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New Delhi

Samrat Choudhary pushes eco-tourism 
drive, seeks fast-track plan

Bihar to use river silt for road construction, boost sustainable infra

Delhi govt committed to improving lives of sanitation 
workers, ensuring workplace safety: Indraj

Patna, 25 April 
(Representative) 

In a significant 
step towards 
s u s t a i n a b l e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development, the 
Bihar government 
has decided to use silt 
(de-silted material) 
from rivers, canals, ponds, and other water 
bodies for road construction. Road Construction 
Secretary Pankaj Kumar Pal said here today that 
the initiative aims to protect fertile agricultural 
land from erosion while enhancing the storage 
capacity of water bodies. He said the process of 
utilising silt in several road projects has already 
begun. Pal said that the engineers have been 
directed to coordinate at the district level for 
the effective use of de-silted materials. He also 
instructed that the necessary No Objection 
Certificates (NOCs) be obtained from the 
Water Resources Department to expedite 
implementation. Pal said the move is expected 
to accelerate several key infrastructure projects. 
In Patna, silt will be used in projects such as the 
stretch from Samagra Udyan (km 0 to 6), Digha 
to Sabhyata Dwar, and Bhadra Ghat to Didarganj 
(km 0.00 to 8.50), which will help speed up 
construction work. Similarly, in Nalanda 
district, the 27.18-km four-lane greenfield 
tourist corridor from Salepur to Rajgir (NH-82), 

part of the Buddhist Circuit, 
will also benefit from the 
use of de-silted material.
Other major 
p r o j e c t s 
e x p e c t e d 
to gain 
mome ntu m 
include the 
C h a u s a –
B u x a r 
bypass (NH-

319) in Buxar district, the 
four-lane access-controlled 
greenfield national highway from 
Balbhadrapur to Bela Nawada 
(NH-119D) in Darbhanga under 
the Bharatmala project, and 
the Amas-Darbhanga corridor 
(Package-4). The Secretary 
said that road construction 
traditionally depends on soil 
sourced from fertile agricultural 
land, leading to land degradation. 
Although the department had 
earlier experimented with fly ash, 
its limited availability has led to 
renewed pressure on agricultural 
soil. By using silt from water 
bodies, the government aims to 
reduce dependence on fertile soil 
while also improving irrigation, 
increasing groundwater recharge, 
and boosting the water-holding 

capacity of rivers and ponds, making it a win-
win for infrastructure and environmental 
conservation, Pal stated.

Patna, April 25 (FN Reporter)

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat 
Choudhary has said that there 
is immense potential for eco-

tourism in the state and directed officials 
to prepare a comprehensive plan for its 
development. Chairing a review meeting 
on eco-tourism in Patna on Saturday, 
he asked all concerned departments to 
work on it expeditiously. He also 
emphasised the need to link 
Bihar’s historical heritage, 
cultural, and religious 
sites with eco-tourism. 
The Chief Minister 
said the government is 
making sustained efforts 
to make Bihar an attractive 
destination for both domestic 
and international tourists, and to 
develop it as a hub for spiritual, cultural, 
and eco-tourism. He directed that 
tourist facilities be developed around all 
state reservoirs under the PPP (Public-
Private Partnership) model and asked 
officials to consult local stakeholders 
and incorporate their suggestions. He 
also called for the preparation of a plan 
to develop the Jain circuit in the state, in 

consultation with members of the Jain 
community. 
To further promote tourism, the Chief 
Minister instructed that tourism 
packages be prepared soon, keeping 
visitors’ convenience in mind. He said 
that public representatives and officials 
should themselves visit tourist sites 
and spend time there to help raise 
awareness about available facilities and 
attractions among the general public. 

He also suggested designing 
two-day tourism packages 

for ministers, legislators, 
officials, and employees 
so they can visit and 
stay at key tourist 
destinations in Bihar. 
The Chief Minister 

further directed that 
helipads be constructed in 

hilly areas to enable tourists to 
better access and enjoy scenic locations. 
He also asked the Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change Department to 
undertake plantation drives around 
ponds across the state, along with the 
development of tourist amenities. He 
said this would boost local employment, 
enhance green cover, and support water 
conservation.

New Delhi/Chandigarh, Apr 25 ( Bureau) 

Delhi Social Welfare Minister 
Ravinder Indraj Singh on Saturday 
said the Chief Minister Rekha 

Gupta-led government is committed 
to bringing meaningful 
improvements in the lives 
of sanitation workers, 
ensuring workplace safety, 
and providing them with a 
life of dignity and respect. 
The minister, during his 
address at a ‘Chintan 
Shivir’ being held in 
Chandigarh, stated that 
the experiences shared and best practices 
discussed during this program regarding 
dignity in sanitation work, prevention of 
sanitation-related deaths under Mission 
Zero, are going to play a significant role 
in making Delhi’s policies more effective 
and impactful.
Special emphasis was also laid on 
technology-driven initiatives during the 
event, where the ‘SMILE-Beggary Survey 
Mobile Application’ was launched, 
which will digitally strengthen the 
survey, rehabilitation, and monitoring of 
individuals engaged in begging.

Singh said that such digital initiatives 
will also be implemented in Delhi, 
leading to significant improvements 
in the transparency, monitoring, 
and effectiveness of shelter homes, 
rehabilitation centres, and social 
security schemes. He said that the model 

guidelines issued for 
beggars and shelter 
homes would prove 
instrumental in 
ensuring a humane 
and dignified life in the 
national capital.
According to the 
minister, the Delhi 
government will 

prepare a concrete action plan to 
implement all these recommendations 
and strategies at the grassroots level, 
ensuring that the benefits of welfare 
schemes reach the last person and the 
objective of Antyodaya is fully realized. 
The sessions held on Saturday featured 
detailed discussions on scholarship 
distribution and access to education, the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat ecosystem, dignity in 
sanitation work, prevention of sanitation-
related deaths under Mission Zero, care 
for senior citizens, and early intervention 
for children with disabilities.

GOC Rising Star Corps reviews Op preparedness
Jammu, April 25 (Agency) The General-Officer-Commanding, Rising Star Corps, 
Lieutenant General Rajan Sharawat on Saturday reviewed operational preparedness 
in J&K’s Jammu and Samba districts. The Jammu and Samba districts are located 
close to the International Border. The General lauded troops’ high state of readiness, 
professionalism and resolute dedication.


