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Delimitation threat to South: Bhatti 
Says T’gana govt is committed to social justice & demand for BC Sub-Plan is under consideration

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad 

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka said if  delimi-
tation of  constituencies is carried 
out based on the 2011 Census, it 
could put the very existence of  
southern States at risk. On Satur-
day, the deputy chief  minister at-
tended the bicentenary celebra-
tions of  Mahatma Jyotirao Phule 
at Ravindra Bharathi. 

Addressing the gathering, he 
said, “Delimitation based solely 
on the 2011 population data, with-
out caste census figures, could 
erode southern States’ political 
relevance and affect their repre-
sentation at the Centre,” adding 
that ignoring caste data would 
harm weaker sections and calling 

for a collective struggle to protect 
their rights. Vikramarka further 
said southern States are leading 
the way in driving social transfor-
mation and are collectively exert-
ing pressure on the Centre for eq-
uitable policies. 

He alleged the central govern-
ment has reduced the share of  tax 
revenues allocated to southern 
States as part of  a strategy to 
weaken them. Pointing out dispar-
ities in tax devolution, he said, 
“Telangana receives only 0.37 
paise for every one rupee contrib-
uted to the central government. 

Tamil Nadu receives 29 paise 
and Kerala receives 61 paise. In 
contrast, Bihar receives 6.53 and 
Uttar Pradesh receives 2.17 for eve-
ry rupee they contributed.”

Vikramarka said the State gov-
ernment has prioritised people-
centric budgeting, allocating sub-
stantial resources based on public 
needs. He warned that feudal forc-
es are attempting to regroup in the 

tate, fearing losses due to pro-peo-
ple policies, and called upon Bahu-
jans to unite and protect the Con-
gress government. He said, “The 
government is committed to social 
justice and will stand firm despite 
challenges. The demand for a BC 
Sub-Plan is under consideration, 
similar to the already implement-
ed SC and ST Sub-Plan Acts.”

Recalling that the Telangana As-
sembly has unanimously passed a 
Bill providing 42% reservations 
for the Backward Classes (BCs) in 
education, employment and local 
bodies, he said the Bill has been 
sent to the Centre and is currently 
pending approval. Vikramarka 
urged the Centre to approve the 
Bill so that policies based on caste 
census data can be implemented.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat inaugurates  
Hedgewar memorial in Nizamabad dist
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

RSS chief  Mohan Bhagwat on Sat-
urday inaugurated the Sri Keshav 
Spoorti Mandir at Kandakurthi 
village in Nizamabad district of  
Telangana. The temple, dedicated 
to RSS founder Keshav Baliram 
Hedgewar, has been developed as 
a memorial and inspiration centre 
reflecting his life, vision and 
contributions. 

Located in Hedgewar’s ancestral 
village, the mandir has been con-

structed at an estimated cost of  
`10 crore on three acres of  land. 
The project was executed under 
t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  S ev a 
Bharathi. 

The two-storey structure houses 
a statue of  Hedgewar, an idol of  
Bharat Mata, and a curated gal-
lery featuring rare photographs, 
personal memorabilia and archi-
val material linked to the founding 
of  the RSS and Hedgewar’s role in 
it. Addressing the gathering, 
Bhagwat recalled that the idea of  

constructing a temple in memory 
of  Hedgewar was first proposed by 
RSS members 32 years ago on 
April 11. He noted that the inaugu-
ration also took place on the same 
date, calling it a moment of  fulfil-
ment for the organisation.

Elaborating on Hedgewar’s leg-
acy, Bhagwat drew a parallel with 
Garuda, who fought for his mother 
Vinata’s freedom. He said that just 
as Garuda liberated his mother, 
Hedgewar dedicated his life to the 
service of  the motherland, 

Mahanadi 
tribunal gets 
extension till 
Jan 13, 2027
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE Centre has extended 
the tenure of  Mahanadi Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal till 
January 13, 2027, providing 
additional time for hear-
ings, technical evaluations 
and efforts toward an ami-
cable resolution of  the long-
standing river dispute be-
t w e e n  O d i s h a  a n d 
Chhattisgarh.

The Jal Shakti ministry 
through a gazette notifica-
tion on Friday extended the 
tenure of  the tribunal, 
which was set to end on 
April 14, by another nine 
months following requests 
from the two States. 

Advocate general of  Odi-
sha Pitambar Achrya along 
with principal secretary of  
Water Resources depart-
ment Shubha Sharma ap-
peared before the tribunal 
on Saturday. 

Acharya told media per-
sons that the next hearing 
is scheduled for April 20. He 
said that a high-level meet-
ing between the chief  min-
isters of  Odisha and Chhat-
tisgarh under the mediation 
of  the central government 
is likely soon. The dispute 
can finally be resolved. 

A 34-year-old man was arrested on Saturday  
for allegedly killing his elder brother following  
a drunken brawl over a domestic issue at 
Vedaranyam in Chennai. Police registered a case

MAN KILLS 
BROTHER

e-cigarettes worth `34L 
seized, three arrested 
Hyderabad: The Commissioner’s Task 
Force (Khairatabad Zone), in 
coordination with Nampally police, 
apprehended three persons and 
seized 999 banned e-cigarettes 
worth `34.03 lakh. Acting on credible 
information, police conducted a raid 
near Bazarghat under Nampally 
police station limits on Friday. During 
the operation, Mohammed Ahmed 
(36), a salesman, was caught while 
attempting to deliver 180 
e-cigarettes on a two-wheeler. 
Another accused, Mohammed Aszad 
Raza (30), taken into custody
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