
on April 14 and 15. No MLA
will be allowed to leave the
city during this period. The
BJP leadership has appoint-
ed Shivraj Singh Chouhan as
the central observer, who will
arrive in Patna on April 14
and monitor the process.\ An
important meeting of the

NDA legislative party is
scheduled for April 14. The
name of the new Chief
Minister is likely to be fi-
nalised at this meeting. After
this, Nitish Kumar may sub-
mit his resignation.
Preparations are under-
way for the swearing-in of
the new Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister the
following day i.e. April 15.
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has called a Cabinet
meeting on April 14 at 11
A.M. It is believed that he
may submit his resignation
to Governor Syed Ata
Hasnain after this meeting.
Bihar Industry Minister,
Dilip Jaiswal said, "We will
attend the Cabinet meeting
and abide by whatever deci-

sion the Chief Minister
takes." Meanwhile, senior
JD(U) leader, Sanjay Kumar
Jha, expressed confidence
and said that the entire
process is proceeding
smoothly and that the Chief
Minister himself is monitor-
ingit.

The administration in
Patna has deployed all its
forces for the swearing-in
ceremony. District
Magistrate Dr. Thiyagarajan
has provided the Governor
with detailed information on
security, VVIP movement,
and other arrangements.
Many prominent leaders and
distinguished guests from
across the country are ex-
pected to attend the event,
and strict security arrange-

ments are being made.

Medical teams and ambu-
lances are on alert. Fire
brigade and disaster man-
agement teams have been de-
ployed. While the adminis-
tration is busy with prepara-
tions, a series of meetings
are underway at the Chief
Minister's residence. These
meetings are discussing the
names of ministers, the
guest list, and the program
outline. Overall, a change of
power in Bihar is just a few
steps away.

April 14 and 15 could prove
to be a watershed moment
for state politics - not only
will a new government be
formed, but it will also deter-
mine who will hold the reins
of Bihar.

BRS looks to revert to TRS;
may face challenge from
Kavitha over old party name

Hyderabad, The family of former
Telangana Chief Minister, K.
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR), may see a
fight for the name Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS). Days after KCR's
daughter and Telangana Jagruthi
President, K. Kavitha, hinted that her
proposed party may be named TRS, her
brother and Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) Working President K.T. Rama
Rao has said that the BRS is contem-
plating to revert to its old name TRS.

Kavitha, who quit BRS last year
after KCR suspended her for anti-party
activities, is gearing up to float a new
political party. She is reportedly look-
ing at adopting the name TRS, which
she says, is open for use.

Stating that TRS doesn't exist, she
remarked that anyone was free to use

the name. KCR had floated TRS in 2001
to revive the movement for statehood to
Telangana. In 2022, he changed the
name to BRS to expand the party to
other parts of the country. Ever since

the BRS lost power to the Congress in
the 2023 elections, a section of BRS
leaders have been of the strong view
that the party lost connect with the
people after it dropped Telangana from

Bengaluru, Stating that there
was nothing wrong in party
MLAs from the state landing in
Delhi and meeting the Congress
High Command, Deputy Chief
Minister and KPCC President,
D.K. Shivakumar, on Monday

Meet high command but make no unnecessary
statements in public: K'taka Dy CM warns MLAs

the AICC President. I met him
and submitted my report." It can
be in a significant political devel-
opment, around 25 Congress leg-
islators held a breakfast meeting
at the Karnataka Bhavan in
Delhi on Monday, discussed the

its name. They believe Telangana senti-
ment has been integral to the TRS in its
journey and after the name was
changed to BRS, the party appeared to
have distanced itself from its core ele-
ment. This was echoed by K.T. Rama
Rao on Sunday while addressing a
party meeting in Mancherial district.

He disclosed that the BRS was exam-
ining the issue of reverting the party
name back to TRS as part of a broader
strategy to reclaim political ground in
Telangana. Rama Rao admitted that
the change of name from TRS to BRS
diluted the strong Telangana senti-
ment associated with the party. "We
have suffered politically due to the
name change. The emotional connect
people had with TRS and the pink flag
is inseparable," he said.

warned that unnecessary public
statements would invite discipli-
nary action from the party.
Speaking to reporters at the resi-
dence of AICC President,
Mallikarjun Kharge, in
Bengaluru, he said, "All MLAs
must maintain party discipline.
They must respect the party.
They should not damage the
party's reputation before the
media. The Chief Minister has
already spoken on this matter.
Everyone's future lies with the
party, not with the media."

He was replying to a question
on 25 MLAs visiting New Delhi.
When asked whether the MLAs
had consulted him before going
to Delhi, he said, "Some of them

“<

did. There is nothing wrong in
asking the High Command for a
ministerial berth. "Even first-
time and second-time MLAs can
become ministers - this has hap-
pened before. But this is not the
right time. Elections are still
going on. Some have gone to
Tamil Nadu. Let the elections
happen first, then we can think
about this."

When asked about his meeting
with Mallikarjun Kharge, he
said, "The party had instructed
me to go to Tamil Nadu. I went
and came back, and need to go
again. I had to report on that to

issue of Cabinet reshuffle and ex-
tended support through a signa-
ture campaign.

According to sources, several
MLASs participated in the infor-
mal meeting, stressing the need
for a reshuffle. They cited that
the government has completed
three years in office and that
there is a need to provide oppor-
tunities to new faces.

During the meeting, legisla-
tors reportedly signed a memo-
randum supporting the de-
mand for ministerial berths
and broader representation.
The signature campaign is seen
as an effort to collectively con-
vey their aspirations to the
party high command.

Muaha govt issues SOPs for protection of outdoor
workers in urban heat risk districts

Mumbai, The Maharashtra
government on Monday re-
leased Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for protec-
tion of outdoor informal work-
ers in urban heat risk districts
of the state. As per the adviso-
ry released by the state disaster
management minister Girish
Mahajan, rescheduling of out-
door work hours had been sug-
gested to cooler periods from 6
AM. to 11 AM. and 4 PM. to 8
PM. during heat alerts, enforce-
ment of mandatory rest breaks
from 12 to 4 PM. during orange
and red alerts, mandating
schedule shifts especially in
construction, industrial and
vending sectors.

Further, it will be necessary
to issue official district or
urban local body circulars
mandating schedule shifts, es-

pecially in construction, indus-
trial and vending sectors.
Workspace safety for women
will be ensured through light-
ing, transport and protective fa-
cilities. The SOP was necessi-
tated as Maharashtra ranks
among India's top 10 most heat
vulnerable states and Union
Territories.

According to the State Heat
Action Plan, 15 districts across
Vidarbha, Marathwada and
Khandesh regions that have
been identified as highly vul-
nerable to extremes heat are
Latur, Amravati, Yavatmal,
Washim, Akola, Buldhana,
Nagpur, Wardha, Chandrapur,
Gondia, Bhandara, Jalgaon,
Nandurbar, Dhule and Nanded.

The SOP applies to all munic-
ipal corporations, municipal
councils and nagar panchayats

operating in high risk urban
areas.

According to the SOPs, in-
stallation of water booths at
major informal work locations
including, markets, crossings,
traffic junctions, transit hubs
and vending areas will be nec-
essary to ensure water access
with clear signage and regular
refilling.

The distribution of Oral
Rehydration Solution (ORS)
and electrolyte sachets through
primary health Center's, ward
offices and NGOs will have to
be done.

The parks and gardens need
to remain open and accessible
during afternoon hours, erec-
tion of temporary shade at
vending areas, labour chowks,
worker zones and traffic junc-
tions will be done.

Directorate of

puts.

Nagpur (Maharashtra), The
Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has busted an
inter-state drug trafficking rack-
et and seized 853 grams of co-
caine worth an estimated Rs 4.26
crore, officials said on Monday.
According to the DRI, the opera-
tion was carried out by its
Nagpur Regional Unit of the
Mumbai Zone (DRI, NaRU)
based on specific intelligence in-

Acting on the tip-off, DRI offi-
cers intercepted a female Indian
national travelling on Train No.
22692 Hazrat Nizamuddin - KSR
Bengaluru Rajdhani Express
when it passed through Nagpur
Railway Station on April 12.
Officials said the woman was
suspected of carrying narcotic
substances concealed in her lug-
gage. The officers boarded the

train at Nagpur and requested
the passenger to deboard for fur-
ther examination. She subse-
quently got down at Ajni
Railway Station, where a de-
tailed search was conducted.
During the inspection, officers
found two shampoo bottles in
her luggage that appeared un-
usually heavy. Upon closer ex-
amination, the liquid contents
were drained, leading to the re-
covery of 50 yellow-coloured
sealed capsules hidden inside.
The capsules were found to
contain a white powdery sub-
stance, which tested positive for
cocaine using a field drug test-
ing Kkit. "The total recovery in-
cludes 50 capsules containing
853 grams of cocaine with an es-
timated illicit market value of
approximately Rs 4.26 crore," a
DRI official said. The contra-

band was seized under the provi-
sions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985. The accused
was subsequently arrested
under the same Act. Officials
added that the woman was pro-
duced before the Holiday Court
in Nagpur on April 12, which re-
manded her to judicial custody:
The DRI further stated that in-
vestigations are underway to
identify the wider network in-
volved in the trafficking opera-
tion and ascertain the source
and intended destination of the
contraband. Highlighting its re-
cent crackdown on drug net-
works, the agency said it has
been consistently carrying out
intelligence-driven operations.
"In recent months, DRI
Nagpur has dismantled a
Mephedrone manufacturing

Nagpur: DRI busts inter-state cocaine trafficking racket,
woman held with drugs worth Rs 4.26 crore

unit in Karanja Ghadge in
Wardha district, recovering 128
kg of the drug in December 2025.
It also intercepted 522 kg of
ganja at Bhagemari Toll Plaza in
January 2026 and seized 729 kg of
ganja in Bhilai in February 2026.
Additionally, 4.9 kg of
Mephedrone was recovered in
Amravati in February 2026," the
official said.

These sustained actions, the
agency nhoted, reflect a strict en-
forcement approach and its com-
mitment to a zero-tolerance poli-
cy against narcotics.

The DRI reiterated that such
operations are part of its broad-
er efforts to dismantle organised
drug trafficking networks oper-
ating across state borders and to
contribute to the Government of
India's vision of a "Nasha Mukt
Bharat."



New Delhi, Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson and Rajya Sabha
member Sonia Gandhi on Monday said
the central concern surrounding the
Centre's decision to introduce Bills dur-
ing a special session of Parliament on
April 16 is delimitation, not women's
reservation, describing the process as
"extremely dangerous" and terming it an
"assault on the Constitution".

She alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is seeking to "delay and
derail" the caste census, suggesting that
the timing and manner of the proposed
legislative exercise point to deeper politi-
cal motives.

Gandhi also criticised the govern-
ment for "declining repeated requests"
from opposition parties to convene an all-
party meeting after the conclusion of
Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal on April 29.

In an opinion article published in The
Hindu, Gandhi wrote, "The Prime
Minister is making appeals to
Opposition parties to support Bills that
the government wants to bulldoze in a
special session of Parliament when the
election campaign in Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal will be at its peak. There can
be only one reason for the extraordinary
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Real issue delimitation, not women's
reservation now, says Sonia Gandhi

hurry, which is to derive political advan-
tage and place the Opposition on the de-
fensive."

She further claimed that the Prime
Minister is "as usual, being economical
with the truth", adding that the opposi-
tion had pressed for the implementation
of women's reservation from the 2024
Lok Sabha elections rather than linking
it to the completion of the Census.

Referring to the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, 2023, she said, "The
Parliament passed the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023, unanimously
in September 2023 during a special ses-
sion. The Adhiniyam introduced Article
334-A in the Constitution, which mandat-
ed one-third reservation for women in
the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas,
scheduled to come into effect after the
completion of the next Census and the
Census-based delimitation process."

"The Opposition had not asked for this
condition. In fact, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge, had forcefully de-
manded that the reservation provision
be implemented from the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections itself. For reasons best known
to itself, the government did not agree,"
she said.

Gandhi said the opposition has now
been given to understand that Article
334-A will be amended to make women's
reservation applicable from 2029 itself.
Why did it take the Prime Minister 30
months to make his U-turn? And why
can he not wait a few weeks to convene
the special session? She noted that sever-
al opposition leaders had written to the
Centre on three occasions requesting an
all-party meeting after the final phase of
elections in West Bengal on April 29 to
deliberate on the government's propos-
als. "But that perfectly reasonable re-
quest has been turned down. Instead, the
Prime Minister has resorted to writing
op-eds, making appeals to political par-
ties, and organising sammelans. It is an
underhand tactic that reflects the Prime
Minister's one-upmanship and his ‘'my
way or the highway' approach to deci-
sion-making," she added. Calling for a
more consultative approach, Gandhi
cited the passage of the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendment Bills in 1993,
noting that they followed nearly five
years of deliberations before introducing
reservation for women in panchayats
and municipalities.

She credited late Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi for the initiative, stating, "Today,
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there are about 15 lakh elected women
representatives in rural and urban local
bodies, constituting over 40 per cent of
the total. The Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, 2023, stands on the shoul-
ders of this achievement."

Gandhi also raised concerns over de-
lays in the Census, noting that the
decadal exercise due in 2021 had been
postponed by the government. She said,
"Over 10 crore people have been deprived
of their legal entitlements under the
National Food Security Act, 2013, which
provides the basis for the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana.
Census operations have begun only after
an inexplicable delay of five years."
Questioning the urgency around the pro-
posed Census 2027 process, she re-
marked, "It is being proudly claimed that
it is a digital Census. Senior officials

have themselves publicly declared that
because of its digital nature, most of the
population enumeration numbers will be
available in 2027. The government's ex-
cuses for its tearing hurry to call this ses-
sion and conduct delimitation are evi-
dently hollow."

She also referred to the Centre's earli-
er stance on caste census, stating,
"Almost exactly a year ago, the Prime
Minister announced that the 2027 Census
would also be a caste census. This was
after filing affidavits in the Supreme
Court and answering questions in
Parliament, rejecting the idea of con-
ducting a caste census. This was also
after the Prime Minister accused
Congress leaders calling for a caste cen-
sus as suffering from what he called 'an
urban naxal mindset'. Be that as it may;
Census 2027 is supposed to enumerate
the population by caste in order to give
greater meaning to social justice and em-
powerment." Citing examples from
states, she pointed out that Bihar and
Telangana had already conducted caste-
based surveys within a span of six
months, arguing that concerns over de-
lays are unfounded.

"It is clear, therefore, that the propa-
ganda that a caste census will delay the

publication of the Census 2027 is just not
true. In fact, the Prime Minister's real in-
tention now is to further delay and derail
the caste census," she said.

On the proposed special session begin-
ning April 16, Gandhi said there has been
"no official proposal shared with MPs on
what exactly the government wants the
session to consider".

"It appears that some formula for de-
limitation is being suggested. Any delim-
itation must be preceded by a Census ex-
ercise, as in the past. And it goes without
saying that any delimitation involving
an increase in the strength of the Lok
Sabha must be politically and not just
arithmetically equitable. States that have
been pioneers in family planning, and
smaller States, must not be placed at an
absolute or relative disadvantage. A pro-
portionate increase may, in fact, result in
the loss of relative influence because the
difference in absolute numbers gets mag-
nified."

