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ARIES (MAR21 -APR20):Youmight have a stronger than
usual focuson family or your private life today. If so, there
will be challenges. People are a tad aggressive.Misunder-
standings are likely. Late in theday, thingsget friendlier.
Tonight: Cocoonat home.

tAURUS(APR21 -MAy21):This is a trickyday.Conversa-
tionswith otherswill be stressed.Nevertheless, you’re in a
happy frameofmind,whichmeans itwill takequite abit to
ruin your day. This puts you in thepower seat. Tonight:
Warmconversations.

GEMINI (MAy22 - JUNE21): Financial discussionsmight
disappoint today. Youmight find yourself at oddswith a
friend.However, your ability tobeoptimistic and thinkbig
stillmight boost your incomeor favour aparticular pur-
chase. Tonight: Check your belongings.

CANCER(JUNE22 - JULy23):Todaydiscussionswith
parents, bosses andVIPswill be challenging. TheMoon is
in your sign linedupwith lucky Jupiter,whichmeans you
don’t really carewhat they say. Tonight: Youwin.

LEo(JULy24-AUG23):Steer clear of controversial sub-
jects, especially politics and religion, because thatwon’t
work. Althoughyou look fabulous to everyonewithboth
theSunandVenus at the topof your chart, this is a good
day to contemplate your navel. Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

VIRGo(AUG24-SEP23):Discussions about publishing,
medicalmatters or the lawmight gowell. Youwant to
travel and “get away fromall this.” Be careful talking about
wills, inheritances, debt and sharedproperty. Youmight
find yourself at oddswith someone. Tonight: Be friendly.

LIbRA (SEP24-oCt23):Beaware that youare high-viz
today. People notice you. Therefore, think twicebefore
getting into an argumentwith apartner or friend. You’re a
peoplepleaser, so it’s unlikely therewill be a scene.Hissing
whispers,maybe? Tonight: You’re admired.

SCoRPIo (oCt24-NoV23):Steer clear of touchy sub-
jects. Theymight harmyour relationswith co-workers. For-
tunately, relationswith those closest to youwill flow
smoothly. You’re full of ideas. Tonight: Explore and learn.

SAGIttARIUS (NoV24-dEC22):Despite challenges
dealingwith romantic partners aswell as kids, you feel
warmandgenerous toothers. Youhave a sense that you
will getwhat yougive. Andyou’re exactly right. Tonight:
Check your finances.

CAPRICoRN(dEC23- JAN20):Today youhave togo
more thanhalfwaywhendealingwith others. Treadcare-
fullywhendealingwith familymembers. Don’t let anyone
disparage youor diminish you in someway. Pivot to some
fundiversions for awonderful escape. Tonight: Cooperate.

AQUARIUS (JAN21 -FEb19):Even thoughdaily dis-
cussionswith othersmight bechallenging andevencon-
frontational, relationswith co-workers are supportive.
Work-related travelmight occur. Entertain at home if you
can. Tonight:Get better organised.

PISCES (FEb20-MAR20):This is a playful, fun-loving
day thatmight bemarredby tension about financial
matters, possessions or juggling the cost of things. You
want to enjoy your daily surroundings. Avoid confronta-
tions. Keep things simple. Tonight: Socialise.
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ACRoSS
1Doctorgotupinabadmood(6)
4Pianohire on request (6)
9Lookat car registration in
Switzerland (7)
10Addsix, six and five
hundredbeingverybright (5)
11 In themain it’s a disaster (5)
12Money still to bepaidona
watch (7)
13Admitted, onemayhave
had topay it (8,3)
18Unusual up-trend in
showing commonsense (7)
20The rest of the artists (5)
22Loadthevehicleandleave (5)
23Onemay lookbetter after
visitinghim (7)
24Sentus out at the endof
theday (6)
25Hehasno choice,
poor chap (6)

doWN
1African state - oneunder
matriarchal rule (6)
2Justashort reconnaissance (5)
3Smith is one refusing to
work (7)
5Planegoingupordown (5)
6 Increase the loan (7)
7Went against the current
trend? (6)
8With such locks there’s safety
innumbers (11)
14Turnoneout, though it’s
free of charge (7)
15Put todeath anddo it
with awill (7)
16Tinymarks onglasses
reportedly (6)
17Tailored result is a loose
overcoat (6)
19Elicit approval in a girl (5)
21Woundalmost tight (5)
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SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD5968ACROSS: 1 Coppers, 5 Comic, 8 Purple
emperor, 9 Stays, 10 Messina, 11 Radish, 12 Device, 15 Leads on, 17 Exams, 19
Orchestration, 20 Talon, 21 PetuniaDOWN: 1 Capes, 2 Part and parcel, 3
Enlists, 4 Steams, 5 Copes, 6 Mortification, 7 Carnage, 11 Rule out, 13 Elegant,
14 Instep, 16 Stern, 18 Sonia

SOLUTIONS:Harem,Corgi,Hurdle,Chrism
ANSWER:Wealwayslikethosewhoadmireus;wedonotalwayslikethose
whomweadmire.-FrancoisdeLaRochefoucauld

Givenbeloware four jumbledwords. Solve the jumbles tomake
properwords andmove themto the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shadedcircles and jumble themtoget the
answer for the givenquip.

