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72 TMT LPG, over 2.3L MT crude oil set to arrive at Vizag Port
Three vessels are expected to bring 24 TMT of LPG each before the end of this month; port is scheduled to get substantial volumes of crude oil in coming weeks
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

AMID ongoing global develop-
ments influencing energy sup-
ply chains, Visakhapatnam 
Port is set to receive multiple 
consignments of  liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) and crude 
oil over the coming days, ac-
cording to port sources.

A total of  72,000 tonnes (72 
TMT) of  LPG will arrive in 
three separate shipments be-
ginning Friday. The LPG car-
rier BW Birch is expected on 
March 27 with 24 TMT of  cargo, 
transshipped from within In-
dia. Two additional vessels, 
namely Hellas Gladiator and 
Gas Jupiter, are scheduled to 

arrive on March 30, each carry-
ing 24 TMT. While Hellas Gladi-
ator has loaded its cargo from 
the Netherlands, Gas Jupiter is 
transporting LPG sourced from 
the United States.

In addition to LPG, substan-
tial volumes of  crude oil is also 
expected to the port. Approxi-
mately 99,898 MT of  blended 
crude oil will be brought in by 
MT Desh Gaurav, which is 
scheduled to arrive at 20:00 hrs 
on April 5. The vessel has load-
ed its cargo at Mundra and is 
handled by agent AVBGPR.

Further, MT Jumbo is expect-
ed to arrive on March 27 (PM 
hours) carrying 136,728 MT of  
crude oil sourced from Russia. 

Another tanker, MT Fondeya, 
is scheduled for arrival on 
April 2 (PM hours) with 96,542 
MT of  crude oil, also of  Rus-
sian origin. 

Both vessels are represented 
by agent NAVSHIP. Together, 
these shipments account for a 
significant inflow of  crude oil 
to the port over the next week.

Recent weeks have also seen 
steady LPG traffic at the port. 
The LPG carrier Lupinus, car-
rying 22 TMT from Qatar, ar-
rived on February 26 and sailed 
on March 3. Similarly, AI Wukir 
brought 26 TMT from the UAE, 
arriving on March 7 and de-
parting on March 12.

Crude oil handling at the 

port has remained active 
throughout March. MT Swarna 
Brahmaputra carrying 68 TMT 
arrived on March 1 from Kaki-

nada and sailed on March 8 af-
ter backloading 64 TMT of  
crude bound for Mumbai. MT 
Swarna Sindhu arrived on 

March 6 from Mumbai and de-
parted on March 8.

MT Desh Vishal made two 
calls, first arriving on March 7 
with 204 TMT of  crude from 
Basra, Iraq, and sailing on 
March 10, and again on March 
12 with 112 TMT from the same 
port before departing on March 
14.

Among other vessels, MT 
Velora carrying 140 TMT from 
Novorossiysk, Russia, arrived 
on March 13 and sailed on 
March 15, while MT Delta 
Kanaris with 102 TMT from 
Gentil, Gabon, arrived on 
March 17 and departed on 
March 18.

MT Swarna Ganga (79 TMT 

from Mundra) and MT Swarna 
Godavari (67 TMT from Kaki-
nada) both arrived on March 20 
and sailed on March 22. 

Another vessel, MT Swarna 
Sindhu, arrived on March 22 
with 82 TMT from Kakinada 
and was shifted to anchorage 
on March 24.

Most recently, MT Centurion 
I carrying 100 TMT of  crude oil 
from RU ULU, Russia, arrived 
on March 25 and continues dis-
charge operations at the port.

Port officials maintained 
that these scheduled arrivals 
and recent movements are part 
of  ongoing logistics operations 
to meet regional energy 
requirements.

Zero tolerance to drug 
smuggling in State: DGP 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

DIRECTOR General of  Police 
Harish Kumar Gupta said the 
police have intensified their ef-
forts of  curb the cultivation, 
sale and transportation of  gan-
ja and other narcotic substanc-
es across the State. 

He said more than 100 
notorious and repeated 
offenders in ganja cas-
es were charged and 
sent to jail invoking 
the PITNDPS Act, men-
tioning that a zero toler-
ance policy is being ob-
served in NDPS Act cases. 

