
TheHitavada BHOPAL Saturday April 25 2026

NATION 5

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Raghav Chadha, 6 other RS...
of my youth, has completely
strayed from its principles, val-
ues and core morals,” he said.

Chadha was recently
removed as the deputy leader
of the AAP in the Rajya Sabha
and was replaced by Mittal.

“As per the Constitution, two-
thirds of the total MPs of a par-
ty can merge with another par-
ty,” Chadha said, referring to
the party’s strength of 10 MPs. 

“They have already signed,
and this morning we submit-
ted all the required documen-
tation, including signed letters
and other formal paperwork,
to the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha,” Chadha said.

Pathak, who held the post of
national General Secretary in
the AAP, also said the party had
diverted from the principles on
which it was founded.

Of the seven MPs, six come
from Punjab, including
Chadha, Pathak, Mittal,
Rajinder Gupta, Vikram Sahni,
and Harbhajan Singh, while
Swati Maliwal is from Delhi.

The three Rajya Sabha MPs
who still remain with the par-
ty are Sanjay Singh, ND Gupta
and Balbir Singh Seechewal.

AAP sources said the exits
were aimed at destabilising the
party before the Assembly elec-
tions in Punjab next year and
admitted that the party was on
guard to keep its flock togeth-
er in the State. 

After the arrest of Kejriwal in
the liquor policy case in 2024,
Chadha’s major assignments

were taken away. The big flash-
point arrived when he was
removed as deputy leader of the
party in the Rajya Sabha last
month.

Maliwal alleged that Kejriwal
shielded individuals involved
in misconduct. In a post on X,
Maliwal said she had chosen
the path of national and pub-
lic service in 2006 but was ulti-
mately frustrated with the par-
ty. “From the RTI movement
and the Anna movement to the
formation of the Aam Aadmi
Party and my eight years of
dedicated service at the Delhi
Commission for Women, I con-
tributed with absolute honesty
and devotion at every stage,”
she said.

“With great sorrow today, I
must say that the principles, val-
ues and resolve for honest pol-
itics with which we began this
journey have been abandoned
by Arvind Kejriwal ji and, at his
behest, the entire Aam Aadmi
Party,” she added.

Fourteen years after it
emerged from the anti-cor-
ruption movement with a
promise to redraw India’s polit-
ical map, the AAP is facing one
of its toughest setbacks. 

Born in Delhi in November
2012 out of street protests and
citizen anger against graft, the
party quickly turned into a for-
midable political force, clinch-
ing victories in Delhi first in
2013, then later in 2015 and
2020 and later expanding its
footprint to Punjab.

“In the Rajya Sabha, 73
Opposition MPs have just sub-
mitted a new notice of motion
to their Secretary General to
present an addressed resolu-
tion to the President of India,
urging the removal from office
of the Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar,” Ramesh said on X. 

“This demand is based on
proven misconduct arising
from his actions and errors
committed on March 15, 2026
and thereafter, which falls
under Article 324(5) of the
Constitution of India when read
with Article 124(4), as well as
Section 11(2) of the Chief
Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Act,
2023, and the Judges (Inquiry)
Act, 1968,” he said. 

The Congress leader said
there are now nine specific
charges against the CEC, which
have been recorded in “extreme
detail” and which cannot be
“denied or suppressed”. 

“His continued hold on the
position is an assault on the
Constitution. It is utterly
shameful that this individual
remains in office, so that he
can continue to act on the
directions of the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister,”
Ramesh said. 

The notice calls for an
address to the President for
Kumar’s removal, invoking pro-
visions of the Constitution, the
Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election
Commissioners Act, 2023, and
the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. 

The MPs have cited a series
of alleged actions and omis-
sions by the CEC, which they
claim cumulatively amount to
misconduct of a “grave char-
acter”. These include alleged
partisan enforcement of the
model code of conduct, pub-
lic remarks and social media
communication targeting a
political party, administrative
lapses, and conduct deemed
“unbecoming” of a constitu-
tional authority. 

Oppn moves fresh notice in...

statement. “The meetings were conduct-
ed in a constructive and positive spirit, with
meaningful and forward-looking discus-
sions enabling progress on key matters.
Both sides agreed to remain engaged to
maintain this momentum as they move
forward,” it said. 

As the tariff landscape has changed in
the US, both sides are relooking at the
framework of the agreement, the text of
which was released on February 7. US
Trade Representative Jamieson Greer has
said India is a “tough nut to crack”.

Following the decision of the US Supreme
Court against the sweeping tariffs imposed
by US President Donald Trump on a num-
ber of countries, the Trump administra-

tion imposed a 10 per cent tariff on all coun-
tries from February 24 for 150 days.
According to that framework, the US had
agreed to reduce tariffs on India to 18 per
cent, from 50 per cent. 

It had removed the 25 per cent tariffs on
Indian goods for buying Russian oil and
was to cut the remaining 25 per cent to 18
per cent under the pact. 

But on February 20, the US Supreme
Court ruled against Trump’s reciprocal tar-
iffs which were imposed under the 1977
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA). After that, the President
announced the imposition of 10 per cent
tariffs on all countries for 150 days, start-
ing February 24. 

India, US make positive...

