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{ FROM ASHES TO SHELTER }

Sarees become roof, hope rises from the ruins

After spending nights
under open sky,
displaced residents
begin piecing
together homes

Aakash Ghosh
askash.ghosh@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Two nights under
the open sky were enough to
turn loss into urgency. On Friday
morning, the blackened stretch,
where over 280 shanties once
stood, began to stir, not with
relief, but with quiet determina-
tion as hundreds of families
started rebuilding their homes
from ashes.

The airstill carried the burn-
ing smell of smoke. Men, women

d children tied

asenseof shelter.
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stretched plastic sheets, salvag-
ing whatever little the fire had
spared. Sarees became roofs, tar-
paulin turned into walls, to
reclaim a sense of shelter.

Relief material trickled in,
plastic sheets and tarpaulin
offered by volunteers — but it
wasn't enough. Many families,
‘with nothing left to their name,
pooled whatever little cash they
had to buy materials and start
over.

Among them was Mohd
Sohail, 14, who should have been
spending his holidays at ease. A
Class 7 student at a madrasa in
Balaganj, he is now ferrying
relief material and helping
rebuild his family's hut. His
mother, Parveen, a widow and
domestic worker, watched qui-
etly as her children worked. “I
have no one else. My children
areall Thave, and today they are
rebuilding our home,” she said.

A few metres away, Mahesh,
48, stared at the skeletal frame of
what would soon be his family’s
shelter. A daily wage labourer
‘who cycled to Dubagga for work,
lost not just his home, but his
only means of earning. “My bicy-
cle s gone. Work can wait. First,
we need a roof,” he said, as his
wife Poonam tied together bam-
boo sticks for their family of
eight.

LUCKNOW: The Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad high
court on Friday ordered the
officials concerned to provide
food, other basic amenities
and medical treatment to the
victims of the massive fire that
broke out in Vikas Nagar
slums in Lucknow on
Wednesday (April 15) evening.

The court has directed to
‘make the public works depart-
mentand the state relief com-
‘missioner as opposite parties
in the public interest litigation
(PIL) filed in the fire case. It
has also ordered the district
magistrate, the chief medical
officer, the chief fire officer of
Lucknow and the Lucknow
Municipal Corporation to file
their reply affidavit with

Who enabled illegal settlement? court asks govt

1,455 people encroached upon
four bighas of PWD land for
over past 20 years. It also
questioned which companies
provided them with electricity
and cooking gas connections
and why government officials
remained silent. The court
said it would consider investi-
gating the matter. It also
directed officials to ensure
that no government land is
encroached upon.

Adivision bench of Justice
Rajan Roy and Justice Manjive
Shukla issued the order in
response toa PIL filed by Anu-
rag Tripathi. The petition
sought directives for adequate
rehabilitation of the fire vic-
tims, including medical treat-
ment, ration and temporary

therefore, they should be pro-
vided withimmediate govern-

City’

s ‘adab’ in action,

turns relief into dignity

HT Correspondent
letters@htivecom

LUCKNOW: In the aftermath of
Wednesday's devastating Vikas
Nagar slum fire, Lucknow is
proving that its famous ‘adab’is
not merely about polite etiquette
—itisadeeply ingrained instinct
for compassion. From distant
neighbourhoods to adjacent dis-
tricts, citizens are stepping for-
ward to provide not just essen-
tial relief, but a profound sense
of care that mirrors the city's
enduring identity of tehzeeb.
Friday, the scale of support
visibly multiplied. NGOs, indi-
viduals, political groups and
even acquaintances of the vic-
timsarrived with supplies, each
contribution carryinga personal

ment
advocate general Vinod
Kumar Shahi appeared on
behalf of the state govern-
ment. Chief standing counsel
for the state government
Shailendra Kumar Singh
informed the court that food
packets were being distrib-
uted to the victims and ambu-
lances were immediately dis-
patched for medical assist-
ance. The court was informed
that the four bighas of land
encroached upon to create the
slum belonged to the PWD
where 1,455 people were liv-
ing. The court ordered tosum-
‘mon detailed replies from the
parties to the case and fixed

details by May 30. housing. May 30 as the next date of
The court i gov- Th iti saidtheresi- hearing in the case.
ernment officials about how dents had lost everything, and MANOJ KUMAR SINGH
Teenagers Akshat, 17,and his ~ any cover. “We couldn’t sleep  ile frames of plastic and bamboo

sister Nandani, 16, dug into the
hardened ground, fixing bam-
boo poles for their family’s tent.
The siblings, who attend a
nearby government school, had
spent the previous night without

yesterday. If we complete this
today, at least our family won't
have to sleep outside agail
Akshat said, his hands caked in
‘mud. “There are no walls yet, no
certainty of tomorrow, only frag-

rising from the ruins. But for
these families, even the weakest
shelter is stronger than another
night under the open sky,” said a
visitor who came for a relief
work.
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touch. d insuch abun-
dance that many families had to
politely refuse further offerings.
“There are nearly 1,000 people

Asolar panel, dnnated bya
Good Samaritan, used for
operatinga fan inatent.

here, and no one is hungry. In
fact, we have eaten more than
usual and evensstored food,” said
Parveen, one of the survivors.
“This shows humanity is still
alive,” she added.

