
6 drown in Cauvery, CM 
announces Rs 5L relief

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Mysuru

SIX people, including three 
children, who had gathered 
for an urus, drowned in the 
C a u v e r y  r i v e r  n e a r 
Arkeshwara Temple in KR 
Nagar taluk of  Mysuru dis-
trict on Sunday.

All the deceased had come 
to a nearby dargah. As they 
were playing in the river, 
one of  them slipped away, 
while others, trying to res-
cue the person, entered the 
water. The deceased were 
identified as Fatima (42),
wife of  Ismail from Udaya-
giri in Mysuru; Mohammed 
Yasin (23), son of  Moham-
med Babu, an autorickshaw 
driver from SBR Layout, 
Bengaluru; Neha Kausar 
(19), wife of  Mohammed Ya-
sin, from SBR Layout, Ben-
galuru; Uzeir (5), son of  
Sadiq, from Udayagiri, 
Mysuru; Emma Aiman (13), 
daughter of  Arif, from Ka-

dugondanahalli, Bengaluru; 
and Afif  Ahmed (13), child 
of  Riyaz Pasha from Muslim 
Block, KR Nagar.

Expressing grief, Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah post-
ed on X that he was deeply 
saddened by the deaths. He 
announced a compensation 
of  Rs 5 lakh to the relatives 
of  each deceased. Mysuru 
SP Mallikarjun Baladangi 
and KR Nagar police have 
visited the spot and are in-
vestigating the circumstanc-
es that led to the tragedy.

Accident on 
NH-50 kills 
4, injures 25
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  H o s a p e t e

A serial accident claimed four 
lives and left at least 25 people 
injured near Danapur village 
in Hosapete taluk on Sunday. 
The accident occurred on a 
stretch of  the National High-
way-50 where ongoing road re-
pair and bridge construction 
work had restricted traffic 
movement to a single lane.

A lorry transporting sacks of  
garlic from Delhi to Bengaluru 
lost control and rammed into 
multiple vehicles. It first hit a 
car before crashing into a gov-
ernment bus and then three 
motorcycles. It then hit a van 
and a container lorry before 
overturning by the roadside, 
according to the police.

The deceased have been iden-
tified as Sujatha (40) and her 
father Nagappa (80), residents 
of  Kittur village in Hagaribom-
manahalli taluk, and Durgappa 
(55) from Talebasapura tanda, 
who was riding one of  the mo-
torcycles. Authorities later con-
firmed that the death toll had 
risen to four.

The injured include passen-
gers of the government bus, 
which was heading from Hosa-
pete to Chitradurga. The lorry 
rear-ended the bus, leaving 
around 25 passengers injured. 
All of  them were immediately 
shifted to the Hosapete Govern-
ment Hospital. Of  the injured, 
six were referred to the Koppal
District Hospital for advanced 
care, while the remaining are 
being treated at the Hosapete 
district hospital.

Police said the ongoing high-
way repair work, which had re-
duced traffic movement to one 
side, could be the major reason 
for the accident.

Tata Trusts scraps Parsi-only clause
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Mumbai

TATA Trusts, led by chairman 
Noel Tata, on Sunday said it has 
decided to correct certain claus-
es in the trust deed of  the Bai 
Hirabai Jamsetji Tata Navsari 
Charitable Institution that re-
strict trusteeship to Parsis, and 
that too to those residing in the 
erstwhile Bombay Presidency.

“The trustees, at their April 
17 meeting, have decided to ini-
tiate proceedings... for altera-
tion of  restrictive clauses with 
respect to the eligibility of  trus-

tees,” Tata Trusts said in a rare 
public statement.

The development comes days 
after Mehli Mistry, a former 
trustee of  the Tata Trusts, 
challenged the appoint-
ments of  industrialist 
Venu Srinivasan and 
former defence secre-
tary Vijay Singh to the 
board of  Hirabai Trust in 
a complaint to the Mahar-
ashtra Charity Commissioner.

The dozen-odd trusts, which 
own 66.4% of  the nation’s larg-
est business group, have been 
embroiled controversy ever 

since Noel Tata became chair-
man in 2024. Several trustees 
questioned the trusts’ function-
ing and sought the listing of  

holding company Tata Sons.
Non-Zoroastrians  have 
been appointed to the 
trusts since 2000, follow-
ing a legal opinion ob-
tained from for mer 

Chief  Justice of  India M 
H Kania. Tata Sons director 

R Krishna Kumar became the 
first non-Parsi trustee on the 
board of  the Hirabai Trust, cre-
ated under a 1916 codicil to the 
will of  Ratan Tata.

N E W  C H A P T E R

PUB BRAWL
MAN PUSHED FROM 

2ND FLOOR, DIES
A 30-year-old man died on 

the spot after he was 
allegedly pushed from the 

second floor of a pub in 
Vijayanagar, Mysuru, late on 
Saturday night following a 

heated altercation. The 
deceased, Nishanth, was a 

resident of Gokulam in 
Mysuru. | P5

AI tool from CBI to save 
people from digi-arrest 
New Delhi: In a first, the CBI is all 
set to unveil an artificial 
intelligence-powered chatbot on 
Monday to deal with digital arrest 
fraud cases and to help people 
verify the authenticity of notices 
reportedly issued to them. P7

PBKS beat LSG by 54 
runs, remain on top 
Priyansh Arya from PBKS, one of 
the country’s most talked about 
T20 batting talent alongside 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, smashed 
his way to 93 as PBKS demolished 
Lucknow Super Kings by 54 runs 
in an IPL match on Sunday.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Public gather in front of a hospital 
in KR Nagar where the survivors are 
under treatment

H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh 

ABOUT 9,000 Indians, most of  
them students from Punjab, 
who had sought asylum in 
Canada, are facing deportation 
under the country’s new immi-
gration law. Bill C-12, enacted 
on March 26, tightens rules for 
asylum seekers in Canada. 

Many students from Punjab, 
who had adopted the asylum 
route to extend their stay in 
Canada after completing their 
studies there, due to stringent 
visa rules and limited path-
ways to permanent residency, 
would be affected.

A spokesperson for the Ca-
nadian Immigration Minister 
said the government is now 
implementing the new law and 
is in the process of  sending 
procedural fairness letters to 
affected  individuals.

According to reports, Immi-
gration, Refugees and Citizen-
ship Canada (IRCC) has told 

some of  them to leave the coun-
try immediately.

Reports said the IRCC has is-
sued procedural fairness no-

tices to 30,000 asylum seekers, 
including 9,000 from India, in-
forming them that their asy-
lum claims may no longer 
qualify and advising them to 
leave Canada voluntarily or 
face enforcement action. 

The IRCC has clarified that 
those receiving the notice have 
21 days to submit additional 
information. 

Failure to respond to the no-
tice could lead to deportation 
proceedings, it said.

These notices have triggered 
panic. Affected individuals 
have been advised to consult 
registered immigration con-
sultants or lawyers and gather 
all supporting documents.

Bill C-12 retroactively bars 
individuals who entered Cana-
da more than one year prior to 
filing an asylum claim from re-
ferring their cases to the Immi-
gration and Refugee Board. 
This rule applies to entries dat-
ing back to June 24, 2020.

J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

IN a calibrated move, the gov-
ernment is set to appoint former 
Union Minister and former Tri-
namool Congress leader Dinesh 
Trivedi as India’s next High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh, 
opting for a political heavy-
weight over a career diplomat 
at a moment of  cautious reset 
in Dhaka-New Delhi ties.

Though Bangladesh had 
been quietly informed that the 
next envoy would be a political 
appointee, Trivedi’s selection 
stands out for both its timing 
and signalling value. 

He replaces Pranay Verma, 
who moves to Brussels as In-
dia’s ambassador to the Euro-
pean Union. Trivedi becomes 
one of  the few overtly political 
nominees to a sensitive neigh-
bourhood posting in recent 
years. The appointment comes 
as India looks to reset its Bang-

ladesh pol-
icy amid 
an evolv-
ing politi-
cal land-
s c a p e 
under Tar-
ique Rah-
m a n 
dispensa-
tion.

Against this backdrop, send-
ing a 75-year-old political vet-
eran suggests a deliberate piv-
ot :  from protocol -heavy 
diplomacy to a more politically 
managed engagement, where 
messaging, access and negotia-
tion bandwidth may outweigh 
traditional bureaucratic conti-
nuity. The move also carries 
domestic political messaging 
as Trivedi is a former TMC 
leader. 

Trivedi’s own arc—from a 
Trinamool Congress minister 
in the UPA government under 
Manmohan Singh to a BJP en-
trant in 2021—adds a layer of  
political adaptability that may 
be seen as useful in a complex 
bilateral setting. His parlia-
mentary experience across 
both Houses, and familiarity 
with West Bengal’s political 
landscape, could also prove rel-
evant in managing cross-bor-
der sensitivities. 

H A R I N I  M  @ Virudhunagar

AT least 23 workers were 
charred to death and 11 others 
sustained injuries in a mas-
sive explosion at Vanaja fire-
works unit at Kattanarpatti 
village near Virudhunagar in 
Tamil Nadu on Sunday. At 
least five policemen, media 
personnel, including TNIE 
senior photojournalist KK 
Sundar, and a few fire and res-
cue services personnel suf-
fered injuries in a second blast 
at the private firecracker unit 
during rescue operation 
around 7pm, sources said.  

Based on preliminary in-
quiry, police said the incident 
happened around 3 pm when 
around 50 employees were 
working at the DRO-licensed 
unit. The blast is believed to 

have originated in the front ve-
randa area, where workers 
were allegedly handling raw 
materials. The impact of  the 
blast was so severe that at least 
four rooms were reduced to 
rubble, and several adjacent 
structures were completely lev-
elled. Sources said fire and res-
cue services personnel battled 
the flames for several hours.

So far, police have identified 
the deceased as K Velsamy (56), 

S Porkodi (63) both from 
Thiruthangal village, K Pandi-
ammal (55), M Bakyalakshmi 
(40), K Kaliammal (45), M Ind-
hurani (46), R Mariammal (57), 
K Maruthan (50), his wife Nag-
ammal (48), K Pandiammal (54), 
A Janaki (55) and I Nachiam-
mal (55), all from Servaikaran-
patti. The charred bodies of  the 
deceased were shifted to Gov-
ernment Virudhunagar Medi-
cal College Hospital and the 

injured are also getting treat-
ment at the same hospital. 

Police identified the injured
as Saratha, Panjavarnam, 
Petchiammal, Sangli Thangam, 
Veerabathran, Arunkumar, a 
12-year-old V Sathish (son of  
one of  the workers who was 
playing at the spot). Among the 
injured, Petchiammal and Pan-
javarnam sustained more than 
80% burns and are said to be 
critical. The rescue operations
resumed post a brief  halt after 
the second blast.Minister 
KKSSR Ramachandran said 
that CM M K Stalin will an-
nounce compensation after get-
ting approval from the ECI.  

President Droupadi Murmu, 
Vice President CP Rad-
hakrishnan, PM Narendra Modi 
and CM MK Stalin have ex-
pressed their condolences.  P7

P A R V E Z  S U L T A N  @ New Delhi

A day after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi hit out at the 
Opposition for voting against 
the women’s quota bill in the 
Lok Sabha, the Left parties 
wrote to Chief  Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar al-
leging Modi’s address to the na-
tion violated the poll 
code. A Congress 
leader in Kerala also 
wrote to the EC 
against the alleged 
violation, while West 
Bengal Chief  Minis-
ter and TMC supremo 
Mamata Banerjee 
said she would soon 
f i le  a  complaint 
against Modi’s “ille-
gal campaign”.

In separate letters 
to the poll panel, 
CPI(M) general secre-
tary M A Baby and 
CPI Rajya Sabha MP 
P Sandosh Kumar al-
leged misuse of  the 
public broadcaster 
Doordarshan influ-
encing public opinion 
in states where vot-
ing is scheduled in 
the coming days.

In his letter, Baby said the 
PM’s televised address consti-
tutes a flagrant breach of  the 
MCC provision laid down in 
the section under the heading 
Party in Power. “It was blatant-
ly political, targeting the oppo-
sition parties… and seeking to 
influence public opinion, in-
cluding the voters of  Tamil 

Nadu and West Bengal, in fa-
vour of  the ruling party,” he 
said, adding that appropriate 
proceedings should be initiated 
against Modi and the authori-
ties concerned.

CPI’s Sandosh Kumar, in his 
letter to the CEC, said that Mo-
di’s speech contained direct at-
tempts at influencing public 

opinion on a matter 
that is under active 
political contestation. 
“What is even more 
concerning is that 
this address was 
broadcast on national 
public broadcasters 
such as Doordarshan 
and Sansad TV. It un-
dermines the level-
playing field that the 
EC is constitutionally 
mandated to uphold 
during the period 
when the MCC is in 
operation,” he said. 

In his complaint to 
the Election Commis-
sion of  India, former 
Congress MLA Anil 
Akkara termed the 
PM’s address “a grave 
breach of  election 
protocols” and sought 
a detailed probe and 

appropriate legal action.
TMC supremo Mamata Ban-

erjee alleged Modi indulged in 
“illegal campaign” for the BJP 
through his address to the na-
tion regarding the women’s 
quota bill. “We condemn this 
and will file a complaint (to the 
Election Commission),” she 
said on Sunday. 

BENGALURU � MONDAY � APRIL 20, 2026 � `9.00 � PAGES 12 � MYSURU EDITION

CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA ■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE ■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOGGA ■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY ■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI ■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR ■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM ■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM ■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

US President Donald Trump renewed his threats 
to destroy Iran’s vital infrastructure if it did not  
agree to a deal with the US to end the war

DAY AFTER SHIPS FIRED AT, STRAIT STAYS SHUT   
■  The Strait of Hormuz remained closed on Sunday. Trump slammed 

Iran for violating the ceasefire by firing upon ships transiting the strait 
■  Meanwhile, Iran doubled down on its pledge to curb ships transiting 

through the strategic waterway. “It is impossible for others to pass,  
while we cannot,” Iranian speaker Mohammed Ghalibaf said | P9

‘NO MORE MR. NICE GUY’, TRUMP WARNS IRAN
Trump said his negotiators would arrive in Islamabad on Monday evening. 
Ahead of the expected talks, Trump stepped up his threats saying the US 
will “knock out every single power plant and bridge in Iran” if it does not 
agree to the deal he offers. “NO MORE MR. NICE GUY!” he wrote on Truth 
Social. Vice President J D Vance is expected to lead the US delegation 

U.S. DELEGATION TO REACH PAKISTAN 
TODAY TO RESUME TALKS WITH IRAN  Wednesday

WHEN THE CURRENT CEASEFIRE 
BETWEEN IRAN AND THE U.S. EXPIRES

Modi’s address to 
nation flouted poll 
code: Left parties

What MCC 
guidelines say
The party in power 

whether at the 
Centre or in the 
State or States 

concerned, shall 
ensure that no 

cause is given for 
any complaint that 

it has used its 
official position for 
the purposes of its 
election campaign

23 killed, 11 injured in explosion 
at Tamil Nadu firecracker unit

Police, some media personnel, including TNIE photographer, hurt in second blast during rescue op

A DEAFENING BLAST AND CALL OF DUTY
Virudhunagar: In a firsthand account, TNIE’s 
photojournalist K K Sundar recounts a harrowing 
experience during the blast at Kattanapatti.  While 
approaching the site on a Sunday, Sundar was nearly 
caught in a massive secondary blast. The explosion was 
so powerful it caused temporary disorientation and a 

head injury from flying debris. Despite the physical trauma and rising 
panic, Sundar overcame personal fear to answer his call of duty | P7

Concrete structures reduced to rubble at the Vanaja fireworks unit in Kattanarpatti after a massive explosion; (right) fire and rescue 
services personnel carrying an injured man to safety; (inset) a woman breaks down outside the Virudhunagar MCH | K K SUNDAR

9,000 Indians facing deportation 
from Canada as new law kicks in

Ex-Union min 
Trivedi to be 
India’s next 
envoy to Dhaka

Tighter curbs 
on asylum seekers

Under Bill C-12, which came 
into force on March 26,  

individuals applying for asylum 
more than one year after 
arriving in Canada will be 

deemed ineligible for a full 
hearing before the Immigration 

and Refugee Board

RETURN TO HEYDAYS
Tourists pose for a photo in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday. A year after 
the terrorist attack, visitors are slowly returning to the tourist spot |  ZAHOOR PUNJABI
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Cops launch QR 
code system to 

report drug abuse
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Mysuru

IN a significant step towards 
curbing drug abuse among stu-
dents, the Mysuru City Police 
have launched a new QR code-
based system that allows indi-
viduals to report drug-related 
activities anonymously. Intro-
duced under the ‘Students Safe-
ty Initiative’, the programme 
aims at ensuring a safer envi-
ronment across all educational 
institutions in the city.

The newly-launched ‘Anony-
mous Drug Complaint Portal 
for Students’ enables students 
and the public to report inci-
dents of  drug consumption, 
sale, transport, and peddling 
within 30 seconds by simply 
scanning a QR code.

Police officials said that the 
system guarantees 100% ano-
nymity. Complainants are not 
required to provide their name, 
phone number, or any personal 
details, and their mobile devic-
es will not be tracked. Authori-
ties have assured that all infor-
mation shared will remain 

strictly confidential.
As part of  the rollout, posters 

featuring the QR code have 
been distributed across colleg-
es and educational institutions 
in Mysuru to encourage wide-
spread usage. Additionally, a 
dedicated helpline number  
8277948080 under the Vimukthi 
initiative has been provided for 
reporting drug-related activi-
ties, said City Police Commis-
sioner Seema Latkar.

To strengthen the initiative, 
a meeting was held with princi-
pals and heads of  various insti-
tutions across the city. Repre-
sentatives from over 75 colleges 
and educational institutions 
participated and expressed 
their support for conducting 
regular inspections and aware-
ness programmes to prevent 
drug abuse among students.

The Mysuru City Police have 
urged students and the public 
to actively use the anonymous 
reporting system and collabo-
rate with authorities in their 
efforts to make Mysuru a drug-
free city.

Five years after oxygen tragedy, 
hope breathes again for victims’ kin
Cabinet nod for 25 individuals identified based on qualifications, eligibility for group D jobs

K A R T H I K  K  K  @Mysuru

NEARLY five years after a 
night of  helplessness that came 
to define one of  the darkest 
pandemic chapters in the coun-
try, hope is finally knocking on 
the doors of  families who lost 
their loved ones in the Chama-
rajanagar oxygen tragedy.

For Sowmya, the wait has 
been long, uncertain, and pain-
ful. Her husband Doddaiah was 
like any other father quietly de-
termined to give his children a 
b e t t e r  f u t u r e  t h r o u g h 
education. 

But fate intervened cruelly 
when he contracted Covid-19 
and became one among the 35 
victims who died gasping for 
oxygen that fateful night in 
Chamarajanagar. What fol-
lowed was a relentless struggle. 
Left to fend for her family, Sow-
mya spent the last five years 
taking up odd jobs just to en-
sure two meals a day and keep 

her children in school. Against 
all odds, she held on. Today, her 
perseverance stands vindicated 
as her son Shashank, now in 
the final year of  his engineer-
ing, is set to receive a govern-
ment job.

This is not an isolated story. 
Across Chamarajanagar dis-
trict, families who endured sim-
ilar loss and hardship are now 
on the brink of  long-awaited re-
lief. On April 21, Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah is scheduled to 
distribute official government 
appointment orders to over 25 
eligible members of  such be-
reaved families at a special 
event in Gundlupet.

This marks the first phase of  
the government’s commitment, 
with 25 beneficiaries identified 
based on qualifications and eli-
gibility. Many of  them will be 
appointed to roles at the Cha-
marajanagar Institute of  Medi-
cal Sciences (CIMS), offering 
not just employment but also 

the dignity of  working within 
their home district. The an-
nouncement brings closure to a 
promise that had lingered for 
over five years. For many fami-
lies, the memories of  that trag-
ic night remain raw. The trau-
ma of  watching loved ones 
struggle for breath without ox-
ygen continues to haunt them.

Yet, this gesture based on the 
report of  the committee that 
probed the tragedy and follow-
ing cabinet approval by the 
state government, it is being 
seen as more than just employ-
ment but as an answer of  ac-
countability, and a step towards 
healing.

“Only god knows how we 
struggled to eke out living over 
the last five years. With the de-
mise of  the only earning mem-
ber, we had lost all hope. My 
son had to quit his degree for 
one year. I did all odd jobs and 
finally our demands are seeing
the light. My son will be receiv-

ing the work order for the 
group-D post at CIMS,” said 
Sowmya.

Most of  them have got group-
D posts based on their qualifi-
cation while a few have received 
driver posts.

During his visit to Gundlupet 
taluk in Chamarajanagar dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi had 
personally met the grieving 
families, offering condolences 
and assurance. Alongside him, 
Siddaramaiah and Deputy 
Chief  Minister D K Shivaku-
mar had pledged that if  their 
party came to power, govern-
ment jobs would be provided to 
the victims’ kin.

Now with the government 
getting a cabinet approval and 
solving the technical issues 
which had kept the process on 
hold have decided to distribute 
the work order to them at Gund-
lupet taluk where they had 
once taken pledge.

Rowdy-sheeters taken by surprise as cops raid houses
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @KGF

ROWDY-sheeters were taken by 
surprise after police teams con-
ducted raids on their residenc-
es in the wee hours of  Sunday.

