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INLINEwithits internationalcommit-
mentstograduallyphase-downproduc-
tionofplanet-warminghydrofluorocar-
bons (HFCs), the Government has
directedallstateandCentralauthorities
to stop granting environmental clear-
ancesforneworadditionalHFCproduc-
tionbeyondDecember 31, 2027. Those
applyingbefore thedeadlinewill need
tosubmitanundertakingguaranteeing
thattheirplantwillbefullyoperational,
including commencement of produc-
tion,onorbeforeDecember31,2027.
TheEnvironmentMinistrydirective

in this regard was issued on April 1
through officememorandum to State
LevelEnvironmentImpactAssessment
AuthoritiesandExpertAppraisalCom-
mittees at Central level. It said that no
fresh environmental clearances (EC)
under Environment ImpactNotifica-
tionshallbegrantedforHFCproduction
projects.Indiaisapartytothelandmark
Montreal Protocol of 1989whichwas
brought to tackle ozone depletion
throughphase-outofCFCs,withacom-
pletebanfrom2010.
Laterin2021,IndiaratifiedtheKigali

amendment to the protocol, which
adopted a plan to phase-down con-

trolled applications ofHFCs thatwere
beingused as a replacement for CFCs.
This landmarkamendment to thepro-
tocol was agreed upon in Kigali,
Rwanda, in2016.
India has agreed to a phase-down

schedulefromJanuary1,2028,onwards,
whichwill see 10per cent reduction in
HFCsby2032risingupto85percentby
2047.
TheCentresaid inviewof theJanu-

ary1,2028,freezedate, itwasnecessary
toputinplaceamechanismtoregulate
andprogressively reduceHFCproduc-
tion tomeet India’s international com-
mitments. “Accordingly, no additional
HFCproductioncapacityshouldbeper-
mittedbeyond31.12.2027,” thememor-
andumstated.
Theministry’smemorandumstated

that the phase-down targetswould be
implemented through appropriate
regulatory mechanisms, including
amendment of the Ozone Depleting
SubstancesRules,2000.
Thiswill be toalign itwith theHFC

phase-downscheduleunder theKigali
Amendment,prohibitiononsettingup
ofneworexpansionofHFCproduction
capacityforcontrolledapplicationafter
the freeze date of January 1, 2028, and
implementationof appropriate frame-
workpermittingHFCproduction.

Nonewclearances for
productionof refrigerant
gases after 2027:Centre

NarayananS
Kochi,April9

THEHIGHceilings, glossy floorand
reflectinglightsgivetheglass-walled
loungeof theKeralaStartupMission
(KSUM)inKochiacontemporaryfeel.
Conversations unfold in small
clusters: techies discuss prototypes,
fundingpitches,andhiringplans,as
laptops flickerwithover cupsof cof-
fee.
Kerala’smuch-talked-about star-

tup ecosystemnowappears on firm
ground. The state is home to over
8,000 startups that have generated
75,000 jobs in the last decade, as per
KSUM. This comes at a timewhen
educated unemployment inKerala
has declined: from around 5.3% in
2020-21to4.4%in2023-24,according
to the latest Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) data. The rate has,
however, remainedhigher than the
national average, which fell from
about 3.8% to 3.1% over the same
period.
AheadoftheAssemblypolls,star-

tups emerged as a key plank in
parties’ narratives centred around
employment. State IndustriesMin-
ister P Rajeev said the government
has been supporting entrepreneur-
ship through several programmes
likeMakerVillage,anelectronichard-
ware incubator; innovation zones;
and a fund-of-funds scheme to im-
proveaccesstocapital.
TherulingLeftDemocraticFront

(LDF)’selectionpromisesincludeex-
panding skill training, facilitating
campusplacements and increasing
the share ofmanufacturing through
industrialcorridors.TheLDFhaspro-
posedinterest-freeloansandincuba-
tionsupporttopromotestartupsand
jobcreation.
Initsmanifesto,theCongress-led

UnitedDemocratic Front (UDF)has
alsoproposedinterest-freeloansofup
toRs5 lakhforentrepreneursandfi-
nancialsupportforMSMEs.
LeaderofOppositionVDSathee-

san,however,hasquestionedthegov-
ernment’s claims. “The valuationof
the startup ecosystem inKeralawas

not grounded in reality,” he said last
year,notingthatthestate’scontribu-
tion to the national GDP has re-
mainedunchangedat3.8%.