She further noted that the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023, "provides for
reservation within reservation", ensur-
ing that "one-third of seats reserved for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
are also reserved for women".

"During the debate in September 2023,
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the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha had demanded that a similar
reservation be also provided for women
belonging to the Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). Reservation for OBCs has al-
ready been provided for in higher educa-
tion and government employment," she
said.

Gandhi concluded by stating that the
monsoon session of Parliament is sched-
uled to begin in mid-July and that there
is sufficient time for wider consultation.

"The heavens will not fall if the gov-
ernment were to call an all-party meet-
ing after April 29, to discuss its proposals
with the Opposition, allowing time for a
public debate, and then have the
Constitution Amendment Bills consid-
ered in the monsoon session," she said.

"There is simply no justification, ex-
cept narrative management during trou-
bled times, for this tearing hurry to bull-
doze extremely far-reaching changes to
our polity. The process is deeply flawed
and anti-democratic. Reservation for
women is not the issue here. That has al-
ready been settled. The real issue is de-
limitation, which, based on the informa-
tion unofficially available, is extremely
dangerous and an assault on the
Constitution itself," she added.

‘Action hegan only after defence intervention”: Assaulted
Brigadier's fumily alleges Delhi Police inaction

New Delhi, The family of a senior
army officer who was allegedly as-
saulted along with his son in south
Delhi's Vasant Enclave has claimed
that they received no immediate as-
sistance from the police and that ac-
tion in the case began only after the
matter was taken up through de-
fence channels.

According to officials, the
Brigadier and his son were attacked
by a group of men after they object-
ed to two individuals consuming al-
cohol inside a parked car in their
residential area. The incident is re-
ported to have occurred on April 11
at around 10 p.m.

The Brigadier, currently posted in
Gujarat and residing in Delhi with
his family, said the incident unfold-
ed when he stepped out for a walk
with his son after dinner. Just out-
side their residence, they noticed
two men sitting inside a white
Mercedes car and drinking alcohol.
When the officer objected to the ac-
tivity, an argument ensued between
the two sides.

Talking to IANS, the officer's wife
recounted the sequence of events,
saying: "The whole incident was
that two individuals were sitting in
a white Mercedes car and drinking
alcohol. After dinner, when my hus-

band and son went out for a walk,
they objected, saying that drinking
in a residential colony is not al-
lowed, after which the individuals
spoke to them inappropriately. We
did not retaliate and called the PCR.
PCR took time, and after a while,
they arrived and talked to the men
in the Mercedes. Till the time the of-
ficial started taking our statements,
goons arrived in two cars and start-
ed assaulting my son and husband."

She further alleged a lack of po-
lice intervention during the assault.

"Instead of helping us, the police
personnel went back to their van.
My husband tried to save my son
from the goons, but they were also
hitting him. When I approached the
police personnel again, he denied
the help, stating that he alone could
not do anything in front of so many
goons. He said that he will wait for
his team. His team never arrived.
The goons kept hitting my husband
and child for 20 minutes. I was try-
ing to save them, and even then, the
goons passed comments on me," she
said.

Describing her interaction with
the police, she added: "When I asked
the police personnel to take me to
the police station, he opened the
van's trunk for me and told me to lie

there, and he would take me to the
station. I said I would not sit in the
trunk. I want to sit on the seat, to
which the personnel said, '"This is
not your place'. So with our own car,
we went to the police station, where
we did not get any assistance and
questioned why we were calling the
PCR again and again and frustrat-
ing them."

The family said a complaint was
filed in the early hours of April 12.
"We had filed a complaint on April
12 at around 2 a.m. However, no ac-
tion was taken till we sought help
through the defence channel. He
(the Brigadier) was taken to the hos-
pital by the police. We ourselves
took him to our Army hospital,
R&amp;R, as the police said they did
not have the ambulance to take him
to Safdarjung Hospital. No police of-
ficer went with us; they ignored
everything, eating parathas and
everything. They ignored our
agony," she added.

Despite the assault, the officer
and his son reportedly did not suffer
any severe injuries.

The Brigadier's son also described
the incident, stating, "My father had
politely asked them not to drink
near the society as it's a residential
area, but they rejected the request

and told us not to 'instruct them'. We
then called the PCR. By that time,
the men called their goons, and after
that, they started assaulting us. No
one helped us."

He stated that police asked for an
MLC (Medico Legal Certificate), but
no one from the police accompanied
him to the hospital. Later, he went to
RR hospital on his own for MLC.
The Brigadier said that even after
MLC, the police didn't file an FIR
and only made a General Diary
entry.

He further alleged that despite
providing evidence, there was little
progress in the case initially. "Even
after all the details and proof were
provided, no major action was
taken. So, the Corps of Military
Police (CMP) has likely taken the
matter into their own hands, and I
am sure they will handle it more ef-
fectively;" he said.

The Indian Army has taken seri-
ous cognisance of the matter and
initiated steps to support the officer.
A CMP team has been directed to as-
sist him, and the Delhi Police has
been approached to conduct an in-
vestigation and take action.

The matter is now under investi-
gation, and further details are
awaited.

Multilateralism, international
law deteriorated; Palestinian
Ambassador slams Trump

New Delhi, Emphasising that
"international law and multi-
lateralism" has deteriorated,
Palestinian Ambassador to
India, Abdullah Abu Shawesh
on Monday criticised US
President Donald Trump for la-
belling Pope Leo XIV as
"weak". In an interview with
TANS, Shawesh also slammed
Trump for his decision to block
the Strait of Hormuz and
stressed that it would not only
affect Iran but the entire inter-
national community.

On  Sunday, Trump
launched a sharp attack on
Pope Leo XIV in a lengthy so-
cial media post, accusing the
Pontiff of being "weak on
crime" and criticising his
stance on foreign policy, Iran,
and US domestic issues. "When
someone has the power to criti-
cise this significant figure, the
Pope himself, I think that this
is another step when we can
say that multilateralism has
deteriorated, international
rules and the international law
has deteriorated. It's another
significant move in history...
The Pope himself cannot be

criticised."

When asked about Trump's
stand on Iran and the current
security situation in West

Asia, the Palestinian
Ambassador asserted that the
Hormuz blockade will not just
punish Iran but the interna-
tional community at large.
"The strait benefits the inter-
national community at large...
The main request from the
Americans themselves is to
open the Strait. So, I'm not real-
ly sure what is the benefit,
what is the value added by
blocking and closing the
Strait," he stated.

The Palestine Ambassador
said that Trump, who claims to
have stopped so many wars
around the world, has harmed
the Palestinian and interna-
tional community at large by

launching the war against
Iran.

"I think Trump's approach
harms everyone, not only the
Palestinian cause at large. In
his first term, he made a lot of
devastating moves against the
Palestinian people, especially
when he moved the Embassy of
the United States of America
to Jerusalem, which is com-
pletely against international
law. A leader who has claimed
to stop all the wars around the
world has now launched a dev-
astating war against Iran and
also harming the Palestinian
people and the international
community at large. Let us re-
member also, no one is safe
until everyone is safe," said
Abdullah Abu Shawesh. stated
that nations who produce oil
will not be able to sell it if the
US blocks the Strait of
Hormuz.

The Strait of Hormuz,
which links the Persian Gulf
to the Gulf of Oman and the
Arabian Sea, is one of the
world's most critical oil transit
routes, carrying nearly a fifth
of global oil shipments.

SC refuses to quash
land-for-jobs case against
Lalu Prasad Yadav

New Delhi, The Supreme ¢
Court on Monday declined to X
quash the CBI FIR and charge |
sheets against RJD chief Lalu
Prasad Yadav in connection
with the alleged land-for-jobs
scam. A bench of Justices
M.M. Sundresh and N.
Kotiswar Singh, while dispos-
ing of Yadav's plea challenging |
the Delhi High Court order re- |
fusing to quash the corruption
case, granted him liberty to raise
legal objections during trial and
exempted him from personal ap-
pearance before the trial court.

"After hearing senior counsel
for the parties, the issue pertain-
ing to whether the application of
the provision is prospective or
retrospective is left open. Liberty
is granted to the petitioner to
raise the issue at the time of
trial," the Justice Sundresh-led
Bench said. The apex court clari-
fied that it was not expressing
any view on the contentious
issue relating to the applicability
of Section 17A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, which man-
dates prior sanction for initiating
investigation against public ser-
vants for acts done in discharge
of official duties.

It further observed that the im-
pugned order of the Delhi High
Court refusing to quash the mat-
ter would not preclude the peti-
tioner from raising the legal con-

reservations over the CBI's
submission, observing that
the question of influence ex-
ercised by a person holding
the highest office in the min-
istry could not be brushed
aside merely because no for-
mal recommendation was

New Delhi, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor and
former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal told the Delhi

that the trial court had already
discharged him after finding

No longer an accused, Kejriwal tells Delhi

HC, verdict reserved on recusal plea

High Court on Monday that he application.

is "no longer an accused" in the Kejriwal ar-
alleged corruption case linked gued that the prin-
to the now-scrapped Delhi ciple governing
Excise Policy 2021-22, asserting recusal is not

ter - seeking trans-
fer of the case be-
fore filing the
present recusal

whether a judge is
actually biased, but whether a

the issue of recusal and not the
merits of the case. "What is

whether I will
get a fair hear-
ing," he added.
During the
hearing, Justice
Sharma repeat-
edly clarified
that the present
proceedings
were confined to

hours of the trial court's dis-
charge order, and passed inter-
im directions on the very first
date.

Responding to some of the
submissions, Justice Sharma
observed that aspects such as
the manner or urgency of
passing orders cannot be ex-
amined in recusal proceedings
and may be raised before the

tention before the trial court.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for Yadav, contended that
prior sanction under Section 17A
of the Prevention of Corruption
Act was mandatory before initia-
tion of investigation since the al-
legations related to acts purport-
edly done by Yadav in discharge
of his official functions as the
then Union Railway Minister.

He contended that prior sanc-
tion was mandatory at the stage
of investigation itself and that
the absence of such approval ren-
dered the entire proceedings ille-
gal. Opposing the plea,
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) S.V. Raju submitted that
Section 17A would apply only
where the accused was the deci-
sion-making or recommending
authority. He argued that Yadav
did not fall within that category
and, therefore, no prior approval
was required.

During the hearing, the Justice
Sundresh-led Bench expressed

made on record. However, the
top court refrained from ad-
judicating on the merits of
the rival submissions and left the
issue open to be decided during
trial. The development comes
after the Delhi High Court had
earlier dismissed Yadav's petition
to quash the FIR, charge sheets,
and cognisance orders, observing
that the plea was devoid of merit.

The case pertains to allega-
tions that appointments in the
Indian Railways were made in ex-
change for the transfer of land
parcels to the family members
and associates of the former
Railway Minister.

The CBI had registered the
case in May 2022 against Lalu
Prasad Yadav and several others,
including his wife and former
Bihar Chief Minister Rabri Devi,
along with other family members
and unidentified public servants.

Subsequently, charge sheets
were filed against multiple ac-
cused persons under provisions
of the Prevention of Corruption
Act and the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).

no material to frame charges.

Appearing in person before
Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma while pressing his
plea for the judge's recusal
from hearing the CBI's revi-
sion petition against the dis-
charge order, Kejriwal argued
that the trial court-after day-to-
day hearings spanning nearly
three months and examining
voluminous records-had
passed a detailed order on
February 27 discharging him
and other accused, holding
that no case was made out.

He contended that despite
the detailed discharge order,
the Delhi High Court, on
March 9, passed an ex parte
order partially staying the trial
court's findings after a brief
hearing, which created a
"grave and reasonable appre-
hension" of bias in his mind.

"When this order came, my
heart sank. I had serious
doubts whether I would get jus-
tice," he said, adding that he
had even written to Chief
Justice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya - master of the ros-

litigant has a reasonable ap-
prehension of not getting a
fair hearing. "The law is sim-
ple - it is not about whether the
judge is biased, but whether a
litigant has an apprehension. I
have that apprehension," he
told Justice Sharma, relying
on Supreme Court precedents.

Referring to the March 9
order, he argued that the trial
court's detailed findings were
termed "erroneous" without
hearing the respondents or ex-
amining the full record. "A 500-
page order passed after
months of hearings was effec-
tively set aside in a 5-10 minute
hearing, without hearing us,"
he said.

Kejriwal highlighted that
the trial court had recorded
findings that there was no evi-
dence of corruption or kick-
backs, and had even observed
that the conduct of the investi-
gation suggested a "premedi-
tated outcome". "The trial
court has given findings com-
pletely contrary to earlier ob-
servations. That is why there is
an apprehension in my mind

your submission? Today we
are only hearing you on re-
cusal," the judge remarked.

Kejriwal further argued that
earlier observations made by
the Delhi High Court during
bail and related proceedings
had "virtually declared him
guilty," even though such find-
ings were unnecessary at that
stage and were later set aside
by the apex court. He also re-
ferred to the 2022 recusal in-
stance in a case involving AAP
leader Satyendar Jain, arguing
that the Delhi High Court had
accepted the Enforcement
Directorate's apprehension of
bias in that matter.

"The question is not about
the uprightness of the judge,
but the apprehension in the
mind of the litigant. I am only
seeking the same parity," he
said.

The former Chief Minister
also questioned the urgency
with which the Delhi High
Court entertained the Central
Bureau of Investigation's (CBI)
revision plea, filed within

Supreme Court. "You cannot
question how I wrote the order.
That is for the Supreme
Court," the judge said.
Solicitor General (SG)
Tushar Mehta, appearing for
the probe agencies, opposed
the recusal plea and submit-
ted that the threshold for such
applications is well-settled.
Referring to Kejriwal's argu-
ment that he had been "almost
declared guilty", SG Mehta
said the Delhi High Court was
required to consider the legal
framework governing such
claims. "Whether we win or
lose, we must remain fair to
the court," the Centre's sec-
ond-highest law officer said,
cautioning against lowering
the dignity of the judicial
process through unfounded al-
legations. After hearing de-
tailed submissions from all
sides, the Delhi High Court re-
served its verdict on
Kejriwal's plea seeking re-
cusal of Justice Sharma, di-
recting all parties to file short
submissions not exceeding
three pages by Wednesday:
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FMCG stocks as safe haven

ast-Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG)

stocks or consumer staples shares are 'well

positioned' for investors amid rising crude

oil prices and escalating geopolitical ten-

sions, even as the near-term outlook for the
sector has weakened, analysts said in a report released
on Monday. According to a report by BNP Paribas India,
the outlook for Indian consumer staples has deteriorated
due to the recent spike in oil prices triggered by tensions
in West Asia. Higher crude prices are expected to push up
input costs and weigh on margins in the near term, it
said. However, the brokerage noted that staples have his-
torically outperformed during periods of oil shocks, such
as in 2008, 2011 and 2022, with relatively smaller earnings
cuts compared to other sectors. "Despite the worsening
outlook, stocks have been beaten down disproportionate-
Iy" the report said. It further highlighted that most sta-
ples companies are now trading at valuations last seen a
decade ago, offering improved comfort for investors. The
sector which was earlier seen as a play on earnings recov-
ery in FY27, is now being viewed more as a defensive bet
amid risks from elevated energy costs and global uncer-
tainty. In the near term, the March quarter (4Q FY26) is
expected to reflect the benefits of improving domestic
consumption, with analysts projecting double-digit year-
on-year EBITDA growth, the first such expansion in near-
ly 10 quarters.

