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‘String’ of mishaps continues in
Sangam city, no arrests so far

Kenneth John
kenneth john@partner htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ Despite repeated
police directives to curb the sale
of banned kite nylon strings, the
deadly manjha menace contin-
ues unabated in the Sangam city.
In the last two days, two com-
muters narrowly escaped death
in separate incidents after being
injured by the banned string,
bringing the tally of victims to
over 24 in the last two months.
However, the district police
have yet to arrest even a single
seller of the prohibited string,
commonly referred to as “Chi-
nese Manjha,” despite conduct-
ing a three-day intensive check-
ing drive in the district between

February 9 and 12.
Meanwhile, police commis-
sioner Joginder Kumar

expressed his commitment to
prevent anyone from selling or
using the deadly string. “All
police stations have been

CITY STRUGGLES WITH

MANJHA MISHAPS

@0ver two dozen peoplein
Prayagraj injured by banned
kite string in last two
months

@ Despite repeated checks and
anintensive drive, no arrest
made so far

e Multiple incidents reported
from Attarsuiya, Meerapur,
Mutthiganj and Kydganj
areas

eBanned string allegedly
brought in from Jaunpur

instructed to ensure a complete
ban on the storage, sale and use
of the banned manjha. Anyone
found doing so will be dealt with
strictly as per law,” he added.
DCP (city) Manish Shandilya
said that efforts were being
made to keep a strict vigil on the
sale and use of the banned string
butno arrest had been made in

Klle shopsin the city allegedly s
toknown customers

this context so far.

In the first of the two back-to-
back incidents, a young man
Sahil from Purani Jhunsi nar-
rowly escaped death after the
sharp kite string left a deep cut
in his throat while he was riding
a motorcycle to shop for his
wedding near Ewing Christian
College on March 30. He was

elling banned kite string only
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rushed to a hospital and received
eight stitches.

Similarly, the next day (March
31), Manoj Mishra of Karelabagh
also gota new lease on life after
surviving a gash on his throat
while riding a two-wheeler. He
required nine stitches. Multiple
such incidents occurred within
thelast two monthsin areas like

Attarsuiya, Meerapur, Mutthi-
ganj, Kydganj, Gaughat, Kalyani
Devi, Jhunsi, and Daraganj,
where people suffered severe
injuries.

A source in one of the nearly
three dozen flying clubs in the
city revealed that the kite string
‘was being brought in from Jaun-
pur and supplied to different
parts of the district. “Owing toa
significant profit margin in sell-
ing the banned kite string, many
kite shops are still allegedly sell-
ing t, though not openly, around
the Sangam area including Dara-
ga.nj, Jhunsi, Kydganj, Bairahna,
etc,” he claimed.

Chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath recently termed any loss of
life caused by the banned kite
string “no less than murder” and
ordered a statewide crackdown.
Likewise, the Allahabad high
court also recently directed the
state government to effectively
check the manufacturing, sale
and use of the banned string.

Leopard killed after being hit by
speeding truck on nat’l highway

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: A male leopard was
killed late Wednesday night in
the Manda area of Prayagraj's
trans-Yamuna region after being
hit by a speeding truck on
National Highway 76 near Digh-
iya Bazaar.

According to reports, the
leopard came onto the highway
from the direction of a nearby
railway track and was trying to
cross the road when a speeding
truck heading toward Mirzapur
hit the animal around 12:40 am.
The impact was severe, leading
to the leopard’s death on the
spot, officials said.

Upon receiving information,
the Manda police and the Police
Response Vehicle (PRV) 112 team
promptly reached the spot. Digh-
iya police outpost in-charge SI
Vicky Gupta, along with police
personnel, secured the area and
informed the forest department.

Carcass of the leopard and
officials at the accidentsite  HT

A team from the Meja forest
range, including forest inspector
Ashutosh Singh and Ramchan-
dra, arrived at the scene and
took the leopard’s body in cus-
tody. The forest department later
confirmed that a postmortem
examination of the animal was
conducted on Thursday morn-
ing, followed by its last rites.

Authorities are investigating
the circumstances surrounding
the accident and have urged
drivers to exercise caution, espe-

THE LEOPARD
CAME ONTO THE
HIGHWAY FROM
THE DIRECTION OF
ANEARBY RAILWAY
TRACKND WAS
TRYING TO CROSS
THE ROAD

cially near forested zones.

The incident drew significant
interest among local residents as
news of the leopard’s presence
spread quickly. A large crowd
gathered at the scene after the
animal was found dead on the
road.