But what stood out was how
the aid evolved beyond food.
Sanitary napkins, soaps, clothes
and tarpaulin sheets began
pouring in, ensuring that dignity

was preserved alongside sur-
vival. In one striking instance, a
family installed a fan powered by
a donated solar panel, offering
relief from the sweltering heat
despite the absence of electricity.

Ruksana, a domestic worker,
said the solar panel came from
her employer. “She understood
our situation. She told me to take
leave and gave this so we could
manage in this heat,” she said.
Her husband, Md Qasim, who
runs a small roadside salon,
added that his regular customers
also contributed money and
clothes. “People we barely
expected help from have come
forward,” he said.

Volunteers, too, brought a
thoughtful dimension to the
relief work. “We saw most peo-
ple were bringing food, so we
decided to focus on sanitation
and dignity,” said Parisha Singh,
21, who runsan NGO.

Teacher’s resolve stands tall after
‘school’ swallowed by flames

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Barely clothed, a
4-year-old boy stands amid the
ruins and fluently names parts
of the human body in English.
‘When prompted, he confidently
recites the days of the week,
from Monday to Sunday. His
name is Rinku, and like many
children here, his first lessons
came not from a formal school,
but from a makeshift classroom
run by Manju Devi, 50, in Vikas
Nagar's slum cluster that was
ravaged by fire on Wenesday
evening.

For nearly two decades,
Manju's open-air school was the

Manju Devi, along with
children, awaits help to
rebuild her classroom HT

starting point of education for
hundreds of children in the
area. Teaching up to classes 4
and 5, she helped them learn
basic reading, writingand arith-
metic, skills that later enabled
many to transition into govern-
mentschools or even run small
businesses.

Today, that classroom lies in
ashes. The blaze that tore
through the slum destroyed
blackboards, charts, books, and
fans.

“Everything is gone, but I'm
not worried for myself. 'm wor-
ried about these children,”
Manju told HT.

A resident of Vikas Nagar,
Manju started the school in
2006 after her marriage did not
work out. While she earns a liv-
ing by taking home tuitions, she
has been teaching slum chil-
dren for free.

“I bought blackboards, alpha-
bet charts and study material
from Aminabad. All of it has
burnt,” she said.

shippets
TWO BOOKED FOR
SPREADING
RUMOURS

LUCKNOW: Police in Vikas
Nagar have registered two
FIRs against unidentified
persons forallegedly
spreading misleading and
communally sensitive content
on social media following the
fireina slum cluster on April 15.
Police said that after the
incident, some miscreants
circulated misleading and
communally coloured posts on
platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, WhatsApp and X,
allegedly attempting to
disturb social harmony.
“Efforts are underway to
identify the individuals behind
the social media accounts
involved,” said Vikas Nagar
police station station incharge
AlokKr Singh.

CHILDREN REUNITED
WITH FAMILY
LUCKNOW: Amid the
devastation caused by the
April 15 fire in Vikas Nagar that
gutted over 250 shanties, a
moment of relief emerged as
two missing children were
safely reunited with their
family. Rahman, whose
children Sameer and Alia had
gone missing during the blaze,
said panicand fear gripped
him as flames spread rapidly.
“We thought we had lost
them," hessaid. The children
were later found on the
opposite side of the fire site
late at night.

RELIEF CAMPS SET UP
LUCKNOW: The district
administration has stepped up
relief efforts, providing food
packets and essential supplies.
Officials said children
impacted by the blaze have
also been given books to
support continuity in their
education. Teams from the
municipal corporation are
actively distributing meals on
the ground. HTC

{ AT LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY }

UG admission process begins; 50% rise in form fee

HT Correspondent
letters@htivecom
LUCKNOW: The online admis-

ADMISSION COSTS JUMP FOR VARIOUS UG
SELF FINANCE COURSES

The semester fee at the time of admlsslun for various self-

sion process for

programmes at the Lucknow
University (LU) began on Friday.
However, this time there is a
509% hike in the admission form
fee compared to last year.

The admission form fee for
candidates of general, OBC and
EWS categories for UG conven-
tional courses will be Rs 1,200,
which was Rs 800 last year,
while for candidates from the
SC, ST and persons with bench-
mark disabilities (PwBD) it will
be Rs 600 compared to Rs 400
last year.

Similarly, in UG professional
courses namely BBA, BCA,
BHM&CT, and D Pharma candi-
dates from general, OBC and
EWS categories will be required
to pay Rs 1,500 for a form (up
from Rs 1,000 last year), while
candidates from SC, ST and
PwBD categories will pay Rs 750
(up from Rs 500 last year).

The university announced
that all students seeking admis-
sion in any course at Lucknow
University or its affiliated col-
leges must complete a manda-

finance

e.
Until last session ie. 2025-26, the BA (NEP) self finance courses at
the time of admission would cost between Rs 5527 to Rs 8527 but
this year the fee at the time of admission will now be Rs 16330.

Similarly, in B.Com (SF) and B.Com Hons, the semester fee at
the time of admission has increased to Rs 22732 and Rs 40232

respectively.

