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PM 2.5 level recorded at Coimbatore 
on Friday. Nitrogen dioxide level was 
at 5 µg/m3 against the prescribed 
standard of 80 µg/m3
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Carry out 
repair works 
on damaged 
roads: Locals
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

REVENUE officials held a 
meeting at the Pattanam Pan-
chayat office on Thursday to 
consider the demand of  the 
residents for repairing the in-
terior roads damaged in 2024 
during the laying of  pipelines 
for the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion’s CNG pipeline work.   

Public representatives and 
IOCL officials attended the 
meeting chaired by R Sooriya-
raj, Deputy Block Development 
Officer and Zonal Deputy BDO 
of  the Sulur block. 

After detailed discussions, 
residents placed two key de-
mands, including the full res-
toration of  roads, before the 
officials.  

  According to R Govindhara-
jan, organizer of  the Pattanam 
Uratchi Makkal Mandram, 
they insisted on full restora-
tion of  all 3.5-metre-wide 
roads. Secondly, we rejected 
IOCL’s proposal to provide 
household PNG connections 
first and relay all roads togeth-
er later. In 2024, one-metre 
wide trenches were dug 1.5 feet 
deep on both sides of  the 
streets to lay CNG pipes. 

The remaining 1.5-metre 
strip in the middle also lost 
strength due to the digging. 
Since the trenches were not 
closed properly, the entire 
stretch of  road has been dam-
aged. The entire 3.5-metre 
width must be newly laid, 
Govindharajan stated.   

“We argued that IOCL had 
already broken its 2024 prom-
ise to close trenches properly. 
Our demand is clear: once 
CNG connections are given to 
houses on a street, that road 
must be relaid immediately to 
a width of  3.5 m. Work on the 
next street should begin only 
after this,” Govindharajan 
said.  

IOCL representatives, work 
contractor, officials from the 
Pattanam Panchayat, and rep-
resentatives of  local welfare 
g roup Pattanam Uratchi 
Makkal Mandram participated 
in the meeting. 

A petition listing these reso-
lutions has been sent to the 
Block Development Officer, Su-
lur, seeking urgent action.

EB lines severely damaged 
as rain lashes north Kovai
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

SUDDEN heavy rain and gale-
force winds lashed northern 
parts of  the Coimbatore dis-
trict on Thursday night caus-
ing extensive damage to the 
power distribution network. 

Over 80 trees were uprooted 
and two mobile towers between 
Mettupalayam and Thudiyalur, 
which cover five powerhouses, 
fell. 

Staff  and officials from the 
Tamil Nadu Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited (TNP-
DCL) said the electricity infra-
structure was completely 
damaged in several stretches 
after trees and poles fell on the 
lines between Mettupalayam 
and Thudiyalur. 

Restoration work continued 
till 2 am on Friday, after which 
power supply was largely re-
stored to affected areas, they 
said. 

After a long gap, summer 
rain began in Coimbatore dis-
trict with gusty winds on 
Thursday evening. Though the 
rain brought relief  to the peo-
ple who had suffered in the hot 
weather for more than a month, 
the areas of  northern Coimbat-
ore were caught off  guard by its 
impact.  

According to TNPDCL sourc-
es, electricity supply was hit at 
6 pm on Thursday and the rain 
wreaked havoc in the five pow-
er house jurisdictions — Met-
tupalayam, Maruthur, Kathir-
n a i c k e n p a l a y a m , 
Periyanaickenpalayam and 
Thudiyalur. 

“We received complaints 

about falling trees and distribu-
tion line breakage every 15 to 30 
minutes. More than 80 trees, 
mostly branches, had fallen on 
EB lines, caused extensive dam-
age to the distribution network. 
Two telecommunication tow-
ers at Thudiyalur and Periya-
naickenpalayam damaged EB 
supply lines. The Coimbatore 

North Circle deployed around 
200 employees for restoration,” 
said a senior official from the 
Coimbatore North Circle. 

He said the detailed assess-
ment of  the overall damages 
was under way. As of  now, they 
have assessed around 15 pole 
damages and line damages at 
around 50 places. The restora-
tion was completed in a phased 
manner at by 11 pm on Thurs-
day wherever they found mini-
mum damages.  

“At around 2 am on Friday, 
we almost fixed the distribu-
tion line and resumed supply. 
The damages were huge at Nai-
ckenpalayam and Kathirnaick-
enpalayam areas. Meanwhile, 
the work to remove the trees, 
tree branches and other obsta-
cles continued on Friday,” the 
officer said. 

Following the incident, the 
TNPDCL has instructed all dis-
tribution circles in the Coim-
batore division to be prepared 
to face such natural calamities 
caused by the summer and 
monsoon rains.

Exit polls are 
business-like 
exercise, says 
Congress MP

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

URGING caution over exit poll predic-
tions, Congress MP Karti Chidambar-
am on Friday said the true mandate of  
the people would be known only after 
counting, and appealed to the public 
and party workers to refrain from 
speculation.

