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The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), in col-
laboration with Tata Power and the Indian Industries Association
(IIA), successfully organized an MSME Outreach Program in
Bijnor. The primary objective of this event was to sensitize
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) regarding var-
ious financial and developmental schemes.
Addressing the gathering, Mr. Jay Kumar Gupta, General
Manager, SIDBI, highlighted SIDBI’s pivotal role in empower-
ing the MSME sector. He provided detailed insights into the var-
ious schemes and facilities offered by SIDBI, which provide sim-
ple and affordable financial solutions tailored to the specific
needs of MSMEs.
Key Highlights of the Program:
100% Financing: Mr. Gupta specifically noted that SIDBI offers
up to 100% financing for solar projects and machinery/equip-
ment, enabling enterprises to modernize operations and reduce
energy costs.
Expansion Support: He emphasized the support available for
business expansion and growth through project finance and
Working Capital assistance.
Holistic Partnership: He stated that SIDBI acts not just as a
financial provider but as a dedicated partner in the overall
development of MSMEs, contributing significantly to job creation
and economic growth.
During the event, Mr. Vikas Agrawal, Divisional Chairman, IIA,
lauded SIDBI’s proactive role, stating that the institution con-
sistently contributes to fulfilling the financial requirements of
small-scale industries. Additionally, Mr. Bharat Saxena, Tata
Solar Representative, shared information on the benefits of
solar products, advising MSMEs to adopt solar solutions for
improved energy efficiency and cost savings.
The program saw enthusiastic participation from local entre-
preneurs, industry representatives, and MSME stakeholders, all
of whom gained valuable knowledge regarding SIDBI’s initia-
tives. This initiative is part of SIDBI’s ongoing efforts to increase
awareness, streamline credit access, and encourage sustain-
able development within the MSME sector—the backbone of
the Indian economy.

UCO Bank has conducted a 'Note Exchange and Coin
Distribution Mela' in Sambalpur Main Gaity Road Branch. The
event was organized by Uma Kant Nayak and Sameer Kandulna
officials from RBI. Zonal Manager Gourab Chatterjee, Currency
Chest Incharge Anusuya
Sethi, Sushant Elric Dang,
second Incharge Santosini
Majhi and other staff members
were present on this occasion.
In this event Uco Bank has
exchanged old, Soiled and
Mutilated notes of the general public and also distributed coins
and low denomination notes among general public. Uco Bank will
conduct more of such events in the coming days and wish to
inform the general public to take the benefit of such events to help
the country to reach it's motive of circulating Clean Cash Notes.

Bank of Baroda, India's International Bank, announced the
launch of'bob Senior Citizen VisheshSamman', a premium sav-
ings bank accountoffering healthcare benefits and complimen-
tary doorstep banking services for senior citizens. The account
is tailored exclusively for customers aged 60 years and above,
with a focus on enhancing theiroverall health and financial well-
being. Dr. Debadatta Chand, Managing Director &CEO, Bank of
Baroda said, “At Bank of Baroda, we are proud to serve our
senior citizens with thoughtfully curated offerings. With ‘bob
Senior Citizen VisheshSamman’, we have designed a premium
offering that combines healthcare access, doorstep banking
convenience and a host of banking and lifestyle benefits.

A comprehensive inspection of the Western Dedicated Freight
Corridor (WDFC) section from New Dadri to New Sri Madhopur
was conducted through a railcar special to review infrastructure
readiness, operational efficiency,
and terminal performance across
key locations.
The inspection was led by Shri
Shyam Sunder Gupta, Principal
Executive Director (Infrastructure),
Railway Board, accompanied by
senior officials from DFCCIL, including Shri Shobhit Bhatnagar,
Director (Operations & Business Development)/DFCCIL, and
Shri Anurag Sharma, Director (Infrastructure)/DFCCIL.
The railcar departed from New Dadri, marking the commence-
ment of a detailed on-ground assessment of critical infrastructure
and operational nodes along the route. The exercise involved
detailed inspections at several key locations, including New
Dadri Station, New Prithala Terminal, the Khatuwas (CMLK)
CONCOR siding, and New Sri Madhopur Station, along with its
Demonstration Yard, providing valuable insights into the corri-
dor’s readiness and performance.

Gujarat Gas Limited (GGL), the authorized supplier of Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) in Morbi, has reaffirmed its commitment to
the region’s ceramic industry by ensuring uninterrupted gas
supply and price stability amid recent geopolitical disruptions.
Over the years, GGL has developed a comprehensive gas dis-
tribution network to meet the full potential demand of the Morbi
ceramic cluster. During the recent geopolitical crisis, the com-
pany proactively sourced natural gas from non-Middle East
markets at spot rates to maintain continuous supply in line with
Government of India directives.
The crisis led to a surge in raw material costs, restrictions on
industrial propane usage, and increased freight expenses,
prompting several ceramic units in Morbi to voluntarily sus-
pend operations starting mid-March 2026 thereby affecting
livelihood of more than 2 lakh workers. In response, GGL’s
Geographical Area (GA) and Corporate teams engaged exten-
sively with industry stakeholders, including the Morbi Ceramic
Association, to facilitate the restart of operations. Key focus
areas included ensuring continuous gas availability, offering
competitive and stable pricing, and meeting the required sup-
ply volumes. These efforts have begun to yield positive results.
Industrial activity in Morbi has gradually resumed in April 2026,
with gas consumption increasing from approximately 0.36
mmscmd (serving around 83 units) as of 31st March, 2026 to
approximately 2.70 mmscmd (serving around 290 units) as of
22nd April, 2026.
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