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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Nagai 
on Wednesday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 19 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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Over 12.6L to exercise franchise in Mayiladuthurai, Nagai
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Nagapattinam

MORE than 12.6 lakh voters set 
to cast their ballots in Mayi-
laduthurai and Nagapattinam 
districts on Thursday amid 
heightened security arrange-
ments at sensitive booths.

In Mayiladuthurai district, a 
total of  7,35,135 voters, including 
3,62,939 men, 3,72,149 women 
and 47 third-gender voters, are 

eligible to vote in the Sirkazhi 
(SC), Mayiladuthurai and Poom-
puhar Assembly constituencies. 
The district has 951 polling sta-
tions, of  which 54 have been 
identified as sensitive. A total of  
10 candidates are contesting in 
Sirkazhi, 20 in Mayiladuthurai 
and 13 in Poompuhar constitu-
encies. In Nagapattinam dis-
trict, which comprises the Naga-
pattinam, Kilvelur (SC) and 
Vedaranyam Assembly constitu-

encies, 5,27,947 voters are eligi-
ble to vote, including 2,59,620 
men, 2,68,298 women and 29 
third-gender voters. A total of  13 
candidates are contesting in Na-
gapattinam, seven in Kilvelur 
a n d  1 1  i n  Ve d a r a n ya m 
constituencies.

Of  the 700 polling stations in 
the district, 53 have been catego-
rised as sensitive and will be 
placed under enhanced surveil-
lance with CCTV monitoring 

and addit ional  o f f ic ia ls 
deployed.

Since the Model Code of  Con-
duct came into force, flying 
squads and static surveillance 
teams in Mayiladuthurai dis-
trict, as of  Tuesday, seized ̀   1.57 
crore in unaccounted cash dur-
ing vehicle checks, of  which ` 
1.55 crore was later released af-
ter verification of  documents. 
The Income Tax Department 
separately seized ` 40 lakh. 

FOUR FISHERS 
ALLEGE ASSAULT 
BY GANG MID-SEA
NAGAPATTINAM: Four 
fishermen from 
Vanavanmahadevi village 
were allegedly assaulted 
while they were fishing 
southeast of Kodiyakarai 
on Tuesday evening. The 
fishermen informed their 
colleagues about the 
incident after reaching the 
shore on Wednesday. The 
fishermen had ventured 
into sea at around 1 am on 
Tuesday in a fibre boat 
from Vanavanmahadevi. 
Around 5 pm, a gang cut 
their 250-kg fishing net 
and attacked them. The 
fishermen, K Selvakumar, S 
Muruga Pandian, R. 
Kathirvel and S Raj 
returned to shore at 
Vanavanmahadevi beach 
at around 9.30 am on 
Wednesday. Though no 
external injuries were 
reported, the fishermen 
were taken to the 
Nagapattinam GH for 
treatment.   ENS

84 BOOTHS IDENTIFIED AS VULNERABLE IN THANJAI
THANJAVUR: Out of the total  2,501 booths in Thanjavur, 84 have been 
identified as vulnerable  and surveillance has been intensified by the 
election department. According to EC officials, out of the eight 
constituencies, Tiruvaiyaru has the highest number of 340 booths and 
Peravurani the lowest number of 284 booths. On Wednesday, EVMs and 
other materials were dispatched to the respective booths. As per EC 
decision, CCTV cameras have been arranged in all polling booths for live 
webcasting. Besides, eight model booths, one each per constituency, eight 
pink booths were also set up across the district which will be managed 
solely by the women officials. 12,000 officials will be on duty on Thursday, 
including 4,000 police and ex-servicemen, and 500 CAPF staff. ENS

10 cases booked 
for model code 
breach in Thanjai
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thanjavur

AS many as 10 cases were 
booked across Thanjavur on 
Tuesday for poll code violations 
including alleged cash distri-
bution, tokens and against  out-
siders who stayed in other con-
stituencies beyond 6 pm for poll 
work. 

The district police formed 
special teams to ensure those 
who were camping in constitu-
encies, to which they did not 
belong, for campaigning pur-
poses, left for their home con-
stituencies after 6 pm on Tues-
day, when the campaign ended. 
One such team which inspected 
a lodge near Thanjavur new 
bus stand on Tuesday night 
found 13 persons from Muthu-
pettai area who were there to 
campaign for a Thanjavur BJP 
candidate. Following this, the 
police booked the manager of  
the hotel and 13 persons and 
later released them on bail. 
Those from other constituen-
cies were asked to leave 
Thanjavur.

Parties’ booth-level work to decide turnout
P E A R S O N  L E N E K A R  S R   @ Tiruchy

WITH major parties achieving 
near-total booth coverage and 
new entrants scrambling to 
match scale, Tiruchy’s electoral 
battle is set to be decided as 
much by ground-level machin-
ery as by campaign optics.