Locals expressed relief over
the leopard's death, noting that
with a nearby school and regular
mornin of children,

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com
PRAYAGRAJ: Two men wanted in
a fraud and snatching case
were apprehended by police
following an encounter near
the Narsinghgarh Canal Bridge
in the Delhupur area of Pratap-

Two criminals nabbed
during police encounter

POLICE IDENTIFIED
THE INJURED
SUSPECT AS VIPIN
KUMAR NISHAD

In retaliatory firing, one of the
accused was shot in the left leg
and

{ HCTO STATE POLICE }

‘Act against honeytrap

extortion gangs’

Jitendra Sarin
letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad
High Court has directed the state
police to act against the gangs
allegedly using women to hon-
eytrap men to extort money
from them.

While hearing a writ petition
filed by one Fojiya, a division
bench comprising Justice JJ
Munir and Justice Tarun Saxena
in a March 30 order said such
matters disclose a very perni-
cious state of affairs in the soci-
ety. “This is a very serious mat-
ter,” the court said while refus-
ing to entertain a plea seeking
quashing of an extortion case
against five people, including
some policemen, accused of
honeytrap bya man.

The court said the case
requires a thorough investiga-
tion by the inspector general of
police of the Meerut zone. It
added that the police chiefs in
districts must be alerted to
remain aware about such gangs
operating in their areas.

“He shall alert the entire dis-
trict police chiefs in the zone to
maintain strict vigil, if a gang of
this kind is operating, or other
gangs are also operating, black-
mailing innocent people by util-
izing women for springing a
honey trap, or in some other
way, bringing about the same
results. If offences like these are
permitted to continue, it would
become difficult to live in a
decent world,” the court added.

In the case registered by Bij-
nor Police, the complainant
alleged that after he had sex with
awoman at a hotel in Bijnor, he

garh district late Ly
night.

During the exchange of fire,
one of the suspects sustained a
bullet injury to his left leg, while
his associate was arrested on the
spot, police said.

According to officials, the
incident occurred around
2.30am when a police team, led
by station house officer Atul
Yadav and sub-inspectors Viren-
dra Kumar, Sandeep Tiwari, and
Ramcsh Tiwari, was conducting

farmers, and commuters, the sit-
uation could have turned
dangerous had the animal sur-
vived.

'k near the bridge.

The team signalled two men on a
motorcycle to stop, but the sus-
pects allegedly opened fire in an
attempt to flee.

da 3iTm agier Bank of 02 Sale Notic
VARANAS ion Properties APPENDIX- IV-A
W Brwaa St Bawan, Noar POR Mal, La Road, Varanesi {See Proviso to Rule 8(6)

-mall ; sarvar@bankofharod: read with Rule 9(1)}

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) read with Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement)

Rules, 2002,

Notice is hereby given public in g to egal Heir(s) that the & it

immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbollc Possession of which has been taken by the

Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda (Secured Creditor) will be sold on "As is where " , "As is whatis" and "Whatever there s"

basis through E-Auction for recovery of dues in below mentioned accounts. The details of Bomower(s) Guarantor(s)Legal

IS | Assets/Dy Pri MD and Bid I -

2026, 02:00 PM to 06:00 PM
Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) shall be paid online through NEFT/Transfer after generation of Challan
baanknet.com on or before 23.04.2026

S| Name & Address of Descnpmm of the Immovable Reserve | St of | opary

No Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/ roperties with Total Dues | Price/EMD/BId | umbolic/ | Inspection

| Legal Heir(s) known encumbrances, if any i Physical) |Date & Time|

1. [Borrower : MJs Vi and & Building bearing House No. D| Rs. Rs. | Symbolic | 22002028
Traders 59/165-1, Area 900 sq.ft. Mohallal 1,24,88,953.21/- | 69,30,000/- Time

egi office : K 46/17, Pargana Dehat Amanat, Ward| + interest from ~[RSrvePrico) Between
Visheswarganj. Varanasi|Dashsawamedh, District Varanasi in the| date 695500 02:00 PM|
221001 + Mr. Madan L N 0T M Madan Lal Jaiswal. 02.04.2024 (EMD) o
it - Madan La Sale Deed - East : House| + other expenses [Rs, 25,000/~ 05:00 PM|
A ddvess : D 50/165-1,|of Munni Lal , West : House of Sukkhul(minus amount, if| (Bid increase
(Govind Nagar, Shivpurwa,|House No. D 59/165-2. North : House offany. paid after the| - Amount)
Mahmoorganj, Varanasi|Phanni, Mohan & other, South : Lane 8 ft.| issuance of
21010 wide. Demand Notice)