However, rising commodity costs, particularly crude-
linked inputs such as palm oil and polymers, are expected
to exert pressure on margins starting the first half of
FY27. Companies are likely to pass on some of these costs
through price hikes, the report noted. The report also in-
dicated that crude prices rose sharply toward the end of
the March quarter, with sequential increases of around
24 per cent, driving up costs of key raw materials. While a
ceasefire has reduced the risk of further sharp spikes in
oil prices, analysts cautioned that sustained elevated
crude levels could impact demand and profitability.
Analysts at the brokerage have estimated that for FY27
and FY28, earnings have been revised downward across
the sector and are now below consensus, reflecting the im-
pact of higher raw material costs and currency pressures.
Despite these headwinds, consumer staples are expected
to remain relatively resilient compared to other sectors,
especially if oil prices stay elevated, as their defensive
characteristics tend to attract investors during periods of
market volatility, according to analysts. Since the conflict
began, the Nifty FMCG index declined as much as 5.76 per
cent or 2,948 points to 48,194 between February 27 and
April 10. In addition, the index traded at 47,291, hitting an
intraday low, a decrease of about 2 per cent or 900 points
on the NSE. If oil prices remain elevated and global risks
persist, FMCG stocks—backed by steady demand and de-
fensive characteristics—may continue to offer investors a
relatively safe harbour.
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Deepak Kumar Nayak

n March 25, 2026,

the Government

of Madhya

Pradesh extended

the ban on Left
Wing Extremist (LWE) organisa-
tions, including the Communist
Party of India-Maoist (CPI-Maoist)
and its affiliated fronts, till
November 2026, under the Madhya
Pradesh Special Areas Security Act,
2000. The notification covers the
Krantikari Kisan Committee (KKC)
and Krantikari Jan Committee
(KJC), which were earlier declared
unlawful in January 2024. Despite
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav declar-
ing the state Naxalite-free in
December 2025, authorities cited the
need for sustained vigilance to pre-
vent the resurgence of Naxalite ac-
tivities. The renewed ban, aims to
maintain surveillance and control
over residual networks and affiliat-
ed entities.

Significantly, no CPI-Maoist-
linked incident has been reported
during the first 94 days of the cur-
rent year (data till April 5, 2026), and
data for 2025 indicates that the secu-
rity situation in the State with re-
gard to Maoist violence strength-
ened considerably, as compared to
2024.

Registering the highest number of
overall fatalities on a year-on-year
basis since March 6, 2000, when
South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP)
started compiling data on Left Wing
Extremism (LWE)-linked violence in
the country, the State recorded 12 fa-
talities (one civilian and 11 Maoists)
in 2025, as compared to three (all
Maoists) in 2024. There were five fa-
talities (one civilian and four
Maoists) in 2023, eight (two civilians
and six Maoists) in 2022, and five
(three civilians and two Maoists) in
2021. Since March 6, 2000, a total of
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52 fatalities (15 civilians, four SF per-
sonnel, and 33 Maoists) have been
recorded.

The single civilian fatality record-
ed in 2025 was the lowest in a year
since March 6, 2000, and this level
had been recorded thrice earlier - in
2023, 2020, and 2017. Civilian fatali-
ties, at three, in 2021 were the high-
est in a year since March 6, 2000. The
previous high of two fatalities had
been recorded thrice earlier-in 2000,
2016, and 2019.

The last recorded SF fatality was
on September 22, 2010, when Maoists
killed a trooper of the Hawk Force
(the special anti-LWE force of the
Madhya Pradesh Police) near
Sitapala village in Balaghat District.
Since March 6, 2000, a total of four
SF fatalities has been recorded in
the State. Meanwhile, SFs killed 11
Maoists in 2025, while three were
killed in 2024. A total of 33 Maoists
has been killed in the State since
March 6, 2000.

Further, though no Maoists were
arrested in 2025, SFs arrested at
least one Maoist in 2024. A total of 74
Maoists has been arrested in the
State since March 6, 2000. As many
as 13 Maoists surrendered in 2025,
while there were no surrenders in
2024. A total of 28 Maoist surrenders
has been recorded in the State since
March 6, 2000.

There were at least 12 Maoist-
linked incidents in 2025, as against
six recorded in 2024. There were
eight such incidents in 2023, nine in
2022, and 14 in 2021. Since March 6,
2000, a total of 120 such incidents
have been documented.

In 2025, Maoist activities were re-
ported from two Districts - Balaghat
and Mandla. While Balaghat fell in
the 'moderately affected' category,
Mandla was in the 'marginally af-
fected' category. In 2024, Maoist activ-
ities were reported from the
Balaghat District alone, and it fell in

the 'marginally affected' category.

Aggressive campaigns against the
Maoists resulted in the recovery of
arms and ammunition on four occa-
sions in 2025, in addition to four
such recoveries in 2024, and five in
2023. The total number of recoveries
since March 6, 2000, stands at 38. In
the current year, no such recoveries
have been recorded (data till April 5,
2026). Earlier recoveries were sub-
stantial, featuring INSAS (Indian
Small Arms System) assault rifles,
SLRs (Self-Loading Rifles), .303 ri-
fles, grenade launchers, magazines,
live cartridges, and daily supplies
like rice and oil from encounter sites
in Balaghat District and Mandla
District.

No incident of arson was reported
in 2025, as was also the case in 2024
and 2023. The last such incident was
reported on May 22, 2022, when more
than 350 bags of tendu (Diospyros
Melanoxylon) leaves collected by
tribals were set on fire by cadres of
the New Democratic Revolution
Zindabad (NDRZ) of the CPI-Maoist
at the Dadekasa-Bilal Kasa tendu
leaves collection centre under the
South Forest Division of Lanji
Tehsil (revenue unit) in Balaghat
District. The State has recorded a
total of 10 such incidents since
March 6, 2000.

Similarly, no incident of explosion
was recorded in 2025, as was also the
case in 2024. Since March 6, 2000,
Maoists have triggered just one blast
in the State - on December 11, 2001 -
when cadres of the erstwhile
People's War Group (PWG) blew up a
government guest house at
Samnapur in Balaghat District.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav has
consistently made it clear: "There is
no place for Naxalism on the sacred
soil of Madhya Pradesh," and early
2026 has witnessed continued quiet,
with no incidents reported, suggest-
ing a potential endgame for LWE in

the State.

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) registered no specific
cases or actions against Madhya
Pradesh Maoists in 2025, focusing in-
stead on broader CPI-Maoist con-
spiracies like the Odisha explosives
loot (4,000 kilograms for Jharkhand
strongholds) and the northern re-
gional bureau revival involving ab-
sconders arrested in Maharashtra.
While Madhya Pradesh incidents
were handled by State Police and
Hawk Force, NIA's nationwide
probes - charging 11 in explosives
cases under UAPA - indirectly pres-
sured the Maharashtra-Madhya
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh (MMC) zone,
disrupting supply chains. Unlike
high-profile pan-India cases that
locked up 390 cadres nationally in
2025, no Balaghat-specific NIA
takeovers were noted,.

The Madhya Pradesh Police con-
tinue to face critical deficits in ca-
pacities and deployment. According
to the latest Bureau of Police
Research and  Development
(BPR&D) data, as on January 1, 2024,
Madhya Pradesh had 122.94 Police
personnel per 100,000 population,
significantly below the inadequate
national average of 154.96. The
Police/Area Ratio (number of po-
licemen per 100 square kilometres)
was just 34.77, as against the nation-
al average of 65.78. Both the State
and national averages on the
Police/Area ratio were well below
the sanctioned strength, at 40.67 and
83.81, respectively. The sanctioned
strength for the States' Police was
125,381, while just 107,183 personnel
were in position, creating a deficit of
14.51 per cent. In addition, the sanc-
tioned strength of the apex Indian
Police Service (IPS) Officers in the
State was 319, but just 271 officers
were in position, a deficit of 15.04
per cent.

Nevertheless, a March 31, 2026, re-
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port revealed that, keeping in mind
that the CPI-Maoist MMC Zone com-
prises the bordering districts of three
neighbouring states Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, and
Chhattisgarh - including Balaghat
District and parts of Mandla District
in Madhya Pradesh, Rajnandgaon and
Kabirdham Districts in Chhattisgarh,
and Gondia District in Maharashtra,
Additional Director General of Police
(ADGP), Anti-Naxal Operations, K. P.
Venkateshwar Rao, stated that there is
no plan to withdraw forces from the
erstwhile Naxal-affected areas of the
Madhya Pradesh, despite the surren-
der of extremists. However, the forces
remain on alert to respond to any un-
toward situation created by anti-na-
tional elements.

Though the Maoist infrastructure
has been largely dismantled, residual
threats from isolated cadres, potential-
ly fleeing from Chhattisgarh, may per-
sist, exploiting Balaghat District's ter-
rain for transit. Policing shortages
could strain sustained vigilance, while
gaps in remote areas limit intelligence
generation and the delivery of state
services, risking minor revival at-
tempts amid the broader national con-
traction of LWE. The lack of local sup-
port has undermined the MMC Zone;
however, unaddressed tribal griev-
ances - particularly over tendu leaves
or forest reserves - could still be ex-
ploited.

2025 marked a decisive decimation
of Maoism in Madhya Pradesh, with
unprecedented killings and surren-
ders eradicating the Kanha-
Bhoramdeo (KB) Division and the
MMC Zone foothold. The incident-free
calm in early 2026 suggests that the
State is effectively LWE-free.
Augmenting Police capacities, infra-
structure, and developmental inter-
ventions will be critical to consolidat-
ing these gains and preventing any
resurgence in this peripheral
zone.SAIR.

4 ways the war in Iran has weakened the
United States in the great power game

The irony of the latest Iran war

But for Russia, this meant higher

and was thrown in the

"Independence Arch"

that

align with this directive. For

In'his efforts to remake federal architecture, Trump repudiates
the 'republican ideals' that have long informed it

ages, women played outsized

"Never interrupt your
enemy when he is
making a mistake."

Napoleon Bonaparte's maxim
may well have been in the minds of
policymakers in Moscow and
Beijing these past weeks, as the U.S.
war in Iran dragged on. And now
that a 14-day ceasefire between
Tehran and Washington is in effect -
with both sides claiming "victory" -
Russian and Chinese leaders still
have an opportunity to profit from
what many see as America's latest
folly in the Middle East.

Throughout the weekslong con-
flict, China and Russia struck a deli-
cate balance. Both declined to give
Iran - seen to a varying degree as an
ally of both nations - their full-
throated support or sink any real
costs into the conflict.

Instead, they opted for limited as-
sistance in the form of small-scale
intelligence and diplomatic sup-
port.

As a scholar of international se-
curity and great power politics I be-
lieve that is for good reason. Beijing
and Moscow were fully aware that
Iran could not "win" against the
combined military might of the
United States and Israel. Rather,
Iran just needed to survive to serve
the interests of Washington's main
geopolitical rivals.

Below are four ways in which the
U.S. war in Iran has damaged
Washington's position in the great
power rivalries of the 21st century.

1. Losing the influence war
in the Middle East

As 1 explore in my book
"Defending Frenemies," the U.S. has
long struggled to balance competing
objectives in the Middle East.
During the Cold War, this meant
limiting the Soviet Union's influ-
ence in the region, while contend-
ing with the development of nu-
clear weapons by two troublesome
allies, Israel and Pakistan.

By the 2020s, the priorities in
Washington were aimed at restrict-
ing the influence of the US.'s great
power rivals - China and to a lesser
degree Russia - in the Middle East.

Yet under Presidents Xi Jinping
and Vladimir Putin, China and
Russia have sought to increase their
footprint in the region through a va-
riety of formal alliances and infor-
mal measures.

For Russia, this took the form of
aligning with Iran, while also part-
nering with Tehran to prop up the
now-ousted regime of President
Bashar Assad during the Syrian
civil war. Meanwhile, China in-
creased its diplomatic profile in the
Middle East, notably by acting as a
mediator as Saudi Arabia and Iran
restored diplomatic ties in 2023.

is that it follows a period in which
circumstances were unfavorable to
Russian and Chinese aims of in-
creasing their influence in the
Middle East.

The fall of Assad in December
2024 deprived Russia of its one reli-
able ally in the region. And Trump's
May 2025 tour of the Gulf states, in
which he secured major technology
and economic deals with Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar and Bahrain, was aimed at
countering China's growing eco-
nomic and diplomatic influence in
those countries.

With Washington perceived as an
increasingly unreliable protector,
the Gulf states may seek greater se-
curity and economic cooperation
elsewhere.

2. Taking US eyes off other
strategic goals

In expanding military, diplomatic
and economic ties in the Middle
East, Russia and China over the
past two decades were exploiting a
desire by Washington to move its as-
sets and attention away from the re-
gion following two costly wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Trump's decision to wage war
against Iran directly contradicts the
national security strategy his ad-
ministration released in November
2025. According to the strategy, the
administration would prioritize the
Western Hemisphere and the Indo-
Pacific, while the Middle East's im-
portance "will recede."

In co-launching a war in Tehran
with Israel, without any prior con-
sultation with Washington's other
allies, Trump has shown a complete
disregard for their strategic and
economic concerns. NATO, already
riven by Trump's repeated threats
to the alliance and designs on
Greenland, has now shown further
signs of internal divisions.

That offers benefits for China
and Russia, which have long sought
to capitalize on cracks between
America and its allies.

The irony, again, is that the war
in Iran came as Trump's vision of
the US. as the hegemonic power in
the Western Hemisphere was mak-
ing advances. International law and
legitimacy concerns  aside,
Washington had ousted a thorn in
its side with Nicolas Maduro in
Venezuela and replaced him with a
more compliant leader.

3. Disproportionate econom-
ic fallout

Iran's closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, where some 20% of the
world's oil passes, was as pre-
dictable as it was destructive for
US. interests.

oil prices that boosted its war econ-
omy. It also led to the temporary but
ongoing easing of U.S. sanctions,
which has provided Moscow an in-
dispensable lifeline after years of
economic pressure over the war in
Ukraine.

While a prolonged closure and
extensive damage to oil and natural
gas infrastructure in Iran and the
Gulf states no doubt hurts China's
energy security and economy, these
were risks Xi appears willing to ac-
cept, at least for a time.

And by building up a domestic oil
reserve and diversifying energy
sources to include solar, electric bat-
teries and coal, China is far better
positioned to weather a prolonged
global energy crisis than the U.S.
Indeed, Beijing has made strides in
recent year to encourage domestic
consumption as a source of eco-
nomic growth, rather than be so re-
liant on global trade. That may have
given China some protection during
the global economic shock caused
by the Iran war, as well as push the
economy further down its own
track.

The more the U.S. loses control
over events in the strait, the more it
loses influence in the region - espe-
cially as Iran appears to be placing
restrictions on ships from unfriend-
ly nations.

