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GUWAHATI, April 22:
AIIMS Guwahati inaugu-
rated a fully functional
Blood Centre to strength-
en transfusion medicine
services in the region.

The facility was inau-
gurated by Executive Di-
rector Prof. (Col) Ashok
Puranik in the presence of

AIIMS Guwahati opens
advanced blood centre

senior officials, faculty and
staff, with Prof. Dipankar
Baruah among the digni-
taries present. A voluntary
blood donation camp was
also organized, collecting
around 60 units of blood.

The centre was
equipped with advanced
infrastructure for whole
blood collection, compo-
nent separation and testing

for transfusion-transmitted
infections using automated
systems. It also offered
apheresis procedures, in-
cluding single donor plate-
let collection.

The initiative aimed to
meet the growing demand
for safe and quality blood
services while promoting
voluntary donation in the
region.
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GUWAHATI, April 22:
National Science Centre in
Guwahati observed Inter-
national Mother Earth Day
2026 on Wednesday with
a series of educational and
interactive programmes
aimed at promoting envi-
ronmental awareness
among students, teachers
and visitors.

The centre, function-
ing under the National
Council of Science Mu-
seums, organised day-
long activities aligned
with this year’s global

National Science Centre marks Earth Day

theme, “Our Power, Our
Planet”, highlighting the
importance of sustainabili-
ty, climate action and col-
lective responsibility to-
wards protecting the envi-
ronment.

The programme fea-
tured multiple competi-
tions, including a “Go As
You Like” event where
young participants present-
ed themes related to nature,
recycling and biodiversity.
Essay-writing and extem-
pore contests were also con-
ducted, focusing on envi-
ronmental challenges and
energy conservation.

A mime performance
titled “Save Nature, Save
Life” was staged by
Team Nirbak, drawing at-
tention to ecological
concerns through artistic
expression. The event
concluded with a prize
distribution ceremony,
recognising participants
for their contributions.

Organizers stated that
the initiative reflected
the institution’s contin-
ued efforts to foster sci-
entific temper and envi-
ronmental consciousness
among the younger gen-
eration.
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GUWAHATI, April 22: The
30th death anniversary of former
Assam Chief Minister Hiteswar
Saikia was observed with Shrad-
dha and solemnity across the state,
with a central memorial meeting
held at Rajiv Bhawan in Guwa-
hati on Wednesday.

Leaders and workers of the
Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) gathered
to pay homage to the late leader
and recalled his contributions
to the state’s development dur-
ing challenging times.

In a statement, APCC presi-
dent Gaurav Gogoi paid tribute to
Saikia and highlighted his efforts
in ensuring inclusive development
for all communities in Assam. He
urged the younger generation to
draw inspiration from Saikia’s
dedication and work ethic.

The programme began at
11:30 am with the ceremonial
lighting of lamps by Kamrup

APCC pays tribute
to Hiteswar Saikia

Metropolitan District Congress
Committee president Swapan
Das. Several party members, in-
cluding APCC General Secretar-
ies Roushan Chettri, Umesh Deka
and Prashanta Majumdar, offered
floral tributes at Saikia’s portrait.

Speaking on the occasion,
APCC Media Department Chair-
man Bedabrata Bora remem-
bered Saikia as a leader who
worked tirelessly for the inclu-
sive growth of Assam’s diverse
communities. He noted that Sai-
kia had demonstrated political
acumen by resolving complex
issues through dialogue and de-
liberation during his tenure.

Bora further stated that Sai-
kia consistently strove to main-
tain harmony and mutual trust
among various ethnic groups,
which helped preserve Assam’s
cultural fabric. He added that
Saikia continued to uphold con-
stitutional values and democrat-
ic principles during his later role
as Governor.

AdtU hosts
session on AI’s

role in healthcare

GUWAHATI, April  22:
Assam down town Uni-
versity (AdtU) recently
organized a session on
“AI in Healthcare: Trans-
forming Tomorrow,”
featuring BrainSight.AI
Co-Founder  and CEO
Laina Emmanuel .  The
session highlighted the
role of artificial intelli-
gence in advancing di-
agnostics, patient care
and medical innovation.