The operation, held under 
the direct supervision of  KGF 
SP Shivanshu Rajput, involved 
DySP Lakshmaiah, five circle-
inspectors, and 10 sub-inspec-
tors, along with both male and 
female police personnel.

During the raids, police seized 
two lethal weapons from the 
house of  rowdy-sheeter Jay-
akanth and one weapon from 
the residence of  Sharath, alias 
Dodda Sharath. Both individu-
als were arrested, produced be-
fore the court, and remanded to 

judicial custody. Speaking to me-
dia persons, Rajput said the 
raids were carried out after ob-

taining search warrants from 
the court. Multiple teams, led by 
circle-inspectors and sub-inspec-

tors, simultaneously searched
the houses of  several active row-
dy sheeters like Jayakanth, 
Sharath (alias Dodda Sharath), 
Prashanth (alias Lal), D’Silva, 
German Julius Shiva, Raja, Sab-
harish, Kumar, and Sunil.

Rajput urged the public to co-
operate with the police and re-
port any information about 
rowdy-sheeters involved in ac-
tivities such as intimidation or 
land grabbing. He assured that 
the identity of  informants 
would be kept confidential.

He also added that individu-
als who reform, take up regular 
employment, and lead a stable 
family life may be considered 
for removal from the rowdy-
sheeter list.

Mysuru prof 
made member 
of Rapid Food 
Testing panel
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mysuru

IN a significant recognition for 
his expertise, Prof  Hariprasad 
P, a Mysuru native and profes-
sor at the Indian Institute of  
Technology (IIT), Delhi, has 
been appointed as a member of
a high-level committee on Rap-
id Analytical Food Testing con-
stituted by the Government of  
India under the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of  In-
dia (FSSAI).

The panel comprises nine ex-
perts from across the country, 
and is tasked with strengthen-
ing rapid analytical methods 
for food testing to ensure safety 
and quality standards.

Prof  Hariprasad brings dec-
ades of  experience in agricul-
tural microbial biotechnology, 
applied secondary metabo-
lomics, and the development of  
rapid detection kits. He began 
his research career as a DBT 
Research Associate at the Cen-
tral Food Technological Re-
search Institute (CFTRI) in 
Mysuru. In 2013, he joined IIT 
Delhi as an Assistant Professor, 
was promoted to Associate Pro-
fessor in 2020, and became a full 
Professor in 2025.

His research focuses on sus-
tainable agro-ecosystems, inte-
grating laboratory innovations 
with real-world applications in 
agriculture and microbial safety. 
He has published several re-
search papers in reputed jour-
nals and has received multiple 
accolades, including the PP Sing-
hal Memorial Award conferred 
by Pesticide India Industries.

FORECAST
Afternoon clouds

MAX

360C
MIN

210C
Sunrise 06.04 am

Sunset 06.32 pm

Moonrise 08.16 am

Moonset 09.43 pm

ALMANAC TODAY
 Monday: 20.04.2026  Year: Parabhava  Ayana: Uttharayana

  Ritu: Vasantha  Masa: Vaishaka  Paksha: Sukla  Tithi: Thrutheeya 10.54 am
 Nakshatra: Krithika 7.50 am  Moon in Mithuna Rashi   Rahukaala: 07:30 am to 09:00 am

 Gulikakala: 01:30 pm to 03:00 pm   Yamaganda: 10:30 am to 12:00 pm WEATHER

H O L I DAY  M AT H I S
20th April : Taurus Season Open When no one is looking 

through a telescope, it’s merely an instrument. 
What makes it a telescope is the eyes and mind of 

the astronomer. Aries alignments involving Mercury, 
Saturn and Mars are an excellent reminder that the 
one who makes your life animate is you. The scene 

isn’t happening around or to you. It’s happening (SET 
ITAL)because(END ITAL) of you. You are the scene.
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TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH  
OUR UNIQUE PUZZLE
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SUDOKU

CROSS WORD

ACROSS DOWN

����

UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.
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SATURDAY’S SOLUTIONS

  1 Weapon made from spare parts (5)
  8 Outstanding feature
 of country spot (8)
  9 Many are fond of a spice (5)
  10 Maybe finding rent a lot
 but not complaining (8)
  11 Deprive one of his occupation (5)
  12 Take a chance with
 the better half (3)
  16 Squirm and wither away (6)
  17 Spoke of alternative
 possible date (6)
  18 Furious, being brought
 back by parent (3)
  23 Lives with a girl in spring (5)
  24 Gives way and dies (8)
  25 Play it softly lad with a ring (5)
  26 Arrival of actor is seen
 to cause delight (8)
  27 Fresh ideas give confidence (5)

Across:����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������

Down:������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������

  2 Friend goes to States for talks (8)
  3 Recommend someone
 to take legal action (8)
  4 Promise the old man a part (6)
  5 Dread variety of snake (5)
  6 Fare for a boy going
 to South Africa (5)
  7 Stake out and fish (5)
  12 It may be posted in quadruple (3)
  13 Look up the French
 word for cat (3)
  14 The fighters’ craft (8)
  15 Honoured by the voters but
 dishonoured by the bank (8)
  19 Superior o�ce (6)
  20 Rewriting Yeats up
 to the moment (2,3)
  21 A charming French accent (5)
  22 Sand possibly holds uranium
 in this Arab country (5)

JUMBLE
BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Saturday’s

City Police Commissioner Seema Latkar and senior police officials launch QR scanner 
to report drug menace in Mysuru on Sunday |  EXPRESS

BASAVA JAYANTI
Folk artistes perform during Basava Jayanti procession in Mysuru on Sunday |  UDAYASHANKAR S

MCCI, Jain forum donate wheelchairs, water pots
Mysuru: The Mysore Chamber of Commerce and Industries (MCCI) 

along with Jain Milan Charitable Trust, Mysuru, has donated 10 
wheelchairs and 25 drinking water pots to the Mysuru Division of 

the South Western Railways. The wheelchairs will significantly 
assist elderly and differently-abled passengers, ensuring better 

accessibility and ease of movement. The drinking water pots have 
been provided to enhance basic amenities and ensure availability of 

clean drinking water for passengers. On behalf of the MCCI, 
divisional railway commercial officer, Mysuru Division, Lohith J was 

felicitated by MCCI president Dr K B Lingaraju. Divisional Railway 
Manager Mudit Mittal, MCCI honorary joint secretary Vinod Jain, 

executive committee member M C Bhansali, and members of the 
Jain Milan Charitable Trust were also present. ENS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Mysuru

“WE are living in a peculiar 
phase of  time. There is a con-
cern that folk stories, ragi, and 
such traditions are becoming 
relics of  the past,” Rangayan di-
rector Satish Tiptur has said.

Releasing the book ‘Bhoomige 
Ragi Bandaddu’ at an event here 
on Sunday at the Institution of  
Engineers auditorium, Tiptur 
said when we think about how 
to engage today’s children, over 
25% of  urban-centric children 
and parents believe that ragi, 
rice, clothes, and everything else 
simply come from shops.

“They are unaware of  their 
connection to the soil. The 
question is what stories and 
ideas should we sow in chil-
dren’s minds? Our elders cre-
ated stories to expand their 
knowledge, and these have 
flown from generation to gen-
eration. These stories must be 
passed on to children. We must 
nurture their minds so they are 
able to receive them. This book 
is one such effort,” he said.

Speaking about the book, di-
rector of  the Outreach Wing at 
Karnataka State Open Univer-
sity Dr R Santosh Nayak said: 
“Many of  us grew up listening 
to folk stories. But today, myth-
ological narratives have be-
come more dominant than folk 
tales. There is a growing ten-
dency to link every person, 
place, or subject to mythology. 
However, mythology often rep-
resents an unseen world and 
may not be closely connected to 
everyday life.”

‘Kids’ minds 
must be 
nurtured to 
receive stories’

Police personnel raid the house of rowdy-sheeter Jayakanth in KGF in the wee hours 
of Sunday |  EXPRESS

Prof Hariprasad P |  EXPRESS
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WOMEN QUOTA BILL: JDS PLANS 
STATE-WIDE STIR AGAINST CONG
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kolar

JDS leaders have accused the Con-
gress of  being “anti-people” for ob-
structing the implementation of  the 
Women’s Reservation Bill. They 
claimed that this has hindered the 
NDA government’s efforts to provide 
social justice to women, and warned 
that the public would respond in the 
upcoming elections.

Members of  the JDS women’s wing 
staged a protest at Kolar Bus Stand 
Circle, stating that the 33% reserva-
tion bill for women, introduced in the 
Lok Sabha, failed due to lack of  suf-
ficient support. They announced 
plans to launch a statewide agitation 
against the Congress, accusing it of  
playing a key role in the bill’s defeat.

JDS district president and Srini-
vasapura MLA G K Venkatashiva 

Reddy alleged that the Congress had 
been blocking the women’s reserva-
tion issue for decades and was now 
continuing that trend by opposing 
the bill introduced by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. He questioned 
the party’s commitment to women’s 
empowerment and said women vot-
ers would hold it accountable in fu-
ture elections.

Legislative Council member In-
chara Govindaraju said the bill failed 
to secure the required two-thirds ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha. He claimed 
that while 298 MPs supported the bill, 
230 opposed it, and expressed con-
cern that 30 out of  74 women MPs 
voted against it.

Stating that women are equal to 
men in strength and capability, sen-
ior JDS leader C M R Srinath criti-
cised the opposition to granting 33% 

reservation despite women constitut-
ing nearly half  the population. He 
urged women to be vigilant and re-
consider their support for the 
Congress.

JDS women’s unit district presi-
dent Gayatri Muddappa said the bill 
had been approved as early as 1996 
but was never implemented. She add-
ed that even state-level efforts in 2016 
did not receive adequate support. 
She criticised opposition parties for 
not backing the bill when it was re-
introduced by the NDA government, 
and highlighted the historical contri-
butions of  women rulers in India.

The regional party announced that 
it will organise a large-scale protest 
across the state against the Congress 
for opposing the  Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam dubbed as Women’s Res-
ervation Bill.

Man dead, niece hurt after car rams into bike
KGF: A 25-year-old man died on the spot and a 15-year-old 
girl sustained serious injuries after a speeding car rammed 
into their two-wheeler at Pillagulla Halli, under the 
Bethamangala Police limits on Sunday. The deceased has 
been identified as Naveen, a resident of Gudiyatham of 
neighbouring Tamil Nadu. According to the police, Naveen 
was returning to Pitchahalli to drop his niece, who had 
visited Gudiyatham for her summer vacation. A speeding 
car heading towards Voddahalli collided with their two-
wheeler, resulting in Naveen’s death on the spot while the 
injured girl was rushed to a nearby hospital for treatment.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Newborn’s body found stuffed in schoolbag
Madikeri: The body of a newborn boy was found stuffed 
inside a school bag and dumped near the Kushalnagar–
Koppa Bridge within the jurisdiction of the Kushalnagar 
Town Police Station. According to the police, the bag was 
discovered by a passerby near the Cauvery riverbank. On 
checking the bag, the person found the body of the infant 
and alerted the authorities.ENS

Senior Congress leader and founder of the Millat Education Society Kerekate Syed Saifullah (79) passed away due to 
age--related illness at a private hospital in the city on Saturday. He is survived by his wife Farveez Saifullah, son All 
India National Youth Congress secretary Syed Khalid Ahmed, five daughters and grandchildren. The Congress minority 
leader was instrumental in supporting education for oppressed and downtrodden sections of the society. 



N A U S H A D  B I J A P U R

I
N a major political devel-
opment, the proposed 
Constitutional amend-
ment linked to the imple-
mentation of  women’s 
reservation framework 
was defeated in the Lok 
Sabha on Friday, after it 

failed to secure the mandatory 
two-thirds majority required 
for passage. The Women’s Res-
ervation Bill sought to opera-
tionalise the provision for re-
serving 33 per cent seats for 
women in Parliament and state 
legislative assemblies.

However, divisions among po-
litical parties over issues such 
as linking of  the Bill to census 
and delimitation, and the tim-
ing of  implementation led to the 
amendment falling short dur-
ing voting in the special session 
of  Parliament on Friday.

According to political observ-
ers, the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly would have seen an 
increase of  seats by at least 90 
if  the quota bill linked to de-
limitation of  constituencies 
came into force and the number 
of  Lok Sabha segments from 
Karnataka would have risen in 
number by 13 to 14. Opinion is, 
however, divided about the quo-
ta bill as all the opposition par-
ties opposed its linking to de-
limitation of  constituencies 
while many political observers 
felt the bill would be effective 
only if  it was linked to the cen-
sus plus delimitation.

The Women’s Reservation 
Bill, 2023, was passed by Parlia-
ment as the 106th Constitution-
al Amendment to enhance 
women’s representation in leg-
islatures. The legislation pro-
vides for one-third reservation 
for women in Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies. 
Under the provisions of  the 
Bill, 33 per cent of  seats in Lok 
Sabha and all state Assemblies 
will be reserved for women. 
The quota will also apply to the 
Delhi Legislative Assembly. 

One-third of  seats is already re-
served for Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) 
will be earmarked for women 
belonging to these categories.

The legislation specifies that 
reservation will come into ef-
fect only after the completion 
of  the next census and subse-
quent delimitation exercise. 
Reserved constituencies for 
women will be rotated after 
each delimitation to ensure 
wider representation across re-
gions. The Bill provides for res-
ervation to remain in force for 
a period of  15 years, though 
Parliament may extend it fur-
ther if required. However, res-
ervation does not apply to Ra-
jya Sabha or State Legislative 
Councils. The legislation is 
aimed at increasing women’s 
participation in law-making 
bodies, where their representa-

tion has historically remained 
limited.

Men hold the strings
Karnataka continues to see 
limited representation of  wom-
en in both the Legislative As-
sembly and Lok Sabha, with 
political observers noting that 
parties often field women can-
didates primarily from influen-
tial political families rather 
than promoting grassroots 
leadership.

Despite growing discussions 
on gender parity, women’s pres-
ence in the Assembly remains 
modest. Analysts argue that 

the selection process within 
major political parties tends to 
favour candidates with estab-
lished political lineage, leaving 
fewer opportunities for first-
generation women leaders.

Among the few women Mem-
bers of  Parliament from the 
state, two come from prominent 
political backgrounds. Dav-
angere MP Prabha Mallikarjun 
belongs to the family of  senior 
leader Shamanur Shivashanka-
rappa, while Chikkodi MP Pri-
yanka Jarkiholi is from the in-
fluential Jarkiholi political 
family of  Gokak. Their selec-
tion, observers say, reflects the 
broader trend of  dynastic influ-
ence in women’s candidature.

Political observers point out 
that the scenario could have 
been markedly different had 
the proposed Women’s Reser-
vation framework been imple-

mented. The reservation of  
seats for women in Parliament 
and State Assemblies was ex-
pected to open doors for candi-
dates from diverse social and 
economic backgrounds, there-
by broadening representation 
beyond established families.

Several people argue that 
such a shift would not only in-
crease the numerical presence 
of  women but also alter the na-
ture of  electoral politics in 
Karnataka by encouraging 
participation from grassroots 
activists, professionals, and 
leaders from marginalised 
communities.

With  the 
d e b at e  ove r 
women’s repre-
sentation continuing, 
stakeholders stress that 
meaningful legislative meas-
ures are needed to ensure wom-
en from across sections gain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
mainstream.

Women’s quota bill and 
Karnataka Assembly
The proposed women’s reserva-
tion framework, which faced a 
setback in Parliament, would 
have significantly reshaped 
representation in the Karnata-
ka Legislative Assembly, if  im-
plemented. The Women’s Res-
ervation law seeks to reserve 33 
per cent of  seats in all state As-
semblies, including Karnataka. 
The state currently has 224 As-
sembly constituencies, mean-
ing around 74-75 seats would be 
earmarked for women after 
implementation.

The reservation would also 
apply within seats already re-
served for Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes, ensur-
ing representation of  women 
from these communities. The 
reserved constituencies would 
be rotated after delimitation, 
bringing different regions un-

d e r 
t h e 

q u o t a 
o v e r 

time. Politi-
cal observers 

note that the de-
feat of  the amend-

ment in Parliament de-
lays the possibility of  

reserving seats for women in 
the Karnataka Assembly.

Noted politician and former 
MLC Mahantesh Kavatagimath 

described the bill 
as historic if  im-
plemented, and 
said it would make 
way for the ag-
gressive develop-
ment of  the coun-
try with women in 
frontline politics. 
“Once the bill is 
i m p l e m e n t e d , 
women folk will 
have a major say 
in all the impor-
tant affairs and 
policies of  the gov-

ernment and we 
will also see the emergence of  
a large number of women lead-
ers across the country,” Kavat-
agimath adds.

The number of  parliamenta-
ry constituencies in Karnataka 
will increase by 12 to 14 seats, 
and assembly segments by 
about 90 to 100 seats once the 
bill comes into effect, he said, 
adding that the bill would 
change the face of  Karnataka 
politics if  implemented.

Priyanka Satish Jarkiholi, 
Congress MP from Chikkodi, 
has voiced strong opposition to 
the 2026 delimitation bill which 

was linked to the women’s quo-
ta bill, warning that it could 
disturb India’s federal struc-
ture and political balance 
among states. She cautioned 
that southern states, which 
have performed well in family 
planning, education and 
healthcare, could lose parlia-
mentary representation if  
seats are allocated purely on 
population basis. She noted 
that states with larger popula-
tions would gain more seats, 
potentially upsetting the deli-
cate federal balance. Such a 
shift, she said, could create re-
gional bias in central policy-
making and lead to neglect of  
developed states. Belagavi MLA 
Abhay Patil said, “The Con-
gress, which opposed women’s 
reservation, has today revealed 
its true anti-women stance by 
snatching away the rights of  
mothers and sisters in the 
country. Shame on Congress.”

Political analysts see 
setback, not end 
Many politicians have termed 
the defeat of  the women’s quota 
bill in the Lok Sabha as a sig-
nificant setback, while noting 
that the broader push for in-
creased representation of  wom-
en in legislatures remains in-
tact. Analysts said the voting 
outcome reflected the absence 
of  consensus among political 
parties, particularly over link-
ing the women’s quota with 
census and delimitation exer-
cises. According to observers, 
while most parties support 
greater participation of  women 
in politics, differences over tim-
ing and implementation led to 
the bill’s defeat.

Several Congress leaders 
pointed out that tying reserva-
tion to delimitation complicat-
ed the reform and contributed 
to political divisions. They not-
ed that concerns were raised 
about potential changes in con-
stituency boundaries and their 
impact on regional representa-
tion. Despite the setback, sev-
eral politicians believe the de-
mand for women’s reservation 
will remain a key issue in fu-
ture parliamentary debates. 
They said the development de-
lays immediate implementa-
tion but keeps the question of  
enhancing women’s represen-
tation alive in the national po-
litical agenda.
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru 

BJP MP and former Union min-
ister Anurag Singh Thakur on 
Sunday warned the Congress, 
TMC, DMK, and the Samajwadi 
Party that the women of  the 
country will teach the ‘Family 
Owned and Family Operated’ 
(FOFO) opposition parties a les-
son for blocking the passage of  
the Women’s Reservation Bill.

Thakur framed the Opposi-
tion’s resistance as a “battle 
line against the Matrushakti 
(mother power) of  India,” 
warning that “those who har-
ass women—like Ravana, the 
Kauravas, and Kansa—eventu-
ally meet their end.” 

He said that “FOFO parties” 
have a fear of  young, dynamic, 
and talented women coming 
from the grassroots level. “If  
misogyny were an Olympic 
sport, Congress would win 
gold. On a global scoreboard of  
misogynistic politics, Rahul 
Gandhi can take the top spot,” 
he said, adding that those who 
never stood by women are now 
pretending to be their champi-
ons.  “Congress, TMC, DMK, 
and SP have strangled women’s 
reservation for the fifth time. 
Shame on them. The mothers 
and sisters of  this country will 
never forget this and will never 
forgive them. For them (Con-
gress), power was more impor-
tant than empowering women. 

That is the true face of  the Gan-
dhi family. There is a saying: 
‘Nari satae teen mite—Ravana, 
Kaurava, and Kansa. ‘ Now you 
can add the name of  Congress 
to it,” he said.

“No loss, only gain... Not 
even a single southern state is 
going to lose (seats), all are go-
ing to gain. Southern states are 
in a win-win situation... 129 
seats as of  today out of  543, and 
it is going to be 195 seats. I re-
quest Congress, DMK, and oth-
er political parties to stop lying 
about the loss to the southern 
Indian states,” Thakur said.

He dubbed it the opposition’s 
“false narrative” that delimita-
tion would punish and hurt 
southern states, labelling it a 

manufactured crisis by the 
DMK and Congress.

“In 2010, ‘Masterstroke of  
Duplicity,’ the UPA government 
achieved an overwhelming 186-
1 victory in the Rajya Sabha but 
deliberately refused to table the 

bill in the Lok Sabha for four 
consecutive years, allowing it 
to lapse to appease allies like 
the SP and RJD,” he alleged. 

Thakur said Congress voted 
Yes to the 2023 Nari Shakti Van-
dan Adhiniyam only because 
its implementation was trapped 
behind Congress’ own 1976 
emergency-era delimitation 
freeze, safely delaying the real-
ity until 2034. “When the Modi 
Government introduced the 
131st Amendment Bill in 2026 to 
break that freeze, bypass the 
2026 census hurdle, and ad-
vance the 33% reservation to 
the 2029 elections, Congress 
and its allies hypocritically vot-
ed NO. Only the implementa-
tion year changed between the 

two votes, proving that Con-
gress voted yes to the delay and 
no to the delivery,” he said. 