4. Loss of global leadership

Trump's willingness to abandon
talks to go to war, and the contradic-
tory rhetoric he has employed
throughout the Iran conflict, has
weakened the perception of the U.S.
as an honest broker.

That provides a massive soft
power boost for Beijing. It was
China that pressed Iran to accept
the 14-day ceasefire proposal bro-
kered by Pakistan. Indeed, China
has slowly chipped away at
America's longtime status as global
mediator of first resort.

Beijing has successfully mediat-
ed in the past between Iran and
Saudi Arabia, and it attempted to do
the same with Russia and Ukraine
and Israel and the Palestinians.

In general, the Iran war adds
weight to Beijing's worldview that
the U.S.-led liberal international
order is over. Even if China bene-
fited at some level from the war
continuing, its decision to help
broker the ceasefire shows that
China is increasingly taking on
the mantle of global leadership
that the U.S. used to own.

And for Russia, the Iran war
and the rupture between Trump
and America's NATO allies over
their lack of support for it, shift
world attention and U.S. involve-
ment from the war in Ukraine.

S gears of President
Donald Trump's
grand White House ballroom
plans on March 31, 2026, when
U.S. District Court Judge
Richard Leon ordered a pause
on construction.

The president, the judge
wrote, was the "steward" of the
residence, not its "owner." In re-
sponse, the Justice Department
filed an emergency motion, ask-
ing that construction be allowed
to resume due to security risks
caused by the project being in a
state of limbo.

Presidents of the United
States, unlike other world lead-
ers, have not typically sought to
impress their own architectural
tastes on national monuments.

In this regard, Trump is the
exception. His approach to re-
making federal architecture has
mirrored his approach to uni-
versity funding and immigra-
tion enforcement: move fast,
break things.

But Trump's imposition of
his aesthetic preferences doesn't
just threaten to erase chapters
in the story of the nation's fed-
eral architecture. It also risks
undoing the legacies of presi-
dential wives, influential de-
signers and the egalitarian
ideals that many of these build-
ings embody:.

Gaudy grandeur

Since his second term began
in January 2025, Trump has
paved over the storied White
House Rose Garden - estab-
lished by first lady Ellen Wilson
in 1913 and redesigned by
renowned  horticulturalist
Bunny Mellon in 1962 - com-
plaining that ladies' high-heeled
shoes sank into the ground. The
art deco bathroom off the
Lincoln Bedroom now reflects
Trump's penchant for polished
marble. And gold-coloured deco-
rative elements have been af-
fixed to the simple woodwork
throughout the White House,
with some of the ornamenta-
tion brought from Mar-a-Lago,
Trump's Florida estate.

Most notably, the East Wing,
which housed the offices of the
first lady and her staff, was flat-
tened in fall 2025 to make way
for a grand ballroom projected
to cost some US$400 million.
The building, if completed as
planned, will dwarf the historic
White House.

The ballroom also reflects
Trump's taste for grandiosity
and opulence - the same aesthet-
ic that's reflected in the 250-foot

Trump has proposed for
Washington.

Trump has repeatedly com-
plained that public buildings in
Washington lack grandeur. He
was even quoted by Golf
Magazine in 2017 as having de-
scribed the White House as a
"real dump," although he later
denied it.

Yet many of the structures he
has demolished or has sought to
revise embody, in their form
and decoration, certain republi-
can ideals, such as government
by the people, civic virtue and
opposition to concentrated
power.

Buildings that embody
egalitarianism

Trump has added accents to
the White House to mimic the
imposing homes of British and
European monarchs. But the
residence's original "republican
simplicity" - a concept attrib-
uted to Thomas Jefferson - actu-
ally had a purpose: It signaled
the egalitarian outlook of the
founders.

In 1792, when Jefferson was
George Washington's secretary
of state, he anonymously en-
tered the competition to design
a new presidential home. His
submission, which didn't end
up winning, was inspired by
Renaissance architecture like
Andrea  Palladio's Villa
Rotonda. Completed around
1570 in northern Italy, the Villa
Rotonda features symmetrical
facades and harmonious pro-
portions that have been equated
with Renaissance humanism
and rationalism.

Elsewhere, Jefferson advocat-
ed for modeling the young na-
tion's government architecture
on the classical tradition, due to
its associations with ancient
Greek and Roman democracy.
This often meant using classical
design principles like restraint,
order and geometric harmony,
and adapting them by either
simplifying the elements or
using locally available materi-
als instead of the expensive
marble and other stones favored
by the ancients.

A repudiation of 'republi-
can simplicity"

In August 2025, Trump signed
an executive order, Making
Federal Architecture Beautiful
Again, directing that this same
classical style inform the design
of all future federal buildings.

Yet Trump's own vision for
the White House design doesn't

one, the sheer enormity of the
proposed ballroom transgresses
the foundational belief in classi-
cal restraint.

The columns that will sup-
port the ballroom's south colon-
nade have Corinthian capitals,
the most ornate type of decora-
tive top for a column. In con-
trast, Ionic capitals, which are
more restrained, currently
grace the columns at the en-
trance of the White House. One
of Trump's appointees, howev-
er, wants to swap these out in
favor of Corinthian capitals.

And the temple-style portico
on the east facade of the
planned ballroom is awkwardly
shifted to the far north end,
rather than being centered as
the classical tradition would
dictate.

Glossing over history

This is not to say that classi-
cal principles have never run up
against contemporary design
trends. In 1888, architect Alfred
B. Mullett completed the State,
War and Navy Building, now
known as the Eisenhower
Executive Office Building.
Mullet had been inspired by
Boston's Old City Hall, which
had been completed in 1865 and
was itself inspired by the gov-
ernment architecture of the
French Second Empire.

Trump has said that he finds
the Eisenhower building's gray
granite facade dreary, and that
he'd like to paint it white. Yet
the material itself is a crucial
element, tying the structure to
the "Boston Granite Style."

If the office building is paint-
ed white - in a process that
would degrade the granite - a vi-
sual key to understanding its ar-
chitectural and political history
would be lost.

Architectural historian
Henry-Russell Hitchcock ar-
gued how forward-looking the
building was for its time, and
showed how how it mirrored
the first skyscrapers erected in
New York City: Richard Morris
Hunt's Tribune Building and
the Western Union Building de-
signed by Hunt's pupil George
B. Post.

For these reasons, preserva-
tionists have sued Trump to try
to prevent these alterations.

Design that's bottom up,
not top down

I think it's also important to
note that in the original design
and construction of many of
the buildings Trump dispar-

roles.

As I note in my 2025 book,
"Women Architects at Work:
Making American Modernism,"
which I co-authored with Mary
Anne Hunting, the contribu-
tions of women in architecture
and design have often been over-
looked.

The Trump administration's
projects in and around
Washington will only further
obscure the women who shaped
the federal buildings and land-
scapes of the capital.

While the Rose Garden re-
flected the efforts of Bunny
Mellon and Jacqueline
Kennedy, the East Wing came
under the watchful eye of Edith
Roosevelt, the wife of President
Theodore Roosevelt. Edith
worked hand-in-hand with
famed classicist architect
Charles Follen McKim on its re-
design as the primary entrance,
in 1902. And had it not been for
the public fundraising efforts of
Jacqueline Kennedy, the capital
may never have had a perform-
ing arts venue of national sig-
nificance, the Kennedy Centre
for the Arts. In early 2026, the
Trump administration an-
nounced that the center would
close for two years to undergo
an estimated US$200 million
renovation.While all buildings
are living organisms that are
frequently adapted to changing
functional requirements, they
are also the repositories of na-
tional memorylIn 1961, a young
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who,
as a US. senator from New York,
would later go on to advocate for
historic preservation, penned
"Guiding Principles for Federal
Architecture" on behalf of an
ad hoc government committee
on office space."The develop-
ment of an official style must be
avoided," he wrote. "Design
must flow from the architectur-
al profession to the
Government, and not vice
versa."

As Judge Leon made clear in
his ballroom ruling, no govern-
ment officials - not even presi-
dents - "own" federal architec-
ture. The American people do.
And it's up to their representa-
tives in Congress to decide
whether to destroy or renovate
it, bearing in mind that it's an
inextricable part of the coun-
try’'s history.

This article was written
with the collaboration of
Mary Anne Hunting, Ph.D.,
an independent scholar in
New York City.
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Iranian embassy slams Trump
for calling Pope Leo XIV 'weak'
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Accra, The Iran Embassy in Ghana on Monday crit-
icised US President Donald Trump for calling Pope Leo
XIV "weak" after he prayed for peace. In a post on X,
the embassy mentioned that Trump paid hush money
to a porn star while his wife was pregnant and got con-
victed for it."The Pope prayed for peace. Trump tonight
called him 'WEAK' and said: 'T don't want a Pope who
criticizes me!'. Let the record show who this man is: He
went to Epstein's island consistently FOR YEARS! He
paid hush money to a porn star while his wife was
pregnant - and got convicted for it. 34 felonies. His mis-
sile hit a school full of innocent children in Minab. 168
dead," the Iran Embassy in Ghana posted on X.

"Six months ago, he said with his own mouth: "I'M
NOT HEAVEN-BOUND" (the only honest sentence
he's ever said). The Pope lit a candle for your DARK
soul. But there are 168 little girls at heaven's gate who
got there before you. BECAUSE OF YOU! They'll be
the jury. And they remember your name. THE HELL
AWAITS YOU, DON," it added.The embassy's state-
ment came after Trump launched a sharp attack on
Pope Leo XIV in a lengthy social media post, accusing
the pontiff of being "weak on crime" and criticising
his stance on foreign policy, Iran, and US domestic is-
sues.(agencies)

Trump says Iran 'desperate’
as blockade looms

Washington, US President
Donald Trump said that
Iran was in "very bad
shape" and "pretty desper-
ate," as he confirmed a
planned blockade would
take effect within hours.

Speaking to reporters on
the tarmac after returning
from Miami, Trump said a
ceasefire in the region was
"holding well," but sig-
nalled no softening in
Washington's position ahead of
the blockade set to begin at 10
a.m. Monday.

"The blockade will go into ef-
fect tomorrow at 10 am,"
Trump said, adding that "there
are many boats heading toward
our country to fill up with oil."

He indicated that other coun-
tries were cooperating with ef-
forts to curb Iran's oil sales,
though he did not identify
them. "Other nations are work-
ing so that Iran cannot sell oil,"
he said.

On prospects for renewed ne-

gotiations with Tehran, Trump
struck a dismissive tone.

"I think Iran is in very bad
shape. I think they're pretty
desperate. Iran will not have a
nuclear weapon," he said.

Asked how long he would
wait for Iran to return to the
negotiating table, the President
said: "I don't care if they come
back or not. If they don't come
back I'm fine."

The remarks underscore a
hardened US posture as ten-
sions with Iran continue, with
Washington combining eco-
nomic pressure and maritime

measures to restrict
Tehran's energy exports.

Trump also used the brief
exchange with reporters to
criticise NATO, expressing
frustration with the al-
liance's role.

"I'm very disappointed in
NATO, they weren't there
for us. We pay trillions of
dollars for NATO and they
weren't there for us," he
said.

He declined to respond to
questions about Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban's
reported electoral loss, ending
the exchange after about six
minutes and departing the tar-
mac.The planned blockade
marks a significant escalation
in US efforts to pressure Iran,
particularly targeting its oil ex-
ports, which remain a critical
source of revenue for Tehran.
Washington has long argued
that restricting these revenues
is key to curbing Iran's nuclear
ambitions.(agencies)

Gaining ran's trust sole way for US to find exi from
curTent situation: lranian parliament speaker

Tehran, Iran's Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf said that
the only way for the United States to
find an exit from the current situation
is to make its decision and gain the
Iranian nation's trust.

He made the remarks in an address
to reporters on the way back to Iran
from his trip to Pakistan, where he,
along with his accompanying team,
took part in peace talks with the US
delegation, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

"The United States is indebted to
Iranian people and needs to work hard
to indemnify them," Qalibaf said.

"If they fight, we will fight; and if
they come forth with logic, we will react
with logic. We will not surrender to any
threat," the parliament speaker added.
"They can test our will once again and

we will teach them a greater
lesson."Qalibaf described the talks with
the US delegation in Pakistan's capital
Islamabad as very "intensive, serious
and challenging," saying benefiting
from capable experts and with a com-
prehensive and diverse perspective,
Iran's delegation designed "excellent
initiatives" to demonstrate the country's
goodwill, "which led to progress in the
negotiations.""We announced from the
very beginning that we do not trust the
Americans. Our wall of distrust dates
back to 77 years ago. This comes as in
less than 12 months, they attacked us
two times in the middle of negotiations.
Thus, they are the ones who must earn
our trust," he stressed.

Qalibaf dismissed recent threats by
US President Donald Trump against
Iran, saying such threats fail to have
any impact on Iranian
people.Delegations from Iran and the
United States held lengthy negotiations
in Islamabad on Saturday and early
Sunday. The talks, which failed to lead
to an agreement, took place after a
ceasefire was announced on
Wednesday between Iran, the United
States and Israel following 40 days of
fighting.(agencies)

[ran's IRGCwarns any wrong move by ‘enemy'in
Strait of Hormuz to have lethal consequences

Washington,

Former US Secretary of State Antony Blinken

warns of 'strategic failure' on Iran

Washington lasting

agree-

to the Strait of

agreements appeared com-

Tehran, The Navy of Iran's
Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) said that any
"erroneous" move by the
"enemy" in the Strait of
Hormuz will have deadly
consequences.

It issued the warning in a
post on social media plat-
form X, sharing "drone sur-
veillance footage of the real
situation in the Strait of
Hormuz."

The IRGC's Navy said all
movements and non-move-
ments in the Strait of
Hormuz are under complete
control of the Iranian
armed forces, adding that,
"Any erroneous maneuver
will trap the enemy in dead-
ly whirlpools in the strait."

US Central Command
(CENTCOM) said Saturday
that two US warships tran-
sited the Strait of Hormuz
and began mine-clearing op-
erations in the Gulf. Iran's
main military command,

Khatam al-AnbiyaCentral
Headquarters, rejected that
account, "strongly" denying
CENTCOM's claim that
American vessels had en-
tered the strait, Xinhua
news agency reported.

In an exclusive report on
Sunday, Iran's state-run
Press TV said the US mili-
tary's attempt to sail two de-
stroyers through the Strait
of Hormuz on Saturday
"ended as a failed propagan-
da stunt timed to coincide
with (Tehran-Washington)
talks in Islamabad."

The Press TV identified
the US destroyers as USS
Michael Murphy and USS
Frank E. Peterson, saying
they were forced to retreat
by Iran's naval forces.

Also on Sunday, the IRGC
said in a statement that any
military vessels that intend
to approach the Strait of
Hormuz under any title or
pretext will be considered a

ceasefire violation and will
be dealt with severely.

On February 28, Israel and
the United States launched
joint attacks on Tehran and
several other Iranian cities,
Killing Iran's then Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei, along
with senior military com-
manders and civilians. Iran
responded with waves of
missile and drone strikes
targeting Israel and US as-
sets in the Middle East, and
tightened control over the
Strait of Hormuz by re-
stricting passage by vessels
belonging to or affiliated
with Israel and the United
States.