2. |[Borrower : M/s Shree|Allthat part & parcel of immovable property| X Rs. | Symbolic | 22002005
Indian Pharma located at House No. CK 65/377-S Area| 87,65,118.01/~ | 27,25.000/- Time
Registered Address : K-|266.06 sq.ft. i.e. 24.73 sq.mtr. covered Area| + interest from | *W“""“‘ Between
61/144, Saptsagar Mukund{97 70 (215,50 sq.ft. i.e. 20 sq.mtr. on| late 1.72_50,,/_ 02:00 PM|
Niketan, Varanasi  221001)g0und floor + 82.5 sq.ft. ic. 7.67 sqmer.| 09.01.2023 EMD) to
B Sanjay|fitst floon) situated at Mohalla Badi Piyari,| * other expenses | . 10,0007~ 05:00 PM|
Km‘:m Keshari s/o. o | Ward Chetganj, City Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh|(minus amount, if | (Bid increase,

q any, paid after the[ Amount)
Radheyshyam Keshri property is in the name of Mr. Sanjay|0Y: P "
Registered Address : CK-|Kumar Keshari s/o Mr. Radheyshyam| _issuance of
65351 Mohalla Badi Piyari,| Keshari and Mr. Anil Kumar Kasera s/o| Demand Notice)
Chetganj, Varanasi 221001 [Mr. Nand Lal Kasera.
Uttar Pradesh Boundaries - East : Close Lane Pathhar|
Guarantor : Mr. Anil Kumar| Chowka 4ft. wide, West : House of Ram Ji
E:sm s/o Mr. Nandlal|vaday, North : House No. CK 65/377,
asera . K 65/377-S-
adaress : CK 65231, Bad] f“:"é}e'NoP?,gsgs g';’., u; (R O
Borrower : (1) Mr. Ved| ATl that part & parcel oFmmmovable property] Rs. Symbolic [22:04.2026
Prakash s/o Mr. Gayalconsisting of Residential Land & Building| 62,81,896.53/- | 704 “0 “'W- ime
Prasad (2) Mrs. Rinulsiuated at Arazi no. 2874 K, Area 253.00( = interest from [(SRelied Between
Thakur w/o Mr. Ved|sqmtr. i.e. 2.00 Biswa, Village Billj late ey 02:00 PM
':;;"“" fhoth : House No | Markundi. Pargana Agor. Tehiil Obre, SRO| — 07.05.2024 (EMD) o
s Nager Oba|OPra. District Sonbhadra 231219 Uttar + other expenses [Rs. 25,0007~ [EELY
uman Nagar, OPra) pradesh in the name of Mr. Ved Prakash sfo|(minus amount, if| (Bid increase

Parshoi, Sonbhadra, 231219 anv. paid after the| ~ Amount)
Uttar Pradsh. Mr. Gaya Prasad. 20, paid after the

Boundaries : East : Rest Land of Seller in| _ issuance of

which open Gali width 1000 ft., West : Land| Demand Notice)

of Scller, North : Boundary Wall of Vikas|

i South: Road 15.00 .

4 [Borrower : Mrs. Raj|All that part & parcel of immoveable] Rs. Symbolc | 2200202
Kumari Devi w/o Mr. Ratan|property consisting of Land & Building| 25,02,314.00/- Time
Shah situated at Arazi No. 4208 Kh Area 126.55q.| + interest from = Between
(Co-Borrower : (1) Mr. Vijay| mtr. i.c. 0.01265 Hectare at Village Bili jate 242700/~ 02:00 PM|
Shah s/o Ratan Shah (2) Mr.| Markundi. Pargana Agori, Tehsil Obra| 21.10.2024 (EMD) o
Ajay Kumar Shah s/o Mr.District Sonbhadra 231219 Uttar Pradesh in| + other expenses [Rs. 10,000/~ 05:00 PM|
Ratan Shah the Name of Mrs. Raj Kumari Devi w/o|(minus amount, if|(Bid increase|
Address of All: House No. 3+ Mr. Ratan Shah. any, paid after the[ Amount)

D-4, Bagal Ki Jhopadi Before| Boundaries : East : Land of Ramrati Devi,| issuance of
Club No. 01, Ward No. 02,(West : Land of Sangita Devi, North : Land| Demand Notice)
Obra, Parshoi, Sonbhadra-[of Seller, South : Proposed Kachha Rastal
231219 Uttar Pradesh. 10.00 ft. wide.
[For detailed terms and ditions uf lhe sa\e please refer to the Tink provided in Bank of Baroda (Secured Creditor’s) website i.e.
b m. Also the prospective bidders may contact the Authorised Officer on|
rvarf,bankoﬂumda com
Sd/-Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda

He was immediately taken to a
medical college for treatment,
while the second suspect was
arrested at the scene, said addi-
tional superintendent of police
(East) Shailendra Lal.