Pakistan has been trying to restart cease-
fire negotiations between Iran and the
United States, but details have been scant
so far. The stand-off between the US and
Iran has effectively choked off nearly all
exports through the Strait of Hormuz, where
20 per cent of the world’s traded oil pass-
es in peacetime, with no end in sight.

The UN peacekeeping force deployed in
southern Lebanon, or UNIFIL, says
Corporal Rico Pramudia, 31, died at a Beirut
hospital after he was critically wounded

following a projectile explosion in his base
in Adchit al-Qusayr, southern Lebanon, on
March 29. The attack in Adchit al-Qusayr
also killed an Indonesian peacekeeper. Two
other Indonesian peacekeepers were also
killed in southern Lebanon shortly after.

Kuwait says, explosive drones launched
from Iraq have struck two sites on the
northern land border on Friday morning.
The Kuwait army said on X that the drones
caused material damage, but that there were
no reports of casualties.

Stand-off intensifies after...

(Contd from front page)
initial ceasefire went into effect last Friday,
there have been multiple violations by
both sides. Despite that, these were the
first direct diplomatic talks in decades
between Israel and Lebanon and repre-
sented a major step for neighboring coun-
tries that officially have been at war since
Israel’s inception in 1948. 

The initial 10-day ceasefire had been
due to expire Monday. “The United States
is going to work with Lebanon in order to

help it protect itself from Hezbollah,” Trump
said in a social media post. 

He added later in the Oval Office that he
expects to meet in Washington with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun in the
next couple of weeks. Trump told reporters,
while surrounded by the ambassadors as
well as Vice President JD Vance and
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, that Israel
has a right to defend itself “if they’re shot
at, and they will.” 

‘Israel-Hezbollah truce...

GROOM CLIMBS LADDER TO DON 100-FT CURRENCY
GARLAND: A 20-SECOND video showing a groom climbing
a ladder to wear a 100-feet-long garland reportedly made of
Rs 500 and Rs 100 notes in Rajasthan’s Deeg has surfaced
online, with locals claiming it to be part of wedding rituals.

In the video, which has created a stir on social media, the
groom is seen ascending a ladder to reach the height required
to wear the unusually long garland, while several people on
the ground support and balance its length. Parked vehicles,
including jeeps, are visible below, highlighting the scale of
the display. 

IMPHAL, Apr 24 (PTI)

THREE persons were killed in two
separate incidents of firing between
armed groups of rival tribal com-
munities in Manipur’s Ukhrul dis-

trict on Friday morning, officials
said. In one incident near Mullam
village, security forces recovered
two bodies around 11.25 am, they
said. The deceased, identified as L
Sitlhou and P Haolai, were found

in camouflage outfits with bullet
injuries, officials added.

Earlier, a heavy exchange of fire
broke out between armed militants
at Mullam village in the Tangkhul
Naga-majority district around 5.30
am. Some outlying houses in the
village were also set on fire by the
militants. Moreover, over six per-
sons were injured. Of the six injured,
three belong to the Kuki commu-
nity and three to the Naga com-
munity. 

In a separate incident, a 29-year-
old man, identified as H Jamang
from Chatric Khullen in Kamjong
district, was killed on the spot in
an ambush by armed militants near
Sinakeithei village in Ukhrul dis-
trict early Friday morning, officials
said. 

The body has been recovered,
they added. The Tangkhul Naga
Long, the apex body of the Tangkhul
Naga community, expressed “pro-
found sadness” over Jamang’s
killing.

NEW DELHI, Apr 24 (PTI)

THE BJP Friday said the AAP is in “complete disarray” and has become a “den of corruption” after seven of
its Rajya Sabha members, including Raghav
Chadha and Sandeep Pathak, quit and
announced they are joining the BJP. 

In a post on X, BJP national spokesperson
Pradeep Bhandari said, “No one believes in the
corrupt AAP. The party, which started by claim-
ing to be a party with a difference, has become
a den of corruption.” 

BJP IT department head Amit Malviya said on
X, “The Aam Aadmi Party is in complete disar-
ray. The collapse is no longer speculation; it is
unfolding in real time.” Chadha and Pathak on
Friday announced that they are joining the BJP
along with five other MPs of the party. 

Addressing a press conference here, Chadha
said that seven out of 10 Rajya Sabha members
of AAP are set to merge with the BJP. 
BJP BETRAYED PUNJAB: KEJRIWAL: AAP
national convener Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday
said the BJP had once again betrayed the peo-
ple of Punjab after seven Rajya Sabha MPs quit
the party.

Kejriwal, in a post on X, said, “The BJP has
once again betrayed Punjabis.”

Chadha claimed that nearly two-thirds of
AAP’s Rajya Sabha MPs had quit the party and
would join the BJP as a separate faction.

Chadha said several RS MPs, had also quit
AAP.
‘BJP USING
CHADHA AS
‘TOOL’ TO SPLIT
PARTY’: RULING
Aam Aadmi
Party’s Punjab
unit on Friday
accused the BJP
of attempting to
engineer a split by
using former sen-
ior leader Raghav
Chadha as a ‘tool’. 

3 killed in twin firing
incidents in Manipur

‘Corrupt’ AAP in complete disarray: BJP

The attackers set on fire vehicle in Ukhrul district, Manipur, on Friday. 


