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Over 65% T’gana 
women drop out 
after 10th: Survey
83 percent of those from tribal and disadvantaged  
caste groups remain the most affected people

M E G H N A  N A T H  @ Hyderabad 

A widening gap in educational ac-
cess among women across caste 
groups in Telangana is raising 
pressing questions about equity and 
social mobility, as revealed by the 
SEEEPC Survey.

According to the report, nearly 
65.5% of  women in the State do not 
pursue education beyond Class 10, 
indicating that a majority discon-
tinue their studies at the secondary 
level. The findings point to 
deep-rooted structural ine-
qualities that continue to 
shape access to education, 
particularly for marginal-
ised communities. 

The survey highlights that 
women from tribal and disad-
vantaged caste groups remain the 
most affected. Among them, ST 
Kolam women recorded the highest 
dropout rate, with 83% not studying 
beyond Class 10. Other communi-
ties, including SC Bedas, BC-D Ma-
lis, BC-A Oddes, and ST Gonds, also 
reported significantly high dropout 
levels.

In contrast, women from upper 
caste groups show relatively better 
educational outcomes. OC Brah-
mins recorded the lowest proportion 

at 36.2%, followed by communities 
such as OC Rajus, OC Jains, OC Ko-
matis, OC Kammas, and OC Iyeng-
ars/Iyers all of  which remain well 
below the State average.

Interestingly, some intermediate 
communities such as BC-C SC Chris-
tians and BC-B Goldsmiths, demon-
strate comparatively improved edu-
cational attainment, suggesting 
progress in certain sections.

“When over 80% of  women in a 
community are unable to cross the 

10th standard, it is not just an 
education issue, it reflects 
structural exclusion across 
generations,” said K An-
uradha, an educator. 

“The gap between 36% 
and 83% is not incidental; it 

mirrors historical access to re-
sources, schooling networks, and 
social capital.” Meanwhile, a few 
educators and women activists 
pointed out that multiple factors 
contribute to these disparities, in-
cluding poverty, lack of  access to 
secondary schools in remote areas, 
early marriage, and limited institu-
tional support for girls’ education. 

The transition from Class 10 to 
higher secondary emerges as a criti-
cal breaking point, especially for 
girls in rural and tribal regions. 

Delimitation bill: 
Tamil Nadu 
trounced Delhi, 
says CM Stalin
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

REACTING to the defeat of  the Modi 
government’s ambitious delimita-
tion bill in the Lok Sabha on Friday, 
Chief  Minister MK Stalin said the 
State would rise united and unwa-
vering whenever its rights are chal-
lenged, identity or culture is ques-
tioned, and the federal spirit of  
India is tested. 

“Tamil Nadu trounced Delhi; TN 
fought, TN won,” he said in a post on 
‘X’. In an indirect attack on AIAD-
MK and BJP, the DMK chief  said 
that on April 23 (Election Day), the 
people would defeat Delhi’s arro-
gance and those who are supporting 
Delhi’s arrogance. “Delimitation is 
about representation, about who 
gets a voice in India’s democracy. It 
must strengthen the union, not 
weaken its balance,” he said. 

“Guided by Periyar, inspired by 
Anna, and strengthened by Kalaig-
nar, TN has always stood for justice, 
dignity and federalism. The South 
stood united and made its voice 
heard. Democracy prevailed,” he 
said in his X post. 

Clarifying that DMK never op-
posed delimitation, he said that the 
party asked for fairness, for a proc-
ess that is consulted, thought 
through and agreed upon. 

“Not one pushed through for po-
litical gain,” he said. He also thanked 
all opposition parties for their stand. 
On the women’s reservation bill, 
Stalin on X said, DMK wanted im-
mediate implementation of  bill.

PARADIP PORT AUTHORITY
MARINE DEPARTMENT

No.MD/ACCTS/WK/R-03/2025/391 Date: 30.03.2026
Name of the Work: Hiring of 01 no. 25 Knots 
Speed-Cum-Chase Boat (RSV4/ MS Act) along 
with Manning Crew for a period of 05 (five) 
years. Estimated cost put to tender : Total 
Estimated cost including Hire Charges & Fuel: 
Rs.14,37,86,157/- excluding GST. Estimated 
cost put to Tender towards Hire Charges only 
Rs.10,29,22,490/- excluding GST. Last date 
& time of submission of tender through on-
line bidding is 17:00 Hours on 04.05.2026. 
Date & time for opening of Technical Bid is 
10:30 hours on dt.05/05/2026. For further 
details, please log on to the Website:  
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. 

Sd/- Deputy Conservator,
Paradip Port Authority

PPA/PR/06/2026-2027                   dtd. 17.04.2026
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Clinical nutrition scientist,  
gut microbiome researcher, and  

Sage Work founder  

Dr. Shruti Pai 
explores the science behind the 

gut–brain connection and how our 
environment shapes health

in conversation  
with

Scan to listen


