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BJP demands rollback 
of Rs 5 fuel cess in HP
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The BJP on Tuesday asked 
the Congress government in 
Himachal Pradesh to roll 
back the Rs 5 cess on fuel, 
calling the measure "anti-
common man", and alleged 
that it will extract over Rs 
1,000 crore annually from 
the public through in-
creased VAT and the addi-
tional cess. 

Referring to the Congress' 
pre-poll promises of finan-
cial doles, the saffron party 
also attacked Rahul Gandhi, 
saying his "khatakhat 
model" of governance has 

burdened the common 
people with repeated tax 
hikes. 

The party claimed the 
new cess will directly im-
pact every household al-
ready struggling with rising 
costs. 

"Before the Assembly 
elections, Rahul Gandhi ji 
and Priyanka ji came to Hi-
machal with a 'khatakhat, 
khatakhat' model.  

But it has turned out to be 
such a flawed model that the 
condition of Himachal has 
deteriorated badly," BJP MP 
Anurag Thakur told re-
porters inside Parliament 
House complex here. 

Kuki SoO groups 
dissolve after 
peace pact 
Digjyoti Lahkar  
GUWAHATI 

The Kuki Suspension of Op-
erations (SoO) groups in 
Assam on Tuesday an-
nounced the dissolution of 
their constituent organisa-
tions — the Kuki Revolution-
ary Army (KRA), United Kuki 
Defence Army (UKDA) and 
Kuki Liberation Army/Kuki 
Liberation Organisation 
(KLA/KLO) — marking a key 
step towards lasting peace in 
the region. 

The groups thanked the 
Centre and the Assam gov-
ernment for sustained dia-
logue and peace-building 
efforts that led to the signing 
of a Memorandum of Settle-
ment on March 15. They de-
scribed the agreement as a 
milestone in the journey to-
wards stability. 

“In accordance with the 
provisions of the settlement, 
the KRA, UKDA and 
KLA/KLO stand officially dis-
solved with immediate effect,” 
the statement said, adding 
that all affiliated units were 
disbanded from March 23. 