A two-week ceasefire be-
tween Iran and the United
States took effect on
Wednesday, followed by the
holding of lengthy talks be-
tween the Iranian and US
delegations in Islamabad,
which failed to lead to an
agreement.(agencies)

risks turning battlefield gains
against Iran into a long-term
strategic setback, former US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said, urging restraint
and renewed diplomacy as a
fragile ceasefire holds.

In an interview to CNN's
Fareed Zakaria, Blinken said
recent developments may
amount to "tactical success...
but strategic failure," arguing
that Iran retains key capabili-
ties despite military pressure.

"You can have a tactical suc-
cess... but... what are we left
with at the end of this?" he
said, noting Iran still has
"highly enriched uranium...
centrifuges... (and) missiles."

He added that Tehran now
has "a new, huge advantage,
the Strait of Hormuz," describ-
ing the situation as a turning
point that increases Iran's
leverage.

The comments come after 21
hours of US-Iran talks in
Islamabad failed to produce a

ment, leaving
only a tenuous
ceasefire in
place.

Blinken said
President
Donald Trump
faces a difficult =
choice if negotiations do not
yield results: escalation or
compromise.

"It is an option" to restart the
war, he said, but warned such
a move would be "highly risky,
highly costly."

He urged the administration
to avoid further military ac-
tion. "Don't go back to fight-
ing... Keep the pressure on the
Iranians by other means... and
engage in diplomacy for how-
ever long it takes to get a deal,"
he said.

Blinken said any deal would
require concessions. "A deal is
going to involve some compro-
mise. Decide where you're will-
ing to compromise," he said,
adding that control and access

Hormuz should
be central to nego-
tiations.

Drawing on his
experience with
the 2015 nuclear
deal, Blinken said

- reaching an
agreement with Iran is inher-
ently slow and complex.

"In the whole history of the
Revolutionary Republic...
they've only made a fundamen-
tal compromise... twice," he
said, referring to the end of the
Iran-Iraq war and the nuclear
agreement.

He said one challenge is in-
ternal divisions within Iran.
"One of the biggest mistakes...
is to see it as a political mono-
lith. It wasn't," he said.

At the same time, Blinken
described Iranian negotiators
as highly skilled. "These are
master negotiators... incredi-
bly challenging to deal with,"
he said, recalling how talks
often extended even after

plete.He said there may still be
room for compromise on ura-
nium enrichment, suggesting
a deal could allow Iran to en-
rich "at very low levels with a
very small stockpile," offering
a face-saving arrangement
without recognising a formal
right.Blinken also reflected on
efforts by the Biden adminis-
tration to revive the nuclear
deal after the US withdrawal
under Trump. He said talks
stalled partly because Iran
sought guarantees that future
administrations would not
abandon an agreement again.

"Incredibly hard to do with
our politics," he said.He added
that negotiations were further
complicated by Iran's expand-
ed nuclear programme and do-
mestic political pressures in
both countries.Blinken said
diplomacy remains the only vi-
able path. "You've got to have
strategic patience... the record
shows that this can be done,"
he said.

Russian FM to visit China as Moscow admits Hormuz

India and Bangladesh work on strengthening people-to-people ties, mutual understanding

blockade will negatively impact markets

Moscow, Russian presidential
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
on Monday admitted that the
US blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz is likely to impact in-
ternational markets negative-
ly."Most likely, such actions
will continue to negatively im-
pact international markets;
this can be assumed with a
high degree of certainty," the
Kremlin spokesman was quot-
ed as saying by Russia's lead-
ing Tass news agency during a
regular media briefing in
Moscow.

Responding to another ques-
tion, he asserted that details on
the US blocking of the Strait of
Hormuz remain unclear.

"Many details here remain
unclear and incomprehensi-
ble, so I would refrain from any
substantive comments at this

time," Peskov com-
mented on the US
threat of blocking
the strait.On
Sunday, the United
States made it
clear that it will
begin enforcing a
sweeping  mar-
itime blockade of
vessels entering or exiting
Iranian ports from April 13, es-
calating tensions after high-
stakes talks between
Washington and Tehran failed
to yield agreement on key is-
sues, including Iran's nuclear
programme.

The move, announced by US
Central Command (CENT-
COM), follows a presidential
directive and will target "all
maritime traffic entering and
exiting Iranian ports", includ-

ing those along
the  Arabian
Gulf and Gulf of
Oman.

"The blockade
will be enforced
impartially
against vessels
of all nations,"
CENTCOM said,
adding that US forces would
not impede ships transiting
the Strait of Hormuz to and
from non-Iranian ports. The
blockade would begin at 7.30
pm IST on Monday, as per a
C E N T C O M
release.Meanwhile, Moscow
announced that Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov will be visiting Beijing
on a two-day visit starting
Tuesday.

"On April 14-15, Russian

Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov will make an official
visit to the People's Republic of
China, where he will hold talks
with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi," the Russian Foreign
Ministry announced on
Monday.

"The two countries' foreign
ministers will discuss a wide
range of bilateral cooperation
issues, prospects for contacts
at various levels, and interna-
tional collaboration, with a
focus on joint work within the
UN, BRICS, SCO, G20, APEC,
and other multilateral mecha-
nisms and forums. A detailed
exchange of views is expected
on a number of hot topics and
regional issues, including the
Ukrainian crisis and the situa-
tion in the Middle East," it
added.(agencies)

Dhaka, India's High Commissioner
to Bangladesh, Pranay Verma held a
meeting with Bangladesh's Minister
of Information and Broadcasting
Zahir Uddin Swapon on Monday; dis-
cussing cooperation in the informa-
tion and broadcasting domain.
During the meeting, two sides
agreed to exchange visits of media
delegations between India and
Bangladesh to strengthen people-to-
people ties and promote mutual un-
derstanding. Verma reiterated
India's willingness to work with
Bangladesh government to strength-
en people-centric cooperation in all
sectors.

"High Commisioner Pranay
Verma paid a courtesy call on
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting of Bangladesh H.E.
Zahir Uddin Swapon on 13 April
2026. They discussed wide-ranging
cooperation in information and
broadcasting domain, including en-
gagements between media and

broadcasting institutions of the two
countries. They agreed to enhance
exchange visits of media delega-
tions between the two countries to
strengthen people-to-people rela-
tions and promote mutual under-
standing," Indian High Commission
in Bangladesh posted on X. "High
Commissioner proposed various ca-
pacity building initiatives for jour-
nalists and media professionals
under ITEC programme of
Government of India. As part of
these initiatives, a special training
course for women journalists from
Bangladesh will soon be organised
in India. They also exchanged views
on cooperation in films, including
organization of film screening and
film festivals in each other's country,
as well as collaboration in produc-
tion and post-production technologi-
cal support. High Commissioner re-
iterated India's willingness to work
with the Government and people of
Bangladesh to strengthen people-

centric cooperation in all domains
based on mutual interest and mutual
benefit," it added.

Last week, Verma had called on
Bangladesh's Minister of Civil
Aviation and Tourism Afroza
Khanum Rita, discussing enhancing
bilateral cooperation in civil avia-
tion. Bangladesh' Minister of State
for Civil Aviation and Tourism M
Rashiduzzaman Millat also attended
the meeting."High Commissioner
Pranay Verma paid a courtesy call
on Minister of Civil Aviation and
Tourism H.E. Mrs. Afroza Khanum
Rita on 09 April 2026. Minister of
State for Civil Aviation and Tourism
H.E. M Rashiduzzaman Millat also
joined the meeting. They held dis-
cussions on enhancing bilateral co-
operation in the field of civil avia-
tion, improving air connectivity, en-
hancing air cargo capacity, improv-
ing aviation infrastructure and ex-
ploring capacity building opportuni-
ties," Indian High Commission in

Bangladesh posted on X."High
Commissioner briefed the Hon'ble
Ministers on the ongoing major de-
velopments in India's aviation sector
that make India the fastest growing
civil aviation market in the world
today and which offer opportunities
for cooperation for the advancement
of Bangladesh's aviation sector
based on mutual interest and mutual
benefit," it added.

On April 8, External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar held a
meeting with his Bangladesh coun-
terpart Khalilur Rahman and his
delegation in New Delhi, discussing
bilateral ties, regional and global de-
velopments. "Pleased to host FM
Khalilur Rahman of Bangladesh
and his delegation this afternoon.
We discussed strengthening our bi-
lateral relationship in its various
facets. Also exchanged views on re-
gional and global developments.
Agreed to remain in close touch,"
EAM Jaishankar posted on X.

Bangladesh faces growing concerns over violence against women

Dhaka, Bangladesh has witnessed rising
violence against women and children with
little sign of improvement despite the pres-
ence of stringent legislation such as the
'Women and Children Repression
Prevention Ordinance', the Awami League
highlighted on Monday citing various crit-
ics.According to the party, critics noted that
a total of 776 rape cases were reported in
the 13 months leading up to February 2026,
raising serious concerns about public safe-
tyThe figures, it said, come despite repeat-
ed assurance from successive governments
pledging to ensure the security of women
and girls.

The critics accused both the former
Muhammad Yunus-led interim govern-
ment and the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) government of
failing to address the issue effectively.

"Observers argue that many advisors in
the Yunus-led administration had back-
grounds in non-governmental organisa-
tions and were previously active in advoca-
cy efforts - organising protests, human
chains, and roundtable discussions - to
push for stronger protections for women.
However, once in power, their efforts fell

short, with laws introduced but enforce-
ment mechanisms weakened or left ineffec-
tive," the Awami League stated."Concerns
have also been raised about the state of
'one-stop crisis' centres, which had previ-
ously played a key role during the tenure of
the Awami League government. These cen-
tres are now reportedly struggling to func-
tion effectively," it added.

According to the Awami League, law en-
forcement has come under scrutiny, with
critics highlighting a lack of accountability
following attacks on police during the July
2024 demonstrations, alleging that the
Yunus administration failed to pursue jus-
tice and that the current government has
taken limited steps to restore police morale
or strengthen enforcement.The party cited

claims that individuals linked to the BNP
government secured influential positions
within the police and judiciary even before
the February 12 national elections but have
not demonstrated effectiveness in uphold-
ing the rule of law.In some areas across
Bangladesh, the Awami League said the
cases of violence against women are being
handled through informal village arbitra-
tion systems, rather than formal judicial
processes - raising concerns about account-
ability and justice.

"Analysts say the contrast between tough
legal provisions and the reported number
of cases highlights a significant gap be-
tween legislation and its implementation.
They warn that such gaps may have con-
tributed to preventable tragedies, including
cases involving a teenage girl in Narsingdi
and a seven-year-old child in Sitakunda,"
the Awami League said, highlighting the es-
calating violence against women and chil-
dren.

The situation, critics argue, "underscores
broader questions about governance, ac-
countability, and the political will" needed
to address violence against women and
children across Bangladesh.

South Korean Prez Lee, Polish PM hold summit talks
with focus on defense industry cooperation

Seoul, South Korean President
Lee Jae Myung and Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk held sum-
mit talks on Monday to discuss
ways to expand bilateral coopera-
tion, with defense ties likely to be
high on the agenda. Lee held his
first in-person talks with Tusk at
Cheong Wa Dae, to be followed by
a joint press announcement and
an official luncheon.

Expanding strategic coopera-
tion across various sectors, espe-
cially in the defense industry, is
expected to be a central focus of
the summit.In December, Poland
signed a 5.6 trillion-won ($4 bil-
lion) contract with South Korean
defense company Hanwha
Aerospace Co. to import
Chunmoo multiple launch rocket
systems.

The two leaders will also dis-
cuss the Middle East crisis and
other major geopolitical develop-

ments as Poland is a key member
of the European Union and North
Atlantic Treaty Organization,
presidential spokesperson Kang
Yu-jung said.Tusk arrived in
South Korea on Sunday for a two-
day visit, marking the first bilater-
al trip to the country by a Polish
prime minister in 27 years.

For Tusk's official visit, Lee pre-
pared a smartwatch equipped
with healthcare and artificial in-
telligence functions, reflecting the
premier's hobbies, including soc-
cer and running, according to
Lee's office, Yonhap news agency

reported.Lee also prepared a
Korean traditional hanbok-style
cloak for Tusk's pet dog, a calligra-
phy piece and a traditional
Korean bronze ware cutlery
set.The visit comes amid deepen-
ing defence ties between the coun-
tries.In 2022, South Korea and
Poland signed a $44.2 billion de-
fence framework agreement for
South Korean companies to sup-
ply Poland with arms as ?well as
jointly produce military equip-
ment on Polish soil.

South Korean-Polish relations
have evolved into a deep strategic
partnership, highlighted by mas-
sive defence deals, economic coop-
eration, and security alignment.
Poland is a major European buyer
of South Korean arms, with deals
including K2 tanks and FA-50 light
fighters to modernise its forces,
strengthening ties amid European
security concerns.(agencies)
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India's economy in resilient
expansionary phase supporting
high returns: Report

New Delhi, India's economy is in a struc-
turally resilient expansionary phase, and
markets could deliver returns above long
term averages as valuations are
favourable, a report said on Monday. re-
port from investment management firm
OmniScience Capital said the economy is
in a goldilocks phase with high real gross
value added (GVA) growth of 7-8 per cent
with inflation anchored within the
Reserve Bank of India's target band.

The recent market correction of around
13 per cent from the September 2024 peak
is moderate and does not indicate a bear
market, with the Nifty 50 trading at rough-
ly 3x price to book and about 20x price to
earnings. These levels are at or slightly
below long term medians that imply for-
ward expected returns driven by earnings
delivery with support from multiple ex-
pansion.

The report said that recoveries from
major drawdowns have historically taken

around 24 months on average, reinforcing
a typical three to five year holding period
of equity markets. banking sector is in its
strongest position in recent history, the re-
port said adding that Gross NPAs has
plummeted to 2-2.5 per cent, while a
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CRAR) of around
17.2 per cent provides an estimated Rs 94
lakh crore in incremental lending poten-
tial without requiring fresh capital.

Growth and credit conditions remain
supportive, with financial system strength
enabling a strong expansion in the econo-
my."With companies operating at high cap-
ital efficiency with clean corporate bal-
ance sheets, and bank NPAs at 20 year lows
and ROAs at 20 year highs, high economic
growth rates and low inflation, India is in
a sweet spot, domestically, with economic
factors aligning for a potential multi-year
economic boom," said Vikas V Gupta,
OmniScience CEO &amp; Chief
Investment Strategist, .

With FY26 inflation estimated to be
around 2 per cent-2.5 per cent, there is even
room for absorbing high energy prices due
to the US-Iran-Israel war without inflation
crossing the upper end of RBI's target,
Gupta added.

Inflation has moved from nearly double-
digit inflation in the early 2010s to 2.1 per
cent in FY26, though exogenous energy
shocks from the Iran conflict present near
term cost-push risks.(agencies)

Malke in India boost: GE Aerospace,
IAF to set up engine repair
facility in India for Tejas fleet

New Delhi, In a boost to Make in India, US-based air-
craft engine maker GE Aerospace on Monday an-
nounced a new agreement with the Indian Air Force to
set up an in-country depot facility for F404-IN20 engines
that power the HAL Tejas fighter jets.