Addressing reporters at the Coim-
batore International Airport, he criti-
cised sections of  the media, alleging 
that exit polls have evolved into a “con-
tinuous, business-like exercise” rather 
than remaining a one-time post-poll as-
sessment. “Visual and print media 
have become a cottage industry. People 
have already voted, and their decision 

is final. The real verdict will emerge 
when votes from around 75,000 booths 
are counted,” he said.

Chidambaram emphasised that pre-
dictions and assumptions should not 
overshadow the democratic process. 
“Why rely on speculation? Only when 
the ballot boxes are opened will the 
truth be known,” he remarked.

DELAY IN BRIDGE REPAIR 
WORK IRKS MOTORISTS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE slow progress of  repair 
works on the Periyanaicken-
palayam flyover has irked 
motorists and residents in 
Periyanaickenpalayam and 
surrounding areas.

Officials, meanwhile, say 
only the demolition and re-
construction work necessary 
for realignment of  the serv-
ice road is pending.

The 1,850-metre-long flyo-
ver on NH 181 was built to 
ease congestion along the 
busy Mettupalayam Road, a 
key route to the Nilgiris.

After it was completed in 
December 2023, the flyover 
soon drew criticism for mul-
tiple design and engineering 
flaws. Commuters then 
flagged uneven road surfac-
es, poor lighting, lack of  
proper stormwater drainage, 
and a dangerously designed 
service road. At the crucial 
‘0-point’ junction, vehicles 
from Coimbatore heading to-
wards Mettupalayam are 
forced into a sharp 90-degree 
turn followed by an abrupt 
merge, raising serious safety 
concerns and allegedly vio-
lating Indian Road Congress 
norms.

The issue gained further 
traction when K Kathirmath-
iyon of  Coimbatore Consum-
er Cause raised objections 
with the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, prompting authorities 
to prepare a detailed project 
report for rectification. Sub-
sequently, the Union Govern-

ment sanctioned `7.5 crore 
for improvement works, in-
cluding land acquisition to 
realign the service road.

Despite this, progress has 
remained sluggish. Officials 
cited delays in acquiring 
land from seven property 
owners, with Rs 1.5 crore al-
located as compensation. Al-
though most issues have been 
settled, demolition and re-
construction work is yet to be 
fully completed.

Fresh concerns emerged 
on Thursday after a hail-
storm led to water stagnation 
on the flyover. Videos of  in-
undated stretches, showing 
motorists navigating through 
pooled rainwater, went viral 
on social media, drawing 
sharp criticism. However, a 
senior official from the High-
ways Department dismissed 

the clips as outdated.
“The video being circulat-

ed is old. After earlier inci-
dents, we installed drainage 
systems to address waterlog-
ging. Only a small stretch 
with a dip still sees minor 
stagnation, which will also 
be rectified. We are also plan-
ning to drill multiple holes 
on the flyover to drain the 
water faster,” the official 
said. Regarding the service 
road, authorities noted that 
only one building remains to 
be demolished before realign-
ment work can begin. Offi-
cials have assured that all 
pending repair and improve-
ment works will be complet-
ed by June 30.

 The National Highways 
wing of  the State Highways 
Department is responsible 
for the repair of  the flyover.

After the flyover was completed in December 2023, it  soon drew criticism  
for multiple design and engineering flaws |  FILE PIC

Trees and poles fell  on power lines 
between Mettupalayam and Thudiyalur 
amid rain on Thursday night |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Ration shops in Kovai to be equipped 
with drinking water facilities
COIMBATORE: Amid rising temperatures, the 
Coimbatore District Cooperative Societies has directed 
all ration shops attached to the cooperative societies 
to provide drinking water to visiting card holders. In a 
circular by A Alagiri, Joint Registrar of Cooperative 
Societies, Coimbatore, all cooperative societies 
operating ration shops have been directed to make 
adequate drinking water arrangements. He has 
advised specific guidelines that the drinking water 
containers provided to family card holders must be 
kept clean and properly covered at all times, the 
water should be changed daily to ensure hygiene and 
shops must immediately refill the containers if the 
water gets exhausted. Following these instructions 
from the Joint Registrar, drinking water has been 
arranged in pots at various ration shops across 
Coimbatore district for the convenience of  
the public.  ENS

OBITUARY

Born :  
19.07.1955       

Mrs. ASHA VIJAYARAGHAVAN

Died :  
01.05.2026

RETD. JUDICIAL MEMBER, ITAT, 
W/o Mr. R.VIJAYARAGHAVAN 

D/o Mr.K.R.RAMAMANI - Mrs. HEMALATA RAMAMANI

DEEPLY MOURNED BY
R. Vijayaraghavan, Mridula, Vikram, and Family Members  

������������������������������������ 
���������������� 

Last Rites on 3rd May 2026 (Sunday) at 9.00 AM  
New No:75A, Old No:105A, Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai, Mylapore, Chennai - 4. 

Mobile : 98402 96186

���
�������
���

���������������
��������

�����������

�������
��������������

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
DOWNLOAD THE APP


