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CHIEFMINISTER Devendra
FadnavissaidTuesdaythatthe
legislature cannot assume the
executive’s role, adding that
directions issued by the legis-
laturedonotbecome the final
authority, as any action based
on them must be guided by
ground realities.
Fadnavis's statement

comes a day after the chaos
andmanhandlingofministers
during the Satara Zilla Par-
ishad (ZP) presidential elec-
tions triggered an uproar in
bothhouses of the legislature,
bringing the internal rift
within the ruling alliance into
theopen.ShivSenalegislators
demanded action against Sa-
tara superintendent of police
TusharDoshi.
The controversy escalated

after Legislative Council Dep-
uty Chairperson Neelam
Gorhe directed the state gov-
ernment to suspend Doshi,
who was allegedly linked to a

lathicharge during theMara-
tha reservation protests in
2023.However,Council chair-
manRamShinde later saidhe
would rule on whether Gorhe
could exercise suchpower, ef-
fectively putting the suspen-
sion in limbo.
"The Constitution has de-

fined three branches. These
arethejudicial, legislative,and
executive branches, and they
workindependently.Thelegis-
lature can give directions to
the executive, and as amatter
of respect, the executive tries
to respect the legislature. But
with all due respect to the
chair, I want to say that the
legislature cannot go into the
shoes of the executive," said
Fadnavis.
He was replying to the de-

bate initiated by Shiv Sena
(UBT) MLC Anil Parab
through a point of business.
Parab recalled Shinde's an-
nouncement on Monday re-
garding giving a ruling on
whether the deputy chairper-
sonhastherighttosuspendan

IPS officer and asked him to
solve the constitutional dead-
lock. NCP(SP) MLC Shashi-
kant Shinde, too, requested
Council chairman Shinde to
give a ruling.
Fadnavis,whowaspresent

in the Council, said, "Just be-
cause directions have been
given (by the legislature), it
does not become the ultimate
truth. The action will take
place only based on reality on
theground."
Referring to Parab and

Shinde's reference to the sus-
pensionofanIASofficer inthe
Assembly, the chief minister
said the action was a result of
the official's absence from the
briefingcalledby theminister
for legislativework.
"That was related to the

business taking place inside
the legislative building.
Here, the incident occurred
outside the legislative
building. Directions are given
bythechair,andtheexecutive
has the right to convey the
reality. Even the promises
given inside thehouse are not
like gospel truths. We have a
PromisesCommittee tomoni-
tor those for that very pur-
pose," theCMsaid.
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WHILESTRONGLYcondemn-
ingthepoliticaldevelopments
in the Satara Zilla Parishad
polls, NCP (SP) MP Supriya
Sule saidTuesday that thepo-
lice should not be blamed for
theincident,asshequestioned
the “invisible political power”
she alleged was influencing
their actions.
Whilespeakingtoreporters

inDelhiontheSataraZillaPar-
ishad presidency polls, where
the BJP won despite its allies
the Shiv Sena and the NCP
havingamajority,Sulesaidshe
willwritea letter toChiefMin-
isterDevendraFadnavis.
Intheelectionsfor thepost

ofSataraZPpresidentheldlast
Friday, BJP’s Priya Shinde
emergedvictorious,defeating
the nearest nominee backed
bytheShivSena-NCPalliance.
On Monday, Shiv Sena

ministerShambhurajDesaiac-
cusedtheBJPofmanipulating
the polls. In a scathing attack
in the Assembly and outside,
Desai said, “TheBJPhasmur-
dereddemocracy."
Members of the Shiv Sena

andMakarand Patil from the
NCP also protested on the
stepsofVidhanBhawan.
The Shiv Sena, led byDep-

uty Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, alleged that the BJP
engineered defections to win
the presidency post. At the
eleventh hour, twomembers
each from the Shiv Sena and
the NCP were allegedly
poached, while twomembers
elected on the Shiv Sena sym-
bolweredisqualifiedtoreduce
its strength.
The party further alleged