The upcoming facility will be established in India and
operated by the Indian Air Force, with technical support
from GE Aerospace.The move is aimed at strengthening
India's indigenous defence maintenance capabilities and
reducing reliance on overseas repair centres.Once opera-
tional, the depot is expected to significantly cut down the
turnaround time for engine repairs and
maintenance.Under the agreement, the depot will be
owned, operated, and maintained by the IAF. GE
Aerospace will provide technical expertise, training,
support staff, and ensure the supply of necessary spare
parts and specialised equipment required for smooth op-
erations.

Rita Flaherty, Vice President of Sales and Business
Development for Defence and Systems at GE Aerospace,
said the partnership reflects the company's continued
commitment to supporting India's armed
forces.Flaherty added that the new facility will help im-
prove the availability of F404-IN20 engines for the Tejas
fleet, ensuring that the IAF has timely access to ad-
vanced technology for its defence needs.GE Aerospace
also highlighted its broader presence in India's defence
ecosystem. Its engines power several key platforms, in-
cluding the Indian Navy's P-8I maritime patrol aircraft
and MH-60R helicopters, as well as the Indian Air Force's
AH-64 Apache helicopters.In addition, LM2500 marine
gas turbines from the company are used in the INS
Vikrant aircraft carrier and the P-17 Shivalik-class
frigates.The company has been part of India's aviation
sector for more than four decades. Its Pune manufactur-
ing facility, along with 13 domestic partners, is integrat-
ed into its global supply chain, further strengthening its
footprint in the country(agencies)

India’s IT sector shows signs of recovery,
growth outlook improves: Report

New Delhi, India's IT servic-
es sector is showing early
signs of recovery with im-
proving growth visibility and
strengthening fundamentals,
anew report said on Monday:

The data compiled by BNP
Paribas highlighted that de-
spite cautious investor senti-
ment, underlying indicators
suggest a gradual rebound in
demand and earnings mo-
mentum.

The brokerage noted that
near-term trends are turning
more supportive, backed by
rising hiring activity, steady
management commentary,
and continued growth in
cloud revenues.

It added that favourable
currency movements, partic-
ularly the depreciation of the
Indian rupee against the US
dollar, are further aiding the
sector's earnings outlook.

For the March quarter (Q4
FY26), the report expects
Indian IT companies to deliv-
er modest sequential revenue
growth, which would trans-
late into a sharper year-on-
year expansion due to a
favourable base.

Large-cap firms are likely

to see stable performance,
while select midcap compa-
nies could lead the growth
trajectory.

The report also pointed to
early signs of recovery in key
verticals such as technology
and telecom, even as other
segments remain stable.

Margin performance
across the sector is expected
to remain resilient, supported
largely by currency tail-
winds.

Looking ahead, the report
projected steady revenue
growth guidance from major
IT firms for FY27.

BNP Paribas has also up-
graded its earnings estimates
for the sector by around 2 per
cent for FY27 and FY28, citing

the positive impact of curren-
cy movements.

This has led to a correspon-
ding increase in target prices
-- reinforcing confidence in
the sector's medium-term
prospects, as per the report.

The report further high-
lighted strong momentum in
artificial intelligence (AI)
adoption and strategic collab-
orations across global IT com-
panies.

Leading firms are active-
ly expanding their Al capa-
bilities through partner-
ships with major technolo-
gy players and launching
new platforms to tap into
emerging opportunities in
generative AI and enter-
prise solutions.

India clocks record quarterly deal volumes
in Q1, up 5 pc sequentially: Report

New Delhi, India record-
ed its highest-ever quar-
terly deal volumes in Q1
2026 with 686 transactions
reflecting a 5 per cent rise
in volumes, a report said
on Monday.

The total deal values
eased to $16 billion, mark-
ing a 48 per cent drop in
value as number of large
deals moderated, with
only two billion-dollar
transactions worth $4.1
billion compared with
seven such deals worth
$15 billion in Q4 2025, the
report from  Grant
Thornton Bharat said.

A pullback in public
market fundraising was
also notable, with IPO and

QIP issuances easing 63
per cent in volume and 78
per cent in value, it noted.

"India's dealmaking ac-
tivity demonstrated con-
tinued resilience in Q1
2026, with transaction vol-
umes witnessing growth
for a fourth consecutive
quarter, despite height-
ened global uncertainty;"
said Shanthi
Partner, Growth, Grant
Thornton Bharat.

Deal values moderated
amid the absence of large-
ticket transactions and
subdued capital markets,
but the underlying mo-
mentum-particularly in
outbound M&amp;A, pri-
vate equity volumes, and

the emergence of new
unicorns-reflects sus-
tained confidence in
India's long-term growth
story, Shanthi Vijetha
said.

"Supported by strong
domestic fundamentals
and an enabling policy en-
vironment, India remains
a compelling destination
for strategic and financial
capital, even as investors
navigate near-term global
headwinds," she added.

M&amp;A activity re-
mained steady in volumes
though values moderated
due to the absence of large
strategic transactions. A
total of 271 Mé&amp;A
deals worth $6.9 billion

Vijetha,

New Delhi, India's inflation
rate, based on the new
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
series with 2024 as the base
year, edged up to 3.4 per cent
in March compared to the
same month of the previous
year, according to data re-
leased by the Ministry of
Statistics on Monday:

The commodities that
recorded the highest infla-
tion during the month were
silver jewellery, which saw a
148.61 per cent jump in
prices, and gold jewellery,
which clocked a 45.92 per
cent increase in prices.

Overall food inflation in
March stood at 3.87 per cent,
largely because vegetables
such as tomato and cauli-
flower turned more expen-
sive during the month.

were recorded in the quar-
ter. Domestic transactions
continued to anchor activi-
ty with 193 deals worth
$2.7 billion, while out-
bound dealmaking con-
tributed 56 per cent of
total M&amp;A value.PE
activity remained active
during the quarter, with
investors continuing to de-
ploy capital across many
mid-sized transactions, the
report said.

A total of 415 private eq-
uity deals worth $9.1 bil-
lion were recorded in Q1
2026, with volumes rising 9
per cent quarter on quar-
ter and continuing the up-
ward trajectory seen over
the past year.(agencies)

India's retail inflation edges

However, the prices of
onion, potato, and garlic
recorded a double-digit de-
cline during the month com-
pared to the same month of
the previous year, while
pulses also turned cheaper.
The prices of arhar and tur
daal dropped by 9.56 per
cent, while chickpea regis-
tered a 7.87 per cent fall in
price.

Sequentially, the inflation
in March was a tad higher
than 3.21 per cent in the pre-
vious month of February
and the revised figure of
2.74 per cent for January
this year, when the new se-
ries was launched.

Meanwhile, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), last
week, projected the coun-
try's inflation rate, based on

up to 3.4 per cent in March

the consumer price index
(CPI) for 2026-27, at 4.6 per
cent as the near-term food
supply prospects have been
boosted by a robust rabi
crop which provides some
comfort amid rising oil
prices in the international
market due to the Iran war.

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said: "The pass-
through of higher global en-
ergy prices has resulted in
price increases in select
fuels such as premium
petrol, LPG, and diesel for
industrial use. On the other
hand, the near-term food
supply prospects have been
boosted by a robust rabi
crop, providing some com-
fort."

Considering all these fac-
tors, CPI inflation for 2026-27

is projected to be at 4.6 per
cent with Q1 at 4.0 per cent;
Q2 at 4.4 per cent; Q3 at 5.2
per cent; and Q4 at 4.7 per
cent, the RBI Governor said.

However, persistently ele-
vated energy prices due to
the West Asia conflict and
possible El Nino conditions
(which could have a nega-
tive impact on the south-
west monsoon) pose upside
risks to inflation, he ob-
served.

Malhotra said that India's
core inflation, which ex-
cludes food and fuel prices,
is projected at 4.4 per cent
for 2026-27 and, excluding
precious metals, it is even
lower, indicating that under-
lying inflation pressures are
expected to remain con-
tained.

India's cement firms likely to post
strong Q4 volumes, revenue: Report

New Delhi, India's top cement companies are expected to record healthy
volume growth in the Q4 FY26, driven by stronger construction activity and
government capital spending, analysts said on Monday. Motilal Oswal
Financial Services forecasted about 10 per cent year on year growth in revenue
and around 4 per cent growth in EBITDA for their cement coverage universe,
according to multiple reports Even amidst volume growth, profitability is like-
ly to remain under pressure over rising fuel and packaging costs due to West
Asian conflict, as MOFSL estimated profit after tax likely to slip around 1 per
cent in Q4 FY26. The brokerage estimated EBITDA per tonne fell about 6 per
cent YoY to around Rs 950, even as it rose about 15 per cent quarter on quarter
on operating leverage. Average EBITDA margins (excluding Grasim) are ex-
pected to ease about 1.2 percentage points year on year to about 18 per cent.

India-Oman

New Delhi, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal on Monday said that India
and Oman have discussed unlock-
ing opportunities under the pro-
posed CEPA to boost bilateral
trade and investment ties for the
mutual growth of both nations.
The minister shared details of his

investment opportunities: Piyush Goyal

CEPA to unlock new trade,

Goyal said."Discussed unlock-
ing opportunities under the
India-Oman CEPA to boost bilat-
eral trade and investment ties
for the mutual growth of both
nations," he added.Under the
proposed CEPA, about 98 per
cent of India's exports - includ-
ing textiles, agricultural prod-

Analyst at Mirae Asset Sharekhan said that pan-Indian prices rose around
Rs 710 per bag in January, Rs 2-3 per bag in February, and Rs 45 per bag in
March, translating to an expected 1-3 per cent Y-0-Y growth in realisation dur-
ing the quarterExperts forecasted only a moderate impact of higher petcoke
and coal prices on quarterly earnings, as firms continued to draw from lower-
cost inventories. Nevertheless, power and fuel costs account for around 30 per
cent of production costs, making them a key monitorable if prices continue to
remain higher, they said.Imported petcoke and coal prices rose about 15-20 per
cent month-on-month (M-0-M) in March on average.Companies typically
maintain around 45 days of fuel inventory, limiting the immediate impact of
rising energy costs on Q4 profitability and the full impact will only be felt from
Q1FY27 onwards, they added.

A recent report had said that capital intensive sectors such as cement and
metals should gain from government's infrastructure spending. Total cement
demand is expected to rise about 6-7 per cent and steel demand roughly by 8
per cent, it noted.

telephonic conversation with Oman's Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion,
Anwar bin Hilal bin Hamdoun Al Jabri, stating
that both sides explored ways to deepen economic
engagement between the two countries.

In a post on social media platform X, Goyal
said the discussions focused on leveraging the
India-Oman  Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) to enhance trade
flows and investment opportunities.The agree-
ment, signed in Muscat in December 2025, is yet to
be implemented but is expected to significantly
strengthen economic ties once it comes into
force."Held a telecall with H.E. Anwar bin Hilal
bin Hamdoun Al Jabri, Oman's Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion,"

ucts and leather goods - are set to receive duty-
free access to the Oman market.In return, India
will reduce tariffs on key Omanese exports such
as dates, marble and petrochemical products,
paving the way for more balanced trade.

The latest engagement is part of a series of
high-level interactions by Goyal with key part-
ners in the Gulf region.In recent days, he has
held discussions with trade ministers from Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Kuwait to expand India's economic footprint in
West Asia.India and Oman share a strong and
longstanding trade relationship, with bilateral
trade reaching about $10.5 billion in 2024-25.

Of this, India's exports stood at around $4 bil-
lion, while imports were valued at $6.54 billion.

Indian mutul fund industry’s AUM rises 12 p to Rs

Mumbai, The domestic mutu-
al fund industry closed FY26
with assets under manage-
ment (AUM) rising 12.2 per
cent to Rs 73.73 lakh crore,
adding Rs 8 lakh crore to its
asset base over the year as sus-
tained equity market volatility
weighed on overall growth, ac-
cording to latest data released
by the Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI). In ad-
dition to the full-year AUM
growth, March data pointed to
a sharp rebound in equity
fund appetite even after geopo-
litical tensions. Inflows into
actively managed equity mu-
tual funds rose to Rs 40,450.26
crore in the month, which is
the highest since July 2025, up
from Rs 25,977.81 crore in
February.

Meanwhile, SIP contribu-
tions hit a record high of Rs
32,087 crore in March, com-
pared to Rs 29,845 crore the
previous month, underscoring

sustained retail investor par-
ticipation even amid market
turbulence.Analysts attrib-
uted the surge in equity in-
flows to year-end portfolio al-
locations, opportunistic de-
ployment of capital during re-
cent corrections and the per-
ception of improved valua-
tions following the West Asia-
linked selloff. However, the
overall mutual fund industry
reported net outflows of Rs
2.39 lakh crore in March,
against net inflows of Rs
94,530 crore in February. Debt
mutual funds witnessed out-
flows of Rs 2.94 lakh crore in
March.

Additionally, Gold ETF in-
flows nearly halved to Rs 2,266
crore in March, against Rs
5,254.95 crore in
February Among equity cate-
gories, flexi-cap funds led in-
flows at Rs 10,054.12 crore, up
from Rs 6,924.65 crore in
February. Small-cap and mid-

73,73 lakh crore in FY26

cap funds attracted Rs 6,263.56
crore and Rs 6,063.53 crore, re-
spectively, compared to Rs
3,881.06 crore and Rs 4,002.99
crore in the previous month.
While large-cap funds drew Rs
2,997.84 crore.Moreover, the
AUM accretion was sharply
lower compared to the nearly
23 per cent growth recorded in
FY25 and the 36 per cent surge
inFY24.

During the year, market
fluctuations occurred due to
elevated valuations, subdued
corporate earnings, geopoliti-
cal tensions, including trade-
related concerns, continued
foreign institutional investor
(FII) selling and the absence of
Al-linked investment
flows.However, selling pres-
sure intensified more recently
following the US-Iran-Israel
conflict, which pushed crude
oil prices higher and raised
concerns over India's fiscal
outlook.(agencies)

India to lead global pharma landscape with
innovation-driven approach: Minister

New Delhi, India is
poised to lead the glob-
al pharmaceutical
landscape due to its
focus on Dbiologics,
biosimilars and spe-

Family

cialty medicines, novativedrugsaccount development of inno- the country's robust ganised by the analysis, the AR smart glasses
Health Minister JP fornearly 87 percentof vative therapies.He manufacturing capa- Department of global shipment climbed by 98
Nadda said on Monday.  the global pharmaceu- added that the 'India bilities, she Pharmaceuticals per cent in the year. The market
The minister high- tical market value, the Pharma 2026' event added.Emphasising fu- (DoP), in collaboration saw even stronger momentum
lighted that the govern-  statement said.Nadda provides a vital plat- ture opportunities, with FICCI and the in the second half of the year,
ment recently mentioned comple- form tofosterdialogue, Patelsaidthattheglob- I n d i a n with shipments rising 148 per
launched Biopharma mentary initiatives partnerships, and a aldemand for biologics Pharmaceutical cent year-on-year, it said.