Fearing Modi taking credit, 
Cong opposing bill: Tejasvi 
Bengaluru South BJP MP Te-
jasvi Surya said, “Congress is 
opposing it out of  fear that PM  
Modi will benefit from its suc-
cess. If  women’s reservation is 
implemented, women will be in 
favour of  Modi,” he said 

“If  more seats and votes are 
given to those with higher in-
come and GDP, Mukesh Am-
bani should be the prime min-
ister. Then the finance ministry 
will have to decide the votes in-
stead of  the election commis-
sion,” he ridiculed.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

AICC president and Leader of  
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha 
Mallikarjuna Kharge on Sun-
day questioned PM Narendra 
Modi as to why he had kept the 
women’s reservation bill in 
cold storage and did not imple-
ment 33% quota for women, 
though it was unanimously 
passed in Parliament in 2023.

“Yesterday, the De-
limitation Bill was de-
feated, which is against 
SC/STs and states go-
ing for elections. That’s 
why all parties decided 
to defeat it together. 
But Modi is saying the 
Mahila Aarakshan Bill 
is defeated. The Mahila 
Aarakshan Bill is different and 
new delimitation bill is differ-
ent. We unanimously passed 
the  Mahila Aarakshan Bill in 
2023 itself. Modiji himself  con-
gratulated all parties for una-
nimity,” he told reporters.

“Why did he keep it 30 months 
in cold storage, I want to ask. 
He has not even notified the bill 
which was passed in 2023. It 
was notified only at 3am on 

April 16. It means the bill was 
not in existence, but still he 
brought an amendment. To 
which bill? So he is just playing 
to the gallery... that he is for 
women and opposition are 
against it,” he elaborated. 

Kharge claimed the Congress 
has been fighting for women’s 
reservation as it has brought 
the Bill in 2010, but it was un-
fortunately defeated in the low-
er House. “After that again we 

cooperated in 2023 and 
it was passed. Why did 
he not implement it?,” 
he said. Kharge stated, 
“BJP is the most cunning 
party. They don’t respect 
women. They themselves 
say Shudras and women 
should not be respected, 
and women should be 

kept away from  political power, 
even economic power..”

Kharge said Congress was for 
equal political representation 
for women since pre-independ-
ence as Motilal Nehru had filed 
a report in 1928. He also pointed 
out that the party has had Saro-
jini Naidu as the country’s first 
president, and was led from the 
front by women like Indira Gan-
dhi and Sonia Gandhi.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

MLC TA Sharavana has alleged
that the Congress and INDIA 
bloc leaders have set fire to the 
future of  women and criticised 
the Congress and the INDIA bloc 
over the Women’s Reservation 
Bill. The Janata Dal (Secular) 
MLC also alleged that Opposi-
tion parties had failed the objec-
tive of  giving priority to women 
in all spheres of  administration 
and providing 33% reservation 
in Parliament, by not ensuring 
the passage of  the bill. 

 “Fearing that their existence 
would be threatened if  women 
get reservation, they ensured 
the historic bill did not get a 
two-thirds majority. Through 
this, the true colours of  the Con-
gress have been exposed,” he 
lashed out. Sharavana also cred-
ited former PM HD Deve Gowda 
for introducing the concept of  
women’s reservation, particu-
larly in local bodies, and said the 
idea had its roots in the Janata 
Dal’s policies. He welcomed ef-
forts to expand the framework to 
the national level. He further 
stated that the parties in the IN-
DIA bloc have become “anti-
women” and had obstructed ef-
forts to provide equal political 
representation. He urged wom-
en voters to reject these parties 
in upcoming elections.

JDS lambasts  
INDIA bloc 
over Women’s 
Reservation Bill

K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R 
@ Ranebennur (Haveri district)

KARNATAKA Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah asserted that 
the BJP has never consistently 
demanded 33% reservation 
for women in legislative bodies, 
while reiterating that the 
Congress does not oppose 
the quota.

Speaking at a programme in 
Ranebennur town, Haveri dis-
trict, where he inaugurated and 
laid the foundation stone for 
various developmental works, 
Siddaramaiah said that the 
Women’s Reservation Bill had 
already been passed in both 
Houses of  the Parliament in 
2023. He, however, objected to 
linking the implementation of  
the reservation with the process 
of  constituency delimitation.

He recalled that reservation 
for women in local bodies was 
introduced through the 73rd 
and 74th Constitutional Amend-
ments during the tenure of  
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. “The BJP never de-
manded 33% reservation for 
women in district and taluk 
panchayats earlier. Now, they 
are raising the issue for politi-
cal reasons,” the CM said.

 Siddaramaiah expressed 
concern that the delimitation 

based on population would be 
detrimental to southern states. 
“If  representation is increased 
by 50%, Karnataka’s seats 
would rise to 42, while northern 
states would gain dispropor-
tionately. Our opposition is to 
this imbalance, not to women’s 
reservation. We support wom-
en’s reservation,” the CM said.

Siddaramaiah further stated 
that any constitutional amend-
ment requires a two-thirds ma-
jority in the Lok Sabha and 
ratification by at least half  of  
the states. He said the Congress-
led opposition alliance has op-
posed the delimitation aspect, 
not the reservation itself.

Questioning the delay in im-
plementation, he asked why 
PM Narendra Modi had not en-
forced the Bill despite it being 

passed with an overwhelming 
majority. “Had the Bill been in-
troduced without linking it to 
delimitation, there would have 
been no opposition,” Siddara-
maiah said, accusing the PM of  
politicising the issue in view of  
upcoming elections in Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal.

‘Deliberately allowed to fail’
Taking to social media plat-
form ‘X’, the CM said that the 
Women’s Reservation Bill was 
introduced only to be “deliber-
ately allowed to fail” as part of  
a political strategy.

Calling the move an “insult 
to the women of  India” and “a 
betrayal of  their long-standing 
demand for fair representation 
in legislative bodies”, the CM 
said women across the country 

will not “forgive or forget this 
injustice”. Siddaramaiah said 
that Karnataka will stand unit-
ed with other southern States 
in opposing any move that un-
der mines their political 
representation.

He accused the Union Gov-
ernment of  rushing the Bill 
without adequate debate or 
consensus-building, claiming it 
was a calculated attempt to por-
tray the Opposition as anti-
women. “Indian women are not 
naive, they can see through 
such political theatre,” he said, 
criticising the PM for not con-
sulting the Opposition parties 
or senior women leaders on a 
matter affecting nearly half  the 
population. 

“There was no transparency, 
no effort to build consensus 
and only an expectation of  
blind support. This is an af-
front to democracy,” he said.

“Women’s representation 
cannot be made contingent on 
a future and uncertain exer-
cise. If  the intent were genuine, 
it could have been implemented 
immediately,” the CM added.

He noted contradictions be-
tween references to earlier cen-
sus data and claims of  a poten-
tial 50% increase in seats, 
which he said cast doubt on the 
Centre’s intentions.  

BJP never pressed for women’s quota: CM

In all walks of life, women are staking claim for their 
rightful inheritance, and politics is no exception. The journey 

towards 33 per cent reservation for the distaff side in state 
assemblies and Parliament may have been interrupted, but it is only 

a matter of time before women break free from the manacles of 
conservatism, dynastic dogmas and paternal manipulation 

Bill passed in ’23, but kept 
in cold storage, says Kharge

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah initiates development works in Ranebennur town, 
Haveri  district, on Sunday  |  EXPRESS

Fearing that their existence would be 
threatened if women get reservation, 
they ensured the historic bill did not 

get a two-thirds majority 
— TA Sharavana, MLC

Women will teach ‘Family Owned and Family Operated’ parties lesson: Thakur

BJP MP Anurag Thakur addresses the 
media in Bengaluru on Sunday |  EXPRESS
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Energy Minister KJ George on Sunday stressed 
that coordinated and structured efforts, 

alongside policy and regulation, are crucial for 
achieving a successful energy transition 
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In a significant push ahead of the Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh and TDP supremo N 
Chandrababu Naidu will undertake a two-day campaign across 
TN as part of the NDA’s intensified outreach beginning tomorrow

Pushed from pub, techie falls to death
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  M y s u r u

A 30-year-old man died on the spot 
after he was allegedly pushed from 
the second floor of  a pub in Vijay-
anagar here late on Saturday 
night following a heated 
altercation.

The deceased, Nishanth, 
was a resident of  Gokulam 
in Mysuru. Earlier working 
at a private company in Ben-
galuru, he was reportedly unem-
ployed and was searching for a job.

The police said Nishanth had 
gone to the pub along with two 
friends. An argument broke out be-
tween their group and five others 

seated at a nearby table. The verbal 
spat soon escalated, and in a fit of  
rage, the other group allegedly 
pushed Nishanth from the second 

floor of  the building.
He sustained severe injuries 

and died on the spot. Nishan-
th’s friends reportedly fled 
the scene after the incident.

Vijayanagar police rushed 
to the spot, shifted the body 

to the mortuary of  Mysore 
Medical College and Research 

Institute and registered a case. One 
suspect has been taken into custody 
for questioning, while efforts are on 
to trace the remaining four accused 
who are absconding.

E N S  @ Tirunelveli/Tenkasi

UNION Defence Minister and 
senior BJP leader Rajnath Singh 
on Sunday said the National 
Democratic Alliance, when it 
forms a government in Tamil 
Nadu, would permit the lighting
of  karthigai deepam in 
Thiruparankundram Hill. The 
minister was campaigning in 
Radhapuram (Tirunelveli dis-
trict) and Vasudevanallur (Ten-
kasi district) for BJP candidates 
SP Balakrishnan and Ananthan 
Ayyasamy, respectively.

While holding a roadshow in 
Panagudi in Radhapuram, Ra-
jnath Singh claimed that sev-
eral ministers in the DMK are 
facing corruption charges, and 
the party should be ousted from 
power. He alleged that, during 
the DMK regime, the law and 
order situation in TN deterio-
rated and the looting of  mineral 
resources was rampant.

The Union minister recalled
Dy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin’s re-
marks against the sanatana 
dharma and accused the Dravid-
ian major of  crushing the beliefs 
of  Hindus. Reiterating the NDA’s 
promise to light the deepam atop 
the hill, Singh said the DMK ar-
rested those who attempted to 
light the karthigai deepam, even 
after the High Court had passed 
an order on the same.

NDA govt to 
allow Karthigai 
deepam in hill: 
Rajnath Singh

PM SPEECH IS MCC 
VIOLATION: STALIN 

KRISHNAGIRI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
violated the Model Code of 

Conduct during his Saturday 
night address to the nation, 

said Chief Minister M K 
Stalin during an election 

campaign at Hosur in 
Krishnagiri district on 

Sunday evening. Stalin was 
seeking votes for DMK 
alliance candidates — 

Uthangarai Congress 
candidate R Kuppusamy, 
Bargur DMK candidate D 

Mathiazhagan, Krishnagiri 
Congress candidate Dr A 

Chellakumar, Veppanahalli 
DMK candidate P S 

Srinivasan, Hosur DMK 
candidate S A Sathya and 

Thalli CPI candidate T 
Ramachandran. Addressing 

the gathering, Stalin said 
that, “ On Saturday night, 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, in his speech, criticised 

opposition parties with a 
national flag in the 

background in a government 
event, this is a violation of 

the MCC and such speeches 
should have made as part of 

election campaigns. ENS

P  S R I N I V A S A N  @ Erode

UNION Home Minister Amit 
Shah conducted a road show in 
Modakurichi Assembly con-
stituency in Erode district on 
Sunday, during which he ac-
cused the Congress and DMK 
of  defeating the Women’s Res-
ervation Bill, which ‘empowers 
women’, and assured that the 
BJP would definitely pass the 
Bill. He also claimed that the 
DMK’s “family politics” in TN 
i s  c o n t i n u i n g  a n d 
Stalin wants Udhayanidhi to 
become the next CM.

Shah said, “In TN, the NDA 
has formed a winning alliance 
under the leadership of  Edap-
padi K Palaniswami. When the 
NDA comes to power here, the 
DMK’s corruption will be eradi-
cated. We will restore law and 
order, which is in a state 
of  collapse.” Shah 
pledged that the NDA 
alliance, upon assum-
ing power, would re-
store TN’s glories that 
the state had lost dur-
ing the DMK regime.

Further, he said, “Chief  Min-
ister MK Stalin’s only inten-
tion right now is to make his 
son, Udhayanidhi Stalin, the 
CM. Initially, M Karunanidhi 
was the CM. After him, his son 
Stalin came. After him, Karu-

nanidhi’s grandson is going to 
come. Their continuous family 
politics has never benefited 
TN in any way.”

“We introduced the Women’s 
Reservation Bill in Parliament 
with the aim of  empowering 

women in Tamil 
Nadu. However, the 
Congress and DMK 
have blocked our ef-
forts. Excluding the 
population census, 
through the constitu-

ency delimitation process, we 
also spearheaded significant ef-
forts to increase TN’s parlia-
mentary constituencies by 50%. 
But the Congress and DMK, 
with their narrow-minded 
stance that women should not 
get more seats, prevented this 

Bill from being passed. But I will 
never allow this conspiracy of  
theirs against women. This Bill 
will definitely pass,” he said.

Earlier, Amit Shah arrived by 
helicopter at Thamaraipalayam 
village, located within the Mo-
dakurichi constituency, from 
Coimbatore. A helipad had been 
prepared for this purpose on the 
grounds of  a private school 
there. Then, from there, he 
reached Sivagiri village by car. 
After that, he participated in a 
road show that took place for 
about 700m from near the gov-
ernment hospital to the statue 
of  Dheeran Chinnamalai near 
the bus stand. A large crowd of  
cadre gathered on both sides of  
the road to welcome him by 
showering flowers.

STALIN WANTS UDHAYANIDHI
TO BE NEXT CM, SAYS AMIT SHAH

DMK’s corruption will be eradicated if NDA comes to power, says Shah

Officer from Karnataka 
secretary in Rajya Sabha
V  V E L A Y U D H A M  @ Kolar

KS Somashekar, the first-ever 
officer to become secretary in 
the Rajya Sabha secretariat 
from Karnataka, said it is a re-
sponsible job and he is grateful 
for the big opportunity. He told 
TNIE he will not forget H Hanu-
manthappa who guided him to 
take up the secretariat 
examination, and former 
prime minister HD Deve 
Gowda for his support in 
his career. 

Somashekar, from the 
tiny mango growing vil-
lage of  Neelaturu in 
Srinivasapura taluk of  
Kolar district, studied in 
the government school of  Ro-
nuru and got his degree from 
the government college in 
Kolar. Somashekar took up Phd 
at Kuvempu University, work-
ing on a comparative study of  
farmers’ plight, and did his 
MPhil and MA (Literature) and 
served as guest lecturer in 
Chintamani. He later took up 
the secretarial examination 

and joined service, serving in 
various capacities including 
Deputy Resident Commission-
er, Karnataka Bhavan, New 
Delhi, Joint Director (Admin-
istration), Department of  In-
formation and Technology, and 
also as officer on special duty 
(OSD) to the deputy CM of  Kar-
nataka in 2018-19.

S o m a s h e k a r  s a i d 
though he knows Eng-
lish, Hindi, Telugu and 
Tamil, his loyalty re-
mains to his mother 
tongue Kannada. He said 
he would work hard for 
the satisfaction of  the Ra-
jya Sabha chairperson. 

Post retirement, he 
wants to settle in his native vil-
lage and get involved in various 
activities, including teaching 
the younger generation, just as 
his father, a retired government 
teacher did, and concentrate on 
agricultural activities.

Somashekar’s wife is a Rail-
way official, his daughter is 
studying medicine and son has 
taken up law, he said.

BEATING THE HEAT
As temperatures rise, a man buys a kiddie pool from a street vendor in

Neelambur, Coimbatore, on Sunday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Union Home Minister Amit Shah campaigns for BJP’s Mylapore candidate Tamilisai 
Soundararajan in Chennai on Sunday |  ASHWIN PRASATH
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN 
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

Q4 RESULTS STAY MUTED,
FY27 CLOUDS GATHER AS

WAR FUELS UNCERTAINTY

T
HE Q4 earnings season has just begun, but initial results 
from frontrunners like TCS and Wipro failed to cheer mar-
kets. In any case, expectations are subdued not just for the 
IT sector but also for overall corporate sector perform-
ance, due to the deepening Iran war. Luckily, the March 

quarter earnings may not be as bad, coming off  a high base, but 
as tensions in West Asia continue to disrupt global shipping 
routes, causing second-order effects, volatile crude oil prices 
and a weakening rupee, markets are preparing for any eventual-
ity in FY27. That’s because the lagged effects of  the geopolitical 
tensions that escalated in March may only become evident 
in the coming quarters. Even if  Q4 turns in a better-than-ex-
pected performance, fears have gripped markets over the long-
term damage the war-torn trade infrastructure can unleash.

As for sectoral impact, the IT sector’s earnings outlook was 
not rosy even before the war began, due to the adoption of  
artifi cial intelligence, which was disrupting traditional busi-
ness models. Owing to resilient demand, India’s FMCG sector 
was on the road to recovery, though the current quarter may 
face downside risks from rising fuel prices, supply disrup-
tions, and currency depreciation. Likewise, the auto sector, 
which reported strong topline growth in Q3, may deliver de-
cent numbers in Q4 as well, but FY27 may not be as promising 
due to elevated input costs, such as aluminium and other base 
metals. Banking sector performance too is likely to be mixed, 
not just in Q4, but also in the coming quarters. Even though 
credit growth remains healthy, weakening asset quality, slip-
pages, and the RBI’s recent foreign-exchange measures, which 
are constraining banks’ other income, may weigh on overall 
performance. Among all, the pharma sector may deliver better 
results, though pricing pressures may offset steady growth.  

In summary, the January-March quarter was unusual, 
given two months of  relatively benign conditions, followed 
by a violent March that saw the sudden escalation of  the 
Iran war. It’s possible that companies may report stable or 
even strong numbers in Q4, though it may or may not hold 
the same for Q1 of  FY27 as the March and June quarters 
represent two opposite earnings environment—one led by 
stable input costs and steady demand, and the other stiffl ed 
by rising prices, supply shortages, weakening demand and 
above all volatility and heightened uncertainty.

Q U I C K  TA K E

POLLS GO BOT

A I chatbots have fl ummoxed Brazil’s top electoral court, 
TSE, six months before their presidential election. 
Thousands of  users are prompting bots to name the best 

or most winnable candidate. The court has barred chatbots 
from offering opinions, yet tests show the ban’s not working. 
The concern is clear: in a hyper-connected country, such 
outputs could muddy campaigns and deepen polarisation. 
Brazil is not alone. One in ten Dutch voters relied on such 
tools during the 2025 elections. The TSE, however, has no 
clear path to enforce its own rule. Platforms respond with 
stock lines that their bots do not favour candidates. A wake-
up call for India when such prompts fl ood Grok one day.
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Prioritise preparedness
Ref: Markets say don’t worry (Apr 19). 
Markets may appear resilient, but ignoring 
geopolitical risks is shortsighted. India 
must strengthen energy security, accelerate 
renewable adoption and build strategic 
reserves. Transparent policy and regional 
cooperation can temper volatility. Practical 
preparedness, not complacency, will 
safeguard growth and investor confidence.
M Barathi, Bengaluru

Democracy arithmetic
Ref: Political payday (Apr 19). A government 
with an overwhelming majority often begins 
to equate numbers with unquestioned 
authority. But democracy is not a game of 
arithmetic alone; it  rests on debate, dissent 
and accountability. A strong, articulate 
and persistent Opposition is of utmost 
importance for balance.
Noopur Baruah, Tezpur

Civilisational wisdom
Ref: What Lutyens really thought (Apr 19). 
It’s time we unknotted ourselves from the 
continuing shackles of slavery, whether 
conscious or unconscious. Our country’s 
innate eclectic wisdom and wealth can’t 
be shoved away. Ours is one of the very 
few oldest civilisations flowing on in the 
world despite many forced check dams.
U Atreya Sarma, Hyderabad 

Women’s cause
Ref: ‘Oppn will  pay’ (Apr 19). The linking 
of the Women’s Reservation Bill  with 
delimitation exposes the hollowness of the 
government’s sincerity towards women’s 
cause. Why can’t one-third of the existing 
seats be reserved and a more equitable 
delimitation subsequently be considered?
Aysha Haneef, Kottayam

Battle-tested Vaishali
Ref: Queen’s gambit (Apr 19). 
Vaishali  has emerged as a shining 
star and a premier force in global chess. 
Unlike other games in which lucre is 
the end goal, chess recommends itself to 
the wise by the fact that its epic battles 
are fought more for honours than prizes. 
It’s emphatically the philosopher ’s game.  
R Sampath, Chennai

CSK overhaul
Ref: SRH win (Apr 19). CSK needs a 
thorough overhaul of obsolete strategies 
and players who are not focused in the first 
place. Sanju Samson is like a flash in the pan 
and Ayush Mhatre now lacks fitness. The 
squad should learn from Punjab Kings. 
T M Uday Shankar, email

OMORROW is Shankara Jay-
anti, and it is hard to imagine 
that such a one as Adi Shankara 
ever walked on this earth. We 
owe much of  the foundation of  
Indian identity to him, and so 
it’s a joy to revisit his message.

Adi Shankara believed that the indi-
vidual soul, or jivatma, was not sepa-
rate from but part of  the Supersoul, the 
Paramatma. The journey of  human life 
was therefore the struggle of  the jivat-
ma to be reunited with Paramatma. No-
body could fight against malignant fate 
except by working off  bad karma. But 
he also said that only Mahalakshmi has 
the power to rewrite a person’s destiny 
through her compassion.