The LLB5 year Integrated course recorded a hike of Rs 81.48%
from Rs 26080 until fast year to Rs 47330 from the new session
onwards while BSc Maths (SF) recorded a hike of 87% from Rs
14080 to Rs 26330. Another course with a substantial hike is BVoc
Renewable Energy with 96.22% from RS 6880 to Rs 13500 from
next session onwards. BCA also recorded a 39.34% increase in the
semester fee at the time of admission with Rs 49580 from

existing Rs 35580.

tory registration (LURN) for
which the fee remains Rs 100.
Any candidate wanting to
seek admission should visit the
official website of Lucknow Uni-
versity - lkouniv.ac.in and click
on the LURN link available on
the website popup or admission
page. On the registration page,
they must click on ‘New Regis-
tration’ (right side) to create a
login ID and complete the pro-
file. Applicants must have a valid
email ID, as the OTP will be sent

there for verification.

After completing the profile,
they must pay Rs 100 through
the payment gateway. Once
LURN registration is complete,
candidates seeking admission on
the Lucknow University campus
or colleges under the centralised
admission process must fill out
the programme-wise online
application form and pay the
required fee.

LU spokesperson Mukul Sriv-
astava said, “The university has

revised its admission form fee
after a gap of 16 years. It was last
increased in 2010. Over the past
decade-and-a-half, there has
been a substantial rise in aca-
demic resources, digital infra-
structure and operational costs.
‘We remain committed to provid-
ing the best education at the low-
est fees compared to other insti-
tutions.”

Meanwhile, student leaders
from various organisations con-
demned the university’s decision
to raise the admission form fee
for undergraduate courses.

Vishal Singh of the National
Students’ Union of India sai
“Education should be subsidised
for students and not hit them
financially. The government
should provide universities with
enough funds so that the burden
does not fall indirectly on the
students. We condemn the uni-
versity's decision and if the form
cost is not reduced, we will call
fora protest,” Singh added.

n Sharma, vice president
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad (LU unit) said: “We will talk
to university authorities about
the significant hike in the admis-
sion form fee and try our best to
safeguard students’ interests.”

Wb 3P sPsar

B 0 I Zonal Office: "Star House"
o Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow-226010
Bank of India 7‘( Ph. 0522:2721512

Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Propemes Under the proviso to Rule 9(1)
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovat t ugr;dsr the Securitization and on of Finandil Assets and Enforcement of
i land i partculer )

of Indi lwhlohhasbeeniakenbymel-\mhcnzed Officer of Bank of Indial
willbe sold on"As is where is" "as is whatis" and "Whatever there is” basis.
of

The last date for MD/D is 08.05.2026, 05:00 PM
Date and Time of E-Auction 08.05.2026, (11:00 AM to 05:00 PM

Description of the Properties/
Type of Possession

Name & Address of Borrowers &

S.
INo|  Guarantors/Amount Outstanding

Branch: Asset Recovery Branch, Lucknow, Senior Manager, Amit Yadav, Mob.: 9415389015
1. 1. Mis Adarsh Industries, a Propristorship. Althat partand parceloftheproparty conlstngof Houseno. 1807112 Bitley K
built over part of Arazi No. 360, Mauza-Gayasuddinpur, Sadar, Allahabad
Slo Late Bankeylal Gupta, Regd. Office-|owned by Smt. Geeta Gupta W/o Late Bankey Lal Gupta, admeasuring 342.00)
118 B/2 Jayantipur, Allahabad-212202 Sq. Mtr., Boundaries:-East: Land of Gopal Ji and Rasta, West: Land of Amrit Lal
2. Mr. Amit Gupta Slo Late i Aadii ka plot which is part of Arazi no. 360 thereafier khet of
(Gupta, Rlo 218 C/1, Jayantipur, house of Lalji
|Allahabad-211011 P

5 Mrx: Glsata Guta WiolLats Bankeyiaka Al ol partar parcal of 1 proparty consllg ofHolee o 18011/ Z Plchie
(Gupta, R/0 218 C/1, Jayantipur, Sadar, Allahabad,|
|Allahabad-211011 lowned by Smt. Geeta Gupta Wio| L Bankey Lal Gupta, admeasuring 228.48
Demand Notice Dated:04.07.2017, Sq. Mtr., Boundaries:-East: 10 ft rasta thereafter land of Gopal, West: Land
|Amount ¥ 69,26,064.82 + Interest & Other |AmitLai Bhailal, , South:

lexpenses

North: Aj¢

1 & oth

(Possession-Symbolic)

Terme & Gonditions:- For detalled terms and concifions of the sale, pease rofer o the lnk pmvldsd in Secured Creditor's web portal i.e.
om. For further Manager of respective|

Branches atNumbers as. gwen abm/e. Note: Minimum acceptable bid will be Rs. 10,000/-above reserve Prics (RP)

STATUTORY 15 DAY SALE NOTIOE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT), RULES 2002

Date : 15.04.2026 Place : Lucknow Authorised Officer, Bank of India

TRAATAT (FERPTT) | 31eft IR | fadR (raeirg) | /R st | gifagos | i | sty (f )




