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LoP, SUKHU TRADE BARBS OVER HIMCARE SCHEME

Uterus surgeries on men, expired lens
implant during BJP tenure, says CM

Himachal govt mulling

Jai Ram Thakur terms figures
presented by CM as misleading,
demands probe by aHCjudge

Express News Service
Shimla, March 27

AN INTERNAL audit has
found thatbills were generated
for “uterus operation on male
patients” while expired lenses
were implanted on cataract pa-
tients under the Himcare
scheme under the previous
BJP-led regime in Himachal
Pradesh, promptinga vigilance
probe, Chief  Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu told
the Vidhan Sabha on Friday.
The House witnessed a

presented by Sukhu in the
House. CM had claimed that a
Rs 1,100-crore scam was de-
tected inthe Himcarescheme,
Thakur said. The LoP said that
official figures show that Rs 441
crore was spent on the Him-
care scheme during the BJP
government’s tenure. "So how
can a scam of Rs 1,100 crore
surface?,” he asked.

He questioned on what
basis the chief minister came
to a conclusion and made the
allegation about Rs 1,100 crore
scam when investigations are

heated of

the question hourt when
Leader of Opposition Jai Ram
‘Thakur raised the issue of Him-
careand accused Sukhu of tar-
nishing the BJP’s image by
presenting wrong figures and
shutting down the scheme
through a “well-planned con-
spiracy”. CM Sukhu, however,
stood his ground and said that
strict action will taken against
those found guilty after inves-
tigation.

The Himcare scheme was
launched by the previous Tha-
kur-led BJP government.
‘Under the scheme, free health-
care services are offered to
those from the low-income
groups who are not covered
under the Ayushman Bharat
‘Yojana or Jan Arogya Yojana.

Raising the issue, Thakur
questioned the figures earlier

yettobe 1. He further
said reports have been pub-
lished in newspapers withaRs
1,100 crore scam headline and
demanded an apology from
the chief minister.

He further said that Con-
gress government was pending
an average amount of Rs
14,000 per patient as compared
to Rs 11,000 during the BJP's
tenure. The current dispensa-
tion has spent Rs 972 crore
under the scheme of which Rs
400 crore was still pending for
payment.

Thakur said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
earlier directed that Himcare
be presented before all chief
ministers as a model for repli-
cation in other states. He
further demanded that instead
of avigilance inquiry, the state
government should order a
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Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu speaks
inthe Vidhan Sabha, in Shimla, Friday. p1i

probe by assitting high court
judge and make all data public.

Responding to Thakur,
Sukhu said the opposition was
rattled after orders were issued
for a vigilance probe into the
matter. He, however, clarified
that the internal audit con-
ducted by the government re-
vealed that payments worthRs
1,100 crore were made under
the Himcare scheme, out of
which irregularities amount-
ing to “Rs 100-Rs 120 crore
were detected”.

"Several irregularities, such
as bills for uterus operation on
male patients, and implant of
expired lenses came to light
during the audit. Private hospi-
tals were also empanelled
under the scheme. The vigi-
lance inquiry was initiated
based on the audit report. If
more irregularities are found,
they will also be investigated.
The government would not tol-
erate corruption, and strict ac-

tion would be taken against
those found guilty,” Sukhu
said.

The Chief Minister further
said that the government's ob-
jectiveis not todiscontinue the
scheme, but rather to stream-
line it and, if deemed necess-
ary, consider introducing a
new healthcare scheme. He
added that provisions such as
issuing Himcare cards four
times a year were introduced
by the present government. He
assured thatany irregularities,
even during the current gov-
ernment’s tenure, would be
probed and strict action taken
against those found guilty.

Speakingto the medialater,
Thakur said the CM had
“crossed all limits in making
false statements.” He claimed
that the CM admitted in the
House that some of his earlier
statements regarding the Him-
care scam were incorrect and
should be expunged.

toreintroduce lottery to
shore up revenues: CM

Press Trust of India
Shimla, March 27

‘THE HIMACHAL Pradesh gov-
ernment is considering reintro-
ducing lottery to create new
sources of revenue generation,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh informed the Vidhan
Sabha Friday.

Inawritten reply toaquery
BJP

issued by the finance depart-
ment on February 28, 2004.
‘The department, however, no
longer possesses records of the
specific reasons that led to its
discontinuation.

Before the ban, lotteries in-
volving fewer than three digits
were prevalent in the state.
However, in light of the adverse
social effects iated with

Plan afoot to regulate
fee structure of
private schools, says
Himachal minister

Express News Service
Shimla, March 27

HIMACHAL PRADESH Educa-
tion Minister Rohit Thakur Fri-
day said the state government
is considering amending the
existing rules to regulate fee
structures in private schools
and to prevent exploitation of
parents.

plemented but said the depart-
ment is making efforts in this
direction. “If given priority, the
number of children from the
BPL families in private schools
has already doubled,” he said,
adding that the government
will take further action in the
future.

The Doon MLA also asked
whether the government

Thakur wa toa
question by Congress MLA
Ram Kumar Chaudhary during
Question Hour.