Shakti Initiative with  such as PRIP scheme forward-looking and biosimilars is ex- Alliance (IPA). The Segment-wise, video-centric
an outlay of Rs 10,000 for promoting research roadmap for thesector.  panding rapidly, with  event brings together AR smart glasses grew over 80

crore, to advance capa-
bilities in biopharma-
ceutical innovation,

foster innovation and Incentive pro- generics leader to an
strengthen research grammes, and emerging biopharma
capabilities. Pradhan Mantri innovation hub, Patel

Union Minister of Bharatiya Jan said.The country cur-

State for Health and

Welfare,
Anupriya Patel, under-
lined the need for in-
dustry to intensify its
focus on innovation-
driven segments as in-

in pharmaceuticals
and medical technolo-
gy, Production-Linked

Aushadhi Pariyojana,

cines, and deepening
industry-academia col-
laboration as well as

India is undergoing
a significant transition
from being a global

rently  contributes

supporting domestic nearly 20 per cent of vanced research and
manufacturing, afford- global generic medi- innovation.
able access to medi- cines and meets The ministers at-

around 70 per cent of
global vaccine de-
mand, underscoring

the biosimilars market
projected to reach $75
billion by 2030.She
stressed focusing on
human capital through
premier institutions
such as NIPERsand g 1 o b a 1
IITs to support ad-

tended 9th edition of
'India Pharma 2026', a
two-day conference or-

key stakeholders from
across the global phar-
maceutical and health-
care ecosystem, with a
strong focus on innova-
tion, self-reliance, and

leadership.(agencies)

per cent year-on-year in H2 2025.

Meanwhile, the waveguide-
based AR glasses segment
surged over 600 per cent year-
on-year, with a more diversified
competitive landscape

The segment's share in total
shipments rose sharply to 38

kets.

per cent in H2 2025 from 13 per
cent a year ago.

The growth in waveguide-
based devices has been driven
by increasing integration of
artificial intelligence (AI) ca-
pabilities, enabling features
such as real-time translation,
navigation, and image recog-
nition.Counterpoint said AR
smart glasses equipped with
Al capabilities accounted for
around 70 per cent of wave-
guide-based shipments in H2
2025, up from negligible levels
a year earlier, with China and
the US emerging as key mar-

"We expect the upward
growth momentum in the
global AR smart glasses mar-
ket to continue in the coming
years, supported by interna-
tional expansion from leading

the

said.Nevertheless,
memory price hikes and
geopolitical tensions involving
the US, Israel and Iran, along
with their impact on the global
economy, may pose challenges,
it said.

Earlier in March, another
report said that the industry
witnessed a growth of 139 per
cent year on year in the H2
CY25.India recorded a 15 fold

Global AR smart glasses shipments
doubled in 2025: Report

New Delhi, Global shipments
of augmented reality (AR)
smart glasses surged almost
doubled year-on-year (YoY) in
2025, reaching a record high, ac-
cording to a report released on
Monday. As per Counterpoint

OEMs, more new entrants,
and improving maturity and
production yields in key dis-
play and optical components,"

firm
recent

research

surge in shipments in H2 CY25

following Meta's
launch in the country in May
2025, though the country still
accounted for only 2 per cent
of global volume, according to
the report.(agencies)

official
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[CCannounces record prize pool for WT20 WC, winners to get USD 2.34mn

Dubai, The International
Cricket Council (ICC) has un-
veiled a record prize fund of
USD 8,764,615 for the ICC
‘Women's T20 World Cup 2026,
reflecting a 10 per cent boost
compared to the 2024 edition.

This amount surpasses the
USD 7,958,077 shared among
the 10 participating nations
in the United Arab Emirates
two years ago, as the tourna-
ment is set to expand to 12
teams for the first time. The
2026 edition will feature hosts
England joined by Australia,
Bangladesh, India, Ireland,
the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Pakistan, Scotland,
South Africa, Sri Lanka and
the West Indies.

The winners will once
again receive USD 2,340,000,
while the runners-up will get
USD 1,170,000. Losing semi-fi-
nalists will earn USD 675,000,
and each group match victo-

ry will be rewarded with USD
31,154. All 12 teams partici-
pating are guaranteed a mini-
mum prize of USD 247,500,
the ICC said in a release.

The news arrives just 60
days before the tournament
begins on June 12, when
England will face Sri Lanka
at Edgbaston, Birmingham.
The 33-match event will take
place across seven venues
over 24 days, with teams com-
peting for the top prize.

ICC CEO, Sanjog Gupta,
said, "The growth of women's
cricket continues to acceler-
ate, and the expansion of the
ICC Women's T20 World Cup
to 12 teams, combined with a
record prize pool, underlines
our commitment to building
a stronger, more competitive
global game.

"The continued rise of
women's cricket through in-
creased investment and op-

portunity re-
flects the grow-
ing influence
and impact of fe-
male athletes on
the global stage.
With that same
momentum
building across
every aspect of
women's cricket,
this event is
shaping up to
not only set a
host of new at-
tendance and

viewing records in the sports
and media ecosystems but
also leave a lasting impact on
the wider socio-cultural land-
scape across the world."

All roads now officially
lead to England and Wales
this summer, thanks to the
ICC Trophy Tour, which
kicks off Monday and will
travel across Europe in the

been projected

International
Cricket Council

onto the
ground's
renowned pavil-
ion.

The trophy
will travel to the
Netherlands,
Ireland and
Scotland, the
tournament's
qualified
European mem-
ber nations, be-
fore embarking
on an extensive

®

tion.

weeks before the competi-

The Trophy Tour begins in
London, where it will be dis-
played in the square at Lord's
Cricket Ground, the venue
for the final and known as
the Home of Cricket. It will
be showcased with a spectac-
ular projection-making it the
first time anything has ever

tour of the tournament's host
cities through May, building
excitement ahead of the tour-
nament's first ball on 12 June.

The tour will feature visits
to major locations with multi-
ple fan engagement opportu-
nities across the host cities,
including Millennium Square
(Leeds), St Peter's Square
(Manchester), Bullring

(Birmingham), Cabot Circus
(Bristol), Guildhall Square
(Southampton), and Trafalgar
Square (London).
Tournament Director Beth
Barrett-Wild said, "The ICC
Women's T20 World Cup 2026
is set to be a landmark mo-
ment for the game - on course
to become the most attended
women's cricket event in his-
tory, with record-breaking
ticket demand and the largest-
ever prize pot for a global
women's T20 competition.
That level of investment,
alongside prize money that
matches the men's game, is a
powerful reflection of the sta-
tus, quality and global appeal
of women's cricket today:
"That same ambition is
shaping how we build to-
wards the tournament, with
the trophy tour playing a key
role in taking the game to
new audiences, building ex-

citement across England and

Wales,

and showcasing

women's cricket on the
biggest stages as we count
down to an unforgettable
summer."

The ICC Women's T20
World Cup trophy will
visit the host cities on
the following dates:

Scotland: May 7 to 10
Netherlands: May 11 to
14

Ireland: May 15 to 18
Leeds: May 19 to 24
Manchester: May 25 to
27

Birmingham: May 28 to
29

Bristol: May 31

to

June 1

Southampton: June 3
to4

London: June 5 to 8

IPL 2026: "Wanted to keep the batsman guessing,’

IPL 2026: 'It's always winning and
learning, never losing,' says Hardik

says Krunal on his strategy in RCB's win over MI

Mumbai, Following Royal
Challengers Bengaluru's (RCB)
18-run victory over Mumbai
Indians (MI) at the Wankhede
Stadium, all-rounder Krunal
Pandya shed light on the tacti-
cal execution that helped swing
the game decisively in his
side's favour.In a match domi-
nated by explosive batting per-
formances earlier, it was RCB's
control through the middle
overs that proved crucial.
Krunal, operating in tandem
with young leg-spinner Suyash
Sharma, played a key role in
slowing Mumbai's chase just
when it threatened to gain mo-
mentum.

"T just wanted to be one step
ahead and keep the batsman
guessing and that worked for
us. And yes, Suyash bowled re-
ally well. Taking those two
wickets in (his) first over
changed the momentum. And I
always believe bowling is about
partnerships. And we were
able to do that for the team,

which was quite satisfy-
ing," Krunal said of the
overs 7, 8, 9 and 10, which
the duo bowled.Mumbai
had started strongly in pur-
suit of a daunting 241, but
Suyash's double strike, re-
moving key batters, shifted
the balance. Krunal empha-
sised that the young spin-
ner's growth has been a
product of consistent behind-
the-scenes work.

"He (Suyash) has been get-
ting better. I'll give a lot of cred-
it to Malolan (Rangarajan),
who is our spin-bowling coach.
He has been constantly work-
ing with Suyash in the off-sea-
son as well as during the sea-
son. He is always having con-
versations with him. And cred-
it goes to Suyash that he has
been able to adapt to things and
he has been able to be consis-
tent as a bowler, which always
helps in a game where batters
are taking you every ball," he
said.The match started as a

high-scoring affair, with RCB
accumulating 240/4 thanks to
quick half-centuries from Phil
Salt and Rajat Patidar, while
Virat Kohli provided stability
with a reliable fifty. However,
Krunal highlighted that mod-
ern T20 strategies, particularly
the Impact Player rule, have
considerably increased the
challenges faced by bowlers.

"I have never shied away
from trying different and new
things. Because if you see, with
the impact player rule, previ-
ously without an impact player,
you had No. 6 allrounder or No.
7 allrounder. Batsmanship was

quite different. But now,
having eight pure batters
and the skill set, you see
young boys like Mukul and
Vaibhav, so many of them
are just coming and hitting
from ball one consistently.
So again, as a bowler, I al-
ways want to be one step
ahead with the skill set as
well as with the mental bat-
tle as well," the spinner stated.

Krunal also spoke about his
evolving methods, including
the occasional use of bouncers,
a rarity for finger spinners, as
he looks to stay unpredictable
in a format dominated by
power-hitting.

"Whether it's me bending
my knee and bowling a
bouncer, I'm glad that it is
coming out well and hope that
in this format, there are fin-
gerspinners who will survive
and who can take something
out of it and do well in this
format. Because for finger-
spinners, with flat tracks and

eight batters, it has become
very difficult. I don't pre-plan
that I want to bowl a fourth-
or a fifth- or a sixth-ball
bouncer.

There are days where I'll
bowl two bouncers back-to-
back, and suddenly I'll bowl
the first ball and a sixth ball.
So there are no such plans.
But yeah, it's more sort of a
gut feeling when to bowl
which ball and I just commit
100% to that. I've been able to
get batsmen out with spin and
deceiving flight. I don't prac-
tise that much where I go and
bowl bouncers. It is just I bowl
in the game," he mentioned.

Although Mumbai made a
late push, the middle-overs
pressure from Krunal and
Suyash kept the required run
rate rising. Ultimately, this
phase, characterised by con-
trol, variation, and effective
partnership bowling, was cru-
cial in securing RCB's third
victory of the season.

New Delhi, After a frustrating loss
at the Wankhede Stadium, Hardik
Pandya chose reflection over reac-
tion, delivering a calm but purpose-
ful message to his Mumbai Indians
squad in the dressing room following
their 18-run defeat to the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru.

Drawing from head coach Mahela
Jayawardene's philosophy, Pandya
urged his players to confront the set-
back collectively rather than retreat
into isolation.

"Taking from what MJ (Mahela
Jayawardene) said, I think here there
are two options we can do. One is, go
back in our rooms, go back in our co-
coon spaces and try to figure it out. I
know it's tough, losing is always
tough, but let's learn, let's not disap-
pear. It's always winning and learn-
ing, never losing," he said in a video
shared by the franchise on X.

So, let's do that, that's what some-
thing which tonight, after the game,
once we go back to the hotel, let's
have meal together; we'll figure
something out. We'll talk about crick-
et, we'll talk about something else,
but we'll figure it out," Pandya added.

after MI's third straight defeat

The address came after Mumbai
slumped to their third consecutive
defeat, falling short despite a spirited
late surge. The match itself had been
defined by RCB's dominant batting
display, powered by aggressive half-
centuries that set a daunting target.

RCB posted a massive 240/4, pow-
ered by explosive half-centuries from
Phil Salt (78 off 36) and Rajat Patidar
(53 off 20), while Virat Kohli added a
steady 50. In reply, MI started well
but suffered a major setback when
Rohit Sharma retired hurt. Despite
fighting knocks from Hardik Pandya
(40), Ryan Rickelton (37), and a late
blitz by Sherfane Rutherford (71%),
they finished at 222/5, falling short.

MI will next play the Punjab Kings
at the same venue, their home
ground, on Thursday. (agencies)

IPL2026: ‘Batting is a concern, but bigger isste starts
with conceding 240, says Pathan on MI's loss to RCB

'Scoring 200-plus consistently feels like I've a lot
of talent in the team,' feels RCB captain Patidar

New Delhi, April 13 (IANS) Former
India all-rounder Irfan Pathan has
raised concerns over the Mumbai
Indians' overall performance in their 18-
run defeat to the Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, pointing out that the prob-
lems began well before the run chase,
when the bowlers conceded 240 runs.

Chasing a daunting 241 at the
Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai fell short
despite a late surge, finishing at 222/5.
However, Pathan stressed that conced-
ing such a massive total had already put
the side on the back foot.

"There are concerns with the batting,
no doubt, but the bigger issue starts
with conceding 240. Having said that,
chasing 241 on a pitch like this, you still
expect them to get closer. The problem
was the lack of a solid start in the
Powerplay and losing wickets early,
which put pressure on the middle order.
In the middle overs, there were phases
where they could have gone big but did-
n't. Hardik Pandya got runs but never
looked in full control, Tilak Varma has
now had a few quiet innings, and players
like Rickelton need to find more options

against spin. Those small gaps made the
difference," Pathan told JioStar.

Mumbai's chase was further disrupt-
ed after Rohit Sharma had to retire hurt
early, while the middle order struggled
to maintain the required tempo consis-
tently. Despite contributions from
Hardik Pandya and others, the lack of
momentum during key phases proved
costlyPathan also reserved high praise
for RCB skipper Rajat Patidar, whose ex-
plosive innings played a decisive role in
setting up the match.

"Rajat Patidar has been a nightmare
for bowlers. He comes in and starts at-
tacking from ball one. That intent makes
a huge difference. The moment he
walked in, he set the tone, and every ball
he faced, looked like it could go the dis-
tance. He's been the biggest positive in
their batting line-up, and his approach is
what really separates RCB's total from
the opposition," he said.

Patidar's 53 off just 20 balls, coupled
with Phil Salt's blazing 78, powered
RCB to a commanding 240/4, a total
that wultimately proved beyond
Mumbai's reach.(agencies)

Mumbai, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru skipper Rajat
Patidar expressed pride in his
team's performances and stated
that consistently getting 200-
plus feels like there is a lot of
talent in the team.RCB contin-
ued their strong run in IPL 2026
with an 18-run victory over
Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium, registering
their highest-ever total at the
venue.

Riding on a blistering 78 off
36 balls by Phil Salt, who was
named Player of the Match, and
a captain's knock of 53 off 20
balls by Rajat Patidar, RCB post-
ed a formidable total on Sunday.
With the ball, Krunal Pandya
(1/26) and Suyash Sharma (2-47)
played key roles in restricting
Mumbai's chase.