In an official release on 
Thursday, the DGP said a 
statewide crackdown is being 
implemented under the super-
vision of  Elite Anti-Narcotics 
Group for Law Enforcement 
(EAGLE) chief  Ake Ravi Krish-
na “Between February 24, 2025 

and March 26, 2026, a total of  
101 detention orders were is-
sued against hardcore narcot-
ics offenders across the State. 
District-wise, the highest 
number of  cases was reported 
in NTR (25), followed by ASR 
(18), East Godavari (17), Visa-
khapatnam (11), Anakapalli 

(10), Tirupati (10), Viziana-
garam (8), and Nellore 

(2),” he explained. 
Strict enforcement 

of  the law has had a 
strong deterrent effect 

on so-called “blade 
batch” criminals-local 

anti-social elements who as-
sist drug syndicates in trans-
portation, distribution, and 
protection. The stringent meas-
ures have disrupted drug net-
works, and helped restore pub-
lic order. The DGP reiterated 
the government’s commitment 
to making Andhra Pradesh a 
drug-free State.

Workshop on 
gaming Act for 
CID sleuths
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

APCID conducted a workshop 
on the promotion and regula-
tion of  Online Gaming Act, 
2025, and the Andhra Pradesh 
Gaming (Amendment) Act, 2025 
at its headquarters in Mangala-
giri on Thursday. 

CID chief  Ravishankar Ayya-
nar said they have been active-
ly organising training pro-
grammes and seminars to en-
hance the professional skills 
and investigative capabilities 
of  officers. He highlighted the 
importance of  continuous ca-
pacity building to effectively 
tackle the growing challenges 
posed by betting-related offenc-
es and cyber-enabled crimes. 

The session was conducted 
by Rajaram Surianarayanan, a 
public policy expert, and was 
attended by 50 CID officers. 

Properties worth `70 crore of Raj 
Kesireddy attached in liquor case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

THE State government has is-
sued ad-interim orders to at-
tach properties worth ̀ 70 crore, 
belonging to Kesireddy Rajas-
ekhar Reddy alias Raj Kesired-
dy, the prime accused in the 
multi-crore liquor scam during 
the previous YSRCP regime. 

According to the GO issued 
on Thursday., three properties 
identified were worth ̀ 70 crore 
and the investigating agency 
found that the accused pur-
chased them with the illegiti-
mate money obtained through 
commissions from distilleries. 

Following a complaint from 
the Andhra Pradesh State Bev-
erages Corporation Limited 
(APSBCL) that large-scale ille-
galities took place in the imple-
mentation of  the excise policy 
in the State during 2019-24, par-
ticularly relating to the manual 

issuance of  OFS (Order of  Sup-
ply) to promote certain liquor 
brands, abnormal increase of  
prices, payment of  commis-
sions and kickbacks and deci-
sions taken by the public offi-

cials resulting in undue 
pecuniary advantage to several 
individuals and entities, CID 
registered a case, and found 
that `3,400 crore loss was in-
curred to the State exchequer 

and role of  several persons in 
the scam. During investigation, 
several immovable properties 
have been identified, which are 
obtained or acquired by means 
of  commission of  the offence.

Several properties acquired 
by Raj Kesireddy were identi-
fied in Telangana in the names 
of  his parents, which were pur-
chased from multiple sellers. 

“On verification of  the docu-
ment No.1174/2024, dated 
10.05.2024 of  SRO Shabad and 
evidential witness statements, 
it revealed that although the 
land total extent of  20 acres 
was registered at `2.69 crore 
while the actual consideration 
was `70 crore. However, `67.3 
crore was paid in cash (unac-
counted), derived from the 
w r o n g f u l  g a i n s  f r o m  
liquor scam kickbacks and pur-
chased land in the name of  his 
mother by Raj Kesireddy,” read 
the GO.

Andhra Pradesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
Federation (AP Chambers) has appreciated the Andhra 
Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (APERC) for a  
balanced and forward-looking tariff order for FY 2026-27

TARIFF 
ORDER

E X P R E S S  R E A D

AP Tourism signs MoU 
with SIITM and ICI 
Visakhapatnam: The State 
Tourism Department has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Sun International 
Institute of Tourism and 
Management (SIITM) and the 
Indian Culinary Institute (ICI).  
The agreement to boost tourism 
was formalised in the presence of 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and Tourism Minister 
Kandula Durgesh                                                                 

Another with links to 
terror network held 
Vijayawada: Police arrested 
another accused , identified as 
Shadaman Dilkash from Bihar,  
on Thursday in the terror network 
case. He was produced in a local 
court, which remanded him to 
judicial custody till April 6. 
Dilkash is suspected to be part       
of a wider network allegedly 
involved in spreading radical 
content and maintaining links 
with extremist elements. 

Registered sale 
deeds undervalued
The pattern of transactions 
shows undervaluation in 
registered sale deeds 
compared to the actual 
open market value, with 
large portions of the 
consideration being paid        
in unaccounted cash 