Months before the polling 
schedule was announced, the 
two Dravidian majors started to 
put in place a robust booth-level 
mechanism, training agents 
(BLAs) workshops and vid-
eo modules on voter veri-
fication, roll checking 
and polling procedures. 
Booth-wise voter lists, 
photocopied records 
and stationery kits have 
been distributed, while 
internal monitoring sys-
tems are ready to track turnout 
through the day.

A senior DMK functionary 
said the party conducted “man-
dal-level mega conferences” to 
train cadres, as per instructions 
of  party chief  MK Stalin. 

A booth agent, A Raja, said 
the party’s role in the Special 
Intensive Revision of  electoral 
rolls had given it a granular un-
derstanding of  voters. “We 
know who was added and de-
leted, and in many booths we 

have a fair sense of  voting pat-
terns,” he said. 

 From the AIADMK camp, M 
Aravindan, a functionary from 
Malaikottai said coordination 
with the BJP and data from 
past elections helped booth 
agents identify weak-perform-
ing wards and plug gaps.

In contrast, Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam’s booth network 
draws significantly from expe-
rienced hands, with nearly 60% 
of  agents having previously 

worked with other parties, 
while the rest were 

trained over the past 
few months through 
structured sessions 
and a refresher work-
shop held a week before 

polling. The party has 
also set up a central war 

room to coordinate operations, 
escalate issues to headquarters 
and provide legal assistance 
where required.

“We may be new, but our 
teams have been trained in the 
entire polling process from ver-
ifying electoral rolls to han-
dling machines and completing 
documentation till submission 
to the BLA-1. The war room 
will ensure quick response to 
any issues on polling day,” a 
functionary said.

Months of training and voter interaction at the grassroots-level will be put to test today

SWEET START
A poll  official breaks coconut in front of the first vehicle transporting EVMs from the  

Tiruchy corporation zonal office to the booths on Wednesday |  MK ASHOK KUMAR

AIRFARE SKYROCKETS 
AS TAMILS FLY BACK 

HOME TO VOTE
D  V I N C E N T  A R O C K I A R A J 
@ Tiruchy

AS Tamils residing in Gulf  
nations, Singapore and Ma-
laysia travel to the central 
region of  Tamil Nadu in-
cluding Tiruchy, Thanjavur, 
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, 
Pudukottai, Ariyalur and 
Peramblur to cast their votes 
in the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions on April 23, airfares 
have skyrocketed with fares 
almost doubling across all 
sectors. However, Tamils in 
Kuwait are having a hard 
time in travelling to Tamil 
Nadu due to limited flight 
availability amid the ongo-
ing conflict.

Lakhs of  Tamils are em-
ployed in Gulf, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Dubai,
Sharjah, Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, 
and Muscat. Airlines such as 
Air India Express, Scoot Air, 
Indigo Air, Sri Lankan Air 
operates around 12 services 
a day to these destinations. 

“The fares of   Singapore, 
Dubai flights have doubled. 
Airlines are charging up to 
Rs 30,000 to Singapore now, 
which was Rs 15,000 few days 
ago. Similarly, the fares on 
Dubai- Tiruchy sector have 
gone to Rs 30,000, from Rs 
12,000 to Rs 15,000 earlier,” 
said Nargis Beham from Al 
Parvez Travels.    

J John, RL Travels in 
Tiruchy, said several Tamil 
families are arriving from 
various destinations, even 
from Australia. “Four of  my 
relatives have arrived in 
Tiruchy from Australia to 
cast their votes,” he stated.  

He also said “Kuala 
Lumpur flights have been 
witnessing full occupancy 
for the last few days. Fares 
have increased to `55,000 to 
from `46,000 (two-way). In 
domestic, fares from Chen-
nai to Tiruchy and Madurai 
have also increased consid-
erably,” John added. 

Unlike last year, Tamils 
are showing interest in cast-
ing their votes, travel agents
said. Moreover, since Friday 
and Saturday - the day after 
polling - fall on a weekend in 
many Gulf  countries, sev-
eral Tamils have availed 
leave one or two days before 
and after April 23, to travel 
to their home towns to cast 
votes and spend a few more 
days with their family. 

Mohamed Sidiq, a resi-
dent of  KK Nagar in Tiruchy 
and a software engineer in 
Bahrain, who has been re-
siding there for over 20 years 
with his family, arrived in 
Tiruchy on Tuesday night to 
cast his vote.

“Around 60 members of  
our family and relatives are 
working in Bahrain, Abu 
Dhabi and Singapore. Due to 
the West Asia war, schools 
for children are closed and 
classes are being conducted 
online. Since the weekend 
follows the poll day, we had 
already planned our visit to 
Tiruchy to exercise our fran-
chise. In this election, we be-
lieve every vote counts, that 
is why we decided not to 
miss it,” Mohamed said.  