Wealways like thosewho___us;wedonotalways like thosewhom
we___. -FrancoisdeLaRochefoucauld (6,..,6) (samewordtwice)

Difficultylevel2s
instructions

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, everydigit from
1 to9must appear in
eachof thenine vertical
columns, in eachof the
ninehorizontal rows
and in eachof thenine
boxes.

DIFFICULTYLEvEL
1s =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s =Medium;4s =Hard;
5s =VeryHard;
6s =Genius
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lmarvin BYTOMARMSTRONG

lCalvin&hObbes BYBILLWATTERSON

lOverthehedge BYMICHAELFRY&TLEWIS
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ExpressNewsService
Imphal,April 21

WITHPROTESTS continuing
to rockManipur’s central val-
ley, protesters attempted to
storm a government event at-
tendedbyChiefMinisterYum-
namKhemchandSingh,result-
inginonepersonbeinginjured
when security forces applied
force todisperse them.

In thepastweek, therehave
been multiple rallies nearly
everynight, includingmassive
oneswithhundredsofprotesters
carrying torches indefiance of
night curfew, andmanyended
in clasheswith security forces.
These protests are playing out
acrossManipur’s central valley
after twoMeitei childrenwere
killed in a projectile attack on
their home in Bishnupur on
April 7. On Tuesday, protests
eruptedwhennews spread of
theCM’sscheduledplantoinau-
gurate a new Block Develop-
mentOfficeinThoubaldistrict.

The locationof the function
was around 20 km from the
heartofImphal.Withprotesters
blocking roads to the function
venueandissuingboycottcalls,
theCMdidn’ttraveltothevenue
by road but by helicopter. He
landedat theKhongjomPhun-
dreiAssamRiflescampbyheli-
copter at 1.30pm, andasnews
spreadofthevisit,crowdsgath-
eredalongtheroadfromKhong-
jomtothevenuetoblockhispas-
sage. To disperse protesters at
Khongjommarket, Samaram
crossingandotherpoints,secur-

ity forces deployed various
means,includingteargasshells.

Hefinallyreachedthevenue
at3pm,aboutanhour late.Be-
fore his arrival, several pro-
testers surrounded the site and
tried to storm it, prompting se-
curity forces todeploy force. In
astatement,theManipurPolice
said,“DuringtheHon’bleChief
Minister’svisit, a largegroupof
individuals armedwith stones
andcatapultsadvancedtoward
the function sitewithapparent
intent to vandalise the newly
constructedBDOoffice.Despite

warningsandappealsbypolice
personneltodisperse,thecrowd
continuedtomoveaggressively,
posingaseriousthreattopublic
property, dignitaries present,
andoverall lawandorder.”

“In view of the escalating
situation,minimumnecessary
forcewas applied. As a last re-
sort,controlledfiringwasunder-
taken in strict adherence to es-
tablishedprotocols to disperse
themob...During the courseof
this action, one individualwho
waspartoftheviolentmob,Shri
ElangbamNandbir Singh (40),
currentlyservingasVDFSPOA-
Coy,sustainedaninjury,”itsaid.

Theeventtookplacedespite
the incidents, and theCMlater
said, “ThenewBlockDevelop-
ment Office will enhance ad-
ministrativeefficiency,stream-
lineservicedelivery,andensure
timely,transparent,andhassle-
freeaccesstopublicservices...”

Separately, a three-day
“shutdown”announcedbythe
United Naga Council in the
Naga-majority areas of Ma-
nipurcameintoeffectTuesday.
This was announced by this
apex Naga group in protest
against the killing of twoNaga
people in an ambush attack in
UkhruldistrictonApril 18.

Securitypersonnel fire teargas shells todispersepeopleheading
towards theBDOoffice inManipur’s Thoubal district onTuesday. PTI

Police resort to
‘controlled firing’,
one injured

Protesters try tostorm
CM’sevent inManipur

SukalpSharma
NewDelhi,April 21

AFOUR-MEMBERprobeteam
institutedbytheMinistryofPe-
troleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) has reached the
HPCL Rajasthan Refinery
(HRRL)projectsite,whereafire
brokeoutonMondayjustaday
before the facilitywas tobe in-
augurated by PrimeMinister
NarendraModi,aseniorminis-
tryofficial saidonTuesday.

Meanwhile, public sector
refiner Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation (HPCL), which
owns 74% stake in the 9-mil-
lion-tonnes-per-annum(mtpa)
refinery-cum-petrochemical

project,saidthatallunitsinthe
refinery are structurally safe
andunaffected.

“An investigation has been
initiated toascertain thecause
of the incident and to under-

take necessary remedial
measures. The financial and
operational impact, if any, is
being assessed, and prima
facie, isnot expected tobema-
terial,” HPCL said in a state-
mentonTuesday.

The fire broke out in the
crude distillation unit—apri-
mary unit in an oil refinery—
onMonday afternoon. There
was no loss of life or injury to
any personnel. The nearly Rs
80,000-crore HRRL refinery,
located in Rajasthan's Balotra
district, is set to be India’s first
greenfieldoil refinerysinceIn-
dian Oil Corporation’s (IOC)
Paradip refinerywas commis-
sioned in2016.

ChiefMinisterBhajanLal Sharma interactswithofficials at the
PachpadraRefinery’s crudedistillationunit onMonday. PTI

Four-member teaminstitutedbyOilMinistry
reachesRajasthantoprobeHPCLrefinery fire
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