that theBJPused thepolice to
influence the polls and that
policepersonnelmanhandled
SenaministerDesaiandother
members.
However, Sule said the po-

lice cannot be blamed for the
incident. "I have known the
Maharashtra police force,
which is the best. They will
never indulge in such things.
The question is: who is the
mastermindbehindit?Whatis
that invisible political power
which is driving the police to
act?We have to questionmis-
useofpower," she said.
“Itwasveryunfortunate to

see such political manipula-
tion in Maharashtra, which
hasalwaysbeenguidedbythe
democracy of Dr B R Ambed-
kar," she said.
To achieve victory at any

cost,ifarulingpartymisusesits
power, it is disgraceful, theMP
said.

SATARA ZP ELECTIONCONTROVERSy
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MUMBAIMETRO Line 3 ser-
vicesweredisruptedforaround
30minutes during peak hours
on Monday morning due to
technical snag – the first such
incident in fivemonths since
the full underground corridor

becameoperational.
Passengers reported that

trains began slowing down
around8.45am,beforestalling
intermittently andmoving at
reducedspeeds.
Services in both directions

wereaffected,leadingtodelays
ofup tohalf anhour for office-
goers.

Officials from theMumbai
MetroRailCorporationLimited
(MMRCL) attributed the dis-
ruption to a “minor technical
glitch”, stating that the issue
was resolved within 10 min-
utes.
However, commuters de-

scribed a longer and more
chaoticexperience.
“The metro stopped be-

tween Santa Cruz and Bandra
Colonyaround8.45am.It then
crawled to the station, halted

for 5–7 minutes, and again
movedslowlytoBKC,wherewe
wereheldup forabout 10min-
utes.Therestofthejourneywas
normal,” commuter Maruti
Naik posted on social media
platformX.
Naik added that while an-

nouncements referred to an
“emergency”, they did not
specify the issue, causing
anxietyamongpassengers.
Anothercommutersaidthe

train was halted for nearly 20

minutes betweenAarey JVLR
andSEEPZ,beforeproceeding
ataslowpaceupto theAirport
station. Commuters also
pointed to communication
gaps inside the underground
corridor, noting that limited
network connectivitymade it
difficult to seek updates or as-
sistance.
Thiscomesafterabriefdis-

ruption reportedon the line in
November 2025,makingMon-
day’s incident one of themore

significant service inter-
ruptionssincethecorridorcon-
nectingCuffeParadeandAarey
Colony became fully oper-
ational.
Thiscomesafterabriefdis-

ruption reportedon the line in
November 2025,makingMon-
day’s incident one of themore
significant service inter-
ruptionssincethecorridorcon-
nectingCuffeParadeandAarey
Colony became fully oper-
ational.

LoomingCrisis
Peoplequeueup to refill LPGcylinders atSanpadaonTuesday. NareNdravaskar
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A NINE-YEAR-OLD girl has
diedof rabies after she failed to
take the vaccine shots, citing
fearofinjectionsinPalghardis-
trict,officialssaidonTuesday.
KashishSahni,aClass4stu-

dentandresidentofNalasopara
West, succumbed to the infec-
tionatahospitalonMonday,six
months after she sustained a
minor injury from a stray dog

whilewalkingwith her grand-
father, theysaid.
Accordingtoofficials,while

the child had been taken to a
hospital a day after she was
scratched by a dog, she re-
portedly cried and refused to
taketheanti-rabiesvaccineout
offearof injections.
The wound subsequently

healed andwas ignored. Offi-
cialssaidthegirl'sconditionde-
terioratedfourdaysago,shere-
fused food andwater, and her

eyeshadturnedred.
"She was rushed to a local

hospital and later shifted to
Mumbai's KasturbaHospital,
where she succumbed during
treatment. The death report
cited rabies as the cause," said
Shruti Shenoy, secretary of the
housingsocietywherethechild
resided.DrBhakti Chaudhary,
medical officer from theVasai-
VirarMunicipal Corporation's
healthdepartment,announced
aprimaryinvestigation.
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