This belief  is evident in the famous 
story of  how Shankara, as a very young 
bhikshu, invoked Mahalakshmi on be-
half  of  a wretchedly poor woman. He 
praised Maahalakshmi in 21 beautiful 
verses, describing her as the goddess in 
whom he saw all the goddesses, calling
her, among other lovely epithets, “sar-
asija nilaye, saroja hastey”, meaning 
‘seated on a lotus, with a lotus in her 
hand’. This vision links with our earliest 
known book, the Rig Veda. Mahalakshmi 
is described as the same in the Sri Suk-
tam part of  the Rig Veda Samhita, a col-
lection of  mantras and shlokas.

Shankara sang, “Let her garland of  
glances that protect Lord Vishnu fall on 
me as well… Gracious goddess, giver of  
love, giver of  joy, giver of  wealth, giver 
of  the right to rule kingdoms, be merci-
ful as the cool breeze. Shower a rain of  
wealth on this parched land.”

The legend goes that a shower of  gold-
en gooseberries fell into the poor wom-
an’s hut, and Shankara’s verses became 
known as the ‘Kanakadhara Sthavam’, 
or ‘Litany of  the Shower of  Gold’.

During the post-Shankara period, In-
dian religion and culture received a 
rude shock from foreign invasions. In 
the 14th century, a learned sanyasi, Swa-
mi Madhava Vidyaranya (1296-1386), de-
cided to protect South India from the 
foreign invaders operating out of  Delhi. 
He mentored the two brothers, Hari-
hara I and Bukka Raya I, in building a 
city and establishing a new kingdom. 
Thus, the Vijayanagar Empire was 
founded by 1336 and served as a bulwark 
against marauders from the north for 
over 300 years. This allowed the South 
to experience a historical, cultural and 
socio-economic revival unlike any other 
region of  India at the time.

Vidyaranya Swami was a staunch Ad-
vaitin or follower of  Adi Shankara’s Ad-
vaita philosophy. With this background, 
he would most certainly have prayed to 
Mahalakshmi, along with Harihara I 
and Bukka Raya I, from the ‘Kanakad-
hara Sthavam’. Especially the verse 
‘Gracious goddess, giver of  the right to 
rule kingdoms’ evokes her compassion 
and grace for his just and worthy cause. 
Having fulfilled his duty to the state, he 
retired from active politics to become 
the Shankaracharya of  Sringeri, the 
first institution founded by Adi Shanka-
ra. It is our good fortune that he did so 
because we inherited his fabulous com-
mentaries on the ‘real’ and ‘unreal’ in 
his masterwork, Panchadashi.

Like a true Advaitin, Vidyaranya Swa-
mi upholds the doctrine of  the individu-
al soul and Supersoul. He sees each one 
of  us as containing a part of  God because 
he avers, as Shankara did, that it is our 
genuine soul connection: whatever out-
ward body we happen to be encased in, 
the soul within us is a part of  the Super-
soul. Other schools of  thought may find 
this shocking—how can there be no dif-
ference between the Almighty and mere 
mortals? But the purpose of  this philoso-

phy springs from deep compassion: to 
save humanity from suffering by high-
lighting our capacity to be worthy chil-
dren of  God, literally a part of  God.

Another famous story about Adi 
Shankara is that, on his way to the Gan-
ga for a bath, his path was blocked by an 
‘outcaste’ Chandal, accompanied by four 
dogs. “Dooram gachcha!” (Go away!) 
shooed the uber-ascetic’s followers. 
“What shall I move?” asked the Chandal, 
sweetly; “My body, that is made of  the 
same five elements as yours, or the Im-
mortal Soul that abides in me, as in you?” 
Hindus love to believe that this was Lord 
Shiva, with the four Vedas, come to bear 
witness to his lila, or divine sport, to 
humble Shankara and teach him the 
truth. Shankara, being gifted with yogic 
insight, saw through the disguise, fell at 
Lord Shiva’s feet and composed the 
‘Manisha Panchakam’ in response.

Shankara reminded us that our phi-
losophy upholds that oneness with God 
is best expressed as oneness with the 
children of  God. The Isha Upanishad 
asks, ‘Yastu sarvaani bhootani aatmaani 
evaanupashyati sarvabhooteshuchaat-
maanam tatho navijugupsate?’ meaning, 
‘If  one sees all beings in oneself  and one-
self  in all beings, how can one feel revul-
sion for the other?’ Another clue to 
Shankara’s loving outlook is that he felt 
deeply even for Bharata’s disgrace and 
appreciated Kaikeyi’s change of  heart. 
We find this in his work, Sri Rama Bhu-
jangam. In it, he alludes twice to Bharata 
as ‘Kaikeyi-nandan’ or ‘Kaikeyi’s joy’, 
which shows his restorative intention.

What is Shankara’s lasting message 
for us? In Bhaja Govindam, he says, ‘Geyam 
Gita nama sahasram dheyam sripati 
rupamajasram/neyam sajjana sange 
chittam deyam deena jananya cha vittam’, 
which translates into, ‘Recite the Bhagavad 
Gita, chant the ‘Vishnu Sahasranamam’, 
meditate on Him in your heart and 
mind/Seek delight in the company of  the 
good, share your wealth with the poor.’

And there you have it, the tripod to sup-
port the human experience: faith, love and 
charity. A message for the ages indeed.

 (Views are personal)
 (shebaba09@gmail.com)

RENUKA NARAYANANT
PHILOSOPHY OF ONENESS

Adi Shankara’s lasting belief 
of life being a struggle of the 
individual soul to be reunited with 
the Supersoul inspires many into 
the path of faith, love and charity. 
He also reminded us that our 
philosophy upholds that oneness 
with God is best expressed as 
oneness with the children of God
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Much violence is based on the 
illusion that life is a property to 
be defended and not to be shared

T
HE Supreme Court’s last-minute order allowing some 
voters cleared by appellate tribunals to be added to 
West Bengal’s rolls just before polling highlights a sim-
ple point: inclusion must guide the process. Had this 
step come earlier, the scramble now facing tribunals 

and offi cials could have been avoided. Updating electoral 
rolls is a routine task—removing deceased, duplicate and 
fraudulent entries while ensuring genuine voters are listed. 
It has become contentious largely because the process has 
failed to build public and political confi dence.

The voter list is not a battleground; it is the foundation of  
sovereignty. A special intensive revision is not, by itself, a 
cause for alarm. But when voting is a basic right, even short-
term exclusion raises serious concerns. Courts can provide 
safeguards, but the system must work to include, not exclude, 
and it must explain its actions clearly. The same strain is vis-
ible in recent debates on delimitation and the women’s reser-
vation law. Both affect political representation and both de-
mand careful handling. Delimitation will reshape the number 
and distribution of  seats. Without open dialogue with states—
especially in the South—questions about fairness will deepen. 
Representation cannot be reduced to numbers alone; any plan 
must rest on consultation, data sharing and trust.

On women’s reservation, there is broad consensus. But the 
government’s hurried special session, the push for quick 
passage, and the decision to link the quota law to delimitation 
without suffi cient clarity exposed a gap between intent and 
preparedness. Expanding women’s representation will also re-
quire political parties to rethink candidate selection and sitting 
male members to give up seats. That kind of  shift cannot be 
rushed; it needs time and negotiation. Across these issues, the 
diffi culty lies less in intent than in execution. Too much has 
been attempted in too little time, with too little conversation. 
Governance cannot rely on last-minute fi xes or court interven-
tion. It depends on planning, transparency, and sustained dia-
logue with states and the opposition. Constitutional changes, in 
particular, work best when shaped through wider agreement.

India’s democracy is strong, but its credibility rests on 
everyday fairness—clean voter lists, balanced representa-
tion and inclusive laws. Treated as partisan contests, these 
weaken trust. Handled as shared national responsibilities, 
they strengthen institutions. The task ahead is straightfor-
ward: slow the pace, widen consultation and keep the citi-
zen at the centre of  every reform.

TOO RUSHED TO REFORM,
TRUST NEEDS MORE TIME

INANCIAL markets staged a 
cautious relief  rally as oil prices 
retreated from recent highs. 
Perception and reality alternate 
to reflect the temperament amid 
high volatility. The shuttering at 
the Strait of  Hormuz was always 

plausible as Iran’s defensive salvo and 
was forecast to precipitate a deeper crisis 
than that of  the 1970s. An incessant global 
energy insecurity, resting on a shaky 
and contentious opening of  the passage, 
could set the stage for stagflation.

A flashback to December 17, 2010 in Tu-
nisia, a North African nation, a short dis-
tance across the Mediterranean from Eu-
rope. Police harassment and humiliation 
of  a street vendor outside the governor’s 
office in the town of  Sidi Bouzid led him 
to self-immolate. His death in January 
2011 was the beginning of  the Arab 
Spring. The initial pro-democracy pro-
tests in Tunisia reverberated through 
Egypt, Syria, Morocco, Algeria and other 
parts of  North Africa. Social violence and 
civil wars erupted in Libya and Yemen, 
resulting in major production outages. 
The oil price flare cast a shadow of  uncer-
tainty and financial insecurity over glo-
bal economies for the next three years.

At a formal meeting of  the Organiza-
tion of  Petroleum Exporting Countries 
members in June 2011, Iran, under sanc-
tions on its oil, dissented from increasing 
the group’s production. Saudi Arabia, at 
the time, unilaterally decided to increase 
its output by 1 million barrels per day to 
make up for the loss of  Libyan light crude 
and stabilise the market, as the UAE also 
released more oil to ease prices.

Oil lingered above $100 for the next 
three years, as Brent averaged around 
$108 in 2013. Global supplies flowed un-
hindered, and by the end of  2014, prices 
declined almost 50 percent, touching $62, 
as US Shale production surged.

In sharp contrast, restraints at the 
strait, impeding the Gulf ’s oil and gas 
transit, shall permanently reset global 
energy and politico-economic equations. 

Conveniently interpreting the recent 
protests in the Islamic Republic as a re-
play of  the mood of  the populace at the 
time of  the Arab Spring, the US-Israel 
duo saw enough ground to defend “free-
dom for the people” of  Iran. Resting on 
the rhetoric of  regime change, they 
sought to primarily derail Tehran’s nu-
clear ambitions. Unfortunately, the mili-
tary action may have succeeded in isolat-
ing the West from the Iranian masses, 
who are confounded by Donald Trump’s 
“help is on its way” call, followed by death 
and devastation inflicted by the US-Israel 
bombing in the midst of  negotiations.

The Islamic Republic derives around 
60 percent of  its budget revenue from 
oil and gas. Though employment in the 
oil sector, direct and indirect, is esti-
mated at around 4 percent of  the work-
ing force, the industrial and mining 
sectors provide jobs to 35 percent, as 
per 2023 World Bank estimates.

The war has resulted in extensive 
damage to Iran’s energy, industrial and 
civilian infrastructure. Hits at the South 
Pars and Mahshahr petrochemical hubs 
damaged facilities responsible for 85 
percent of  the Republic’s petrochemical 
exports. A prolonged conflict shall dent 
trade relations with its neighbours and 
constrict long-term business opportuni-
ties for the ailing economy.

A vast portion of  its population lives 
in dire financial hardship and an esti-
mated 55 percent of  retirees do not re-

ceive any pension. As the senselessly 
inflicted war scales down subsidised 
State welfare, it shall whip up emotions 
of  retribution for the West. The image of  
misplaced trust shall thus flip the ‘sur-
vival’ card and resurrect populist sup-
port for the nuclear programme.

Shadow fleets are reported to have con-
veyed around 1.1 to 1.5 million bpd of  Ira-
nian oil through the strait in March, 
mostly destined for China. Though rest-
ing on a fragile and obscure system, it has 
thus far prevented a sharp supply shock 
and substantially filled Iran’s coffers. 
Partially compensating for its sea-bound 
supply loss at the strait, Saudi Aramco’s 
East-West Pipeline (built during the 1980s 
Iran-Iraq war) facilitates the movement 
of  7 million bpd of  oil from the Kingdom’s 
Eastern Province (hosting the world’s 
largest conventional oil fields) to the Yan-

bu port on the Red Sea. Coupled with an 
uptick in the UAE’s exports from Fujai-
rah, prices remain critically reined in de-
spite a continued shortfall of  around 12 
million bpd, as per estimates.

Tehran targeted Gulf  oil facilities to 
impair oil-centric US investments in the 
region, affecting energy markets and im-
pacting financial markets. The damages 
could be long-term. Confidence in the US 
as a security provider has considerably 
diminished among Gulf  states. Yet it is 
unlikely that Gulf  oil money would be di-
rected elsewhere, as America’s involve-
ment in the former’s defence and energy 
sectors could continue despite the geopo-
litical faux pas. Though the sovereign 
wealth funds have performed well in the 
first quarter of  the year, a prolonged war 
and a crippled waterway at Hormuz shall 
deplete revenues. Gulf  sovereign funds 
seeking conduit into US financial mar-
kets could thus contract, triggering in-
cipient recession and slackening US in-
dustrial growth, as artificial intelligence 
is showcased as the next fiscal redeemer.

As Iran seeks war reparations for the 
US-Israeli inflicted catastrophe, the pur-
suit of  joint ventures in Iran’s ageing 
oil and petrochemical infrastructure of-
fers a fair incentive. Though China re-
mains invested in Iran’s energy sector 
under its 2021 Iran-China Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership for 25 years, 
the US could initiate a re-entry after the 
1979 exit. A tactical removal of  Ameri-
ca’s naval blockade at Iran’s ports—on 
a subtle note to facilitate China’s energy 
needs—could warm up an overdue Sino-
US summit in Beijing. After all, China 
National Offshore Oil Corporation is ac-
tive in Guyana alongside ExxonMobil. 
China National Petroleum Corporation 
(CNPC) and Exxon pursue a similar 
partnership in Mozambique and in the 
Tengiz and Kashagan fields in Kaza-
khstan. Chevron and CNPC jointly own 
the Singapore Refining Company.

Peace and development pivot around 
intent, trust and meaningful dialogue. 
The Islamic Republic needs to prioritise 
the removal of  trade barriers and sanc-
tions that have held up its development 
for many decades, and to encourage so-
cio-economic transparency. America 
must adopt a pragmatic foreign trade 
stance grounded in the ethos of  laissez-
faire to assuage its dented image. A cali-
brated mutual de-escalation is impera-
tive to achieve the goals. Actors in the 
present hostility may well choose to re-
visit the Geneva retreat, lest irredeem-
able damage follow.

 (Views are personal)
 Full article on newindianexpress.com

F GULF CHOKEPOINT
AND SHIFTING

ENERGY ORDER

Oil volatility, sanctions and the West Asia conflict are reshaping 
energy flows—reviving past shock cycles and heightening 

market uncertainty with rising stagflation risks

RANJAN TANDON 

MANDAR PARDIKAR

Senior markets specialist and author
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Akhilesh Yadav @yadavakhilesh

Whenever the BJP government snatches away some-
one’s livelihood, we will extend our hands in help, 
even beyond our capacity, every single time.

Shashi Tharoor @ShashiTharoor

Delighted to be Guest of Honour at the  @nayi_duniya 
#MediaForUnity awards for excellence in journalism.  
Addressed the gathering on the role of a free press.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan @ChouhanShivraj

Heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to all of you 
on the birth anniversary of Lord Shri Parashuram Ji, the 
sixth incarnation of Lord Shri Hari Vishnu.
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H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

TWO Indian-origin nationals 
hailing from Punjab were shot 
dead at Covo in the Bergamo 
province of  Italy while leaving 
a warehouse used as a place of  
worship during a gathering for 
the Baisakhi festival.

The deceased, both 48 years 
old, were identified as Raginder 
Singh of  Covo and Gurmit 
Singh from Agnadello.

The attack took place on Fri-
day by the alleged assailant 
who fired at them in the square 
in front of  the Gurdwara Mata 
Sahib Kaur on Via Campo Ram-
pino at 11.50 pm in the indus-
trial area of  the town and then 
fled in a white car.

As per local media re-
ports, the authorities 
later recovered approx-
imately 10 shell casings 
from the site, indicat-
ing the intensity of  the 
shooting. Initial findings 
have ruled out the possibility 
of  a sudden altercation escalat-
ing into violence.

According to an eyewitness, 
who spoke to local media, the 
shooter is suspected to be an 
“Indian” who also frequented 

the gurdwara, and the bullets 
also grazed a third person.

The Italian military police 
(Carabinieri) had launched a 
full-scale investigation to ascer-

tain the reason behind the 
killings and to arrest 

the accused. It has al-
ready cordoned off  the 
area. The incident has 
s e n t  s h o c k w av e s 

through the local Sikh 
community in Italy.

An official celebration for 
Baisakhi was planned for Sat-
urday nearby with the partici-
pation of  local institutions.

More details are awaited as 
an investigation into the mat-
ter is currently under way.

The women’s 
reservation bill 

was not 
defeated, the 
delimitation, 

which the govt 
wanted to 

thrust on the 
nation, was 

defeated… PM 
Modi is and 

hiding behind 
the ‘women’s 

reservation bill’

Supriya Shrinate

Nari Shakti 
Vandan 

Adhiniyam 
provides for 

reservation to 
women based 

on delimitation 
after the 

Census... If the 
govt had waited, 

women would 
not have been 

able to benefit 
in 2029 polls 

Centre

‘PM owes 
an apology 
to women’

Referring to 
Modi 

apologising to 
women, 

Shrinate said 
the PM owes 

an apology to 
the women for 

what 
happened to 
two Manipur 

women during 
riots, what 

happened in 
Hathras and 
Unnao, with 
the women 
Olympians.

No adverse 
effect on 

South
The Centre said 

southern or 
smaller states 

would not be 
adversely 

affected by the 
new 

delimitation 
proposal. With 

an expanded 
House, the 
number of 

reserved seats 
for SCs and STs 
would increase 
significantly, it 

further 
clarified.

S U M I T  K U M A R  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

THE explosion at a firecracker 
factory in Tamil Nadu’s Virud-
hunagar district on Sunday, 
which killed at least 22 people 
and injured six others, has ex-
posed what officials describe as 
a systemic regulatory failure.

The blast at the Vanaja Fire-
works unit in Kattanarpatti vil-
lage was so powerful that it was 
reportedly felt up to 10 kilome-
tres away. Chief  Minister MK 
Stalin called the incident “ex-
tremely painful” and sent two 
ministers to the site.

At the centre of  the issue is 
India’s fragmented regulatory 
framework for hazardous in-
dustries. Licensing and inspec-
tion of  firework factories fall 
under the Petroleum and Ex-
plosives Safety Organisation 
(PESO), a body under the Min-
istry of  Commerce and Indus-
try based in Nagpur. However, 
it fails to conduct regular in-
spections due to severe man-
power shortages.

Another key institution, the 
Directorate General of Fire
Services, Civil Defence and 
Home Guards under the Minis-
try of  Home Affairs, frames fire 
safety norms and guidelines 

across the country. However, it 
has no enforcement powers, 
leaving compliance entirely to 
state governments. A senior of-
ficial noted that the two bodies 
operate in silos with little coor-
dination or alignment.

PESO, established in 1898, reg-
ulates hazardous substances 
such as explosives, compressed 
gases, and petroleum products. 
It issues licences to firecracker 
units nationwide. However, of-
ficial data shows a deep enforce-
ment gap. According to the 2023–

24 PESO annual report, only 
12,299 of  1,36,410 licensed explo-
sive units were inspected—just 
9%. Under the Petroleum Act, 
inspections covered only 5.33% 
of  2,53,163 premises. Overall, 
just 6.62% of  3,89,573 licensed 
hazardous units were inspected, 
leaving 93% unchecked.

The report attributes this 
shortfall to “severe resource 
constraints” and vacant posts.
PESO has 137 sanctioned Group 
A posts and 343 Group B/C 
posts, but 35 Group A and 111 
Group B/C positions remain 
vacant, meaning roughly one-
third of  its workforce is un-
filled. Despite these limitations, 
PESO generated `301 crore in 
fees in 2023–24 but spent only 
`57 crore on operations, main-
taining a revenue surplus for 
five consecutive years.

The 2024–25 annual report of  
Department for Promotion of  
Industry and Internal Trade 
also noted weak adoption of  its 
licensing system for district 
authorities. Meanwhile, the  
Directorate General of  Fire 
Services’ advisories remain 
non-binding, as states are not 
obligated to enforce them. The 
result is a disjointed regulato-
ry system.

PA R V E Z  S U LTA N  @ New Delhi

THE Congress on Sunday ac-
cused Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of  shedding “croco-
dile tears” over the reservation 
for women and sought immedi-
ate implementation of  quota 
arrangement on the current 
strength of  the Lok Sabha.

Asserting that what was de-
feated in the Lok Sabha on 
April 17 was not the women’s 
reservation bill but delimita-
tion, the opposition party 
urged the PM to remove the 
condition of  delimitation 
linked to set aside seats for 
women leaders.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Congress spokesperson 
Supriya Shrinate pointed out 
that the women’s reservation 
bill was passed unanimously 
by Parliament on September 
21, 2023, and it is part of  the 
Constitution now. “The wom-
en’s reservation bill was not 
defeated, the delimitation, 
which you (government) want-
ed to thrust on the nation, was 
defeated… PM Modi is shed-
ding crocodile tears and hid-
ing behind the women’s reser-
vation bill,” she said.