Police identified the injured
suspect as Vipin Kumar Nishad,
aresident of Mawaiya under the
Industrial Police Station area of
Prayagraj. His associate, Raju
Nishad, hails from Khiri Itwak-
ala in Prayagraj.

“The duo was wanted in con-
nection with a March 9 incident,
in which they allegedly duped
Paras Nath Tiwari, a resident of
Kharwai village in Delhupur, of
320,000 on the pretext of seek-
ing change for a 3500 note. They
were identified through CCTV
footage, and a search operation
had been ongoing since then,”
officials said.

ASP (East) Shailendra Lal con-
firmed that both men were
involved in the fraud case. One
has been sent to jail, while the
injured suspect remains under
treatment.

was by the accused.

HT C

HC dismisses election petition
against Rampur SP MP

records and electoral rolls.

letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad
high court has dismissed an
election petition filed
against Samajwadi Party MP
Mohibullah Nadvi, who was
elected from Uttar Pradesh’s
Rampur constituency, hold-
ing that it disclosed no cause
of action.

Justice CK Rai rejected
the petition filed by BJP can-
didate Ghanshyam Singh
Lodhi, observing that the
plea failed to establish
grounds for challenging the
election.

Lodhi had alleged corrupt
practices under Section
123(7) of The Representation
of the People Act, 1951, and
improper acceptance of
Nadvi’s nomination papers,
claiming  discrepancies
between his name in PAN

however,
moved an application under
Order 7 Rule 11 of Civil Pro-
cedure Code, seeking dis-
missal of the petition on the
ground that it did not dis-
close any cause of action.

He submitted that he had
filed an affidavit before the
Election Commission in this
regard in the year 2024 clari-
fying the issue, and denied
any corrupt practice under
Section 123 (7) of The Repre-
sentation of People Act, 1951.

In its order dated March
31, the court dismissed the
election petition while
observing, “Considering the
aforementioned facts and
circumstances of the case,
the application under Order
7 Rule 1l of C.P.C. is allowed
and election petition is dis-
missed for non-disclosure of
any cause of action.”

Some video clips had allegedly
been recorded by the woman, as
per the police case. He said the
accused demanded between Rs
8-10 lakh to settle the matter.
However, the complainant
reported the matter to the police,
leading to registration of a first
information report (FIR). The
accused then approached the
high court by filing this writ peti-
tion and sought quashing of the
FIR. However, the court termed
the case serious and refused to

entertain the plea. Then, the
counsel for petitioners withdrew
the petition.

“This petition is dismissed as
withdrawn, but not without the
directions that we have made
above,” the court said in the
order. The court directed that
the order be communicated to
the state director general of
police, the IG, Meerut zone and
the additional chief secretary
(home), government of Uttar
Pradesh, Lucknow.

{ UPESSC }

Special cell formed to curb rumours

HT Correspondent

can be made until May 1. The
tobe

action, and prevent the spread of

letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: The Uttar Pradesh
Education Service Selection
Commission (UPESSC) has con-
stituted a special cell to curb
rumours and misinformation
related to its functioning.

The initiative aims to safe-
guard the institution’s credibility
and ensure strict action against
those ible for

is
held from July 2 to July 4.

UPESSC deputy secretary and
PRO Sanjay Kumar Singh said
the commission has taken note
of attempts by certain anti-social
elements to tarnish its image
by spreading baseless and mis-
leading rumours. In response, a
dedicated cell has been set up to
verify such claims and initiate

false information, officials said.
The move comes close on the
heels of the commission initiat-
ing the online application proc-
ess for UP-TET 2026. Registra-
tion, application submission,
and fee payment will remain
open until April 26, while cor-
rections and final fee settlement

Computer teacher
recruitment exam on
April 5

PRAYAGRAJ: The
preliminary examination
for computer teachers
under the LT Grade
(Assistant Teacher, Trained
Graduate) recruitment in
government secondary
schools will be held on
April 5, from 9:30 am to
11:30 am. Eight months after
the advertisement was
released on July 28,2025,
the UPPSC s set to conduct
the exam at 160 centers
across six districts:
Prayagraj, Gorakhpur,
Kanpur Nagar, Meerut,
Lucknow, and Varanasi. A
total of 70,496 candidates
have applied for the
recruitment of 1,056
computer teacher posts.

