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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Sunday: Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty winds

likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,

Bihar, Meghalaya, Tripura, Sikkim, Odisha, Telangana, Andhra Pra-

desh, Maharashtra and Karnataka. Hot and humid weather likely at

isolated places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and Mahe 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......34.9...... 26.2 Kozhikode ....................... —......37.3...... 29.2

Ahmedabad............. —......41.8...... 26.0 Kurnool ........................... —......43.8...... 29.2

Aizawl ...................... —......32.3...... 20.5 Lucknow.......................... —......41.0...... 24.0

Allahabad ................ —......43.2...... 24.6 Madurai ........................... —......39.0...... 25.6

Bengaluru................ —......36.4...... 23.9 Mangaluru....................... —......33.4...... 26.9

Bhopal ..................... —......41.4...... 23.4 Mumbai ........................... —......34.3...... 25.1

Bhubaneswar .......... —......36.7...... 28.0 Mysuru............................. —......37.0...... 22.8

Chandigarh.............. —......40.0...... 19.4 New Delhi........................12......39.5...... 19.8

Chennai ................... —......36.6...... 28.4 Patna............................... —......39.6...... 27.4

Coimbatore ............. —......38.6...... 25.6 Port Blair ......................... —......31.8...... 25.5

Dehradun................. —......37.5...... 19.0 Puducherry ..................... —......34.5...... 27.6

Gangtok ...................34......18.5...... 14.2 Pune ................................ —......41.1...... 25.1

Goa........................... —......34.5...... 25.5 Raipur.............................. —......43.2...... 29.7

Guwahati ................. —......31.0...... 23.2 Ranchi ............................. —......38.8...... 22.0

Hubballi ................... —......38.0...... 22.0 Shillong .............................4......21.5...... 14.1

Hyderabad............... —......40.4...... 28.2 Shimla ............................. —......30.2...... 17.5

Imphal ....................0.3......29.3...... 16.3 Srinagar...........................14......15.8...... 10.7

Jaipur ...................... —......40.8...... 25.4 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......35.8...... 26.9

Kochi........................ —......33.8...... 28.8 Tiruchi ............................. —......38.9...... 26.6

Kohima .................... —......22.7...... 14.5 Vijayawada...................... —......39.0...... 27.2

Kolkata .................... —......36.4...... 27.6 Visakhapatnam................ —......33.2...... 28.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Byrnihat,

Meghalaya recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 280

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Puducherry

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 21

Ahmedabad ..... .87 ..49 34 ... 110 ...173 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .12 ..75 20 ..... 67 ...106 ......*

Chennai............ ...5 ....4 34 ..... 63 ....49 ......*

Delhi ................. .25 ..82 53 ... 174 ...245 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...2 ....8 27 ..... 78 ...103 ......*

Kolkata............. ...7 ..48 33 ..... 54 ....52 ......*

Lucknow........... .13 ..54 51 ... 262 ...152 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...3 ..14 54 ..... 44 ...139 ......*

Pune ................. .36 ..61 55 ..... 63 ...101 ......*

Visakhapatnam .33 ..44 16 ..... 23 ....82 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

I
n a sharp critique on
the Centre’s defeated
Women’s Reservation

Bill, Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah on Satur-
day accused Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi of
staging a “deceptive politi-
cal drama”, and called it an
“insult to and betrayal of”
women nationwide.

In a strongly worded
statement, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said the Centre con-
vened a special session of
Parliament in haste and
held what he described as
a token discussion to en-
sure the Bill’s failure. 

On an issue as signi�-
cant as political reserva-

tion for women, who con-
stituted nearly half the
country’s population, he
said the Prime Minister
ought to have held wider
consultations with Opposi-
tion parties and senior wo-
men leaders across sec-
tors. 

Presenting the Bill
abruptly and expecting un-
conditional support from

Opposition parties, he ar-
gued, amounted to “disres-
pect not only to women
but also to democratic pro-
cesses”. 

Long-term advocate
Reiterating the Congress’s
position, the Chief Minister
stated that it had consis-
tently advocated for wo-
men’s political reservation,

regardless of its position in
power. 

He cited 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amend-
ments introduced under
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi, which ensured
33% reservation for wo-
men in local bodies.

Mr. Siddaramaiah ques-
tioned the delay in imple-
menting the law, noting
that the Bill had already
been passed by Parliament
in 2023. 