On PM’s address to the na-
tion over the rejection of  the 
bill, Shrinate reiterated her 
party’s stand that if  he was re-
ally sincere, he should imme-

diately provide reservation to 
women within the current 
strength of  the Lok Sabha of  
543. “You have put a condition 
on that. Remove that condi-
tion. You are the ones creating 
hurdles in women’s reserva-
tion, you want to keep men 
happy and not reduce their 
seats,” she said.

Referring to Modi apologis-
ing to women, Shrinate said the 
PM owes an apology to the 
women for what happened to 
two Manipur women during ri-
ots, what happened in Hathras 
and Unnao, what happened 
with the women Olympians and 
how the convicts in Bilkis Bano 
case were honoured. Shrinate 
said of  the 240 MPs, only 31 are 
women, which is only 12%. Of  
the 1,654 legislators across the 
country, there are only 164 wom-
en, which is less than 10%.

R A J E S H  K U M A R  T H A K U R 
@ New Delhi

AMID doubts about the NDA 
government’s intent behind in-
troducing amendments to the 
women’s reservation law and 
two related pieces of  legisla-
tion, the Centre on Sunday 
sought to allay concerns by re-
leasing a set of  frequently 
asked questions (FAQs).

The Centre stated, “The Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam 
provides that reservation for 
women will be implemented 
based on delimitation after the 
Census conducted post-2026. If  
the government had waited for 
the Census and subsequent de-
limitation, women would not 
have been able to benefit from 
33% reservation in the 2029 
general elections.”

 On the issue of  delimitation 
linked with the Adhiniyam, 
the Centre stated: “Delimita-
tion means finalising the 
boundary of  a constituency, es-
sential for implementing wom-
en’s reservation. The limit on 
seats in Lok Sabha was set at 
550 in 1976. In 1971, the popula-
tion of  India was 54 crore. To-
day it is 140 crore. It is impor-
tant to increase seats to 850 in 
Lok Sabha to enable fair repre-
sentation in Parliament.”

The Centre said no changes 
were proposed to the Delimita-

tion Commission Act for po-
litical advantage. On the ra-
tionale behind increasing Lok 
Sabha seats to 850, the Centre 
explained that the proposal 
was based on a proportional 
expansion approach.  “A uni-
form 50% increase in seats 
would maintain the propor-
tion for all states and UTs. Ap-
plying this principle to the 
current 543 seats would lead to 
approximately 815 seats. 
Therefore, the upper limit on 
seats was increased from cur-
rent cap of  550 seats in Lok 
Sabha to 850 seats,” it added.

The Centre said southern or 
smaller states would not be ad-
versely affected by the new de-
limitation proposal. With an 
expanded House, the number 
of  reserved seats for SCs and 
STs would increase signifi-
cantly, it clarified.

PA R V E Z  S U LTA N  @ New Delhi

THE government has stepped up 
efforts to ensure swift resolution 
of  arbitration and legal disputes 
pertaining to road development 
projects, aiming to curb mount-
ing losses to the exchequer 
caused by prolonged litigation 
and delayed decision-making. 
The Ministry of  Road Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH) has is-
sued  five-point directives for 
settlement of  disputes through 
the pre-conciliation scheme—
Vivad se Vishwas III (VsV-III)—
and streamline the conduct of  
arbitration proceedings.

The move comes amidst con-
cerns that inefficiencies and 
delays in handling legal mat-
ters, especially legacy cases, 
have led to avoidable financial 
liabilities, including penalties 
and interest payments.

All central and state agencies 
involving infrastructure devel-
opment, such as public work de-
partments (PWDs) and the Bor-
der Roads Organisation (BRO), 
have been directed to create an 
aware Vivad se Vishwas III ini-
tiative among the contractors or 
consultants and discuss the ben-

efits of  settlement of  disputes 
under the scheme. The ministry 
said that small-value cases--
claims are upto `100 crore and 
cases up to ̀ 200 crore decided in 
the district courts but pending 
in High Courts-- might be dealt 
with on priority.

The Vivad se Vishwas (from 
dispute to trust) scheme was in-
troduced by the Department of  
Expenditure of  the Ministry of  
Finance to deal with contrac-
tual disputes. The ministry also 
directed that the pre-concilia-

tion mechanism be actively uti-
lised to facilitate settlement of  
disputes. “Awards exceeding 
`100 crore and those less than ̀  
5 crore shall be specifically 
scrutinised to explore the pos-
sibility of  immediate settle-
ment,” read the internal com-
munication note.

The officials said that the 
ministry’s directives followed a 
review of  pending arbitration 
and court cases related to 
projects entrusted to state 
PWDs, road construction de-

partments (RCDs), and the Bor-
der Roads Organisation (BRO), 
which was held last month. The 
MoRTH has also instructed 
concerned officials to ensure 
strict adherence to the Arbitra-
tion Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SoP) issued in July, with 
a view to easing interest liabili-
ties on the exchequer.

The SOP on arbitration was 
to streamline disputes related 
to highway construction con-
tracts. According to the direc-
tives, the regional officers (ROs) 
of  the ministry must be in-
volved at each stage of  disputes, 
arbitration, and court matters. 
It was observed that several ar-
bitration matters are pursued 
by state agencies without the 
consultation or knowledge of  
the ministry’s ROS. “Any arbi-
tration or legal proceeding pur-
sued without the explicit in-
volvement of  the RO shall be 
viewed adversely, and conse-
quences may lead to recovery 
of  financial losses from the de-
faulting officials or agencies in 
such cases,” the note stated.

The ROs have been asked to 
maintain a close watch on on-
going disputes.

I N S I D E R  T R A C K

Promotee officers flag cadre tagging
A section of promotee officers from the State Police Services and 
State Administrative Services has raised concerns about a recent 
change in cadre notation after induction into the All-India 
Services. Officers promoted to the IPS or IAS say postings now 
carry bracketed identifiers such as SPS alongside cadre names 
(like AGMUT, SPS). Earlier, cadre descriptions reflected only the 
cadre without indicating the source service. Officers argue the 
revised format creates unnecessary distinction between direct 
recruits and promotees within the same service. Many have said 
that once inducted, all officers should be treated uniformly, 
without legacy labels. Concerns include the impact on 
perception, seniority dynamics, and parity, prompting calls for 
clarity and a possible reconsideration of the policy.

Deepak Kumar’s likely Delhi move
Following the recent shift in political power in Bihar from JD(U) 
leadership to the BJP assuming a 
more prominent role, indications 
suggest administrative changes 
extending beyond the state. Deepak 
Kumar, former Chief Secretary and 
long-time aide of Nitish Kumar, is 
reportedly set to move from Patna 
to Delhi. Though no official 
announcement has emerged, 
political sources hint at a senior 
advisory role at NITI Aayog. A 
retired 1984 batch IAS officer, 
Kumar is known for his wide 
governance experience. He served 
as Chief Secretary from June 2018 to 2021 and later as Principal 
Secretary on contract. His possible move aligns with Nitish 
Kumar’s expanded presence in the national capital and signals 
continuity ahead for now.

Raj Niwas new secretary buzz
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
decision to move Varanasi-linked 
IAS officer Kaushal Raj Sharma to 
Delhi as Secretary to Lieutenant 
Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu has 
stirred bureaucratic circles. 
Observers see the combination as
potentially influential in shaping 
governance in the national capital. 
Sandhu is expected to bring 
diplomatic experience and 
institutional weight, while Sharma 
contributes field-level 
administrative execution and 
familiarity with complex urban systems. Many officials believe 
this pairing could rebalance governance away from prolonged 
populism toward sharper implementation. 

Paperless push, paper still rules
Even as the MoRTH tries to move everything online through the 
Rajmarg Pravesh portal, old habits persist. Many field offices still 
demand physical files, printed reports, and signed papers. This 
defeats the whole idea of a smooth, paperless system meant to 
speed up road project approvals. Officials on the ground seem 
more comfortable with what they have always done, even if it 
slows work. The ministry has reacted sharply and issued fresh 
directions. It has mandated the use of the revamped Rajmarg 
Pravesh portal and the uploading of all inspection reports only 
through the mobile application. No parallel paper process will 
be allowed. 

Muted cheers in Bihar power shift
The BJP finally has its own CM in Bihar, but the mood is not fully 
celebratory. The swearing-in of 
Samrat Choudhary took place 
without the presence of top leaders 
such as Narendra Modi and Amit 
Shah. This absence has raised 
concerns within the party. Some 
leaders feel it signals unresolved 
tensions with ally JDU. The 
distribution of key ministries is still 
stuck, adding to the unease. Only 
the CM and 2 Deputy CMs took the 
oath, leaving the cabinet 
incomplete. Sources say the 
contentious ministries, which are 
still being negotiated among the NDA partners, are home, 
finance, industry and PWD. The leadership change looks 
significant on paper, but the political picture behind the scenes 
remains unsettled.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

IN a first, the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) is all set to 
unveil an artificial intelligence-
powered chatbot on Monday to 
deal with digital arrest fraud 
cases and to help people verify 
the authenticity of  notices re-
portedly issued to them.

Named ‘Abhay’, the chatbot 
will be launched by Chief  Jus-
tice of  India (CJI) Surya Kant 
Sharma on the occasion of  the 
22nd D P Kohli Memorial Lec-
ture organised by the CBI in 
honour of  its founding director, 
the agency said. The CJI will 
deliver the lecture on ‘Chal-
lenges of  Cybercrime – Role for 
Police and Judiciary’. He will 
also confer 24 medals for meri-
torious service.

“The AI-powered notice veri-
fication chatbot, ABHAY, will 
allow the public to verify the 
genuineness of  a notice pur-
portedly issued by the CBI. In 
the context of  digital arrest 
frauds, this provides a much-
required tool for the citizens,” 

a CBI spokesperson said.
In a number of  cases, it has 

emerged that scammers posing 
as CBI officials have coerced 
the public by showing fraudu-
lent notices purportedly issued 
by the agency in non-existing 
cases, holding the victim hos-
tage in the name of  digital ar-
rest and extorting crores of  ru-
pees in the process, the 
spokesperson said.

The Supreme Court had re-
cently flagged that ̀ 54,000 crore 
was syphoned off  by cyber-

criminals in various scams and 
termed the menace “robbery or 
dacoity”. Earlier, the apex court 
had issued directions to 
strengthen the hands of  the 
CBI in the investigation of  dig-
ital arrest scams. “The CBI 
shall have a free hand to inves-
tigate the role of  bankers un-
der the provisions of  the Pre-
vention of  Corruption Act 
wherever they are found in-
volved in the opening of  mule 
accounts used in cybercrime 
cases,” it said.

Italian military police 
probe to ascertain cause
The attack took place on Friday 
by the alleged assailant who fired 
at them in the square in front of 
the Gurdwara Mata Sahib Kaur on 
Via Campo Rampino at 11.50 pm 
in the industrial area of the town 
and then fled in a white car. The 
Italian military police had 
launched an investigation to 
ascertain the reason behind the 
shocking incident.
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1  Named Abhay, the chatbot 

will be launched by Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 

2  The chatbot will allow the 
public to verify the 
genuineness of a notice 
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3  In the context of digital 
arrest, this provides a much-
required tool for the citizens 

Saddened by the tragic fire accident 
at Virudhunagar in Tamil Nadu. My 

condolences to the families of those 
deceased and prayers for the speedy 

recovery of the injured.

Amit Shah, Union Home Minister

ROAD TO 
RESOLUTION

The aim is to cut losses 
from delays, penalties 
and interest payouts

Disputes are to be 
settled through the 
pre-conciliation 
scheme Vivad se 
Vishwas III

Claims up to `100 
crore and cases up to 
`200 crore pending 
in High Courts will be 
prioritized

Arbitration 
awards above 
`100 crore 
and below `5 
crore will be 
reviewed for 
quick 
settlement

AGENCIES HAVE BEEN TOLD TO PROMOTE THE 
SCHEME AMONG CONTRACTORS & CONSULTANTS

5
point plan 
to speed 

up dispute 
resolution 

in road 
projects

Centre issues rules to end legal tiffs in road jobs

Two Indian-origin people 
killed outside gurudwara 
in Italy at Baisakhi meet

Cong wants 2023 law 
to be implemented

Centre issues FAQs 
for clarity on ’26 bill

Says Parliament defeated delimitation, not women quota, bill  Offers reasons for making reference to Census data

TN-type deadly fire episodes 
rest on enforcement lacunae  

CBI to launch AI verification tool to
save people from digital arrest fraud



Mayawati’s ‘chameleon’ 
comment at SP, Cong
On the defeat of Women’s 
Reservation Bill in Parliament,  BSP 
chief Mayawati accused the 
Congress and Samajwadi Party of 
double standards on matters related 
to the welfare of SC/STs, OBCs and 
Muslims saying that the two parties 
should have accepted the proposals 
of the Women’s Reservation Bill for 
these communities. She also 
supported the govt move to base 
the delimitation exercise on the 2011 
Census. Taking to X, Mayawati 
accused the Congress and SP of 
changing colours like a chameleon.  
The BSP chief has welcomed the 
Women’s Reservation Bill but has 
demanded separate chunks for the 
reserved category.

Smriti-Akhilesh spar
over saas-bahu jibe
Squabbling is on between Smriti 
Irani and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav as 
the former challenged Yadav to 
contest an election from a 
constituency other than his family 
stronghold. Smriti’s jibe at Yadav 
came after he referred to her as 
“saas-bahu wali” in Lok Sabha 
saying she had lost. Smriti Irani hit 
back, saying that if Akhilesh had the 
courage, he should win an election 
from somewhere other than his 
ancestral seat and stronghold. She 
challenged the SP chief to contest 
elections from Gorakhpur. On 
Akhilesh’s stand on the women’s 
reservation bill, she said that the 
Constitution did not provide for 
reservation on the basis of religion.

Azad’s ex-partner set to 
join hands with Akhilesh
Dr Rohini Ghawari, former girlfriend 
of Chandrashekhar Azad, chief of the 
Bhim Army and Nagina MP, is set to 
take a plunge into UP political 
landscape. She is already in talks 
with the Samajwadi Party top 
leadership. Currently, based in 
Switzerland, Ghawari plans to return 
in June and may mobilise non-Jatav 
Dalits, especially the Valmiki and 
Pasi communities, in support of the 
Samajwadi Party. She has plans to 
hold around 200 meetings across 
the state, followed by a major rally in 
Agra or Lucknow with Akhilesh 
Yadav as the chief guest. Ghawari 
has been accusing Bhim Army chief 
of betrayal and exploiting her 
physically for quite sometime. 
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A case of child marriage came to light in Beed district 
in Maharashtra after a girl allegedly suffered 

miscarriage and rushed to a hospital, prompting the 
police to register an FIR, an official said on Sunday. 

C H I L D  M A R R I A G E

FROM GUJARAT HELD 
WITH CHARAS IN GOAMEN
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Amritsar 37 20
Chennai 35 27
Kolkata 36 26
Srinagar 24 09 

Mumbai 34 27   
Panaji 34 26
Patna 39 23
Lucknow 40 23
Port Blair 32 26
Imphal 30 20
Chandigarh 38 21
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Little left of Left in Bengal politics
From height of 233 seats in 2006, Left Front is staring at a wipeout and irreversible irrelevance  Mamata says PM misleading the nation

V I S M AY  B A S U  @ New Delhi

NOT long before the 2026 West 
Bengal assembly election was 
announced, a gathering of  
CPI(M) leaders in the state pro-
duced a moment of  unusual 
candour. Ashok Bhattachar-
jee—five-time MLA from Silig-
uri, former state minister, and 
the most recognisable Left face 
in north Bengal—made a state-
ment in public: that its own vot-
ers had started voting for BJP. 

From 2006 to 2021
In 2006, the Left won 233 of  294 
assembly seats—the largest ma-
jority in the state’s post-Inde-
pendence history. Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee returned as CM 
for a second term. Five years 
later, TMC swept to power. Left’s 
vote share still stood above 30% 
in 2011. It fell to 19% in 2016, 5% 
in 2021. Between 
2016 and 2019, over 
one crore voters 
appear to have 
shifted from LF to 
BJP. The informal 
slogan that crys-
tallised the trans-
fer—‘agey Ram, porey Bam’ 
(first Ram, then Left)—was not 
ideological. It was transaction-
al. Left’s vote share collapsed 
from 23% to 7.5% in that single 
LS cycle. BJP’s shot from 10% 
to over 40%.  
In an interview to Ganashakti 

before 2019 LS elections, he de-
scribed BJP’s rise as a “dan-
ger” and pleaded with Left vot-
ers not to make switch.  

2018 Panchayat Election 
Violence as Turning Point
The 2018 Bengal panchayat 
elections produced some of  the 
worst bloodshed the state had 

seen in years. Oppo-
sition failed to field a 
candidate in over 
34% of  seats—TMC 
secured a third of  the 
seats uncontested.  
Atleast 25 people had 
died on the poll day.

For Left voters the calculation 
was bleak and simple. BJP 
seemed the only formidable 
force capable of  physically 
standing up to TMC cadre. BJP 
won Tripura that had been un-
der CPI(M) rule since 1993.

 Attempts for Recovery
Left attempted recovery. In 
2021, it assembled Sanjukta 
Morcha—bringing in Congress 

Didi offers jobs to employees as IPAC stops election work
S U B H E N D U  M A I T I  @ Kolkata

RULING Trinamool Congress 
in West Bengal suffered a ma-
jor setback after its political 
consultancy agency I-PAC on 
Sunday announced suspension 
of  its operations in the state 
just four days ahead of  the first 
phase of  the assembly elections 
on April 23.

The I-PAC authorities made 
the announcement through 

emails sent to its employees on 
Saturday midnight.

“In view of  certain legal is-
sues, management has decided 
to pause operations in West 
Bengal with immediate effect,” 
the email states. “In this back-
drop, all employees and team 
members are requested to take 
a short leave for a period of  20 
days. At the end of  this period, 
by May 11, we will regroup, re-
view the situation and decide 

next steps,” the email read.
Political observers in the city 

felt that the I-PAC’s decision 
was highly significant for just 
less than 80 hours before the 
first phase polls. They said that 
the TMC’s organisational setup 
completely depends on field-
level workers of  the I-PAC en-
gaged by Abhishek Banerjee, 
national general secretary of  
the party and MP from the Dia-
mond Harbour seat. 

I-PAC has been facing legal 
battles in the Supreme Court 
since January after the raids 
carried out separately by the 
Enforcement Directorate at the 
residence of  its director Pra-
teek Jain and the agency’s Salt 
Lake office on January 8.

Meanwhile, rubbishing the 
report published in an English 
daily this morning, TMC called 
it “false and baseless”. “…I-PAC 
is still attached with Trinamool 

Congress,” the party said. 
CM Mamata Banerjee also 

reacted to the development at a 
poll rally later in the day. With-
out naming I-PAC, she said 
pressure was being put on those 
working with her party and 
promised support if  jobs were 
affected. “If  the employees of  
the agency are threatened, they 
will join us. We will give them 
jobs. I will not allow even one 
boy to lose his job,” she said.

S U B H E N D U  M A I T I  @ Kolkata

A couple of  days after the Con-
stitution (131st Amendment) 
Bill, 2026, failed in Parliament, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday accused the Trina-
mool Congress of  colluding 
with Congress in betraying the 
women by blocking the propos-
al. Modi was addressing an elec-
tion rally in Bishnupur of  
Bankura district, West Bengal.

“We have seen how TMC con-
spired with Congress to prevent 
the bill that sought to provide 
33% reservation for 
women in Parliament 
and assemblies across 
the country, as it is 
against women empow-
erment,” the PM said.

“We want the involve-
ment of  women in 
building a developed In-
dia and want them to 
join politics more and more, 
but at the same time in West 
Bengal the ruling party be-
trayed the state’s sisters and 
daughters,” the PM said. Modi 
said the bill sought to imple-
ment 33% reservation for wom-
en in Parliament and state as-
semblies before the 2029 Lok 
Sabha polls through a delimita-
tion exercise based on the 2011 
Census. “Trinamool Congress 
engages in religion-based res-
ervation, breaks every law and 
every rule to benefit infiltra-

tors but opposes women’s em-
powerment,” he alleged.

Countering Modi’s allega-
tions, the Trinamool Congress 
chief  claimed, “The PM chose to 
mislead the nation rather than 
address it honestly.” Hours after 
the Modi’s scathing attack on 
TMC, the Bengal CM wrote on 
X, “It is deeply unfortunate that 
the PM chose to mislead the na-
tion. Let me put this on record. 
Trinamool Congress has always 
championed higher political 
representation for women. We 
have the highest proportion of  

female elected repre-
sentatives in both Par-
liament and the state 
legislature. In the Lok 
Sabha, 37.9% of  our 
elected members are 
women. In the Rajya 
Sabha, we have nomi-
nated 46% women mem-
bers. The question of  

opposing women’s reservation 
does not arise and never has.”

“What we are fundamentally 
opposed to is the delimitation 
exercise that the Modi govern-
ment was plotting to push 
through by using women as a 
shield for its vested political 
agenda. It is the altering of  Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar’s Constitu-
tion, the division of  this nation 
and the usurpation of  power, by 
redrawing political contours to 
hand greater representation to 
BJP-ruled states,” she wrote.