Advanced VLSI Lab
inaugurated at UIT
PRAYAGRAJ: The United
Institute of Technology
(UIT), Naini, on Thursday
inaugurated its state-of-the-
artvery large scale
integration (VLSI) lab,
aimed at providing students
with hands-on experience
in integrated circuit (IC)
design using Cadence tools.
The lab was established in
collaboration with
Trellisign Technologies
Private Limited, Bangalore,
said Satpal Gulati, vice-
chairman of the United
Group of Institutions (UGI).
UGI president Jagdish
Gulati, senior VP Gaurav
Gulati, and representatives
from Trellisign
Technologies, including SK
Agarwal, along with
principals and other
distinguished dignitaries,
were present.

Series of Al trainings
tobe held
VARANASI: A series of three
academic and skill-oriented
programmes will be
organised at Rajiv Gandhi
South Campus (RGSC),
Barkachha in Mirzapur, on
April 6 and 7,2026. These
initiatives aim to enhance
within the

legal ings against offend-

ers.

Officials explained that the
newly formed cell will collect
relevant information and coordi-
nate closely with security agen-
cies to conduct fact-based inves-
tigations. This collaboration will
help identify those involved,
facilitate appropriate legal

The commission has appealed
to the public not to believe or
share unverified information on
social media or other platforms.
Citizens have been advised to
confirm updates through the
official bsite
(www.upessc.up.gov.in) or the
commission’s social media han-
dle on X (@upesscprayagraj).

Additionally, people have
been encouraged to report any
suspicious or doubtful informa-
tion to the commission and act
asresponsible citizens. The dep-
uty secretary emphasised that
the commission takes such mat-
ters seriously and is committed
to taking strict action against
those found guilty.

{ AS UP BOARD SEEKS TO CURB MALPRACTICE }
List of recognised
schools goes public

K Sandeep Kumar
ksandeep kumar@livehindustan com

PRAYAGRAJ The Uttar Pradesh
ik Shiksha Parishad

university community in
the domains of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and
essential life-saving skills,
thereby fostering
responsible, skilled, and
future-ready citizens.

Man duped of Rs 25
lakh in property
deal, case registered
on court orders

PRAYAGRAJ: A man from
Sakadha village was
allegedly duped of Rs 25
lakh after a fraudster sold
him land that belonged to
someone else in
Kaushambi. Acting on the
direction of a court, Pipri
police have now registered
acase and begun an
investigation.

According to the
complaint, Salman Ahmed,
resident of Sakadha village
under Kokhraj police
station limits in
Kaushambi, had entered
into a land deal with the
accused Junail Abideen
Khan, a resident of Haveliya
(Purani Jhusi) in Prayagraj.

The accused claimed that
he owned a plot of land in
Dhanni village of Chail
tehsil and received Rs 25
lakh from the victim in
exchange for the
land.However the land was
not mutated in Salman

Ahmed’s name. HTC

(UP Board) has uploaded a com-
prehensive list of all recognised
secondary schools on its official
website (https://upmsp.edu.in/)
for the first time. Officials said
the move is aimed at enhancing
transparency and curbing aca-
demic malpractice.

According to UP Board secre-
tary Bhagwati Singh, the dis-
trict-wise database includes
details of over 29,000 affiliated
institutions across all 75 dis-
tricts. A total of 29,208 second-
ary schools have been listed. Of
these, 10,295 are recognised up
to the High School level, while
18,913 offer education up to the
Intermediate level.

The board has also specified
the subjects each Intermediate-
level school is authorised to
teach, aimed at improving
accountability within the educa-
tion system.

The development comes
against the backdrop of wide-
spread irregularities in the sec-
tor. In several districts, many
schools continue to operate
without official recognition.
While these institutions con-
duct classes throughout the
year, they often get their stu-
dents’ examination forms proc-
essed through recognised
schools.

Some Intermediate colleges
have also been found admitting
students in unauthorised sub-
jects and relying on recognised
schools for exam processing,
affecting education quality.

Officials said such proxy
ar have been a key

UP Board headquartersin
Prayagraj FILE

THE BOARD HAS
ALSO SPECIFIED
THE SUBJECTS
EACH
INTERMEDIATE-
LEVEL SCHOOL IS
AUTHORISED TO
TEACH

concern.

Education experts welcomed
the move, saying public access
to the data would help parents
make informed choices and
deter dubious institutions. They
added that regular updates and
strict district-level enforcement
would be crucial for its long-
term impact.

Earlier, secondary education
director Mahendra Devand UP
Board secretary Bhagwati Singh
had directed district inspectors
of schools to take action against
unauthorised institutions. How-
ever, enforcement remained
weak in several districts.

‘With the list now public, par-
ents can verify schools’ recogni-
tion status. Officials asserted
that the initiative is expected to
expose fraudulent institutions
and improve transparency in
the system.