Emmanuel present-
ed the company’s solu-
tions in neurosurgery,
emphasising precision-
dr iven technologies
such as the VoxelBox
plat form.  Students
gained ins ights  into
emerging fields includ-
ing human connectom-
ics, MRI advancements
and t ractonomy,  and
engaged in an interac-
tive discussion on ca-
reers in  AI-dr iven
heal thcare,  s tated a
press release.

Secretary of cooperative
society found dead
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GUWAHATI, April 22: The body
of a man was recovered under
mysterious circumstances from
the Satgaon railway area on
Wednesday morning. The de-
ceased was identified as Zakir
Ali, secretary of the Saraighat
Trading Cooperative Society
Limited and a resident of Hati-
gaon. Police reached the spot
after being alerted and initiated
investigation. Reports indicated
that Zakir Ali had been facing
allegations of financial irregu-
larities linked to the cooperative
society, which was also accused
of failing to return deposits to
several investors. The society’s
president, Mobarak Ali, had re-
portedly been absconding for
the past three months. Family
members of the deceased alleged
foul play and claimed that he had
been murdered. They demanded
a thorough and impartial inves-
tigation into the circumstances
leading to his death. Police reg-
istered a case and began prob-
ing all possible angles, while fur-
ther details were awaited.

GUWAHATI, April 22: The
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) General Manager,
Chetan Kumar Shrivastava,
conducted a safety inspec-
tion of the Bairabi–Badar-
pur and Badarpur–
Patharkhola sections under
Lumding Division on April
21 to review infrastructure
preparedness ahead of the
monsoon.

He carried out a detailed
window trailing inspection
to assess track fitness and
structural integrity, focus-
ing on vulnerabilities such
as water logging, soil ero-
sion and track instability.
He directed officials to en-

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, April 22: The Gau-
hati High Court today directed the
state government to respond to a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
plea alleging that the state’s Ben-
gali-speaking community is be-
ing targeted in many ways. The
HC, however, labelled the allega-
tions in the PIL petition as ‘very
general and vague’, while asking
Dispur to respond by the next date
of hearing on July 20.

The bench of Chief Justice
Ashutosh Kumar and Justice Arun
Dev Choudhury was hearing the

PIL alleging Bengali-speaking community targeted

HC seeks Dispur’s response on ‘very
general and vague’ allegations  

PIL plea (PIL/36/2025), filed by
the All BTC Minority Students’
Union (ABMSU), which claimed
that the government has intro-
duced certain policies and meas-
ures that adversely affect the
state’s Bengali-speaking commu-
nity ‘through the backdoor’.

The bench, however, termed
the allegations in the PIL peti-
tion ‘very general and vague’
and noted that an ‘over-general-
ization’ had been made in the
PIL while challenging a few
specific state policies.

Interestingly, to substantiate
the claims made in the PIL plea,

the petitioner referred to a spe-
cial scheme of the state govern-
ment to grant arms licenses to
indigenous people residing in
vulnerable areas. This could es-
calate communal tension, the
PIL plea alleged.

The petitioner also referred
to the eviction drives, alleging
that they are carried out in an
arbitrary and inhuman manner
without following the due proc-
ess of law, and, more often than
not, they target specific minori-
ty community groups.

The bench, however, was pri-
ma facie unimpressed by the aver-

ments made in the petition. “On a
plain reading of the averments
made in the writ petition, it ap-
pears that the allegations are very
general and vague. There could
be myriad reasons for grant of li-
cense to indigenous people in
vulnerable areas, which may not
necessarily be for the purpose of
targeting the minority communi-
ty. An over generalization has
been made in the writ petition,”
the Court noted.

Nevertheless, the bench direct-
ed the state government to posi-
tively file a counter-affidavit in
the matter by July 20.

NFR GM inspects Lumding Division ahead of monsoon

sure strict monitoring and
timely maintenance.

During the visit, he in-

spected the newly construct-
ed Sub-Divisional Training
Centre and an Ultrasonic

Flaw Detection laboratory at
Badarpur, aimed at strength-
ening technical capacity
and improving defect detec-
tion. He also reviewed on-
going development works at
Badarpur station. The in-
spection gained importance
in view of the Bairabi–
Sairang rail link in Mizoram,
commissioned in 2025, with
the existing sections up to
Bairabi forming a critical
part of the network, stated a
press release.