A B  K h a l e e l  A h m e d 
Baaqavee, General Secre-
tary of  Kuwait-Tamil Is-
lamic Committee (K-Tic) 
expressed concern that 
around 1.5 lakh Tamils 
working in Kuwait are un-
able to travel to Tamil Nadu 
to cast their votes, due to 
limited flight availability 
amid the ongoing conflict. 
Those willing to travel to 
Tamil Nadu have to spend 
around `90,000-`1.25 lakh 
for a one-way ticket to 
Tiruchy, he said. 

“While many Tamils are 
eager to travel to Tamil 
Nadu to cast their votes, not 
even 1% of  Tamils from Ku-
wait are able to do so. We 
have been urging the state 
and union government to 
take necessary steps to al-
low Tamils to cast their 
votes at the Indian Embassy 
in Kuwait, so that their our 
votes do not go unused. Citi-
zens of  Sri Lanka, Egypt, 
Philippines and Bangladesh 
are allowed to vote at their 
respective embassies in Ku-
wait,” he told TNIE.

A model polling booth all  set at Karanthai area in Thanjavur assembly constituency on Wednesday |  EXPRESS

The district administration has made arrangements for the 
transportation of senior citizens and PwDs. For further 

queries, reach out to 1950

21.47 lakh voters 
310  

trans persons
10.4 lakh 

men
11.06 lakh 

women

3,341 
control units

5,621 
ballot units

3,619 
VVPATs

245 zonal poll officials 2,787 polling stations 

TIRUCHY ALL SET FOR POLLS
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9 get 7 life terms 
for death of 7  
in petrol bomb 
attack case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Karur

THE District Principal Ses-
sions Court on Tuesday award-
ed seven terms of  life imprison-
ment to each of  the nine 
persons in the petrol bomb at-
tack case that claimed the lives 
of  seven youth on Thevar Jay-
anthi Day on October 31, 2012, 
in the Chinthamani area in 
Madurai.

The convicts were Manikan-
dan (37), Karthick (36), Chan-
drasekar (31), Sonaiya (31), Na-
garaj (31), Muthukaruppan (31), 
Mohan (38), Vignesh (33) and 
Santhosh (33) of  Chinthamani-
patti in Madurai. The court also 
imposed a fine of  `3 lakh each 
under section 302 IPC, and 10-
year imprisonment on 13 counts, 
along with a fine of  `50,000 fine 
each under section 307 IPC. The 
court also directed that the fine 
amount be provided to the fami-
lies of  the victims. 

Of  the 11 accused arrested in 
the case, one of  the accused, 
Muthu Viji, died during the 
course of  the trial, while anoth-
er accused, Ramar Pandi, was 
hacked to death in February 
2024, when he was returning to 
Madurai after appearing before 
Karur court.

The incident occurred on Oc-
tober 31, 2012, when a group of  
youth were returning in a car 
from Pasumpon after attending 
the Thevar Jayanthi celebra-
tion in Ramanathapuram dis-
trict. The vehicle was inter-
cepted at Chinthamani near 
Madurai Bypass check post by 
a gang that hurled petrol bombs 
at the vehicle and fled from the 
scene. A total of  18 persons, 
hailing from Puliankulam near 
Viraganoor, were injured. Sev-
en persons died in the hospital 
later. 

Based on the direction of  the 
Madras High Court, the case 
was transferred to the Karur 
Court, considering the safety 
of  the accused, the prosecution 
said.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Man murders wife in 
Thanjavur, on the run 
THANJAVUR: A 37-year-old woman, 
S Vanappechi, was allegedly 
murdered by her husband, 
Sasikumar (48), on Wednesday in 
Thanjavur due to a domestic 
quarrel. Sasikumar allegedly told 
his relatives that he had murdered 
his wife and will surrender before 
the police. Probe is on to nab 
Sasikumar who is absconding. ENS

Change of Name
I, FATHIMA, W/o. 
HASKUTHUBUDEEN, Born on  
08.05.1983, residing at No. 
294, North Street, Irukkai, 
Vadugachery,     Kilvelur -  
611 109,    Nagapattinam 
District, shall henceforth be 
known as FATHIMUTHU 
JOHARAN.

FATHIMA
Nagore, 21.04.2026.

Change of Name
I, RAFIQ AHAMED,  S/o. 
JAHABBAR  NAGUTHA,    Date  of  
Birth 27.11.1985, a resident 
of  No.4, Kadarkarai Mudukku, 
Nagore - 611002, Nagapattinam 
District, do hereby change my 
name as RAFEEQ AHAMED.
I Shall henceforth be known, 
called, referrd to and identified 
only  as RAFEEQ AHAMED.

RAFIQ AHAMED

Change of Name
I, SANTHANAMARIE, W/o.Ramesh, 
Date of Birth 29.05.1973  
and residing at No.6/1, 
Rayanpalayam Street, 
Varichikudy South, Karaikal 
District,  Puducherry State, 
609609, India, shall henceforth  
be called and known as 
SANTHANA MARY for all 
the purposes.

SANTHANAMARIE
Karaikal, 22.04.2026