The minister said the cur-
rent legislation does not have
any provision to fix fees in pri-

hools. Tt b

would direct private schools to
display on their notice boards
the seats reserved for BPL stu-
dents. In reply, the minister
said the department would cer-
tainly take steps to ensure
greater awareness and in-
creased ofsuchstu-

such schemes, the Centre, in
i with

by eshJam-
wal and Sudhir Sharma, Sukhu
said that Goods and Service Tax
(GST)islevied onlottery ticket
salesatarate of approximately
40 per cent of the ticket's face
value. The state is suffering a
loss notonlyin the revenue de-
rived fromlevying GST but also
due to the illicit sale of lottery
tickets from other states within
itsterritory, the reply said.

A positive outcome of the
lottery business is its potential
togenerate employmentalong-
side revenues, and therefore, a
proposal to reintroduce the lot-
teryin Himachal Pradeshis cur-
rently under the government's
consideration, Sukhussaid.

Lotteriesare being operated
smoothly inother as

Court directives, has since
amended the relevant regula-
tions. Consequently, single-
digit or double-digit lotteries
can no longer be operated, re-
ducingthe likelihood of the ad-
verse effects associated with
the previous system.

Anew Cabinet sub-commit-
tee constituted for the purpose
of reintroducing the lottery was
established in Himachal, pur-
suanttoapolicy decision taken
by the Cabinet on February 17,
2026, the chief minister said.
The sub-committee was set up
toexamine thedraft of the pro-
posed Himachal Pradesh Lot-
tery Rules, 2026, and other re-
lated matters, and toscrutinise
the tender docu-

Kerala, Punjab, Maharashtra,
Goaand Arunachal Pradesh,
with no major adverse social ef-
fects, he said. The lottery sys-
temwas discontinued in Hima-

chal Pradesh via a notification
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ments. Following

Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu have already
their

dents so that the BPL families
canbenefit.

to another

private school fee structures, he
said.

MLA ChaudharyA from
Doon Assembly raised con-
cerns over the increasing com-
mercialisation of education
and the practice of charging re-

issi under

Congress MLA Hardeep Singh
Bawa's question, the education
minister said improving infra-
structure in colleges with ad-
equate student strength and
acrossall streams remainsatop
pnonty, andthe; government is
funds according

th of T informed that
the schools. around 70 per cent construc-

In response, the minister  tion work of the Government
said under the Right to Educa- ~ College at Ramshehar was

tion (RTE) Act, private schools
are mandated to reserve 25 per
cent seats for students belong-
ing to the Below Poverty Line
(BPL) category.

He also admitted that the
Pprovision is not being fully im-

completed, and an additional
Rs 6.62 crore will be required to
complete the remaining work.
He said the Chief Minister has
made a budget provision of Rs
500 crore for projects nearing
70 per cent completion.

dations of the sub-committee,
on March 7, the Cabinet ap-
proved the draft rules, along
with the tender documents,
Sukhu said.
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Outsourced workers protestin Shimlaon Fnday Pl

Outsourced workers
protest,demand job
security, equal pay

Express News Service
Shimla, March 27

MANY OUTSOURCED em-
ployees Friday staged a massive
protest at Chaura Maidan in Hi-
machal Pradesh's Shimla and

wagesor providingjob security
to the outsourced workers.
“Thisisnot only affecting their
future but also putting the fu-
ture of their children at risk.”

"Inthis rising inflation, out-
sourced employeesare earning
only around Rs 13,000 per
month, making it difficult to
sustain livelihood. They are un-
able to provide quality educa-
tion to their children,” the
union convenor also said.

Healsosaid the outsourced
workers are rendering services
similar to the regular em-
ployees but face significant dis-
parities. He reiterated that
their main demands are per-
manent policy for outsourced
employees and theimplemen-
tation of equal pay.

The workers also said the
government removing the out-
sourced employees from the
departments has created fear
and uncertainty. They said
such actions have led to an at-
mosphere of instability, with
workers constantly worried
aboutlosing their jobs any time.

HP govt: 1,500 missing in 3 yrs,
but no organ trafficking gang
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in the past three years, Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu told the state assembly
on Friday. In a written reply to
a question of BJP MLA from
Badsar, Inder Dutt Lakhanpal,
Sukhu said there has been an
increase in the number of miss-
ing persons in Hamirpur, Bilas-
pur, Chamba, Mundi, Solan,
Kangra and Una districts. A
total of 1,534 missing persons
cases have been recorded inthe
state till January 31, 2026, he
said.
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behind the cases, saying that
these are understood to be
people going missing under
"mysterious circumstances".
Most of the missing person
cases are from Solan district at

255, followed by 223 in Mandi,
200 in Kangra, 186 in Shimla,
121inSirmaur, 117 in Hamirpur,
104 in Kullu, 103 in Una, 98 in
Chamba and 75 in Bilaspur.

Himachal Pradesh Police, in
astatementissued in 2023, said
the missing persons figure for
the three-year period of 2020-
2022 was 7,038 people, out of
which 6,183 (87.8 per cent) were
subsequently traced.

State Health Minister Dhani
Ram Shandil told the Houseina
written reply that liabilities
amounting to Rs391.27 crore are
currently pending with hospitals
associated with the Himcare
scheme, which covers 4.33 lakh
families. Himcare Health Care
Scheme provides free health-
careservicestolow-incomein-
dividual groups who are not
covered under the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana or Jan Arogya
Yojana, according to the gov-
ernment. PTI
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