“If the intention was ge-
nuine, why delay imple-
mentation for three
years?” he asked, alleging
that the move was political-
ly motivated and driven by
electoral considerations in
States such as Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal.

Centre played a deceptive
game, says Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah accuses Union government of insulting and betraying women; says presenting a Bill

abruptly and expecting full support to it from the Opposition is disrespect to democratic process
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If the intention
was genuine,

then why delay
implementation for
three years... the move
was politically motivated
and driven by electoral
considerations

SIDDARAMAIAH
Karnataka Chief Minister

A day after the Constitu-
tion (131st Amendment)
Bill was defeated in the Lok
Sabha, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu on Saturday
said the Opposition parties
had done a great disservice
to the nation by standing
against the Bill. 

He stated on X that with
the freeze under Article 81
set to end after the �rst
Census conducted
post-2026, the forthcom-
ing Census exercise would
reset seat distribution
purely based on popula-
tion, potentially leading to
a steep decline in represen-
tation for the southern,
northeastern, and other
smaller States.

Deputy Chief Minister

K. Pawan Kalyan also ex-
pressed regret that the
“historic opportunity” to
strengthen women’s repre-
sentation in India’s legisla-
tures had been deliberately
blocked by the Opposition.
He noted on X that the Op-
position’s stance made it
clear that they lacked the
intent to support transfor-
mative reforms that streng-
then India’s democracy
and empower women.

Opposition parties
did ‘great disservice’
to nation, says Naidu

N. Chandrababu Naidu 
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Hyderabad’s noted theatre
personality Babban Khan,
best known for creating
the iconic play Adrak ke
Panje, passed away on
April 17, after being in criti-
cal condition for nearly a
week. 

Babban Khan was a pro-
minent �gure in the city’s
cultural landscape and was
widely regarded for his
contribution to Urdu and
Dakhani theatre. 

Babban Khan’s mortal
remains were laid to rest at
a graveyard in Shantinagar

on Saturday, April 18, in
the presence of family
members, colleagues, and
admirers from the theatre
fraternity. 

Adrak ke Panje, a satiri-
cal play written and per-
formed by Babban Khan,
enjoyed an extraordinary
run spanning over three
decades, from 1965 to
2001. 

The play earned a place
in the Guinness Book of
World Records in 1984 as
the world’s longest-run-
ning one-man show.

Hyderabad theatre icon
Babban Khan passes away
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Babban Khan entered the

Guinness Book of Records in

1984 edition of UK. FILE PHOTO 

In a rare public nudge to
the Executive, Justice Ara-
vind Kumar of the Su-
preme Court, on Saturday
highlighted a �scal dispari-
ty in Karnataka’s judicial
funding in the past three
years, while urging Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to
direct o�cials to allocate at
least 75% to 80% of court-
collected revenue back for
the judiciary’s
infrastructure.

Speaking at the 22nd
biennial State-level confe-
rence of judicial o�cers
here, Justice Kumar noted
that the State exchequer
annually received ₹376
crore, ₹439 crore and ₹470
crore from 2023-24 to
2025-26, in forms. Howev-
er, the government allocat-
ed only between ₹40 lakh
and ₹1.4 crore during this
period, other than the
non-salary allocation for
the judiciary. 

“This means it is pea-
nuts compared to the reve-

nue received,” Justice Ku-
mar observed. He
lamented that while litiga-
tion had surged from 17
lakh cases in 2023 to 22
lakh in 2025, government
o�cials paid “slow atten-
tion” to judiciary proposals
and often approve reduced
demands. He cited that
against a request for 666
sta� for the Karnataka
High Court’s three Bench-
es, only 230 were sanc-
tioned; similarly, district
judiciary requests for 680
sta� were cut to 400.

Judge urges Karnataka govt.
to reinvest court revenue 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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Marking World Heritage
Day 2026, the Quli Qutub
Shah Urban Development
Authority organised a
clean-up and treasure hunt
event at the historic Irrum
Manzil Palace on Saturday
in collaboration with the
Roads and Buildings Depa-

rtment and Deccan Archi-
ve. The initiative brought
renewed attention to the
heritage structure, drawi-
ng participation from more
than 60 volunteers. Special
Chief Secretary of the Mun-
icipal Administration and
Urban Development de-
partment, Jayesh Ranjan,
highlighted Irrum Manzil’s
historical signi�cance.

Focus on Irrum Manzil
on World Heritage Day
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

e419838

e419838