TMC and Congress joined 
hands against women’s 
reservation bill, says Modi

and Abbas Siddiqui’s Indian 
Secular Front, and filling Bri-
gade Parade Ground in Kolkata 
in a rally. The alliance won one 
seat, but it was neither INC nor 
CPI(M); ISF won the seat.
 In 2023 panchayat polls, the 
Congress-Left-ISF combine in-
creased its vote share to 21%. 
BJP’s share, meanwhile, de-
clined to 22%. For 2026, Con-
gress has gone its own way. 
CPI(ML) Liberation has, how-
ever, announced candidates in 
10 seats. For the first time, the 
entire ideological spectrum of  
the Indian Communist move-
ment may contest a Bengal poll
with a degree of  coordination.

Presidency: Embers Still Glow
Presidency—encompassing 
Kolkata and its immediate hin-
terland—retains the most re-
sidual Left energy. Urban, edu-

cated, historically given to 
ideological voting, the division 
still has constituencies where 
CPI(M) can expect serious con-
sideration. Former Rajya Sab-
ha MP and ex-Kolkata Mayor 
Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya 
contests from Jadavpur. Dipsita 
Dhar from Dum Dum Uttar. Mi-
nakshi Mukherjee, party’s na-
tionally recognised young face, 
contests from Uttarpara.

The Message it Might Carry
The CPI(M) is banking on job 
creation as its central 2026 
plank, deploying a large 
number of  young candidates 
alongside volunteers to win 
back youth support. The party 
is also attempting to position 
itself  as the sole option for vot-
ers who are secular, anti-BJP, 
and disillusioned with TMC’s 
record on corruption.

Pahalgam sees tourist return sans buzz
F AYA Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

A year after the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack in which 25 tourists 
and a local ponywala were 
killed, visitors are returning to 
the scenic resort but the hub is
now quieter with subdued at-
mosphere.  Tourism is reviving 
but Pahalgam’s journey back to 
its full vibrancy will take more 
time. Tourists are returning in 
modest numbers, strolling 
through the valleys and stop-
ping at scenic viewpoints to 
capture selfies and videos on 
their phones. Shops, hotels, ea-
teries, dhabas, and Kashmiri 
handicraft outlets are open but 
the usual hustle and bustle has
not returned yet.

Latief  Ahmad, who runs a 
Kashmiri arts and crafts show-
room, recalls how this time of  

year meant a steady flow of  visi-
tors. “There used to be a beeline 
of  tourists at our showrooms 
and every visitor would buy 
something to take home souve-
nirs,” he said. “But after last 
year’s attack, tourist flow has 
dropped significantly. Our busi-
ness has been badly affected.”

Hilal Ahmed, owner of  a res-

taurant, said daily earnings 
have plummeted. “Before the 
attack, we would make around 
`35,000 on normal days and up 
to `50,000 on weekends. Now, 
it’s `5,000 to `8,000 a day,” he 
said. “Most visitors don’t stay 
overnight anymore.”

The downturn has forced job 
cuts in the hospitality sector. 

According to Pahalgam Hotel-
iers Association president 
Javed Burza, several hotels 
have reduced staff  while some 
have shut operations. “We have 
cut room tariffs by 50–60% but 
tourists are still hesitant to stay 
overnight,” Burza said. To re-
vive tourist footfall, authorities 
have reopened several major 
attractions.

However, Baisaran Meadows, 
called mini Switzerland, re-
mains closed. Earnings of  po-
nywalas have dwindled. “Now, 
a ponywala makes only `500–
`600 a day,” said  Abdul Wa-
heed, president, Pahalgam Po-
nywala Association. 

The tourists visiting the 
place said they did not face any 
issues and felt safe in Pahal-
gam. “Pahalgam is a beautiful. 
It is safe,” a tourist said.

All districts free from Left 
extremism, asserts Centre; 
deadline set for J’khand 
M U K E S H  R A N J A N  A N D
M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi/Ranchi

THE Centre has officially de-
clared that no district in India 
remains affected by Left-Wing 
Extremism (LWE), marking 
what it describes as a historic 
milestone in the country’s in-
ternal security landscape.

The announcement follows a 
comprehensive security review 
conducted earlier this month 
under the National Policy and 
Action Plan to Address Left-
Wing Extremism, introduced 
in 2015. According to a recent 
communication issued by the 
Ministry of  Home Affairs 
(MHA) on April 8 to nine states, 
a detailed assessment carried 
out after March 31 concluded 
that no district in the country 
now falls under the LWE-affect-
ed category.

The review was conducted 
against the backdrop of  a dead-
line set by the Centre to elimi-
nate LWE by March 31. During 
the high-level meeting, officials 
evaluated key indicators such 
as the operational strength of  
armed Naxal cadres, their ca-
pacity to carry out violent acts, 
the existence of  so-called “lib-
erated zones”, and the frequen-
cy of  incidents in previously 
affected areas.

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah had informed Parliament 
on March 30 that India had ef-
fectively become free of  Mao-
ism, adding that a formal decla-
ration would follow. The latest 
communication is seen as the 
fulfilment of  that assurance.

Officials acknowledged that 
while isolated incidents involv-
ing residual Naxal elements
continue to occur in parts of  
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, 
they do not warrant classifica-
tion of  entire districts as LWE-
affected. As part of  the revised 
framework, the MHA has cate-

gorised 37 districts across mul-
tiple states as “Legacy and 
Thrust districts”, indicating 
that they are now free of  active 
insurgency but require contin-
ued attention. Additionally, one 
district—West Singhbhum in 
Jharkhand—has been designat-
ed as a “District of  Concern.

Meanwhile, CRPF Special 
DG Deepak Kumar has issued a 
stern ultimatum to top Maoist 
leader Misir Besra and his as-
sociates, asking them to sur-
render and return to the main-
stream within a month or face 
decisive action. CRPF Special 
DG Deepak Kumar visited the 
security camp in Baliba village, 
where he interacted with per-
sonnel. Talking to the media 
persons, the special DG in-
formed that West Singhbhum 
remains the only district in the 
entire country that is still af-
fected by Maoists. He clarified 
that the ongoing operation in 
S a r a n d a  i s  s p e c i f i c a l ly 
targeting the Maoist leader Be-
sra and his team.

‘Legacy & thrust’ category
The states covered under the 
latest communication include 
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, 
Telangana, and West Bengal. 
Several districts in these states, 
once considered hotspots of 
Naxal violence, are now part of 
the “Legacy and Thrust” category.

P R A S A N TA  M A Z U M D A R  @ New Delhi

MANIPUR’S apex Naga organi-
sation, the United Naga Coun-
cil (UNC), on Sunday an-
nounced a three-day shutdown 
of  the Naga areas from April 20 
midnight to April 23 midnight 
to mourn Saturday’s killings of  
two Naga individuals and “as a 
collective expression of  
condemnation”.

The two victims, in-
cluding a retired Army 
jawan, were killed in a 
suspected sniper at-
tack when they were 
travelling from Imphal to 
Ukhrul. In a statement, the 
UNC said a candlelight vigil 
would be observed on April 23 
in all Naga district headquar-
ters and Imphal “to honour the 
departed souls and to reaffirm 
our commitment to peace with 
dignity”.  “During the three 
days of  mourning, the Nagas in 
Manipur shall suspend all so-
cial and economic ties with the 

Kukis in accordance with Naga 
customary practice,” the state-
ment said.

Some Naga organisations al-
leged that “Kuki SoO” (Suspen-
sion of  Operations) rebels were 
involved in the killings. Kuki 
organisations dismissed the 
allegation.

Meanwhile, as violence con-
tinued in Manipur, the in-

fluential Coordinating 
Committee on Manipur 
Integrity (COCOMI) 
announced the boycott 
of  the ruling BJP in the 
state.
The COCOMI, a con-

glomerate of  Imphal Valley-
based Meitei civil society or-
ganisations, appealed to people 
not to participate in any activ-
ity of  the BJP or its leaders, 
even as it demanded a detailed 
statement from Chief  Minister 
Yumnam Khemchand Singh on 
why his government had not 
been able to prevent the attacks 
on civilians.

MEITEI GROUPS DEMAND 
CM’S REPLY ON KILLINGS

UP medical rep kills twin daughters, 
wife seeks death sentence; probe on
N A M I TA  B A J PA I  @ Lucknow

A man murdered his 11-year-
old twin daughters by slitting 
their throats inside the flat and 
then informed the police him-
self  on early Sunday morning. 
The accused father has been 
arrested.

According to DCP South 
Deependra Nath Chaudhary, 
accused Shashi Ranjan Mishra, 
a medical representative, lived 
in Trimurti Apartment in Kid-
wai Nagar under the Naubasta 
police station area with his 
wife Reshma Kshetri and their 
three children, 11-year-old twin 
daughters Riddhi and Siddhi, 
and a 6-year-old son, Gannu.

Around 4:30 am on Sunday, 
police received a call on the 
emergency number 112 giving 
info about the killings.

On reaching the flat, the cops 
found the bodies of  both girls 
lying side by side on the floor. 
The accused father was sitting 

next to the bodies and was ar-
rested on the spot.

The motive behind the kill-
ings is not yet known. As per the 
local sources, the accused had a 
love marriage in 2014. Accord-
ing to the woman, he used to 

beat her daily under the influ-
ence of  alcohol and had CCTV 
cameras installed across the flat 
right from the entrance to the 
kitchen and bedroom and would 
not allow her to enter his room.

He stayed inside with the two 
daughters, and she could only 
watch the room’s footage on a 
screen from outside.

Narrating the series of  
events of  Saturday night, Resh-
ma said everything was fine. 
They had dinner together. 
Mishra went to sleep with his 
daughters. He spoke to some-
one on the phone. Around 2:30 
am in the morning, he took one 
of  the daughters to the wash-
room. Then he took her back to 
his room and turned the lights
off. “Then I went to the door of  
his room but there was no 
movement. I assumed everyone 
was asleep. After that, I don’t 
know when the murder took 
place,” said Reshma. A probe 
is on.

Tourists return to Pahalgam in small numbers a year after the attack |  ZAHOOR PUNJABI

CCTVs across the flat
The motive behind the killings is 
not yet known. As per local 
sources, the accused had a love 
marriage in 2014. According to the 
woman, he used to beat her daily 
under the influence of alcohol and 
had CCTV cameras installed 
across the flat.
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TRUMP WARNS IRAN, SENDS TEAM TO PAK FOR TALKS
WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump said 
he was sending a delegation to Pa-
kistan on Monday for negotiations 
with Iran, while renewing his 
threats to destroy the country’s 
vital infrastructure if  it didn’t 
agree a deal.

“No more Mr nice guy!” the 
American leader declared on Sun-
day in a post on his Truth Social 
account, saying that without a 
deal, Washington was “going to 
knock out every single Power 
Plant, and every single Bridge, in 
Iran”.

US Vice President J D Vance 
will lead the US delegation for 
talks with Iran in Pakistan, a 
White House official said Sunday 
— shortly after Trump said he 
would not make the trip.

Early in the day, Trump an-
nounced he was sending negotia-
tors to Islamabad for meetings 
with Tehran about ending the con-
flict that has raged in the West 
Asia, with a ceasefire soon set to 
expire.

Trump said that Vance — who 
led the last round of  talks with Te-
hran in Islamabad, but came away 
with no deal — would not make 
the trip, citing security concerns.

“It’s only because of  security,” 
Trump told ABC News. “JD’s 
great.” But the White House quick-
ly flipped the script, when asked 
about those comments.

Vance, special envoy Steve 
Witkoff  and Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner will attend the 
talks, a White House official told 
AFP on condition of  anonymity. 
The trio were on hand last time 

around on April 11-12.
Trump earlier accused Iran of  

a “Total Violation” of  the coun-
tries’ two-week ceasefire with at-
tacks Saturday in the Strait of  
Hormuz — and threatened to de-
stroy its power plants and bridges 
if  no deal is reached.

Iran and the United States, 
along with Israel, are three days 
away from the end of  a two-week 
ceasefire that halted the West Asia 
war started by surprise US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran on February 28.

There has so far been only a sin-
gle, 21-hour negotiating session 
held in Islamabad on April 11 that 
ended inconclusively, though 
groundwork for fresh talks contin-
ued afterwards. “We’re offering a 
very fair and reasonable deal, and 
I hope they take it,” Trump said in 
his post. No date has yet been an-

nounced for a second round of  
talks, and Iran’s speaker of  parlia-
ment and senior negotiator Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf  insist-
ed on Saturday night that the two 
sides were “still far from the final 
discussion”.

Donald Trump justified the war 
as an attempt to stop Tehran ac-
quiring nuclear weapons — an 
ambition it has always denied — 
and the atomic issue remains a 
k e y  s t i c k i n g  p o i n t  i n 
negotiations.

Iran and the US had already 
been discussing Tehran’s nuclear 
programme in Omani-mediated 
talks when Washington launched 
the war, which has now added a 
fresh point of  contention — the 
Strait of  Hormuz, a chokepoint 
for oil and gas shipments that 
Iran has ordered closed. AFP

SA NUR

ISRAELI Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Sunday 
that the military had been instructed to use “full force” 
in Lebanon — even during the ongoing ceasefire — in 
case the Israeli troops face any threat. 

“Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and I have in-
structed the IDF to act with full force, both on the 
ground and from the air, including during the ceasefire, 
in order to protect our soldiers in Lebanon from any 
threat,” Katz said at a function in West Bank.He said 
that the military had also been ordered to demolish any 
structure or roads that were “booby-trapped” and 
threatened soldiers.The aim is “to remove the houses 
in the villages near the border that served in every re-
spect as Hezbollah terror outposts and threatened Is-
raeli communities,” Katz added.

An Israeli soldier was killed in southern Lebanon on 
Friday — the day a 10-day ceasefire between Israel and 
Lebanon came into effect — when he entered a booby-
trapped building, the military reported.

Katz has repeatedly said Israel would demolish hous-
es along the border as part of  efforts to establish a secu-
rity zone in southern Lebanon. On Saturday, Israeli 
forces carried out demolitions in the town of  Bint Jbeil, 
the scene of  intense fighting with Hezbollah prior to the 
recently agreed ceasefire.

“The overarching goal of  the campaign in Lebanon 
is the disarmament of  Hezbollah and the removal of  
threat to northern communities, through a combina-
tion of  military and diplomatic measures,” Katz said. 
“If  the Lebanese government continues to fail to up-
hold its obligations — the IDF will do so through con-
tinued military action.” AFP

Israel orders ‘full force’ in 
Lebanon despite ceasefire

Children walk through a damaged store as displaced residents return 
to the southern Lebanese village of Srifa |  AFP
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8 children
between the ages of 1 and 14 killed after a 
mass shooting in Louisiana, police say

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
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13%
fall in cooking gas LPG consumption as supply 
disruptions linked to the West Asia conflict hit 
availability for both household kitchens and 
commercial users, according to latest official data

T
HE impact of  artifi-
cial  intelligence 
across sectors is 
slowly becoming vis-
ible. Just like all oth-
er segments, it is 
shaping the future of  

your money, too. A World 
Bank report summarising 
annual digital trends for 2025 
highlights that this transi-
tion is not just about silicon 
and code. It is a fundamental 
restructuring of  how wealth 
is created, managed, and 
preserved in the Indian econ-
omy. For you, merely under-
standing the shift is not 
enough. You have to make it 
a cornerstone of  your per-
sonal finances. 

Impact on knowledge
When you are initially build-
ing your savings and invest-
ments, there are leaks due to 
a lack of  knowledge. You end 
up choosing the wrong instru-
ments that cost you more and 
diminish your long-term re-
turns. Financial advice and 
wealth management used to 
be a prerogative of  the rich. 
One of  the direct benefits of  
AI adoption is in financial ad-
vice, where it can personalise 
recommendations to help you 
determine an appropriate as-
set allocation. That is irre-
spective of  your net worth. 
The new generation fintech 
apps are loaded with robo ad-
visory services that you can 
utilise to analyse things like 
your spending patterns, fu-
ture cash flow needs and make 
adjustments to your savings 
and investments. Your exist-

ing bank may already have 
introduced features based on 
the usage trends that are suit-
able for you. 

For many years, banks 
could not easily gather rele-
vant information about you. 
As a result, despite having a 
relatively decent profile, your 
loan applications could have 
been rejected. A significant 
part of  India’s population 
was ‘credit-invisible’. The 
World Bank report identifies 
AI-driven alternative credit 
scoring as a major catalyst 
for financial inclusion. By 
analysing non-traditional 
data—such as utility bill pay-
ments, transaction histories 
on digital wallets, and even 
social footprints—AI is allow-
ing banks to extend credit to 
small business owners and 
individuals who were previ-
ously ignored.

From a personal finance 
perspective, this means that 
your “digital reputation” is 
becoming as valuable as your 
credit score. Maintaining 
healthy digital habits and uti-
lising regulated fintech plat-
forms can open doors to 

cheaper home loans and 

business credit, which are es-
sential levers for building 
generational wealth.

Your investments
If  you are looking to grow 
wealth through equity mar-
kets, the AI push is offering a 
compelling narrative. You 
can invest in companies that 
are spearheading AI-driven 
transformations in their sec-
tors. While India does not 
have companies making high-
end chips or AI products that 
sell worldwide, the World 
Bank report highlights sig-
nificant productivity gains 
from manufacturing to retail 
through AI integration. You 
may want to look beyond 
“tech companies” and iden-
tify businesses that are effec-
tively using AI to reduce op-
erational costs and improve 
profit margins. Whether it’s 
an FMCG giant using AI to 
optimise its rural supply 
chain or a healthcare firm us-
ing it for faster diagnostics, 
the long-term winners in 
your portfolio will be those 
that embrace this technologi-
cal shift early. Mutual funds 
and ETFs focusing on innova-
tion and digital transforma-
tion are becoming essential 
components of  a diversified 
Indian portfolio. 

The Risks
RBI has recently published a 
discussion paper on fraud. 
Fraudsters are deploying 
various tactics, such as bogus 
call centres, deepfake-driven 
impersonation scams and 
mule account networks. “Al-
most all sections of  society, 
especially the vulnerable 
groups such as senior citi-
zens, have fallen prey to such 
frauds,” it said. 

With rapid adoption comes 
increased risk. The integra-
tion of  AI into the financial 
sector has, unfortunately, 
also empowered sophisticat-
ed cyber-fraudsters. You need 
to take the initiative to pro-
tect your wealth. 

‘Crises are temporary, 
but compounding is 
permanent in market’

I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N

DHIRAJ RELLI
Chief executive o�  cer  & managing director, HDFC Securities 

DFC Securities chief  executive Dhiraj Relli, though is 
bullish on the market, doesn’t see any net returns this 
year as there are many missing cogs in the market wheel 
for a broader rally. In an interview with Benn Kochu-
veedan of  TNIE he tells the worst is behind us and inves-
tors can still rake in real moolah if  they entered on the 
dips as market will remain range-bound. Excerpts: 

Is the market out of  the woods?  
Yes, corrections of  the past 18 months are already behind us, and 
we believe the market has the potential to do well. My view is 
simple: the Iran war will end. Historically, crises are temporary, 
but compounding is permanent. If  you look at past events—wars, 
terror attacks, geopolitical crises—they lead to 10-15% correc-
tions, followed by strong rebounds of  35–40% within six months.  
I see the market rebounding by 12–14% from here. 

What makes you so optimistic after massive sell-offs? 
What’s your Nifty target?
My optimism is based on a few key factors. Over the past 18 
months, we’ve seen both price correction and time correction. 
Secondly, we’re assuming the Iran war will come to an end. I don’t 
know whether it will take two, four, or six weeks, but it will end.

We’d earlier estimated 18% earnings growth across our coverage 
universe of 277 stocks. Because of  the war, we cut that slightly and 
even after that, we still see 10-12% earnings growth. We believe 
markets have the potential to do well.

Once the war ends, investor sentiment will shift. What is cur-
rently the fear of  missing out may turn 
into what I call ‘frustration of  missing 
out.’ You can see this in the latest data. 
Everyone expected SIP flows to fall, but in-
stead we saw a record `32,000 crore of  SIP 
inflows in March. That shows the resil-
ience of  retail investors. Also, there is a 
strong trend of  financialisation and equi-
tisation of  savings. Domestic investors re-
main positive. ETF flows are also strong.

Why are you excluding Covid from 
your correction phase comparison?
Because the Covid-19 was a very different 
kind of  a crisis. It lasted 18-24 months. The 
events we’re comparing are shorter—typ-
ically three to six months crisis.  Even a 
one-day event like 26/11 caused a small 
correction but was followed by a strong 
rebound. So based on historical patterns, 
we believe over the next six months, say 
post-Diwali, the markets should recoup. 
Even then, we aren’t talking about extraordinary returns—just a 
12–14% move, which aligns with earnings expectations. 

But doesn’t that still imply limited returns 
or no real returns at all?
Exactly. Markets may remain range-bound for a longer period. For 
example, they could move between 24,000 and 27,000 over several 
years. The Nifty peak was 26,358.25 on January 5, 2026.  It could re-
claim that but that does not mean it would go up from there. So, the 
returns depend on the entry point. If  you enter at lower levels, you 
make money; if  you enter at the peak, you may see no returns for 
years. There are many examples of  this. Cisco took nearly 25 years 
to return to its previous high reached in 2001. Back home, Wipro 
had a long period of  stagnation. The key factor here is valuation.

So was there a bubble earlier?
There was froth. In September 2024, valuations were high—27–28x 
earnings. We were trading at 100% premium to emerging markets 
as against a long-term average of  60%. That’s when foreign inves-
tors started selling. Our current premium to EMs is 31.2%. 

Who created that froth? FPIs?
Partly. But the bigger issue was valuation and relative opportu-
nity. FPIs had better options elsewhere—especially in markets 
like Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and the even US. 