Reflecting on the team's con-
sistent batting performances,
skipper Patidar said, "Looking
at the moment, it feels like we
are scoring 200-plus in every

match. It gives me a lot of
confidence and as a captain,
Ifeel like I have a lot of talent
in the team."Patidar, who
also recorded the fastest fifty
by a captain in the tourna-
ment's history with a 17-ball
half-century, elaborated on
his batting approach:"I don't
really think too much about
how I want to play. I try to
react to the ball and stay clear
about what I want to do, which
shot I want to hit, which bowler
I want to target. Even in the
dugout, I try to read where the
scoring opportunities are," he
said.

Praising the batting unit for
laying a solid foundation, spin-
ner Krunal Pandya said, "Every
game you have to earn that win.
The way everyone is batting,
Virat, Salty, Tim, everyone has
contributed. I'm especially
happy for Salty, the way he
counter-attacked in the power-
play. That set us up really

A

! b F
well,"Highlighting the captain's
impact, he added, "The way
Rajat has batted in all four in-
nings, the consistency and clari-
ty, it's been unbelievable. The
captain is leading from the front
and I hope he continues."

Krunal also credited the sup-
port staff for the team's batting
success saying, "A lot of credit
goes to DK, the mastermind as
well. He has worked really hard
with individuals to get the best
out of them. He will be the hap-
piest seeing the way we are bat-
ting"

Assessing the bowling effort

under challenging condi-
tions, Patidar said, "Even
with 200 on the board, there
is always pressure with dew
and conditions. I thought
Bhuvi bhai and Jacob started
very well and executed the
plan."The RCB skipper iden-
tified Rasikh Salam's spell as
a key turning point. "The
turning point for me was
Rasik. The way he planned, the
slower balls, the yorkers, it gave
me confidence. After his first
over, I felt he could change the
game"

Patidar reserved special
praise for Krunal Pandya's
bowling. "K.P. is the most coura-
geous bowler I have ever seen.
He has so many skills. He keeps
the batsman in doubt about the
next ball. This is his strength.
He bowls with a lot of confi-
dence. He is not afraid to do any-
thing."RCB head coach Malolan
Rangarajan lauded Rasikh's re-
silience in his first appearance

of the season. "He's a guy who
we know has got a lot of charac-
ter and shows a lot of resilience.
Everybody could see that he was
cramping in both legs, but he's
still competing and doing the
best for the team. That's what
Rasik is. A pocket dynamite, a
fighter and a competitor," he
said.

Reflecting on the win at a fa-
miliar venue, Krunal said, "I
know the conditions really well.
Wankhede and Chinnaswamy
are two of my favourite
grounds. This is one of my
favourite grounds, so I always
look forward to coming and
playing over here. But for me, W
matters a lot at the end of the
day. I am glad that I was able to
perform in a game where we
won."Looking ahead, Patidar ex-
pressed excitement about re-
turning to their home ground
stating, "Very much excited to
go back to Chinnaswamy and
play with our 12-man army."

We trained continuously for 15 days..." Sandeepa reflects
onJharkhand's Sub Jr Women's National title

Rajgir, After Hockey Jharkhand
secured their third consecutive
title at the Sub Junior Women's
National Championship after de-
feating Hockey Madhya Pradesh 2-
1 in the final, Sandeepa Kumari,
who emerged as one of the top
performers for Jharkhand, reflect-
ed on the team's outing and re-
vealed that they trained continu-
ously for 15 days leading up to the
tournament.Sandeepa, who fin-
ished as the side's top scorer with
five goals throughout the cam-
paign, was inspired to take up the
sport in 2021 by her sister and
women's team forward Sangita
Kumari.

Speaking on the advice from
her sister, Sandeepa said, "Before
the match, she told me to play
with my heart, stay focused
throughout, and trust my abili- to

ties. She always reminds me to
back my skills, stay confident in
pressure situations and look to
make an impact by scoring goals
for the team."

Highlighting the importance of
the tournament, which is support-
ed by Anandana, the Coca-Cola
India Foundation, Sandeepa
added, "The competition is a very
important platform for young
players like us. It gives us the op-
portunity to showcase our talent
and grow in the sport. I would like
thank

Foundation for its continued sup-
port of women's hockey, which
motivates players like us to per-
form and aim higher." Reflecting
on the team's preparation and de-
termination, Sandeepa said, "We
trained continuously for 15 days
leading up to the tournament. Our
mindset was clear that we wanted
to become champions again, and
we gave it everything we had." On
her own performance, she added,
"I have been working very hard on
my scoring and converting
chances. It's something I have fo-
cused on with my coach, and in
the matches I was able to execute
what I've been practicing."

Speaking about the final, she
said, "We played with great inten-
sity. Even after conceding, we did-
n't lose belief and kept pushing
until the end to get the win."

the Anandana

New Delhi, Former India
spinner Harbhajan Singh
offered a detailed assess-
ment of Virat Kohli's in-
nings in
Challengers Bengaluru's
18-run win over Mumbai
Indians, opining that the
veteran had a 'slightly
slow'
scoring his fifty, but also
dubbed his role in the
game 'crucial’. In a high-
scoring encounter at the
Wankhede Stadium, RCB
posted a formidable 240/4,
with Kohli contributing a
half-century alongside ag-
gressive knocks from Phil
Salt and Rajat Patidar.
While Kohli reached his
fifty, Harbhajan noted that
the tempo of his innings

IPL 2026: 'Kohli's half-century came at a slightly slower

pace vs MI, he wasn't fully satisfied,' says Harbhajan

was
plosive.

Royal

strike rate while

"Virat Kohli's
half-century
came at a slightly
slower pace. You
could see he was-
n't fully satisfied,
especially with _
the way Phil Salt was scor-
ing at the other end. But
his role was crucial. He
ensured there were no
early wickets and provid-
ed stability at the top.
While players like Rajat
Patidar and Salt played
more aggressively, Kohli
anchored the innings and
allowed them to play their
natural game. Against
someone like Jasprit

measured
rather than ex-

told JioStar.

Bumrah, he was very cau-
tious and played him intel-
ligently, but he made sure
to capitalise on the other
bowlers whenever there
was an opportunity," he

Kohli's strategy provid-
ed RCB with a solid foun-
dation, enabling the mid-
dle order to accelerate and
reach a total over 240, a
target that ultimately se-

cured victory. standing of conditions
Harbhajan also brilliantly. We talk a lot
pointed out about batters, but matches
Krunal Pandya's like these are won by
bowling as crucial  bowlers, and Krunal was
in limiting the biggest difference. For

Mumbai's chase,
especially noting
his control and
strategic thinking
during the middle overs.
"Krunal Pandya was
outstanding, conceding
just 26 runs in four overs
and picking up a key wick-
et like Suryakumar Yadav
is a massive contribution.
People often say he doesn't
turn the ball much, but in
T20 cricket, it's more
about game awareness
than big spin. He uses his
angles, pace, and under-

anyone who says spinners
don't work at Wankhede,
this was a perfect example
of how to adapt and use
your skill intelligently;" he
added.

Mumbai, despite a
strong start, faltered in the
middle overs as Krunal
and Suyash Sharma ap-
plied the brakes, ensuring
the required run rate kept
climbing. The dismissal of
key batters, including
Suryakumar Yadav, fur-

ther dented their
chase.(agencies)
oo o
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Govt launches Rs 10,000 crore
‘Startup India FoF 2.0’ to boost
innovation ecosystem

FUND OF FUNDS 2.0 -

710,000 CRORE INITIATIVE

¥ gl

New Delhi, The
Centre on Monday
notified the Startup
India Fund of Funds
2.0 (FoF 2.0), an-
nouncing a fresh cor-
pus of Rs 10,000 crore
aimed at boosting
venture and growth
capital availability
for startups across
the country.

The move builds
on the performance
of the earlier Fund of
Funds for Startups
(FFS 1.0), which was
launched in 2016
under the Startup
India Action Plan to
bridge funding gaps
and catalyse domes-
tic capital in the
startup ecosystem.

Under the new
scheme, the Rs 10,000
crore corpus will be
deployed through
commitments to eli-
gible Alternative
Investment Funds
(AIF's) over the 16th
and 17th Finance
Commission cycles.

The government
expects the initiative
to deepen capital ac-

cess, especially for
emerging and high-
potential segments of
the startup ecosys-
tem.

The fund will pri-
oritise investments
in sectors such as
deep technology,
early growth-stage
startups backed by
smaller AIFs, and
technology-driven
and innovative man-
ufacturing ventures.

It will also support
sector-agnostic and
stage-agnostic start-
ups, ensuring a
broad-based ap-
proach to funding in-
novation.

A structured selec-
tion mechanism has
been put in place for
choosing AIFs. A
Venture Capital
Investment
Committee (VCIC),
comprising experi-
enced members from
the startup ecosys-
tem, will oversee the
screening process.

In addition, an
Empowered
Committee (EC) will

be constituted to
monitor the
scheme’s implemen-
tation and perform-
ance.

The framework
also includes provi-
sions for co-invest-
ment by the govern-
ment and institution-
al investors, with
safeguards to ensure
proper governance.

The Department
for Promotion of

Industry and
Internal Trade
(DPIIT) will issue de-

tailed operational
guidelines, including
the composition of

the VCIC, in due
course.
The Small

Industries
Development Bank
of India (SIDBI) has
been designated as
the primary
Implementation
Agency and will
begin operationalis-
ing the scheme from
the date of notifica-
tion.

The government
also plans to appoint
another domestic im-
plementation agency
to support execution.

Through FoF 2.0,
the government will
contribute to the cor-
pus of SEBI-regis-
tered AIFs, which in
turn will invest in
startups recognised
by the Centre.
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China’s trade incentives for Taiwan risk
politicising trade, national security

New Delhi, China’s announce-
ment of 10 “incentive measures”
for Taiwan may be an attempt to
blur the lines between politics
and business and the new
arrangement cannot surpass the
risk of sudden trade bans, a new
report has said.

The report from Taipei Times
said the incentives covering
sales of Taiwanese agricultural
and fishery products, invest-
ments in China and resumption
of travel to Taiwan comes with
political prerequisites.

"Such frameworks are not de-
signed to facilitate acceptance,
but rather to pressure the
Taiwanese government through
rejections," the report cited

Tunghai University Cross-Strait
Research Center deputy execu-
tive director Hung Pu-chao.

The announcement of incen-
tives followed a meeting between
Chinese Nationalist Party
Chairwoman Cheng Li-wun and
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing, according to the report.

International trade mecha-
nisms only typically require
quarantine standards to be met
for agricultural imports, but
China has imposed political de-
mands including adherence to
the so-called “1992 consensus”
and opposing “Taiwanese inde-
pendence,” Feng Chia University
international business professor
Yang Ming-hsien said.

The “1992 consensus,” refers
to a bogus understanding made
up in 2000, supposedly between
the KMT and the Chinese gov-
ernment, acknowledging “One
China,” the report said.

The new imposed political pre-
requisites for the agreement im-
plied that Taiwanese agricultur-
al products were rejected by
China only due to political rea-
sons, he said, adding that
chances for such arbitrary rejec-
tions continues.

Beijing might also require
Taiwanese enterprises to regis-
ter in China, leading those to in-
vest or establish local production
facilities in China, Yang said.

Further, the lack of an invest-

ment protection agreement be-
tween Taiwan and China, will
keep labour recruitment, profit
distribution and stakeholder in-
terests in liquidation remain un-
addressed, he added.

The professor also urged
Taiwan’s agricultural trade to
remain diversified across differ-
ent markets considering these
risks.

“The true objective of China’s
new policy is to sow division in
Taiwan by creating a narrative
that the government is obstruct-
ing exchanges and hindering de-
velopment,” the report cited
Hung.

It alleged China’s design as an
attempt at a diplomatic channel

that bypasses Taiwan’s demo-
cratically elected government.
The aim is a perception that any
political party willing to accept
China’s political framework can
serve as a vehicle for cross-strait
interaction, he added.

“If this perception is accepted
by other countries, it would im-
pact the government’s represen-
tation and leadership in cross-
strait affairs, and would become
a national security concern,” he
added.

Hung warned that infrastruc-
tural links from China to
Kinmen and Lienchiang (Matsu)
and resultant deeper connectivi-
ty could impact Taiwan’s gover-
nance and national security.

China stuck with lop-sided economy
as consumers ignored: Report

New Delhi, If China continues
pursuing productive grandeur
regardless of consumers’ prefer-
ences, the world’s leading indus-
trial nation will get stuck with a
lop-sided economy that becomes
ever harder to rebalance, accord-
ing to an article in The Wire, a
New York-headquartered global
digital magazine.

The article highlights that
while China’s "Marxist develop-
mentalist approach" cares about
demand too, it has to serve
“modern science, technology
and the means of production.”
Demand generated by building
factories, purchasing machin-
ery, constructing roads, and
adding data centers is therefore
prioritised over household con-
sumption.

It points out that China’s new
Five-Year Plan describes “boost-
ing domestic demand as the
strategic cornerstone.” But far
more prominently, it instructs
the party-state to pursue a full-
spectrum techno-industrial
transformation: upgrading tra-
ditional industries such as met-
als, textiles, and appliances;
strengthening emerging sectors
including electric vehicles, bat-
teries, and biomedicine; and ac-
celerating deployment of fron-
tier technologies like quantum
computing, fusion energy, and
embodied Al

To a Marxist developmental-
ist, individuals are workers be-
fore they are consumers. Their
capacity to consume must be
grounded in earned income

rather than fiscal redistribution.
The Five-Year Plan’s primary
prescription for boosting con-
sumption is therefore to raise
employment and compensation
from work, rather than building
the sort of welfare system econo-
mists outside China have long
urged on the government.

China’s heavy investment in
supply-side capacity has paid off
spectacularly. Its industrial
firms continue to move up the
value chain, its exports steadily
capture global markets, and its
tech companies increasingly set
global trends, the article ob-
serves.

However, despite these techno-
industrial triumphs, the eco-
nomic maladies Xi warned of
five years ago have only become

more entrenched.

China’s Marxist developmen-
talist policymakers may believe
that their relentless cultivation
of the country’s productive
forces will eventually set off a
positive feedback loop of indus-
trial transformation, skills up-
grading, rising incomes, and ex-
panding consumption.

Yet the danger is that a vicious
cycle instead takes hold, in
which chronic excess supply
crushes corporate profits, de-
presses wages and discourages
consumer spending — leading
Chinese companies to seek to ex-
port ever more to markets that
are becoming unwilling to ab-
sorb its excess capacity. The fixa-
tion on production may harden,
rather than dissolve, the eco-

nomic blockages that have so
concerned Xi, as the state and
the consumer do not always
have the same priorities, the ar-
ticle explains.

It cites the example of
Chinese state media publicising
2026 as the “auspicious inaugu-
ral year” for commercial space-
flight. In response to a central
government “action plan,” more
than 600 space companies have
emerged, several of them devel-
oping space tourism.

Chinese officials envision “an
era of mass consumption” of
space travel. But a population
grappling with job insecurity,
stagnating income and contract-
ing wealth is probably not going
to prioritize sightseeing in outer
space, the article laments.
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