Thenextsteps
“The startup scene has come of

age inKerala,” saysKNHarilal, pro-
fessorattheCentreforDevelopment
Studies (CDS) inThiruvananthapu-
ram.Hepointstoabroadersocialac-
ceptanceof entrepreneurship. “This
caneasilybeunderstoodfromtheac-
ceptance up-and-coming business-
peoplehaveinthematrimonialmar-
ket.Earlier,everyonewaslookingfor
apersonwithastable job.”
But scaling remains a challenge.

While the number of companies
launched is increasing,many have
not grown into large, sustainable
businesses.Despiteattractingaround
Rs6,200crore infunding,according
to theKSUM, some founders say ac-
cesstolargerpoolsofcapitalremains
limited comparedwith established
hubs such as Bengaluru. The eco-
system,theysay,supportsearly-stage
experimentation, but thins as com-
panies grow.While networking op-
portunitiesexist,founderslackmen-
tors with experience in building
companies, theyadd.
Partofthechallengealsoliesinthe

natureoftheideas.Manystartupsare
built aroundniche or problem-spe-
cificsolutionsthatdonoteasilytrans-
late into large, revenue-generating

businesses.AKochi-basedentrepre-
neurwholaunchedaremarriageplat-
formfoundthatwhileuserssignedup
readily,convertingthemintopaying
customersprovedfarmoredifficult.
KSUMCEOAnoopAmbika says

theagencyhadintroducedinitiatives
to address issues such as growth-
stage funding,market access, and
regulatory bottlenecks. “In 2025
alone,more than 80 procurements
were facilitated fromstartupsacross
government departments, amount-
ingtooverRs12crore,”hesays.

Aparadox
Thestate’sdependenceonremit-

tances has influenced both invest-
ment patterns and risk-taking, says
International Institute ofMigration
and Development chair S Irudaya
Rajan.Muchof the remittances his-
toricallyflowedintohousingandgold
rather than job-generating enter-
prises, resulting in a paradox:while
people fromKerala built successful
businessesoutsidethestate,farfewer
havedonesoathome.Thisparadox,
Rajansays, isalso rooted insocialat-
titudes. “Fromayoungage,children
are encouraged topursue secure ca-
reers,”hesays.
Rajan points to changing global

conditions–tightervisaregimesand
economicuncertainties – that could
alterthistrajectoryinKerala’sfavour.
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CanKerala startups
overcomescalinghurdle?
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A DELHI court on Thursday
granted six days of interimbail
to2020DelhiriotsaccusedKha-
lid Saifi to attend family func-
tionsscheduledthismonth.
Additional Sessions Judge

SameerBajpaiwashearing the
bailapplicationfiledbySaifi,the
founderofUnitedAgainstHate,
seeking twoweeks of interim
bail to attendweddings of his
nieceandnephewandallowed
his plea to attend the family
functions. Inanorder,thecourt
said, "The Barat andNikah of
thenephewoftheapplicantwill
takeplaceonApril16,2026,and
theNikah of the niece and re-
ception of both his niece and
nephewwillbeonApril19,2026,
and as these functions are im-
portant, thecourtcangrant the
desiredrelieftotheapplicantfor
attendingthesefunctionsonly."
Opposing the application,

Special Public ProsecutorAni-
rudhMishrasubmittedthatthe
accusedhasbeenmisusing the
processofcourtbyseekingrelief
onthesamegrounds.
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