H

Because of the war, 
we have cut down 
earnings forecast 
and even after that, 
we still see 10-12% 
growth. With this 
earnings visibility 
and the corrections 
already behind us, 
we believe markets 
have the potential 
to do well. Once this 
war ends, investor 
sentiment will shift.

P U S H P I TA  D E Y  @ New Delhi

COMPANIES may take longer 
than expected to roll out revised 
employee salary structures un-
der the Income-tax Act, 2025, 
several tax experts cautioned. 
With barely a couple of  quar-
ters since the implementation 
of  the labour codes—under 
which corporates had to re-
structure salaries—companies 
are now grappling with fresh 
hurdles of  aligning compensa-
tion with the new Income-Tax 
framework.

The primary challenge stems 
from corporates having to rec-
alibrate salary structures 
across two parallel reform 
tracks, experts said.

“The key hurdle corporates 
are facing is that salary struc-
tures are currently being re-
evaluated simultaneously un-
der two major reform tracks. 
On the tax side, employers are 

reassessing allowances, per-
quisites, exemptions and re-
imbursements under the In-
come-tax Act, 2025, and the 
Rules thereunder,” said Rajas-
hree Sarna, Partner – Global 
People Solutions, Grant 
Thornton Bharat.

She added that the govern-
ment has pushed for wider 
adoption of  the new tax re-
gime, with nearly 75% of  indi-
vidual taxpayers already opt-
ing for it. 

However, exemption thresh-
olds under certain allowanc-
es—such as house rent allow-
ance (HRA) and children’s 
education/hostel allowance—
under the old tax regime have 
been increased. This requires 
employers to design compensa-
tion structures that work for 
employees under both regimes. 
At the same time, under the 
new labour codes, a uniform 
definition of  “wages” has been 

introduced, forming the basis 
for calculating statutory bene-
fits such as provident fund, em-

ployee state insurance, gratui-
ty and leave encashment.

Tax experts noted that com-
panies had only recently com-
pleted a detailed review of  sal-
ary components to determine 
what qualifies as wages; in-
corporating changes under 
the new Income-tax Act has 
added another layer of  
complexity.

Until recently, ex-
perts said, the new tax 
regime was clearly 
more beneficial for 
most taxpayers.

“With the increase in 
exempt salary components, 
individuals will now need to 
undertake a more detailed op-
timisation analysis on a case-
by-case basis (old vs new). 
From an employer’s stand-
point, this introduces an addi-
tional layer of  complexity. 
Companies will need to revisit 
payroll structures and support 

employees in evaluating the 
old versus new regime, in-
creasing both advisory and ad-
ministrative effort,” said Shai-
ly Gupta, Partner, Direct Tax, 
Khaitan & Co.

Experts added that the tim-
ing of  implementation has fur-
ther complicated matters. 

With the final rules noti-
fied only in late March, 

many companies did 
not have adequate time 
t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i s e 
changes from the start 
of  the financial year on 

April 1. “Based on our in-
teractions with corporates, 

implementation is likely to be 
staggered, with smoother adop-
tion expected over the next few 
payroll cycles,” Gupta added.

For corporates, this means 
the transition to the new tax 
framework may be slower and 
more complex than initially 
anticipated.

Corporates may delay salary restructuring
Companies grapple with fresh hurdles of aligning compensation with the new Income Tax framework

HOW IS AI SHAPING YOUR 
FINANCIAL FUTURE

M O N E Y  M A T T E R S

FINANCIAL 
KNOWLEDGE

RAJAS KELKAR
(The author is editor-in-chief at 

www.moneyminute.in)

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

ADANI Enterprises (AEL) has 
announced the incorporation 
of  three new wholly owned sub-
sidiaries focused on real estate 
and hospitality developments 
near its airport projects. The 
move, disclosed in a regulatory 
filing on April 18, 2026, signals 
a strategic push by the con-
glomerate to monetise and de-
velop land parcels surrounding 
its aviation hubs.

AEL has informed the BSE 
and NSE that its step-down 
wholly-owned subsidiary, Ada-
ni Airport City Limited, has 
incorporated three new wholly-
owned subsidiaries. These new 
entities—Adani Navi Mumbai 
Airport City Limited (ANMA-
CL), Adani Guwahati Airport 
City Limited (AGACL), and 
Adani Ahmedabad Airport 
City Limited (AAACL)—were 
all incorporated in India on 

April 6, 2026.
The primary business objec-

tive for these subsidiaries falls 
under real estate activities. 
Specifically, ANMACL, AGA-
CL, and AAACL are set to en-
gage in the development, leas-
ing, and construction of  

buildings, as well as the man-
agement of  integrated hotels, 
restaurants, banquets, and 
business centres.

Each of  the three companies 
has been established with a 
paid-up share capital of  
`10,00,000, consisting of  100,000 

equity shares at a face value of  
`10 per share. Adani Airport 
City Limited holds 100% of  the 
shareholding in each entity, 
maintaining them as wholly 
owned subsidiaries within the 
broader Adani Enterprises cor-
porate structure. The incorpo-
ration was completed via cash 
consideration and did not re-
quire any specific governmen-
tal or regulatory approvals.

The Adani Group through its 
subsidiary Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd (AAHL) operates and 
manages six air ports — 
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Man-
galuru, Jaipur, Guwahati, and 
Thiruvananthapuram. It 
signed concession agreements 
with the Airports Authority of  
India for all six airports.

AAHL also holds a 73% stake 
in Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd, which in turn holds a 
74% stake in Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport Ltd. 

Adani to focus on realty biz near airports

Strategic push to develop lands around aviation hubs
The move, disclosed in a regulatory filing on April 18, 2026, signals a 
strategic push by the conglomerate to monetise and develop land 
parcels surrounding its aviation hubs. The primary business objective 
for these subsidiaries falls under real estate activities.

On the tax side, employers are 
reassessing allowances, perquisites, 

exemptions and reimbursements 
under the Income-tax Act, 2025, and 

the Rules thereunder

Rajashree Sarna, Partner, 
Grant Thornton Bharat

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

THE Multi Commodity Ex-
change of  India Limited (MCX), 
the country’s largest commodi-
ty exchange, is set to expand its 
footprint into the energy sector 
following regulatory approval 
to establish a coal exchange.

In a regulatory filing dated 
April 18, 2026, MCX announced 
that the Securities and Ex-
change Board of  India (Sebi) 
has granted approval under the 
SECC Regulations for an in-
vestment in a proposed subsidi-
ary, tentatively named MCX 
Coal Exchange Ltd. or MCX 
Coal Exchange of  India Ltd.

The initiative aims to mod-
ernise India’s coal market by 
developing a regulated, technol-
ogy-driven platform for the 
physical delivery of  coal. MCX 
intends to leverage its expertise 

in governance, surveillance, 
and clearing mechanisms to 
create a transparent digital 
marketplace where coal can be 
traded at market-driven, fair 
prices. This move aligns with 
the broader vision of  the Gov-
ernment of  India to enhance the 
transparency and efficiency of  
the domestic coal ecosystem.

MCX will initially hold a 
100% stake in the subsidiary, 
though it may seek additional 
partners in the future. The ex-

change plans to invest up to 
`100 crore to meet minimum 
net worth requirements as stip-
ulated by draft Coal Exchange 
Rules. Shares will be acquired 
at a par value of  `10 per share.

While Sebi has approved the 
investment as of  April 17, 2026, 
the company is yet to be formal-
ly incorporated. Following in-
corporation, MCX plans to sub-
mit a licence application to the 
Coal Controller Organization of  
India as per guidelines.

MCX receives Sebi approval to launch 
coal exchange, to invest `100 crore

Coal mkt modernisation
The initiative aims to modernise 
India’s coal market by developing 
a regulated, technology-driven 
platform for the physical delivery 
of coal. MCX intends to leverage 
its expertise in governance, 
surveillance, and clearing 
mechanisms

I
live in Navi Mumbai and 
one couple aged 35 years 
asked me ‘Should I buy 
a house in Panvel, for 
my family – our jobs are 
in Vashi.

Here is what I told 
them….

Here is a set of  financial rules 
tailored for your situation — a 
35-year-old couple with com-
bined CTC of  `1 crore ( about 
`50 lakh each), working in 
Vashi, planning to buy a house 
in Panvel. This is a smart move: 
3BHK flats currently average 
`1.2–1.8 cr (`1.3–1.6 cr is realis-
tic for a good ready-to-move or 
under-construction project in 
New Panvel. Commute is only 
25–40 minutes by train or 20 
minutes by car — far better 
than most Mumbai suburbs. 

First, Know Your Real 
Numbers (Take-Home + 
Affordability)

 Combined take-home: `5.4–6 
lakh a month. Each person pays 
`11 lakh tax + `3–4 lakh PF/
other deductions on `50 lakh 
CTC. 

 House price you can comfort-
ably afford: `1.5–2 cr.

 Loan example: `1.5 cr house , 
20% down payment (`30 lakh 
from you), `1.2 cr home loan at 
8.5% for 20 years; EMI `1.04 
lakh/month. 

 This EMI is only 17–19% of  
your combined take-home — 
very safe. In 2 years this will 
look small when your take 
home pay increases! 

Golden Rule for Home Loan 
(3-20-30-40 Rule) 

 The House should not cost 
more than 3x your CTC

 20 year loan, don’t stretch it 
to 30 years. 

 30% maximum of  monthly 
take-home on total EMIs. 

 40% down payment 

Pre-Purchase Action Plan 
BUILD DOWN PAYMENT  
 Target ̀ 40–50 lakh liquid (`30 

lakh down + `10–15 lakh 
emergency). 
 Park in liquid funds / savings 

account @ 6–7%.
 Emergency fund first 6–9 

months of  expenses (`12–18 
lakh) in liquid funds. 

 Clear all other debt (credit 
cards, personal loans) before 
applying for home loan. 

 Boost CIBIL: Should be 750+ 
(joint loan gets better rate).

 Post-Purchase Rules (Stay 
Wealthy After Buying)

 EMI cap: Never let total EMIs 
cross 30% of  take-home. 

 Don’t Prepay aggressively: 
Use any bonus/increment to in-
vest in good mutual funds. 

 Maintain 40% savings rate 
even after EMI starts — `1.5+ 
lakh monthly into SIPs. 

 Protection & Long-Term 
Rules (Non-Negotiable)
Insurance 

 Term life: `1–1.5 Cr each 
(pure term). 

 Family floater health: `25 
lakh top-up.
RETIREMENT 

 35 years old `you still have 
25–30 years. Invest in equity 
mutual funds/SIPs (index + 
flexi-cap+multi-asset). 

 Goal: `10–15 Cr corpus 
by age 60.
TAX OPTIMISATION 
Home loan interest (up to `2 
lakh) + principal (80C) — switch 
to old regime only if  you have 
other deductions; otherwise 
new regime is simpler.

Quick Checklist Before You 
Finalise the House
House price � 3× combined an-
nual take-home (you are at 
~2.5× — excellent). 

RULES TAILORED FOR 
FINANCIAL SITUATION

M O N E Y - W I S E

FINANCIAL ADVICE
PV SUBRAMANYAM

writes at 
www.subramoney.com and has 
authored the best seller ‘Retire 

Rich - Invest C40 a day’

EXPRES ILLUSTRATION
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Chennai Super Kings have been dealt a major blow with Ayush Mhatre 
sustaining a hamstring tear during their match against Sunrisers 
Hyderabad. Mhatre, who came in as an impact substitute, appeared in 
visible discomfort and clutched his hamstring while attempting a run, 
requiring on-field treatment during CSK’s 10-run loss to SRH on Sunday.

Struggling CSK hit 
by Mhatre injury

Mumbai in tough spot
Hard conversations and tough 
calls are the phrases Hardik used 
after their loss in the last game. 
Rohit is out of action, Suryakumar 
is out of form and Bumrah is not 
getting wickets. Besides, Pandya’s 
captaincy is also under the lens.

In-form Gill in focus
Gill finally found some rhythm 
and form as Titans won three on 
the trot. Now, they will be keen to 
keep the winning run going. But 
for that, they will need their 
captain to continue batting the 
way he did against KKR.

GT vs MI, Ahmedabad | Live on Star 
Sports and JioHotstar, 7.30 PM

HAPPY HOMECOMING FOR CANDIDATES WINNER VAISHALI 
Father and supporters welcome 24-year-old Grandmaster with flowers, chess-board themed cake at Chennai International Airport in wee hours on Sunday

Bowlers, Rinku help KKR end winless streak

Arya, Connolly step up for Punjab

Shafali’s fifty in vain as 
South Africa take 2-0 lead

C H A N D R A  P R A B H U  @ Chennai

WHEN Ramesh Babu got a call 
from Nagalakshmi around 12.10 
am, his wife and mother of  Can-
didates champion R Vaishali, it 
was an indication that her flight 
had landed in Chennai from 
Frankfurt. Days after beating 
Kateryn Lagno in the final 
round of  the Women’s Candi-
dates at Paphos, Cyprus to 
emerge victorious, Vaishali re-
turned to the city at midnight 
on Sunday.

The international arrivals at 
the Chennai International Air-
port witnessed an outpour much 
before her arrival. Families 
were getting reunited, children 
were finally getting to see their 
parents, who had been just pix-
els of  various colours on their 
m o b i l e screens for some 
t i m e due to West 
A s i a conflict.  As 

flight activity had been cur-
tailed due to US-Israel’s war 
with Iran, those waiting at the 
terminal were a picture of  emo-
tions as they eagerly anticipated 
their loved ones’ arrival.

But at the extreme left of  the 
A5 exit of  the T2, Vaishali’s fa-
ther, relatives and friends pa-
tiently waited, even after know-
ing that she had landed. While 
her father waited for his daugh-

ter, son and wife like any other 
man would, the relatives and 
friends kept their excitement 
levels in full swing. Around 30-
35 school students, trying to bat-
tle sleep, patiently waited, as 
they were to unfurl a banner 
which read ‘R Vaishali, Candi-
dates Champion.’

And by 1.15am, the woman of  
the hour finally walked towards 
the exit. The excitement grew 

E N S  @ Chennai

THEIR bowlers (Kartik Tyagi 
3/22, Varun Chakaravarthy 
3/14 and Sunil Narine 2/26) did 
the job to perfection restricting 
Rajasthan Royals to 155/9 but 
batters continue to struggled 
before Rinku Singh (53 n.o) and 
Anukul Roy (29 n.o) led Kolkata 
Knight Riders to maiden vic-
tory of  the season.

Chasing the manageable tar-
get, the hosts, at one stage, were 
87/6 at the Eden Gardens on 
Sunday but vice-captain Rinku 
along with Roy added 76 runs 
for the seventh wicket as the 
three-time champions crossed 
the line with two balls to spare. 
They also needed a bit of  luck 
to break the jinx with Rinku be-

ing dropped by Nandre Burger 
at eight. The southpaw from Ut-
tar Pradesh made full use of  
the reprieve with Roy playing 
the role of  a perfect foil. 

The win meant Kolkata are 
now placed ninth on the points 
table above five-time champi-
ons Mumbai Indians. For Ra-
jasthan, it was their second 
consecutive loss after three 
straight wins. Except openers 
— Yashasvi Jaiswal (39) and 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi (46) — 
none of  their batters came good 
thus failing to post a good total 
on the board despite a solid 
opening partnership of  81 in-
side nine overs. Brief scores: RR 155/9 
in 20 ovs (Sooryavanshi 46; Tyagi 3/22, Chakara-
varthy 3/14, Narine 2/26) lost to KKR 161/6 in 
19.4 ovs (Rinku 53 n.o, Roy 29 n.o; Jadeja 2/8).

E N S  @ Chennai

THE 182-run partnership be-
tween Priyansh Arya (93) and 
Cooper Connolly (87) for the 
second wicket and late forays 
from Shashank Singh and Mar-
cus Stoinis helped Punjab 
Kings end the first innings at 
254/7 against Lucknow Super 
Giants in the Indian Premier 
League in Mullanpur on 
Sunday. 

From 3/1 in the first over the 
duo carried the hosts to 185/2 
within 13 overs. The highest 
point of  this partnership came 
in the 13th over, when Aiden 
Markram was taken for 32 
runs. After this onslaught how-

ever, the duo did not remain for 
long. Connolly was caught by 
Manimaran Siddharth off  
Prince Yadav in the 14th over. 

In the following over, Arya was 
caught by Mitchell Marsh off  
Siddharth. He fell seven runs 
short of  his century. Skipper 
Shreyas Iyer (5) and Nehal 
Wadhera (13) failed to consoli-
date on the barrage caused by 
the duo.

Asked to bat first, Punjab 
Kings lost their in-form opener 
Prabhsimran Singh for a first-
ball duck. Prabhsimran tried 
to drive the ball through the 
cover, which found a thick out-
side edge and was caught at 
slip by Marsh. Brief scores (at the 
time of going to press): PBKS 254/7 in 20 
ovs (Priyansh Arya 93, Cooper Connolly 87; 
Prince Yadav 2/25) vs LSG 76/1 in 7 ovs (Ayush 
Badoni 35).

further, the flowers — which 
were in covers — finally got to 
see the lights, the turbans wait-
ing to be put on. It was the city’s 
way of  welcoming one of  its 
own. But somewhere in the 
swelling crowd stood her father, 
with the walker on. His smile 
was wide and radiant when he 
saw his family just wearing off  
the tiredness of  eight and a half-
hour flight from Frankfurt. 
(Vaishali flew from Larnaca 
(Cyprus) to Frankfurt for 4 
hours, followed by a 5 hour layo-
ver before a flight towards Chen-
nai). After warmly embracing 
her father, she was taken to a 
spot where she cut a cake which 
had the chess board, which read 
‘Congratulations Vaishali’ with 
a Queen’s piece.

With the crowd surrounding 
her, trying to get a glimpse of  
her, the 24-year-old spoke about 
the title win in Cyprus. “It was 

a very close event and an unpre-
dictable one, it could have gone 
either way and I am very happy. 
I won the last game which was 
very crucial in a very tense situ-
ation,” she told select media. 

With four rounds left, Vaishali
was in the lead there in Cyprus. 
She said that the defeat to Zhu 
Jiner released the pressure she 
had from leading by a point. 
“Having a one point lead, I felt a 
lot of  pressure. But after losing 
to Jiner, it was wide open and we
were again in a joint lead. I felt 
like everything was back to nor-
mal and I was trying to focus on 
the remaining games,” she said. 

This also marked the conclu-
sion of  a hectic campaign for 
her. “It’s a long tournament and
quite a gruelling one. I think 
you have to be focussed until the 
end to handle the pressure. Eve-
rything was a learning experi-
ence for me,” she said. 

R Vaishali  with her parents at the Chennai International Airport |  EXPRESS

It was a very close event and an unpredictable one, it could 
have gone either way and I am very happy. I won the last game 
which was very crucial in a very tense situation. I think you have 
to be focussed until the end to handle the pressure. Everything 
was a learning experience for me 

- R Vaishali, Candidates winner

KKR players celebrate their  first win of the season on Sunday in Kolkata |  BCCI

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah celebrates scoring his side’s opening goal |  AP

Priyansh Arya scored a 37-ball  93 to 
help PBKS post 254/7 |  BCCI

E N S  @ Chennai

THE Indian Super League (ISL) 
tie between NorthEast United 
and Mohun Bagan Super Giant 
(MBSG) was delayed at half-time 
due to heavy rain at the Indira 
Gandhi Athletic Stadium in Gu-
wahati on Sunday. Mohun Ba-
gan went into the break with a 
1-0 lead thanks to Robinho 
Azevedo’s first-time shot. Visu-
als of  puddles across the stadi-
um was seen at the break, and 
the referees delayed the start of  
second half. Ground staff  were 
seen clearing excess water out-
side the pitch, while the corners 
appear to be slightly inundated.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

INDIA opener Shafali Verma, 
playing her 100th T20I, scored a 
breezy 57, but that was not 
enough as the visitors lost to 
South Africa by eight wickets in 
the second T20I in Durban on 
Sunday. With the win, hosts took 
2-0 lead in the five-match series.

With only few months to go for 
the T20 World Cup, this series 
was supposed to serve as a prep-
aration for India women. How-
ever, so far they have not turned 
up. In both matches, India lost 
momentum in the middle-order 

and failed to post a defendable 
total. India were bowled out for 
147, which South Africa chased 
down with ease, thanks to fifties 
from Laura Wolvaardt and Sune 
Luus. Brief scores: India 147 in 20 ovs (Sh-
afali 57; Chloe 3/22) lost to SA 148/2 in 17.1 ovs 
(Wolvaardt 54, Luus 57; Shreyanka 2/35).

A G E N C I E S  @ London

VIRGIL van Dijk scored a last-
gasp winner against Everton on 
Sunday as Liverpool strength-
ened their push for a Champi-
ons League spot next season.

On a pivotal day in the Pre-
mier League, fourth-placed As-
ton Villa squandered a two-goal 
lead against Sunderland but 
scored in stoppage time to win 
4-3. At the other end of  the table, 
Morgan Gibbs-White netted a 
hat-trick as struggling Notting-
ham Forest came from behind 
against Burnley to win 4-1 and 

heap the pressure on troubled 
Tottenham.

Just a few weeks ago the bat-
tle for the top five, which guar-
antees entry into the Champi-
ons League, looked as though it 
might be tight. But fifth-placed 
Liverpool’s 2-1 victory in their 
first match at Everton’s new 
Hill Dickinson Stadium takes 
them seven points clear of  
stumbling Chelsea, in sixth 
spot.

Captain Van Dijk was the 
hero for Arne Slot’s Liverpool, 
heading Dominik Szoboszlai’s 
corner past a helpless Jordan 

ISL: Downpour 
delays match

Liverpool snatch derby win to boost Champions League hopes
F O O T B A L L

Pickford in the 100th minute.
“Today was massive in the 

situation that we are, in hunt 
for the Champions League 
spots,” Van Dijk told Sky Sports. 
“That is definitely not Liver-
pool-worthy, in my opinion, but 
it is the reality and it was im-
portant we got the win. I’m glad 
we did. 

“We’ve got five more games 
left (some) against teams that 
are also fighting for the Cham-
pions League spots. Every game 
is a big one.”

Mohamed Salah had opened 
the scoring for last season’s 

champions, slotting home in the 
first half  following a superbly 
weighted pass from Cody 
Gakpo.

The goal came just two min-
utes after Iliman Ndiaye’s effort 
at the other end was cancelled 
by VAR, with Jake O’Brien 
ruled offside. Salah, departing 
at the end of  the season, has 
equalled Steven Gerrard’s nine 
goals to become the joint top-
scoring player in the Premier 
League fixture between the two 
Merseyside teams.
Results: Everton 1-2 Liverpool; Nottingham 
Forest 4-1 Burnley; Aston Villa 4-3 Sunderland.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Agarkar’s contract 
renewed till next year
NEW DELHI: Ajit Agarkar will 
continue as chairman of the 
senior selection committee after 
the BCCI decided to renew his 
contract for a year, keeping an eye 
on the 2027 ODI World Cup. Under 
his chairmanship, the selected 
Indian teams between October 
2023 to March 2026 reached four 
ICC tournament finals, winning 
three of them — two T20 World 
Cups and one ICC Champions 
Trophy — and it was a foregone 
conclusion that his contract will 
be renewed for fourth year.

Aditi cards 69 to move 
to T-36 in Los Angeles  
LOS ANGELES: India’s Aditi Ashok 
fought back with three birdies on 
the back nine to move up to tied 
36th place with a third-round 
card of 3-under 69 at the JM 
Eagle Los Angeles Championship 
here. Aditi birdied the sixth but 
gave it back on the Par-5 seventh. 
On the back nine, she birdied the 
11th and added two more gains on 
the 16th and the 18th for a 69, 
after 70-72 on the first two days. 
Korea’s Sei Young Kim led by 
two following a roller-coaster 
round of 71.

Rybakina beats Muchova 
to win Stuttgart title
STUTTGART: Australian Open
champion Elena Rybakina picked 
up her second title of the year as 
she outclassed Karolina Muchova 
7-5, 6-1 to win the WTA Stuttgart 
indoor clay-court tournament on 
Sunday. Top seed Rybakina, 26, 
snatched a tight opening set with 
two breaks against her seventh-
seeded Czech opponent after 53
minutes on court in Germany. It’s 
the first time the 26-year-old 
2024 champion won a repeat title 
after claiming 12 in different 
tournaments previously.

Asian U20 C’ships 
qualification in  K’taka 
NEW DELHI: Athletes aiming to 
earn a ticket to next month’s 
Asian U20 Championships in Hong 
Kong will have to achieve the AFI 
qualification standards during the 
three-day age group competition 
in Tumkur, Karnataka, from April 
24 to 26. The Athletics Federation 
of India (AFI) announced the 
selection criteria for the upcoming 
Asian meet on Sunday. The Asian 
U20 Athletics Championships 
will be held in Hong Kong from 
May 28 to 31.

G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

KUMAR Kushagra always 
dreamt big. Right from the time 
he was coming up the ranks in 
Jharkhand age-group to going 
for big money in the 2023 IPL 
mini auction, the 21-year-old 
has always been one of  those 
talents who was made of  bigger 
things. And over the years, he 
had ticked the right boxes to 
build that reputation.

However, somewhere along 
the line he felt he needed more. 
He had the shots, the talent and 
the skills as a gloveman, but 
Kushagra felt something was 
missing. His aim is to play for 
India in all three formats but at 
the same time, he knew he need-
ed the clarity to get to the next 
level. Enter Gujarat Titans and 
Vikram Solanki. First signed 
by Delhi Capitals in the mini 
auction, Kushagra found him-
self  in the Titans set up last 
year where he worked with 
Solanki and Ashish Nehra.

“Your aim is to play in 
all three formats of  In-
dia. You have to do 
some upgrades in 
your game. Obviously, 
I couldn’t do it my way. 
I could only do it with 
someone’s guidance. 
That should be the best. It 
should enhance my game. It 
should enhance my perform-
ance. Vikram sir was there. 
Ashish sir gave a lot of  inputs 
when I came to GT. I had those 
shots. But I was very much con-
fused that which kind of  shots I 
should play in these kinds of  
situations. So, that thing, the 
clarity, plays a very big role,” 
Kushagra told this daily.

The youngster warmed the 
bench through the 2025 season 
while working on the sidelines 
with Solanki and Nehra. One of  
the things was the belief  to bat 
up the order and deliver for the 
team irrespective of  the format. 
And it all came to fruition as 
Kushagra smashed 368 runs in 
Vijay Hazare, 601 runs in Ranji 
Trophy and 422 in Syed Mushtaq 
Ali, helping Jharkhand win the 
T20 title. In Ishan Kishan’s ab-
sence, he also led the team in the 
50-over format. “Before the last 
season, I was doing a lot of  lower 
down the order. Even in the 
white ball tournaments, I was 

playing at No 5-6. I was not get-
ting that much opportunity to 
reveal myself  or justify my 
game. When I came to the GT 
camp, they told me that I am a 
player who can bat at the top of  
the order. You can build the in-
nings and showcase your per-
formance in your team. So, I 
went back and told them to let 
me bat at No 3-4. From there, my 
game got enhanced. I got more 
time to bat. I used to open for my 
team in U16 and U19. When the 
Ranji Trophy came, there were 
a lot of  senior players who were
opening. Initially, I was not get-
ting a chance. But now that I 
have got a chance, I am trying to 
use that opportunity. They told 
me to bat at the top of  the order. 
I should have clarity in my shots. 
I should know how to use my 
power play. You just have to chip 
over the fielders. That should be 
set in your mind. So, these were 
the things that really helped 
me,” Kushagra explained.

While Solanki worked with 
him on sidelines, Kushagra 

spent most of  his time at 
Titans shadowing former 
England captain Jos But-
tler. An all-format player 
who opens in T20s, bats 

in middle-order in ODIs 
and is a modern day great, 

Kushagra did not hesitate going 
up to Buttler for inputs and the 
Englishman took him under the 
wings. “We speak a lot of  crick-
et. He has the mental skills, 
technique and ability, having 
played all formats for England 
over the years. If  you are play-
ing for your country in all three 
formats and doing it for such a 
long time, it’s a very proud feel-
ing. I think I can become that 
kind of  a player. That’s why I 
take a lot of  input from Buttler. 
Because in all three formats... 
he bats in different places. So, 
how does he set that alignment 
of  batting? How does he set it 
mentally? Those are the things 
we talk about all the time.”

And earlier this month, Kush-
agra tried to apply it all when he 
made his debut for Titans in the 
absence of  Shubman Gill. He 
scored a 14-ball 18, before mak-
ing way for Gill in the next 
game, but one thing seems clear. 
The 21-year-old is here to stay 
and is doing everything in his 
power to make sure of  it.

Desperate MI 
take on Titans

With Mumbai Indians playing Gujarat 
Titans in Ahmedabad, a look...

Will put strong bid to host World C’ships: AICF official
Vaishali’s entry to the women’s World Championship final as a challenger to 
defending champion Ju Wenjun means that India will have two players fighting 
for titles. In the Open category, reigning champ D Gukesh will face Javokhir 
Sindarov, who won the Candidates in Cyprus.  AK Verma, head of operations of All 
India Chess Federation (AICF) said that the national body will try to bring the 
final to India. “We will fill the bid form first and then we will go to the bidding 
process,” he said.  In 2024, India missed out on hosting the Worlds, as Singapore 
got the hosting rights at the last minute thanks to Google being roped in as a 
sponsor. “Initially, FIDE was ready to host (in 2024), frankly speaking,” he said. 
The TN government also pushed for the marquee event to be hosted here, as 
they were ready to pay appropriate fees, according to Verma.

Shafali  Verma | BCCI

Kushagra aims to 
be all-format star



N I K H I L  A B H I S H E K

C
OMMERCE educa-
tion today rests on a 
different set of  ex-
pectations from the 
ones that defined it 
even a decade ago. 
The classroom still 

carries its familiar subjects, 
yet the demands placed on stu-
dents have widened in scope 
and depth. What once centred 
on mastering content now ex-
tends into interpretation, ap-
plication, and decision-mak-
ing in uncertain contexts. 
“The most significant shift in 
commerce education is from 
knowledge-centric learning to 
competency-driven education. 
Knowing facts is no longer 
enough; students must inter-
pret and act on them in real-
world contexts. Commerce 
education today demands ac-
tive, adaptive thinkers, not 
just passive, recall-driven 
learners,” explains Dr M 
Thenmozhi, Professor, Depart-
ment of  Management Studies 
at IIT Madras. 

This movement toward ap-
plication has brought other 
changes alongside it. Course-
work now draws from multi-
ple disciplines, placing ac-
counting,  f inance,  and 
economics in conversation 
with data, policy, and manage-
ment. The classroom mirrors 
a professional environment 

where problems often have 
very fuzzy edges, and conclu-
sions depend on context and 
nuance rather than formula 
alone. The presence of  these 
demands has placed greater 
emphasis on how students en-
gage with information. 

Employers look for gradu-
ates who can move beyond cal-
culation and arrive at conclu-
sions that hold under scrutiny. 
“Students can solve a textbook 
problem with precision, but 
struggle when the same con-
cept appears embedded in a 
messy business situation with 
incomplete data. Data literacy 
and professional commu-
nication remain the 
most glaring gaps in 
today’s commerce 
graduates,” she says.

Part of  this gap can 
be traced to changes in 
how work itself  is organ-
ised. Many of  the tasks that 
used to define early-career 
roles have begun to move into 
automated systems, altering 
how young professionals enter 
the field and what they are ex-
pected to contribute from the 
start. “The tasks that were 
once considered the bread and 
butter of  entry-level com-
merce professionals, such as 
financial reporting, auditing, 
credit analysis, and routine 
compliance functions, are be-
ing taken up by AI. What AI 
cannot replicate is sound pro-

fessional judgement, ethical 
reasoning, and the ability to 
navigate ambiguity,” she 
explains.

The emphasis on applica-
tion extends into how students 
think about their own academ-
ic paths. A broad grounding in 
the fundamentals continues to 
matter, especially at the un-

dergraduate level, where 
accounting, economics, 
and finance form the 
base of  the discipline. 
At the same time, depth 
in a chosen area carries 

weight in the job market.
“At the undergraduate lev-

el, specialisation does not 
mean becoming a narrow tech-
nician; it means developing a 
pronounced strength in one 
area, whether that is financial 
markets, taxation, manage-
ment accounting, or cost ac-
counting, while retaining 
working fluency across the 
broader field,” Thenmozhi 
notes.

This balance between 
breadth and depth defines how 
students position themselves 
in the workforce, and in inter-
views. A general understand-

ing across subjects allows for 
flexibility, while a clear area 
of  strength provides direction 
and credibility. The combina-
tion creates a profile that can 
respond to varied professional 
demands without losing focus. 
Perceptions of  the field, how-
ever, often lag behind these re-
alities.  Commerce has long 

been associated with a predict-
able set of  roles and a steady 
career trajectory. “There is a 
persistent belief  that com-
merce is primarily a path to a 
stable, conventional career in 
banking, accounting, or cor-
porate finance, and that choos-
ing it insulates one from dis-
ruption or uncertainty,” she 

highlights. This view contin-
ues to influence how students 
approach the stream and how 
they measure its possibilities. 
Such expectations, however, 
sit at odds with the way the 
field now operates.

Professional roles evolve 
alongside changes in markets, 
regulation, and technology, re-
quiring continuous engage-
ment with new information 
and frameworks. Students 
who treat their education as a 
fixed syllabus risk missing the 
demands that lie beyond it. A 
more grounded approach plac-
es emphasis on curiosity, read-
ing beyond prescribed mate-
r i a l ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g 
developments in finance, poli-
cy, and business.

These habits extend the 
classroom into a broader 
learning environment, where 
theory and practice inform 
each other. Commerce, in this 
sense, centres on the ability to 
engage with complexity over 
time, where roles demand the 
interpretation of  financial 
data, evaluation of  risk, and 
informed decision-making 
within structured systems.

A R Y A  V I D Y A 

M
EDICAL physics is one 
of  the lesser-known ca-
reer paths that offers 
the chance to see the 
practical application of  
physics in clinical set-

tings. It is a field where concepts 
learned in textbooks can be 
seen working directly in patient 
care, making it a unique and 
meaningful profession. A medi-
cal physicist usually works 
in the radiation oncology 
department or cancer 
care centre.

“Our role mainly fo-
cuses on treatment 
planning for cancer pa-
tients, carrying out quality 
assurance tests for medical lin-
ear accelerators and brachy-
therapy machines, and han-
dling documentation work,” 

says Kamalaharan W, a medical 
physicist working in a private 
medical college in Bhopal.

A medical physicist is also 
responsible for ensuring 
that machines function 
properly, with radiation 
outputs and mechanical 
systems remaining with-

in the prescribed limits set 
by the Atomic Energy Regu-

latory Board of  India (AERB), 
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA), and other 
international radiation protec-

tion guidelines. To enter this 
field, the required qualifica-
tions include a BSc in Physics 
followed by an MSc in Medical 
Physics or Radiation Physics 

from an AERB-authorised uni-
versity or college, along with 12 
months of  clinical training. An-
other pathway is completing an 
MSc in Physics and then pursu-

ing a Diploma in Radiation 
Physics (Dip.RP) from an AERB-
authorised institution. While 
there is no separate certifica-
tion required, the 12-month in-
ternship in a hospital or clinic 
is considered essential.

“To succeed in this career, it 
is important to stay updated 
with recent guidelines, interna-
tional cancer studies, and the 
growing role of  AI in the field,” 
Kamalaharan highlights. 

In India, the starting salary 
can range from �20,000 to �90,000, 
depending on experience, while 
Radiation Safety Officers may 
earn above �1.2 lakh to �3 lakh. 
Although intake is limited in 
hospitals and cancer care cen-
tres, the scope remains strong 
as the need for cancer care con-
tinues to grow, creating demand 
for medical physicists and re-
lated research.
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CUET UG 2026 
at a glance

  Total subjects: 37 subjects
  Subject choice: Maximum of 5 subjects
  Exam dates: May 11 to 31, 2026
  Mode of exam:  Computer-based test
  Questions per paper:  50 questions 
(All  are compulsory)

  Duration:  60 minutes
  Marking scheme: +5 for each correct 
answer, -1  for each incorrect answer

prep
right

Know how the national exam 
is structured, what it includes, 

and what happens after

Y E C H U R I  S A S H I K A N T H

T
HE Common University 
Entrance Test for Under-
graduate programmes, or 
CUET UG, is a standardised 
national-level entrance test 
designed to create a single 

admissions route across institu-
tions, allowing students from dif-
ferent boards and regions to com-
pete on a common platform. 
Conducted by the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA), it now forms 
the basis of  admissions to central 
universities, replacing reliance 
on board marks alone, and is also 
used by a growing number of  
other participating institutions.

Inside 
CUET UG 

The role  of the NTA ends 
with the declaration of 
CUET UG results. It does 
not prepare merit lists or 
conduct admissions. 

Once the results are announced, the 
admission process is taken over by the 
central universities and other 
participating institutions.

Each university  uses 
CUET UG scores according 
to its own admission rules, 
eligibility criteria, and seat 
matrix. Based on the 

scorecard, the respective university 
releases its counselling schedule, 
admission notifications, and merit lists 
separately. Candidates should rely on the 
official portals of universities they have 
applied to, and not on NTA updates alone.

DECODING THE 
ADMISSION PROCESS

THIS WEEK

April 25, 1953

DNA double helix 
model published
73 years ago, the 
structure of 
DNA was identified, 
explaining how 
genetic information is 
stored and replicated. 
This discovery laid the 
foundation for 
modern molecular 
biology. It continues 
to drive careers in 
biotechnology, 
genomics, and 
medical research. It is 
one of the most 
proffered subjects 
for students.

April 24, 1990

Hubble Space 
Telescope launched
36 years ago, the 
Hubble Space 
Telescope was placed 
in orbit, giving 
scientists an 
unobstructed view of 
the universe. It 
transformed 
astronomy through 
high-resolution 
imaging and large-
scale data collection. 
Its open data archives 
continue to support 
careers in astrophysics, 
data science, and 
space research.

April 24, 1993

73rd Constitutional 
Amendment
33 years ago, India 
granted constitutional 
status to Panchayati Raj 
institutions, 
decentralising 
governance to the 
village level. It 
transferred 
responsibilities including 
education, local 
planning, and resource 
management. This 
framework continues to 
shape careers in public 
administration, 
development, and 
grassroots governance.

April 23, 1995

World Book and 
Copyright Day 
established
31 years ago, UNESCO 
formalised a global 
day to celebrate 
books, reading, and 
authorship while 
reinforcing copyright 
protections. It 
recognised knowledge 
as both cultural and 
economic value. In 
today’s digital world, 
it shapes how creators 
protect and monetise 
their work across 
media, technology, 
and publishing.

THE PHYSICS OF CARE
N I C H E  J O B !

From radiation safety to 
treatment planning, what a 

lesser-known healthcare role 
demands and where it leads

rad
idea

road
map

Countless paths

MANAGEMENT

How to get in:  MBA, 
PGDM, Graduate trainee 
programmes, GMAT

What it demands
  Operations planning
  Vendor management
  Process design
  KPI tracking

Standard roles
  Operations manager
  Business analyst
  Project manager
  Procurement manager

Lesser-known roles
  Chief of staff
  ESG strategy lead
  Organisational design 
consultant
  Continuous 
improvement officer

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

How to get in :  Business 
idea, Pitch deck, Seed 
funding, Incubator / 
angel network

What it demands
 Lean thinking
 Rapid prototyping
 Fundraising

 Market awareness
Standard roles

  Founder / co-founder
  Product lead
  Business dev. lead
  Startup CFO

Lesser-known roles
  Venture scout
  Fractional CFO
  RevOps specialist
  SaaS product strategist

PUBLIC SERVICE &
 SOCIAL SECTOR

How to get in: Civil 
services exams, 
State services, NGO 
internships, Public 
policy / administration

What it demands
  Policy analysis
  Stakeholder 
engagement

  Public communication
  Governance literacy

Standard roles
  Civil  servant
  NGO programme 
manager

  Government auditor
  CSR manager

Lesser-known roles

  Policy research 
analyst

  Social impact adviser
  Development 
economist

  Inter ’ l  development 
consultant

ANALYTICS & DIGITAL

How to get in: 
Analytics courses,  
SQL / Python,  MBA 
/ PGDM with data 
specialisation, Digital 
marketing certification

What it demands
 Statistical modelling
 Data visualisation
 Database basics
 BI tools

Standard roles
 Data analyst
 Business analyst
 Analytics consultant
 Product analytics 

manager
Lesser-known roles

 Pricing data scientist
 Data strategy officer
 Behavioural 

economist
 Marketplace economist

K A R T H I K E Y A  S

C
OMMERCE opens into a wide range 
of  careers beyond finance and ac-
countancy, including management, 
analytics, entrepreneurship, and 
public service. 

Understanding these options 
clearly, however, can be challenging. This 
guide maps four major career lanes for 
commerce students outside the tradi-
tional finance and accounting track, out-
lining common entry routes, the skills 
each path usually demands, and both 
standard and lesser-known roles.

Here are all the 
career pathways 

that your BCom 
degree opens up 
for you—beyond 
just finance and 

accounting

Candidates may choose up to a 
maximum of five subjects, including 
languages and the General Aptitude 
Test, irrespective of the subjects 
studied in Class XII.

Commerce education once centred on 
mastering content. It now extends into 

interpretation, application, and 
decision making in uncertain contexts, with 
courses drawing from multiple disciplines

BALANCING 
THE BOOKS

trade
mind

Commerce education now places 
greater emphasis on applying 
knowledge in real-world 
situations. Students are expected 
to interpret data, work with 
incomplete information, and make 
informed decisions. Classroom 
learning connects more directly 
with how problems are 
encountered and solved in 
professional contexts.

Strong fundamentals still 
matter, but students also need 
data literacy, communication, 
and clarity in one chosen area. 
Employers today look for those 
who can analyse information, 
present clear arguments, and 
demonstrate depth in a specific 

domain while retaining 
working knowledge across 

the field.

FROM CONTENT 
TO COMPETENCE

WHAT STUDENTS 
MUST FOCUS ON

CHANGED EVERYTHING

April 22, 1970

First Earth Day 
observed
56 years ago, the first 
Earth Day mobilised 
millions and brought 
environmental 
concerns into public 
and policy focus. It led 
to major regulatory 
frameworks and 
institutional 
action on pollution 
and conservation. 
Today, it underpins 
careers in 
sustainability, 
environmental 
science, and green 
technology.

What AI cannot 
replicate is sound 

professional 
judgement, ethical 
reasoning, and the 
ability to navigate 

ambiguity

Dr M Thenmozhi,
Professor, Department 

of Management Studies 
at IIT-Madras


